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Ten years j^l, Lockerbie still awaits 
its mome^)f justice and truth 


by Mary braid 

IT WAS a poignant moment. As 
the people of Lockerbie gath- 
ered at the town's Dryfesdale 
cemetery yesterday, with the 
. ^ American relatives of those 
who perished on Pan Am flight 
103. a child clasped the hand of 
an adult and gazed up at the 
Border skies in which the Boe- 
ing 747 was blown apart exact- 
ly 10 years ago. 

Yesterday was an interna- 
tional day of remembrance for 
the 259 passengers who died in 
the terrorist attack, and the 1 1 
Lockerbie victims killed wben 
the plane crashed to earth. 
While some 20 American fam- 
ilies travelled to Scotland. 
British relatives of the bomb 
victims cam e together at West- 
minster Cathedral. 

The Westminster gathering 
was designed to take attention 
. a away from Lockerbie, where 
'^many would now like the town 
to move on from the tragedy. 

Even Bill Clinton took a few 
moments away from the up- 
heavals of presidential im- 
peachment and the Iraq crisis 
to remember the crash. Under 
dammy skies he led a short ser- 
vice at Arlington National 
Cemetery, Virginia, and dedi- 
cated a cairn of 270 stones to the 
dead - one for every victim. 

Another service was held 
simul taneousiyin Syracuse, in 
Upstate New York, on the cam- 
pus of the city university that 
lost 35 students when the plane 
was bombed out ofthe sky They 
had been returning borne for 
the Christmas holidays. 

Yesterday was not just a day 
of pain, but also of frustration 
Ten years after the tragedy 
Western governments are yet 
to deliver justice to the families 
of those who died. 

Though there have been 

- false dawns, these are 
more hopeful times. The US and 
British governments have 
agreed to proposals for Scottish 
justice to be exercised on foreign 
soQ and Libya has backed the 
scheme for two of its nationals 

- suspects in the outrage - to be 
tried by an international court 

Yesterday the politicians 
were still promising the fami- 
lies they would bring those re- 
sponsible for the tragedy to 
justice. Tony Blair promising to 
enlist the help of South African 
president Nelson Mandela to 
_ J^iby the Libyan leader Colonel 
F^ammar Gaddafl. 
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Friends and relatives of the 270 victims of the air crash attending a memorial service at Dryfesdale Cemetery in Lockerbie yesterday on the 10th anniversary of the disaster 


JeffMitchell 


Colonel Gaddafi was mean- 
while telling Dutch television he 
wanted the men accused of 
planting the Lockerbie bomb 
tried by an international court 
The diplomatic initiatives 
have warmed the heart of those 
who have fought to keep the 
atrocity in the public eye. But 
the past decade has also built up 
distrust <rf politicians, with fam- 
ilies now convinced that their 
own governments foiled to pass 


on warnings that a terrorist at- 
tack was imminent 
Politicians, it seems, con- 
tinue to speak with forked 
tongues. Yesterday’s statement 
by Colonel Gaddafi actually 
muddied the waters. Fbr he 
called forjudges from “Ameri- 
ca. Libya. England and other 
countries*' to be involved wben 
the plan acceptable to the US 
and Britain specifies three 
Scottish judges. 


The frustration with politi- 
cians was alluded to yesterday 
at Dryfesdale during the low key 
ceremony at which the sole of- 
ficial event was the laying of a 
wreath by the Duke of Edin- 
burgh at the town’s cemetery. 

Ft Patrick Keegans, the 
priest who provided spiritual 
help to the victims's families, 
spoke almost directly to the 
dead. “You will see us laying 
wreaths at your stone," he said. 


“We want you to be sure that 
these wreaths are not hollow 
empty gestures but a statement 
and declaration foil of promise. 

“Ibn years ago. for you and 
for us, a bomb was ticking. 
Know this, there is another 
bomb ticking the irresistible 
bomb of justice and truth. Know 
this, that our wreath -laying 
today is not a symbolic gesture. 
It is a declaration that we will 
not rest until we liave justice 


and truth, until all responsible 
for your deaths are held ac- 
countable." 

Yesterday, the families made 
yet another appeal to their 
politidans to get it right this 
time. They asked Mr Blair and 
President Clinton not to jeop- 
ardise the prospect of atrial of 
the two Libyan suspects with 
threats of renewed military ac- 
tion in the Middle East in the 
wake of the Iraq? bombings. 


Alone tof 
Traumatised 


Clinton wins record Blair under fire over 
approval in the polls support for bombing 


PRESIDENT BILL Clinton's 
fight to survive impeachment 
got off to a rousing start yes- 
terday as his ratings soared to 
record levels, stock-market 
worries proved unfounded and 
former presidents ap- 
pealed for a compromise. 

A CBS-New? York Times poll 
showed his job-approval rating 
up 5 points since last week at 
73 per cent, equalling his pre- 
vious record just after the first 
disclosures about Monica 
Lewinsky in January. CNN- 
USA Today showed a 9-point 
jump, also to 73 per cent 

In New York the two main 
Wall Street indices, the Dow 
and the Nasdaq, shot up during 
the first hour of trading, with 
the Dow gaining more than 


BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 

100 points, banishing fears that 
the markets would be unsettled 
by Mr Clinton's plight 

While insisting impeach- 
ment was “permanent*’ and 
had brought “profound dis- 
grace" to Mr Clinton, former 
presidents Jimmy Carter and 
Gerald Fbrd called for a Senate 
c ens ure rather than a trial as 
the first step towards healing a 
national wound that was “griev- 
ous and deepening". In a joint 
New Ibrfc Times article they 
said Mr Clinton should ac- 
knowledge he Ded under oath 
in exchange for a deal that he 
would not be prosecuted for 
perjury when he left office. 
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Calls for a compromise also 
came from editorials in news- 
papers across America. 

Washington in crisis. 
Pages 10 and 11 


TONY BLAIR last night was 
under fire from all sides for sup- 
porting President Bill Clinton 
in Operation Desert Fox with- 
out a dearly laid set of political 
objectives to be achieved by the 
bombing in Iraq. 

The “success" claimed by 
Mr Blair when he announced 
the ending of the bombing on 
Saturday was turning into a 
public relations fiasco as RAF 
pilots, a Labour peer, and the 
Tories criticised the campaign. 

Downing Street responded 
with claims that the bombing 
had been targeted at sites in- 
ducting the presidential bunker 
in Baghdad to fuel Saddam 
Hussein’s fears of a coup. “The 
specific thinking behind these 

targets is to build on to the fears 
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£9m damages award 
A student paralysed in a 
car crash was awarded 
up to £925m in damages 

Home P4 

O’Jn’s stand on euro 

toot'd Owen is to launch 
an anti -euro group 

Home P8 


Ex-dictator speaks out 

Baby Doc Duvalier said, 
on French TV: ‘I have no 
blood on my hands’ 
Foreign PI 2 

Rough justice in China 

China sends dissidents 
to jail for ll and 13 years 
Foreign P13 


IMF calls For rate cut 

The IMF has called for 


| David Aaronovitch 
1 Whatever is done about 


By r Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

that Saddam has of a coup by 
his own officers," said the 
Prime Minister's official 
spokesman. 

But Lord Healey, the former 
Chancellor, said the diplomat- 
ic mission should have started 
before the bombing. 

“What they have done is 
very dangerous to the Western 
position in the Middle East be- 
cause it strengthens all the ex- 
tremist groups who want to 
overthrow all the regimes 
which have been friendly to us. 

“We are seen very much as 
Mr Clinton's poodle," Lord 
Healey said on Radio Five Live. 

Downing Street said RAF pi- 


lots who said they were “gut- 
ted" at being ordered to call off 
their last raid could not see the 
“full picture". With all the RAF 
crews back safely in KuwaiLthe 
Tories ended the cross-party 
support for the air strikes and 
demanded to know what the 
point of them had been. 

William Hague, the Tory 
leaden last night said Saddam 
should not just be “kept in his 
cage but knocked off bis perch". 

In Baghdad, Iraq’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Tbriq Aziz said 
the strikes hnH tallprf 62 military 
personnel He added that the at- 
tacks bad ended UN arms in- 
spections. The attacks “killed 
Unscom" he said, referring to 
the UN weapons inspectors. 
Saddam breathes easy page 5 








further reductions in UK Saddam, nothing is not 


Godfrey Hodgson Men are redundant 

The US political system Andrew Martin on why 


interest rates 

Business PI 4 


one of the options 

Comment P3 


In memoriam Terence Blacker 

Glenn Hoddle looks back A child's Christmas 
at England's World Cup guide to world politics 

Sport P24 Comment PA 


seems hell-bent on 
self-destruction 

Comment PS 

This Student Life 

Home is where the 
washing machine is 

Features PS 


Christmas is really 
a girl thing 

Features P8 

Jane Root talks telly 

An interview with the 
new controller of BBC2 

Media PI 2 
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TODAY’S TELEVISION 
PAGE 16 
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This is 'Pepper' - he is af our Sanctuary in 
Ireland but depressed and pining. His close 
friend 'Salt' was brutally slain. Youths got into 
the field and rode Salt until she dropped. Salt 
was beaten with an iron bar before the bar was 
thrust through her eye into her brain. j 

Please help us to stop this type of terrible cruelty J 
and also to look after over 7,500 donkeys 
already rescued. 

Administration costs are only around 5p in the 
£ 1 so your donation will provide direct help for 
the donkeys. 

Please help a little donkey in distress 


Please send donations lo: 

| The Donley Sanctuary, (Dept WTI), 

- Sidmouth, Devon. EX 10 ONU 
B Te!:(0l 395) 578222 
| Enquiries to Dr. E.D. Svendsen, M.B.E. 

| I enclose cheque/postal order for £ 

| Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss 

g Address: 

^ - Postcode:. 
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IN WHE INDEPENDENT TOMORROW 


So, Richard Dawkins, how can you 
bear to get up in the morning? 

YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE, THE UNIVERSE AND LALLA FROM DR WHO 


THE BEST WRITING, WEEK IN, WEEK OV T: DEBORAl I ROSS. HOWARD IACORSON, I lAMISH NlC.IUE, MARK STEER, ROBERT ( 
JOHN MARSH, RICHARD WIRE! A MS, DAVID AARONQX'ITCH, ANNE McEEVOV, Ti lOMAS S(. {'CRIEFF, Mi (IS KINGTON, SI R ARNOL 


■HAMISH MCRAE 
WHO PROFITS FROM 
IMMIGRATION? 

■ PLUS THEATRE, 
MIDWEEK MONEY & 
SECRETARIAL 


TSK. IF, RENT 
D, ANDREAS 


:e BL\CKRR 
MI I EH AM SMITH 


Church 

launches 

seasonal 

adverts 


A SEASONAL television advert 
for the Church of England fea- 
turing the themes of jafl sen- 
tences, abortion and adultery 
was launched yesterday. 

The script features a series 
of captions which runs: “He’s on 
his third marriage. She had an 
abortion when she was 14. He's 
been in prison. She's strug- 
gling with a drink problem. 
She won't eat cabbage. He 
hates Christmas ... shopping." 

The film is intercut with 
shots of a congregation and 
their vicar preaching from the 
pulpit A voice-over from Tam- 
sin Gregg, who plays Debbie 
Aldridge in The Archers and is 
a devoted Christian, says: 
“They’re not hypocrites, they're 
human. You don't have to be 
perfect to go to church this 
Christmas." 

The advert will initially be 
shown in the Central television 
area. It is on offer nationwide 
to any diocese that can afford 
to buy local TV time. It will run 
up until Christmas Eve. 

The Churches Advertising 
Network funded the commer- 
cial along with the Diocese of 
Birmingham and Lichfield. 
Members of the Christians in 
Media organisation gave their 
skills free. 
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EU moves to 
cut deadly 
traffic fumes 


Hugo Marsh, a toys specialist, examining a Maridin ‘Cburchbury’ station set and GNR Atlantic Locomotive, which 
sold tor £8.625 and £1.495 respectively at Christie's ‘Trains Galore’ sale in London yesterday John Voos 


EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT 
ministers have agreed on a big 
dean-up of traffic fumes to cut 
the growing number of deaths 
from asthma and other dis- 
eases linked to pollution. 

Particulates, invisible specks 
of dirt found mainly in diesel 
smoke from heavy lorries, are 
to be cut by 30 per cent by 2000 
and by a farther 80 per cent on 
these standards by 2005. 
“Ttaps” will be fitted to ex- 
hausts, in line with many Lon- 
don buses, to take out the 
smallest particles of dirt, which 
can inflict the most da mage on 
sensitive lungs. Ministers have 
been worried by figures show- 
ing that particulates in the UK 
accelerate the death of 10,000 
people a yean The young and 
frail elderly who suffer from 
respiratory problems, are es- 
pecially vulnerable. 

Other “nasties", modes of ni- 
trogen, are to be cut by 30 per 
cent by 2000 and reviewed in 
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Belfast 

Birmingham 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 

Manchester 

Newcastle 


HIGH TIDES 


AM KT 
Aaomoutb 9.03 12.S 
Co ill 7.29 4.4 

Devonport 7.38 5.4 
Dover 12.38 6.5 

Dun Laoghalie MS 3.8 
FMmoutli 7.09 5.2 
Greenock 2.12 3.2 
Harwich 1-26 3.9 

HolyfMad 

Hun (Albert Dk) 8.13 8.2 
Kings Lynn 8.16 6.2 
Lett 4.33 5.3 

Liverpool 12.49 8.9 
Milford Haven 8.04 6.7 
N cipii y 6.56 6.7 
Portland 8.48 2.1 

Portsmouth 1.07 4.5 


7.38 5.4 7.57 5.1 

12.38 6.5 12.51 6.3 
1.16 3.8 1.27 4.Q 

7.09 5.2 7.28 4.9 

2.12 3.2 2.34 3.5 

126 3.9 1.5Q 3.8 
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Scarborough 


6.00 5.5 
1.06 3.3 


FORECAST 

General situation Northern Ireland and western Scotland will become windy 
with ialn towards lunchtime, preceded by snow over the Highlands: this evening 
ram will dear to leave blustery showers. Eastern Scotland will become wet In the 
afternoon with snow for a while over the peaks. Much of England and Wales will 
be cold but brighr with some sunshine. However, rain will break out across Wales 
and In northern and western parts of England around dusk. Morning rain over 
south-east England might be slow to dear. 

Com S 4r SE England, London. E Anglia; Sporadic rain, slowly clearing and 
finally petenng out this afternoon but staying largely cloudy. Light to moderate 
south-west winds. Mas temp 5-8C (41-apF]. 

SW England, Channel Is: Cloudy for a while with light rain or drizzle but 
brighten mg up. However, more rain will break out in the west this evening. Mod- 
erate winds, mainly south-westerly Mar temp 7- 10C [45-50F|. 

Midlands. E & NE England: Occasional sunny spalls and <usi the slight risk of u 
shower. Moderate south-westerly winds. Max temp 5-7C l4l-n5F). 

Wales, Cent N A NW England. Lake Disc. Isle of Man: Sumy spells and iso- 
lated showers: drier to the east. Clouding over later with ram tonight. Moderate 
south-west to southerly winds. Mar temp 5-8C (41-46F)- 
N Ireland. SW & NW Scotland, Glasgow, W Isles: Sunny spells and scattered 
showers. Clouding over this afternoon with steadier ram by evening Fresh 
southerly winds increasing strong locally. Ma* temp 6-9C (43-Zi8F). 

SE A NE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen. N Isles: Cold but mostly dry with 
some spells or sunshine. There will be Isolated showers In exposed spots and 
then ram this evening Moderate south-west winds Increasing fresh southerly. 

Max temp 3-6C (37-4 3F|. 

OUTLOOK 

Overnight rain clearing south-east England on Wednesday to lejve sunny spells 
«erywnere. bul blustery showers hi the north and west. The risk ol Showers on 
Christmas Eve with milder, rainy weather starting to spread into the west later. 
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AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


London 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


SUN & MOON 

Sun rises: 08.04 
Sunsets: 15.54 H 

Moon rises; 10. 17 
Moon secs: 19-46 
first quarter: 26 Dec 


WEATHERLINE 

Fpi the latest iorecKts - 1*1 0891 5009 
followed by the rwo digits for your area 
Source Tne Up. Office Cans Charged « 
50p per rr-i'.i fine VAT) 
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1 Mtanmte isles of Solly IOC (50 F) 
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1 CoMest (day): Eskddermiir 0C [32R ] 

1 Wettest: Hemsby; Norfolk 0 20 ms 


Somilesc: Hyde. Kent 2.6 hrs 
| For 24hrs to 2pm Monday 
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Abetdeen 

2.9 0 06 

2 

36 . 

■ Anglesey < 1 

4.3 0.02 

5 

41 

AvJemore 

1.3 0.0? 

1 

34 

Belfast 

5.9 0 

4 

39 

Btrndngha ni 

4.8 0 

2 

36 

Bounwoontli 

5.2 0.0 1 

6 

43 

Bristol 

6.5 0 

5 

41 

Buxton 

4.3 0.01 

1 

34 

Cardiff 

4.9 O 

7 

45 

Qaccon 

5.S 0 

5 

41 

43 

Edinburgh 

6.2 0 

3 

57 

Exraoutt: 

7.2 0.24 

S 

4 T 

Hstaguid 

5.2 0 
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Folkestone 

5.3 0 

6 

43 

Hasungs 

6.2 0.01 

6.2 0 

6 

43 

Hoa» 

3.4 0.01 

6 

63 

Isle-of-nun 

- 

- 


bde-of-wlgtat 

0 

6 


Jersey 

3.6 1.41 

7 

45 

Kendal 

7.5 0 

4 

- 

Leeds 

3.9 0 

4 

39 \ 

Lerwick 

2.7 0.07 

1 

34 

I Uttlehafapton 5.8 0 

5 

41 

London 

5.7 0 

5 

41 1 

Lowestoft 

3.0 0.10 

6 

43 

Manchester 

4.1 0.01 

3 

37 r 

Margate 

3.7 0.01 

7 

45 l 

Morocambe 

5.7 0 

4 

39 V 

Newcastle 

3.6 001 

3 

37 ' 

Newquay 

- 


- 

Norwich 

5.6 0.09 

6 

43 

Oxford 

5.8 0 

5 

41 

Ross-on wye 

6.8 0 

4 

39 

Saksmbe 

- 

- 

- 

Scarborough 

1.0 0.13 

4 

39 s 

Shrewsbury 

Southend 

6 4 00? 

4 5 0 

3 

6 

37 

43 

Southport 

Stornoway 

- 0.02 

0.5 0.01 

4 

3 

39 L - 

37 La 

Swanage 

6.4 0.01 

5 

41 dr 





Torquay 

7.0 0.44 

7 

45 

I lfelon-mure - 

- 

- 

I Weymouth 

58 007 

5 

41 

24 hours to 6pm (GMT) Sunday: 
Information by PA WeattierCencre w 
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by Gary Finn 

2002, with a further 60-per-cent 

reduction by 2008. Hydrocar- 
bons and carbon monoxide are 
to be reduced by 30 per cent by 
2000 and by a farther 30 per cent 
by 2005. Ministers also agreed 
to compulsory labelling of all 
new cars, giving consumers 
clear information on fuel con- 
sumption and carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

Last ni gh t Micha el Meach- 
ei; the Environment Minister; 
said it was a “significant step” 
towards improving air quality. 

But environmentalists said 
that unless the traffic volume 
went down, the effect of re- 
ducing fumes would be lost 
John Moore-GiHan, chairman of 
the British Lung Foundation, 
commenting on yesterday’s 
European Union environment 
ministers' meeting in Brus- 
sels. said the commitment 
recognised pollution “can kill 
and that action is needed to 
tackle it" 

Mr Meacher said that over 
the next few years emissions 
would be cut dramatically con- 
tributing to a healthier envi- 
ronment across Europe. “The 
new labelling scheme also, 
agreed... will give consumers 
instant access to environmen- 
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tal information on cars on sale 
in the showroom. These Eu- 
rope-wide labels will give con- 
sumers a dear idea of a car’s 
CQ2 emissions and its fuel con- 
sumption - helping to show 
just how ‘green’ their new car 
will be. 

“The fundamental aim has 
been to secure the fittiogof par 
ticolate traps to all vehicles 
from 2005. This is very impor- 
tant because particulates are 
known to accelerate the death 
of 10,000 people a year. One is 
thinking of elderly people, ba- 
bies. those with asthmatic au- 
ditions, and it is heavy goods 
vehicles that are responsible for 
more than, half of all transport 
particulate emissions. So what 
this agreement means is there 
is a substantial reduction in the 
risk of death for thousands of 
people with vulnerable health. 11 

Tony Bosworth, spokesman 
for Friends of the Earth, wel- 
comed the news but said the 
Government had more work to 
do. “TOs are veiy pleased tohear 
Mr Meacher is still committed 
to traffic reduction. But he and 
his boss, John Prescott, meedto 
do a bit mare to convince the 
Prime Minister and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer thafcre- 
ducing traffic levels is the/way 
forward.” 
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THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 
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Transsexuals 
win right to 
operations 
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London: A41 Flnefitey Rd From Swtsj 
Cottage IS Fortune Groan. Mbjoi morks at 
Finchley Rd Gyratory, unta 3 IS! Decem- 
ber. 

CambridgeaMro Ai between Alconbuty 
and Haddon. Construction, lane closures 
and conuaftow. Until 31st December. 
Buckinghamshire: M40 between junctions 
la (M2S) & 3 (Wycombe East). Three nar- 
row lanes both «veys and a 50 mph speed 
OmJt in tonre. Until 1st January 1999. 
Bristol: M5 J18-19. Major Roalworks on 
Avon mouth Bridge. Untfi 1st January 2o0i. 
Lancashire: M6 Between J27Starxiish and 
J28 Leyiand. Roadworks; contraflow are] a 


50mph speed Smit cither side ol Criarmck 
Richard Sennces. Unta 15rti February 1999. 
WCot Yorkshire: Mi Between JJ2 LaWiouse 
Interchange fM65i and JJ3 Sloumjn. Road- 
works and a 50mph speed fcrm. 

Unta 31st December 1998. 

Cumbria: M6 J37 Kendal. Roadworks, car- 
riageway reduced to 2 lanes both ways with 
a 5&nph spend SmlL t mile south rffhejune- 
!m Untu IBth January 1999. 

AA Roadnatchc Call 0336 401777 for 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Source. Trie Automobile Association. Calls 
charged at 50p per mn fine VAT). 
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Rain or 
Shine... 

CHINA IS hoping to thwart the 
annual summer floods, which 
kill thousands every yean by 
building more than 10.000 
miles of protective levees in 
time for the flood season. The 
task Is a major issue for China, 
which has spent a record 
$2.4hn on water conservancy 
projects this year, but could 
not prevent floods from rav- 
aging many parts of the coun- 
try, killing more than 3,000 
people, driving 230 million 
more from their homes and 
causing $30bn of damage. 
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THREE TRANSSEXUALS yes- 
terday claimed victory in their 
High Court test case over a 
health authority's refusal to 
fund sex change operations. 

They won a landmark r uling 
against North West Lancashire 
Health Authority's decision not 
to pay for surgery, costing be- 
tween £7,000 and £9,000 each, 
which medical specialists say is 
vital to complete their male-to- 
female transformation. 

Mr Justice Hidden ruled at 
London's High Court that the 
decision was “unlawful and ir- 
rational'’ and had been taken 
without consideration of what 
was “the proper treatment of a 
recognised illness”. 

“Miss A", aged 21, “Miss D” 
and “Miss G" both aged 50. 
were refused gender re-as- 
signment surgeiy in 1996 and 
1997 after it was decided that 
none of them had shown a 
demonstrable “overriding clin- 
ical need” for treatment. 

The health authority which 
covers Blackpool and Preston, 
said it was entitled to take into 
account its own “scarce re- 
sources” and refuse funding. 

But the judge ruled yester- 
day that it was not entitled to 
operate a policy which 
interfered with its duty to pro- 


with huge savings on books 

an yedi luunu dc dmdzon. co.uk w 

. 

' \ / 

you won’t have to fight f 


jJ j 

for the bargains this january 

((0 

V * f 

/ ! 



( - j 





BY JOHN ASTON 

vention of illness and care of 
persons suffering from an ill-, 
ness”. 

Later Stephen Lodge, solic- 
itor for the three, said: “This is 
an important test case. We 
have successfully settled a 
number of previous cases, but 
this is the first time the issue 
has been fully considered by the 
court and we are delighted 
with the decision. ^ 

“Other health authorities^ 
will now have to assess 
whether their policies for the 
treatment of transsexuals are 
lawful in the light of this judge-* 
menL 

“We hope it will be easier for 
transsexuals to obtain the 
treatment they so clearly Dead, 
and that it will help to alleviate 
the present injustice of art)i- 
trary and unequal treatment fay 
postcode." 

Miss A, who was in court 
had already undergone three - 
operations before the treat- 
ment ended because of the au- 
thority’s policy. 

She said: “I am not sur- £j 
prised. It is the end of two 
years of hard work in fighting 
this legal battle. They should 
not have discriminated by post 
code." 
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Doctors battle to save octuplets 


\ ,*s. 


DOCTORS WERE fighting last 
night to save eight babies born 
to a woman in a Tfexas hospital. 

On Sunday; Nkem Chukwu 
became the first woman to give 
birth to a living set of octuplets. 
All right were in critical condi- 
tion yesterday, with the new- 
born on ventilators. The oldest 
child, born at 22az 12 days ago, 
wasmabmgprogress, according 
to Leonard Yfeisman, head of the 
neonatology department at 
Ifexas Children’s Hospital. 

Dr Weisman said premature 
babies such as these have an 85 
per cent chance of surviving. 
“They are all critically 31 though 
several are showing improve- 
ment,” he said. 

Mrs Chukwu was so anxious 
to keep her babies growing in- 
side her that she spent three 
weeks lying stiD on a special hos- 
pital bed with her head tipped 
at a drastic angle to the floor. 

Her uterus was so crowded 
that doctors weren't even sure 
how many foetuses were in 
there. They offered to abort one 


By Andrew g umbel 
Los Angeles 

or two to give the others a bet- 
ter chance of survival, but the 
tenacious Texas woman turned 
them down. Instead, she offered 
to give up food and drink and go 
on to an intravenous drip to give 
the babies more room. 

The last seven, five girls and 
two boys weighing between 102 
and 26 ounces, were delivered 
by Caesarean section at St 
Luke’s Episcopal Hospital in 
Houston. They were immedi- 
ately whisked into intensive 
care at another hospital where 
they joined their sister who was 
born vaginally 12 days earlier. 

It is likely to be at least two 
months before the babies - as- 
suming they survive -will be fit 
to go home. The older one was 
born 15 weeks premature and 
the others 13 weeks premature, 
a stage of development that 
would give a single foetus an 85 
per cent chance of survival. The 
statistics for multiple births 


are not known, but are likely to 
be significantly bleaker 

It was a remarkable achieve- 
ment for all eight to make it out 
of the womb alive. Doctors 
praised the attitude of the 27- 
year- old mother, who was de- 
scribed by her paediatrician, 
Patti Savrick, as “a very un- 
usual woman, both physically 
and personally. 

“She is quite tall, at least six 
feet, and very focused, a very 
spiritual, serene person." Dr 
Savrick said. “She did what 
she needed to do.” 

"She was a model patienL," 
said Brian Kirshon, an obste- 
trician specialising in high-risk 
births, who delivered the ba- 
bies. “I think she is remarkable 
in that she was able to tolerate 
such conditions. She kept a 
positive attitude and was will- 
ing to do whatever it took.” 

Both Mrs Chukwu and her 
husband, lyfce, a respiratory 
therapist are naturalised im- 
migrants from Nigeria who had 
been trying unsuccessfully to 



Doctors Brian Kirshon Cleft), Patti Savrick and Leonard 
Weisman said the babies’ condition was critical Reuters 


have children for some time. 
Using hormone fertility treat- 
ment to stimulate the produc- 
tion of ova, Mrs Chukwu 
became pregnant with triplets 
at the end of last year but lost 
them in the earfy stages. 

She became pregnant again 
almost immediately and quick- 


ly understood she was carrying 
a large number of foetuses; she 
spent two -and-a -half-months in 
hospital under dose observa- 
tion. After the first birth, Mrs 
Chukwu was given strong drugs 
to halt uterine contractions, 
drugs that forced doctors to per- 
form a post-natal operation yes- 


terday to stop internal bleeding 
The Caesarean was attended by 
25 medical professionals. 

Her case is likely to trigger 
debate about the wisdom of fer- 
tility treatment leading to mul- 
tiple pregnancies, given the 
dangers and costs involved. 
While the children risk condi- 
tions such as cerebral palsy, 
blindness and heart and lung 
defects, the mother exposes 
herself to the risk of diabetes or 
acute high blood pressure. 

"The human being was 
meant to have one baby,’' Dr 
Kirshon said “It will be a re- 
markable feat if all the babies 
survive." 

Mrs Chukwu is expected to 
stay in hospital until the end of 
the week, by which time doctors 
will have a better idea of her 
babies' chances of survival. 

“Ail are being kept sleepy 
and quiet under a plastic blan- 
ket on a warming bed and have 
been treated with surfactant re- 
placement to help with prema- 
ture lung disease," Dr Weisman 


said “All infants are receiving 
intravenous sugar and Quids." 

The medical costs alone are 
likely to reach half a million dol- 
lars - raising just the first of 
many questions about financial 
arrangements for the young 
couple, who live in a modest 
neighbourhood in south-west 
Houston. 

Although doctors were care- 
ful to release as little informa- 
tion about the family as 
possible, it seems they have not 
yet tried to secure sponsors or 
other forms of assistance. In 
stark contrast to Mandy All- 
wood the British woman who 
hired PR representatives to 
sell her story to the tabloids, the 
Chukwus wrapped the preg- 
nancy in a veil of secrecy. 

“[Mrs Chukwu] has gone to 
remarkable lengths to stay 
away from publicity and stay in 
a position where these children 
could be bom," said a lawyer 
brought in by the hospital to 
deal with a deluge of media 
interest- 


parents of previous multiple- 
birth babies in the United 
States have sought corporate 
sponsorship and assistance 
through private fond-raising, 
with varying degrees of suc- 
cess. When Bobbi McCaughey 
gave birth to septuplets in Iowa 
last year; all of whom have sur- 
vived, she and her husband 
Kenny were offered a newly 
bud house, a 15-sea ter van, car 
seats, strollers, limitless nap- 
pies and a 16-year supply of 
apple juice and apple sauce. 

By contrast. Linden and 
Jacqueline Thompson, parents 
of five surviving sextuplets bora 
around the same time as the 
septuplets in Washington DC. re- 
ceived next to nothing until 
news reports suggested their 
raw deal was due to the feet they 
were black while the Mc- 
Caugheys were white. 

They have since received 
nappies, an offer of free day-care 
and clothing - but no car and 
only a reduced price on a bouse 
that they still cannot afford. 


Author’s £5m bequest 
provides poetic justice 
for Oxford college 


By John Walsh 
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THE CONTROVERSIAL World of 
Oxford poetry received a pleas- 
ant shock yesterday with the 
news that an eccentric, and 
mostly unread, British author 
has bequeathed £5m to an 
Oxford college, to endow a 
fellowship specifically devoted 
to teaching students how to 
write poetry. 

Christopher Tbwec who died 
on21 September aged 83. setup 
a foundation before his death for 
the creation of two senior teach- 
ing posts at his old college, 
Christchurch. One is ajunior re- 
search fellowship in Greek 
mythology. The other; more im- 
portantly, is a Poetry Stu- 
~$dentship - a modest tide for a 
' major academic job, teaching 
and lecturing in the black arts 
of metre, rhyme, scansion and 
sublimity across the university. 

Mr Tower's bequest will also 
pay for the running of the 
Christopher Tower Poetry 
Prize, an annual competition 
open to sixth-formers, in which 
the winning versifiers wifi se- 
cure a prize of £1,000 for their 
school as well as £1,000 for 
_- '^mseJves. Mr Tower has thus 
cunningly ensured that schools 
all over the nation will encour- 
age their students to write po- 
etry at prize-winning levels of 
brilliance. 

The Ttawer bequest could 
hardly have come at a better 
time for the Oxford English 
faculty. Ever since the Oxford 
University Press publishing 
house voted to drop its poetry 
list on 20 November; a state of 
hostility and resentment has 
prevailed in the university town. 
Expressions of sympathy for the 
sacked poets - some of them 
pnorid-famous, some tipped for 
the Poet Laureateship, some 
about to celebrate their career- 
crowning collected works - 
have filled the newspapers. 

Heated views have been ex- 
changed between university ad- 
ministrators, English literature 
dons and the unsmiling busi- 
nessmen at the OUP- the press 
is owned by the university, and 
its decisions are carried out 
with the (tons’ blessing. “7 am 
ashamed of my university 
press,” writes Jon Stallworthy, 
EtogBsh tutor at Wolfeon College, 
mtiKCurrmtQj^brriMagazfr^ 
catling the eancellfltinn nf the Kst 
-- act of vandalism”. 

Christopher Tower's be- 
quest, therefore, gives the uni- 
versity a chance to make 
amends for Hg app ar entl y ptoKs- 
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Christopher Tower, painted by James Gunn 


tine, money-fixated, anti-poetic 
stance. “The benefaction is dou- 
bly welcome at a time when 
there is greater pressure on uni- 
versity and collet fending Gram 
government, and when the Ox- 
ford University Press is closing 
down its poetry publishing sec- 
tion for commercial reasons,” 
the Very Rev John Drury Dean 
of Christchurch, said yesterday 
hast ening to reassure doubters 
that “English literature is a 
thriving subject at Christ- 
church”, whose alumni include 
Sir Philip Sidney and W H 
Auden. “The importance of the 


benefaction from Christopher 
Tower is that it strengthens the 
tradition of poetry in the college 
and university; and opens it out 
to all the schools in the country,” 

But who was the shadowy 
Mr Tower? He was a secretive, 
reclusive Englishman with a 
profound love of Arab lore, 
Greek topography and Mediter- 
ranean exoticism, but also a 
shrewd operator in Middle- 
Eastern realpolitik. He was 
also - piquantly in the current 
debate about the commercial 
value of serious poetry - a poet 
who could get his own verse 


published only by paying for it 

hims elf 

He was boro in 1915 to a fam- 
ily of rich, property-owning 
diplomats. His father died in the 
First World War and, when his 
mother remarried, Christopher 
was packed off to a boarding 
school. 

After graduating be went to 
Baghdad as private secretary 
to Sir Basil Newton, the British 
ambassador; learnt to speak 
Arabic, founded a camel corps 
and strode about in chieftain 
robes rather like Lawrence of 
Arabia. During the war he 
transferred to Libya, where, 
after hostilities ceased he was 
empowered by the Fbreign Of- 
fice to set up a monarchy in 
Libya, under the Emir, Eng 
Idris. For the next six years he 
acted as chief adviser to the 
king. His advice ranged from 
high policy to low festoon state- 
ments. When the king wanted 
to have a sign put up over his 
palace saying “Palace of King 
Idris" in neon lights. Tower 
gently informed him that there 
was no similar sign at the end 
of the Mall saying “Palace of 
King George VT. 

Then, abruptly, he gave it all 
up. He went on epic treks with 
WOfred Thesiger He fiveda soli- 
tary life. No one seems to have 
known tom well, not even his 
elder sister Pamela He never 
discussed what happened to 
make him leave Libya He de- 
veloped odd quasi-Arab habits. 
He was insouciant about the 
earth tremors that occasionally 
rocked his huge apartment in 
Athens, which he furnished as 
an English stately home, com- 
plete with heavy chandeliers. 
When the next tremors came, 
he refused to be taken to safety, 
being too absorbed in one of the 
enormous jigsaws to which he 
was addicted 

He published several books 
of poems, most of them spec- 
tacularly unreadable retellings 
of ancient Persian legends. “I 
don’t think he amounted to 
anything as a poet. I'm afraid” 
said his friend Francis King; 
the novelist, yesterday. “But I 
loved his conversation.” 

He is buried in the village 
graveyard at Minstead in the 
New FbresL beside the grave of 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Elis 
friends are trying to persuade 
the vicar to let them put up a 
headstone based on a portrait 
showing Christopher Tower 
dressed in Arab finery, com- 
plete with imposing Tuareg 
dagger. 



Santas on transvestite charge 


LIFE IS fraught far Santa Claus 
in the last days of December - 
but nowhere more so than in 

France. Freelance Santa Claus- 
es who haunt the shopping 
boulevards of Paris are being 
hounded by the police, accused 
of being “transvestis” or 
“transvestites”. 

If that were not humiliating 
enough, almost all the big 
stores have closed down their 
grottoes and laid off their San- 
Mk claiming feck of demand 
under an ancient Parisian 
by-law it is forbidden to “appear 
in disguise on a public thor- 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

ougbfare”, except at officially 
approved carnival times. The 
law is being applied rigorously 
this year at the demand of the 
big stores - the same premis- 
es that have refused to hire 

Santas and instead have put in 

their place magicians or toy- 
demonstrators. 

The stores -Printemps, Ga- 
ieties Lafayette and Samari- 
taine - have stalls on the 
pavement selling seasonal gifts. 
They resent their customers 


being harassed by street pho- 
tographers, who work with ac- 
complices dressed in fading 
red robes and 01-fitting beards. 

A newer law forbids street 
photographers from patrolling 
outside the stores. Instead of re- 
tying on tins law alone, the po- 
lice have been throwing both 
the new and old (“no disguis- 
es”) chapters of the book at the 
Santa-and-snapper teams. 

Michel and his colleague 
Bruno, who charge 50 francs 
(£5.50) a picture have paid out 
several instant fines of £100 to 
£150 a time. Michel says he has 


found himself on the unusual 
charge of “taking photographs 
without permission on a public 
road in the company of a trans- 
vestite" < “TtonsvestT can also 
mean “a person in fancy-dress” 
but it usually mean a cross- 
dresserj 

The photographers protest 
that life is already hard enough. 
“Most people are only inter- 
ested in the moving displays in 
the shop windows," said 
MicheL “All we get these days 
is a few people in from the 
provinces whoVe forgotten 
their cameras.” 



The bequests give Christchurch a Poetry Studentship and a research fellowship in Greek mythologyDauid Hunter 
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Crash victim 
gets record 

f 9m damages 


A STUDENT left almost com- 
pletely paralysed fay a car ac- 
cident was yesterday awarded 
record damages of up to £9.25m 
at the High Court 

Martijn Biesheuvei from the 
Netherlands, had been studying 
at universityin Britain when he 


by Andrew Buncombe 


was injured in May 1994. Now 
aged 27. be has almost no use 
of any of his limbs. The money 
- more than twice the largest 
previous payout - will help 
pay for round-the-clock care 
and for “pain, suffering and 
loss of amenity". 

Mr Biesheuvei, who now 
lives in Amsterdam, was one of 
four Bath University students 
who were on their way for a 
game of football when they 
crashed into the rear of parked 
cars. Mr Biesheuvei was sitting 
in the back seat but was not 
wearing a seat-belt. 

The driver; Andrew BirreU, 
later pleaded guilty to danger- 
ous driving. His motor insurers 
admitted primary liability but 
disputed the amount of dam- 
ages that had been claimed. 

At the High Court yesterday 
Richard Davies QC, for Mr Bir- 
rell, argued that Mr Biesheuv- 
ei had been partly to blame 
because he should have re- 


alised that Mr Birred was dri- 
ving in a dangerous manner. 
“He allowed himself to be dri- 
ven and continue to be driven 
by Mr BirreQ when he knew or 
ought reasonably to have 
known that he... was driving at 
an excessive speed and or care- 
lessly and dangerously." 

But the judge, Mr Justice 
Eady, rejected the claim and 
said he was satisfied that the 
impact which caused Mr 
Biesheuvei ’s injuries had start- 
ed with an upward movement 
After hearing from an expert, 
the judge said it did not seem 
to be seriously contended that 
a seat-belt would have made 
any difference. 

The court heard that, prior to 
the accident Mr Biesheuvei 
had been due to take up a job 
with the City accountants De- 
loitte and Touche. Ken Chalk, 
a senior partner in the firm, said 
Mr Biesheuvei could have been 
earning £500,000 a year had the 
accident not wrecked his careen 
Mr Biesheuvel's girlfriend, 
Marieka Godding, 25, broke 
down last month as she told the 
court of constant care her 
boyfriend needs. “There are so 


many things during the day he 
needs help with. For instance 
if he drops something on the 
floor be cant pick it up,” she 
said. “It is not nice to say but it 
is like leaving a four-year-old 
child on his own. It is a danger 
and any thing could happen." 

The judge granted leave to 
appeal on the issues of liabili- 
ty and amount - which will be 
decided precisely after further 
discussions between lawyers. 
The court was told the award 
will be between BSan and 9.25m 

The previous highest dam- 
ages award, in November, was 
to Helen Edwards, now 17, who 
was left brain-damaged, blind, 
and unable to feed or talk after 
she had a heart attack during 
an operation to remove a birth- 
mark from her forehead. She 
received more than C 4m 
■ A child who suffered brain 
damage after being given blood 
of the wrong type during a 
transfusion was yesterday 
awarded £2.4m damages. 
James Green suffered convul- 
sions and heart failure after the 
“mismatch" at the Princess 
Alexandra Hospital, Harlow, 
Essex. The Wood was intended 
for another patient with the 
same name. 



Marion Biesheuvei, whose life was wrecked by the car crash injuries he suffered four yeaisago 



by Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 


SCIENTISTS HAVE lost contact 
with a £L38m space pnAe de- 
signed to rendezvous with an 
teroid the size of central 
London in January . 

The American National - 
Aeronautics and Space Admin- . 
istration CNasa) is attempting to 
regain control of the Near 
spacecraft oirrentlyiTinre t^ 
200m miles from Earth, by 
sending a series of command 
signals once every three hours. 

Helen. Worth, , a spokes- 
woman for the Johns Hopfehts ' 
University Applied Physics 
Laboratory in Laurel, Mary- 
land, said; “We’re stm opti- 
mistic. We just have to find an 
avenue of communication.'’ 

The Near probe was 
launched in 1996 and has trav- 
elled about 1.5 billion miles on ' 
its indirect route to the Eros as- 
teroid whkfofefmrenttyi^^ 

240m miles from Earth. 

Nasa lost contact early yes- 
terday mor ning after attempt- 
ing to fire the spacecraft’s 
rocket engines as part of the 
first stage in the sequence of 
rendezvous manoeuvres. 

Near was scheduled to orbit 
the Eros asteroid for 12 months, 

| mapping its magnetic and grav- 
itational fields and analysing its 

mineral composition Scientists ■ 
had hoped to bring it .'within fort 
of its surface, even perhaps to 
Photonews I attempt a soft landhig. * 


from as little as £5 

■ national calls cost as little 
as 25p per minute 

■ includes £15 worth of 
free calls 

Vouchers cost from £5 to £50 and are 
valid for up to 3 months. £15 worth of 
free calls with all phones on registration 
before 31/12/98. 

All prices shown are R.R.P jnc. VAT. 

Please check with your nearest Orange 
stockist for their current range of 
handsets. 





supports Caller id - shows 
name and number calling 
unique ‘Hot Keys' feature, 
enables one touch dialling 



£ 69.99 


Motorola c520 

■ EFH technology enables 
even clearer speech quality 

■ quick access menu 

£ 99.99 


New Lower Price 


i99m 


Motorola mr201 

■ one touch access to 
Answer Phone 

■ Answer Phone message alert 


£ 69.99 



Motorola mr30 

■ easy to follow menus 

■ 2 line display with menus 
for ease of use 

■ 3 hours talk time/2 days standby 


£ 129.99 


Just Talk is available from; Argos, Carphone Warehouse, Comet, 
Currys, Dixons, DX Communications, Halfords, JWE Fone Shop, 

The Link, Maplin Electronics, MoCo, The Phone People, Pinnacle, 

The Pocket Phone Shop, Rymans, Staples, Tandy, Tempo and Uplands 
or for you nearest Orange stockist call 0800 80 1 0 80 


orange 


Workers frown on 
substance abuse * 


WORKERS ARE increasingly 
unwilling to put up with col- 
leagues who think during work- 
ing hours and for mare likely to 
inform on them titan they used 
to be, according to a new study. 

Intolerance of “substance 

abuse" ranges from people who 

have serious drink and drags 
problems to those who pop out 
to the pub at lunch time, says a 
survey conducted for the Insti- 
tute of Personnel and Develop- 
ment 

“Tten years ago many people 
used to go out for a liquid 
lunch, but it is no longer as ac- 
ceptable as it was," said Oon- 
agh Ryden, a policy adviser at 
the institute. 

Ms Ryden believes the grow- 
ing tendency to tell manage- 
ment about colleagues’ drinking 
or drug taking is based on anx- 
iety over people's welfare and 
concern over the impact of 
such substances on work per- 
formance. , 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 


“People have become intol- 
erant of colleagues suffering 
from hangovers whose ability to 
do their job is impaired. They 
get fed up covering up for 
them," she said. 

Organisations are increas- 
ingly banning alcohol fixra their 
premises and insisting that 
□one is consumed during key 
working hours, Ms Ryden said. 

New management tech- 
niques are also more adept at 
exposing “under-perfimnance". 
The productivity of hundreds of 

thousands of staff at call centres 

throughout Britain is moni- 
tored minute hy minute. 

The survey of 1,800 compa- 
ny personnel specialists found 
that some 46 pear cent of com- 
panies had received reports of 
alcohol abuse by staff during 
the last year, compared with 35 
per cent in 1996 - an incr ease 


of 11 per cent Around 18 per 
cent of firms had received re- 
ports of illegal drug taking -an 
increase of 3 per cent 

Despite the trend, many 
companies had no policies on 
drugs or alcohoL Nearly 40 per 
cent of respondents said their 
organisations had no alcohol 
policy and nearly half did not 
have a drugs policy. 

Programmes on alcohol and 
drug awareness for staff were 
even rarer; according to the 
sturty Only 17 per cent report- 
ed such an initiative towards al- 
cohol and just 15 per cent 
towards drugs. 

More than eight out of 10 
personnel officers said that 
managers and supervisors in 
their companies were not^ 


abuse. 

Ms Ityden said employers 
had a duty to maintain health 

and safety at work and could not 
afford to be complacent 


‘Cardiff 
Three’ 
released 
on bail 

By mike Taylor 


THREE MEN who have spent 
more than li years in jail for a 
murder they say they did not 
commit were yesterday freed 
on bail pending a renewed ap- 
peal against their convictions. 

The “Cardiff Three" - 
Michael O’Brien, Ellis Sher- 
wood and Darren Hall - will be 
released from prison today. 
O'Brien is in Gartree prison, 
Leicestershire, and the other 
two in Whitemoor jail, 
Cambridgeshire. 

Last month, the Criminal 
Cases Review Commission 
ruled that their conviction of 
murdering Philip Saunders, a 

newsagent in Cardiff should be 

referred back to the Court of 
AppeaL Yesterday, after a pri- 
vate hearing in London, Mr Jus- 
tice Hooper granted bail at 
£5,000 each. 

Lawyers said later the judge 

pad emphasised that the grant- 
ing of bail should not be taken 
as an indication that the re- 
newed appeal would succeed 
But the judge had said that a 
number of features in the case 


I In Brief 

Man charged with four rapes 

A mmj reused ° f rape and other sea attacks . ww 
women across South-Met . . . 5 


----- w rvuau magistrates’ court in London nn 

-1 charges. Richard Baker; 34, originally from Bo dmin 
Cornwall, is charged with five indecent assaults, four 
rapes and one attempted rape. He is also charged with 
nine threats to kill and two counts of actual bodily harm. 

Nobel Prize biologist dies at 84 
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Arrest in child murder inquiry 
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Success for kidney donor, 77 

afte^mtog * 

check-ups on 

his son, also Doug 51 X and 

confirmed that both mSfbSSS ^ Lancashire, 
the donor operation two mofego^ workin e weil after 

I ISSSf tro "ey seats four 

aged two to eight, can sit on enmfoU^f 1 ^ Two chfld ren, 

attached to toe back d toeUKSStSS? seats I 


n u t g h i son t c L c c a m 


or jusuce 

had been established. 

Mr Saunders was attacked 
near his home in October 1987 
and robbed of his takings 
The findings of the Review 
Commission are believed to 
have identified possible 
breaches of the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act. 


David Aaronovitch 

a I do not care to be the 

jjSent of death among the 

depnved tots of Basra 
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Now Saddam breathes easy again 


“I BELIEVE he will die of nat- 
ural causes." said an Iraqi in 
Baghdad. No need to ask the 
identity of the “he” to whom he 
referred. 

Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi 
leader, has survived the three- 
day air assault by the United 
States and Britain with little 
sign that his regime is politically 
weaker. In addition, one senior 
diplomat in Baghdad said yes- 
terday, “Iraq is in a better po- 
sition diplomatically than it 
was before.” 

It was a perfect military op- 
eration - missiles decapitated 
tali buildings in Baghdad with 
almost unerring accuracy. But 
the political plan behind the 
bombardment is more difficult 
to detect 

Ostensibly, it was to do with 
-degrading" Iraq's capacity to 
produce chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons and the means to 
deliver them. But Iraq had a 
large arsenal of such weapons 
in the 1991 Gulf Whr and did not 
use them because it was pre- 
vented from doing so by allied 
military superiority and the 
threat of retaliation. Iraq is un- 
likely to consider using them 
now. 

| Even if the worst-case sus- 
picions of Unscom <the United 
Nations special committee in 
charge of eliminating such 
weapons) are correct, Iraq has 
only a limited quantity left The 
real cutting edge of contain- 
ment for Washington and Lon- 
don is sanctions and. with the 
Gulf War coalition more frac- 
tured than ever after the Amer- 
ican and British action, these 
will be increasingly difficult to 
maintain. 

It all started with an Iraqi 
diplomatic miscalculation. 
Baghdad had hoped to keep the 
political water hot- but not boil- 
ing. In February, the Iraqis 
achieved a psychological victory 
when Kofi Annan , the UN Sec- 
retary-General flew to Bagh- 
dad, met with Saddam Hussein 
and averted an allied air attack 
atthe last minute. 

Baghdad seems to have in- 
terpreted this as a sign of weak- 
ness. It thought that if it kept 
pushing it could marginalise 
Unscom and get a general re- 
view of sanctions and Unscora's 
activities. On 5 August Iraq 
broke off negotiations with 
Richard Butler, the bead of 
.Unscom. On 31 October it 

“^nded all fresh inspections. 

When Iraq suddenly found 
itself diplomatically isolated, it 
opened the way for military ac- 
tion. A foreign source in Bagh- 
dad said yesterday “There is no 
doubt that the Iraqi leadership 
was shocked by what hap- 
pened. They were practising 
brinkmanship and suddenly 
they found they had stepped 
over the brink." 

_ Jjiut it turned out better than 

expected The three days 
of strikes was nothing like the 
prolonged pounding of the six- 
week air warm 1991. Above aQ, 


By Patrick Cockburn 
in Baghdad 

the power stations and re- 
fineries, with the exception of 
one in Basra, were not hit 
This was a strange conflict 
The most significant technology 
involved was cruise missiles. 
Smart bombs - and the massed 
ranks of foreign television cam- 
eras on the roof of the Iraqi Min- 
istry of Information. This gave 
the impression of a for more ex- 
tensive war than was in fact 
being waged. It also limited the 
extent to which the allies could 
risk civilian casualties; one strike 
on a market place and the dead 
and wounded would be shown 
within seconds on television 
screens across the world. 

Iraq’s Deputy Prime Mrnis- 
teq Tariq Aziz, said yesterday 
that 63 soldiers were killed and 
180 injured in the air strikes. 
This was the first official death 
toll from the punishing assault 
Mr Aziz said civilian casualties 
were “much, much higher than 
military casualties", but re- 
fused to elaborate. 

But however accurate the 
missiles, accuracy counts for 
nothing without intelligence 
about what to hit Most of the 
big buildings in Iraq were evac- 
uated weeks ago. The same 
may be true of machine tools 
from plants. One resident of 
Baghdad who wanted to get a 
new number plate for a car 
stamped was told to come back 
after the bombing because the 
necessary piece of simple ma- 
chinery had been “dispersed". 

The same is true of the in- 
frastructure which sustains the 
regime. It consists not of build- 
ings but personnel and these 
are mobile. At the lowest level 
this was evident on the streets 
of Baghdad over the last week. 
Standing on some street cor- 
ners, armed militias of the rul- 
ing Baath party were clutching 
their guns. Others, more dis- 
creet, concealed their sub-ma- 
chine guns from the former 
Yugoslavia under their coats. 

Id order to be able to react 
immediately to any sign of an 
uprising, President Saddam di- 
vided Iraq into military dis- 
tricts, each placed under a 
trusted lieutenant. Ali Hassan 
al- Majid, a cousin of the Iraqi 
leaden was in charge of the 
south; he confirmed his repu- 
tation for ruthlessiess by using 
chemical weapons against the 
Kurds in 1988. Izzat Ibrahim al- 
Dhouri. the Vice- President was 
put in charge of the northern 
areas facing Kurdistan. An- 
other leader known for his loy- 
alty took charge of the 
mid-Euphrates region con- 
taining Kerbala and Najaf and 
the hoty cities of the Iraqi Shia 
Muslims, which are always the 
centre of dissent 
All the new appointments 
were of men who had played 
leading roles in crushing the 
great rebellions erf the Shias and 
tiie Kurds in 1991. 
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An Iraqi looking for his belongings in nibble yesterday after his house in Baghdad was hit by a missile during the Anglo-American air attacks 





Patrick Baz/AFP 
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Left to right* An Iraqi woman resuming daily life in Basra; the Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister, Tariq Aziz, yesterday telling journalists in Baghdad that 62 mili tary per- 
sonnel were killed and 180 wounded in the air strikes, hot civilian casualties were much higher Baghdad’s rash hour returning to normal yesterday Reuters 


Most pieces on the Iraqi mil- 
itary chessboard are un- 
changed by the missile war 
Television around the world 
was impressed by the ferocity 
of the assault Many Iraqis and 
the governments of neigh- 
bouring countries, on the con- 


trary. notice its limitations in 
time and target list 

The onty part of Iraq outside 
the control of the Iraqi govern- 
ment is most of Kurdistan in the 
north. This was a safe haven for 
the Iraqi opposition before Sad- 
dam Hussein took its capital 


ArtjQ, with his tanks in 1996. See- 
ing the Iraqi leader still firmly 
in power after the attack, the 
Kinds are unlikely to risk an- 
other incursion by allowing the 
opposition to return. 

Fbr seven years, contain- 
ment of Iraq consisted of sanc- 


tions justified by Iraqi resis- 
tance to Unscom inspections. 
This containment required in- 
ternational consensus. Some 
diplomats in Baghdad believe 
that consensus is now broken. 
The factories that Unscom was 
monitoring have been de- 


stroyed Since it is claiming a 
victory. Baghdad is unlikely to 
allow the inspectors back in 
without getting sanctions lifted 
in return. 

Yesterday Mr Aziz declared 
that the UN weapons inspec- 
tion program was over “Iraq 


cannot tolerate the embargo 
and Unscom. We did not dam- 
age our relations with the Unit- 
ed Nations. Thqy [the US and 
Britain] damaged the United 
Nations itself," he said “They 
killed Unscom. Unscom is their 
casualty." he said. 


Cook embarks on telephone 
diplomacy to seek support 


uSJECTING CRITICISM at 
home and abroad, Britain stuck 
to a hard line on Iraq yesterday, 
insisting that tough sanctions 
should stay and that despite 
everything that had happened 
United Nations weapons in- 
spectors could and should re- 
turn to Baghdad. 

Hours before a deeply di- 
vided UN Security Council met 
in New York to consider what 
to do next in the Guff, the For- 
eign Office minister Derek 
Fatchett made clear that 
Britain would not go along with 
“consensus at any price". 

.» There could be “no easy re- 
gards" for President Saddam 
Hussein after his defiance of UN 
resolutions and the refiisal to co- 
operate with the Unscom in- 


by Rupert Cornwell 

specters. It woted now be “more 
difficult” to embark cm the com- 
prehensive review of sanctions 
desired by Baghdad than before, 
Mr Fhtchett said 

As he spoke, Robin Cook, the 
Fbreign Secretary embarked 
on a round of telephone diplo- 
macy aimed at shoring up sup- 
port among European and Arab 
countries^ -at best lukewarm and 
sometimes downright hostile to 
last week’s bombardment -and 
at showing that Britain (fid have 
a longer-term policy towards 
Iraq. 

That polity is based on three 
notions: “containment", or re- 
ducing the mSitazy threat posed 
by President Saddam; continu- 



Derek Fhtchett: ‘No easy 
rewards for Saddam’ 

ing progress on ridding Iraq of 
its biological chraniral and nu- 
clear weapons, preferably 
through the Unscom mecha- 


nism; and some action to ease 
the hardships of civilians. 

On the lak point ^ - of particu- 
lar sensitivity given the charges 
that sanctions have caused 
hungs - and(fiseaseamongdvO- 
ians - Mr Cook (fid receive some 
comfort yesterday at a meeting 
with his German opposite num- 
ber Joschka Fischer The idea 
is for a European Union initia- 
tive to tackle h umanitari an 
needs not bring catered for by 
the UN ofl-fbr-fbod programme. 

But there Britain and the 
UnitedStatesbegmtopartcom- 
pany with their affies. Mr Flscha* 
UDdafined the need to create dr- 
cumstances where a similar 
showdown need not occur That 
would be a "difficult challenge fa- 
all parties", he said, impfidtly 


re>nmg Inrwvwpmmiiai This, fon, 

is broadly the Paris line, but 
France's objections to last 
week’s raids run deeper The 
French feel sanctions are close 
to PYhflugtmg their usefulness; 
u Vfe should go towards a lifting 
of the embargo," the fbreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine, said on 
French radio yesterday. 

Difficulties also loom for the 
UN’s inspection mission. Tadtty, 
even Britain acknowledges that 
a return of the old-style Unscom 
is not an the cards. But any 
modified system seems bound 
to be even weaker. Nor is 
Britain prepared to sacrifice 
Richard Butler the Unscom 
chief who is said to be a US 
stooge. “We have confidence in 
Mr Butler, ” Mr Fbtchett said , 
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Bunker targeted to encourage coup 


For instant cover 

0800 029 029 


SADDAM HUSSEIN'S presiden- 
tial bunker was targeted by US 
and RAF bombers as part of a 
plan to topple the Iraqi dictator; 
by encouraging a coup among 
his senior military officers, the 
Government said yesterday. 

It released more details of 
the bombing oF 100 targets in an 
attempt to convince people in 
Britain that it was rifedive, and 
it was following a long-term 
plan to bring down Saddam. 

_®th Tony Blair facing 
u.c*mger criticism about the 
lack of a dear objective for the 
raids, the Prime Minis ter’s of- 
ficial spokesman lashed out at 


BY COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Michael Howard, the Tory 
spokesman on foreign affairs, 
accusing him of possessing 
“the intellectual grip of a baby" 
after suggesting the US and 
Britain effectively should have 
set out to kill the dictator. “It is 
absurd. It is a ridiculous argu- 
ment" said the spokesman. 
Some of the criticism came 

from pilots who took part in the 

raids. Downing Street refused 
to confirm or deny they would 
be reprimanded for speaking 
out but said “individual pilots 


could not have the big picture". 

Robin Cook, the Fbreign Sec- 
retary, spent the day holding 
telephone discussions with Eu- 
ropean and Arab leaders to try 
to build support for new non- 
military action against Iraq. 

One of the clear aims of the 
bombing was to encourage a re- 
newed attempt at a coup by 
high-ranking officers sur- 
rounding Saddam by attacking 
his Republic Guard, destroying 
his command and control com- 
munications, and hitting his 
presidential bunker and resi- 
dence in Baghdad. 

“The specific thinking behind 


these targets is to build on to 
the fears that Saddam has of a 
coup by his own officers," said 
the spokesman. 

There were reports of Iraqi 
troop movements ‘that are 
thought to deal with the possi- 
ble uprising they fear", added 
the spokesman. 

“Because of his fears about 
a coup against him and partic- 
ularly because a series of at- 
tempts have been made, he 
takes most of the important de- 
cisions hiingptf His internal 
communications have been 
badly dama ged It will be diffi- 
cult for him to get his messages 


out to his military infrastruc- 
ture. That will be causing him 
difficulties.” 

The latest assessments of 
sites hit were: 30 were involved 
with the production of 
“weapons of mass destruction" 
20 were command facilities and 
communications networks, and 
nine were connected with the 
Republican Guard. Attacks on 
35 targets “have left the Iraqi 
air defence system in ruins" 
and six successfully hit tar- 
gets related to remotely pilot- 
ed planes designed to deliver 
Iraq's chemical and biological 
weapons. 
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A drama a day ke< 
publicity machine 


By Paul mccann 
M edia Editor 


ANY OTHER self-publicist would 
have given up. With a Gulf war 
raging and the first impeach' 
ment of a President since 1868, 
balloonists looking for head' 
lines might have thought it 
worth waiting until a slightly Qui- 
eter week - perhaps the time a 
UFO kidnaps Prince Harry. 

But that would be to under- 
estimate the power of the 
Richard Branson publicity 
machine. 

Since the first brave asser- 
tions that his bid to circum- 
navigate the globe in a balloon 
would not be put off by the lit- 
tle matter of cruise missiles on 
his route. Britain's most popu- 
lar entrepreneur has managed 
to provide a drama and, more 
importantly, a story every day. 

Lfoya was the first to oblige. 
It is only the first country a glob- 
al balloonist hits when heading 
west from Morocco, but some- 
how permission to fly over it 
had not been secured until a 
“dramatic 1 ' last-minute mes- 
sage from Branson personally 
to Colonel Gaddafi. 

At take-off accompanied by 
400 hired nomads, and almost 
as many journalists at the Mar- 
rakesh “news centre", a few 
small holes appeared in the fab- 
ric of the balloon, allowing a few 
small stories to appear. 



BRANSON'S BATTLE ‘AGAINST THE ODDS’ 


Richard Branson is seen off on his latest adventure by his wife and daughter, left, flying over the Himalayas, centre, on a journey that sees him dodge a war and two no-fly zones ... so far 


But barely does the ICO 
Global Balloon clear North 
Africa and the stories improve. 
Reports in the Sunday papers 
have the whole trip threatened 
by a sick Branson. He is hit by 
“dry lung syndrome" - an illness 
similar to a sore throat except 
that it affects people in balloons 
with their own press officers. 


But miraculously the ailing 
millionaire recovers enough by 
the next day to take the helm 
of the balloon for the most 
thrilling part of the journey so 
far. like Biggies cloned with 
Scott of the Antarctic, Branson 
now steers his balloon between 
not one but two “no fly zones". 
Ducking and weaving iflm only 


a 272ft balloon can, he avoids 
Georgia and Iran. 

Without a trace of irony Mike 
Kendrick, the project director; 
declares on Sunday that there 
had been “an average of 2.6 
crises a day" since the balloon 
launched: “It has been a diffi- 
cult flight so far but we are set- 
tling down a bit now.” 


But no, by yesterday morn- 
ing the team has discovered it 
cannot fly over the bit of China 
it promised to and the Chinese 
are planning to refuse permis- 
sion to By any other way. Being 
no mean slouches at publicity 
themselves. Downing Street 
swings into action to try to se- 
cure free passage. 


The publicity operation that 
is taking Branson around the 
world is led by his Virgin Group 
publicity guru, Jackie McQuil- 
lan. With Win Whitehom, bis 
long-time adviser; also at bis 
side, Branson and Virgin have 
some of be most skilled pub- 
Bdly people in the business. Par 
a long time the group eschewed 


an advertising agency, prefer- 
ring to generate free column 
inches and television coverage 
themselves. 

The publicity team is helped 
by public interest in Branson 
himself. “People are interested 
in him, " says an insider who 
once worked in publicity for the 
Virgin empire. “But they have 


actually been trying to tone it 
down recently. 

“The balloon doesn't have 
Virgin written on the side and 
he's given up wearing wedding 
dresses and other stupid 
stunts. There was a time when 
Richard would show up to the 
opening of an envelope if he 
thought he’d get a headline." 
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VIRGIN TRAINS, the railway 
subsidiary of the ballooning 
billionaire Richard Branson, 
provided “no effective service" 
for a total of 148 days across dif- 
ferent parts of the network 
over the past year. 

The extent of delays and 
hold-ups on sections of its em- 
pire was so severe on these 
days that Virgin declared them 
“void” - which means they do 
not counted in government per- 
formance tables. The tables 
are used to determine whether 
season-ticket holders are enti- 
tled to discounts because of 
poor sendee. 

In exchange for this opt-out, 
tiie train company has to give 
monthly season-ticket holders 
a day's extension or arrange 
similar compensation. But 
regulators are concerned the 
void-day rule means the per- 
formance tables do not give a 
proper guide to service levels. 

Figures published by the 
Department for the Environ- 
ment, Transport and the Re- 
gions, showed that Virgin 
declared 148 days “void” over 
the 12 months to November 14. 

Its flagship West Coast main 
line from London to Glasgow 
contributed 120 of these days - 

36 on its West Midlands routes, 

37 on its North West Group and 
47 for Scotland. Its Cross- 
Country network of Intercity 
services, which do not go via 
London, declared 28 days void 

Virgin said it had been af- 


By Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 

fected by extremely poor 
weather, such as flooding in 
Scotland last Christmas and in 
the Midlands at Easter. 

Across the rail network a 
total of 343 days were declared 
void Other aiders" included L 
Central Ttains with 48 days, S3- 
verlink, the north London and 
Home Counties commuter ser- 
vice, with 39, and Great West- 
ern Tfrains with 27. 

The Transport minister 
Glenda Jackson said the Office 
of Passenger Rail Fran chising 
(Opraf) would include the 
number of void days in its next 
quarterly bulletin of train per- 
formance, due in February. The 
last bulletin showed reliability^ 
and punctuality fell below lefl* 
els achieved by British RaiL 

They showed Virgin trig- 
gered discounts on three route . 
groups. More than a quarter of 
West Coast Scottish trains were 
late, while more than 15 per 
cent of West Coast North West 
and Virgin Crosscountry were 
late. These did not include void 
days. Monthly figures pub- 
lished tomorrow are expected 
to show an improvement. . 

Virgin produced its own pas- 
senger charter this month, ’ 
which offers vouchers worth 25 ^ 
per cent of the ticket price fbrijjp 
passengers delayed an hour; ■ 
and the lull price for those de-. 
laved by two hours. 
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A BARONET vicar who lived 
on a council estate and drove 
a battered old van has left 
more than £5m in his will. 

The Reverend Sir James 
Roll presided over the run- 
down parish of St John’s 
Church in Dagenham. Essex, 
from 1958 to 1983. He kept his 
largely self-made fortune a 
secret until after he died in 
Februaiy this year, aged 87. It 
was accumulated by invest- 
ment rather than being inher- 
ited with the title. Its size was 
only disclosed when his will 
was published this month. 

Lynn Foster, a friend and 
former St John's church war- 
den, said; “I thought we would 
have to raise money for his 
funeral, so I was stunned to 
hear of how much he left. I 
knew he had some money but 
he invested it wisely in insur- 
ance schemes and that must 
have been his secret." 

Other colleagues remem- 
ber a kind man whose only 
close companion was a terrier 
called Lucy. -He was the 
archetypal scruffy old vicar, 
with a heart of gold." said the 
Rev R oger Gayler. of the 


By tom newton Dunn 

neighbouring St Mark's 
Church “His dog-collar didn't .. 
fit, his mac had certainly seen A 
better days, he drove a bat- 
tered old van and lived in an 
ordinary house on a council 
estate which was owned by 
tire Water Board. He wasn't 
mean - money just didn't mat- 
ter to him." 

Sir James left £200,000 to a 
variety of animal homeless 
and children’s charities, but 
the bulk of his fortune went to 
his step-sister and other dis- 
tant relatives. He also left 
£10,000 to St Clement's 
Church, Leigh-on-Sea, where 
he had a home to which be 
took poor children on holiday. 
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’s oldest whale is 
in the Himalayas 


Protocetus, an ‘archaeocete’ descendent of the newly found Himala yan whale Natural History Museum 


A FOSSILISED jawbone of the 
world's oldest whale has been 
discovered in the foothills of the 
Himalayas -a part of the world 
that was once a sea separating 
two ancient continents. 

The find sheds new light on 
the evolution of one of the most 
successful groups of sea mam- 
mals. which became adapted to 
a semi-aquatic life in river es- 
tuaries and shallow seas before 
becoming fully marine. 

Scientists have dated the 
fossil to about 53.5 million 
years old, making it 3.5 million 
years older than the previous 
oldest known member of the 
whale family. 

The ancient whale, called 
Hmalayacetus subathuensis, 
probably only spent some of its 
time in water returning to dry 
land to rest and breed. 

Its jawbone contains teeth 
that are clearly adapted to 
eating fish, according to Philip 
Gingerich. of the University of 
Michigan, and Sunil Bajpai, of 


By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 

the University of Roorkee, in 
northern India. 

In a paper published in the 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, the sci- 
entists say the fossil is a sig- 
nificant find because of both its 
extreme age and because it was 
found in a layer of sediments 
dearly associated with marine 
animals rather than freshwater 
spedes. 

H. subathuensis is consid- 
erably older than a more recent 
whale ancestor, Pakicetus, 
which has also been linked 
with the ancient Tethys Sea 
separating Asia and the Indi- 
an subcontinent before they 
collided to form the Himalayan 
mountains. 

Pakicetus is believed to 
have been the ancestor of the 
first truly andent whale, ar- 
chaeocetus, a fish-eater that 
grew to about the size of a mod- 


ern porpoise and lived more 
than 35 million years ago. 

••When first described, pa- 
kicetus was interpreted as an 
amphibious initial stage of 
whale evolution that rested 
and reproduced on land and en- 
tered Tethys opportunistically 
to feed on fish," the sdentisls 
say. 

The latest fossil jawbone 
was recovered from a sedi- 
mentary layer 100 metres 
deeper than previous pakicetus 
finds. Bajpai and Gingerich 
say. “This not only extends the 
fossil record of Cetacea fthe 
whale family] back in time, 
but also reinforces the idea that 
whales originated on the mar- 
gin of Tethys and corroborates 
interpretation of pakicetids as 
an initial amphibious stage of 
cetacean evolution entering 
Tethys to feed on fish.’’ 

The chemical composition of 
other early whale fossils 
showed evidence of life in 
freshwater rather than sea en- 


vironments. Analysis of phos- 
phate in the newly discovered 
fossil teeth revealed values 
half way between those asso- 
ciated with freshwater and 
sea-living species, the scien- 
tists report 

"Himalayacetus came from 
a shallow, oyster-bearing ma- 
rine deposit whereas Pakice- 
tus and the other oldest 
pakicetids known previously 
came from continental red beds 
and were found in association 
with land mammals,” they say. 

Although modern wbales 
have lost their hind legs, their 
earlier ancestors evidently had 
functional limbs that allowed 
them to roam around on land. 
Archaeocetns had two vestigial 
hind legs that protruded from 
its body but which seemed to 
serve little or no function. Far- 
ther adaptations allowed mod- 
ern whales to exploit the rich 
ocean environment to become, 
in the case of the blue whale, 
the largest animal on Earth. 
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A MAN WAS charged yesterday 
with the murder of Sharon 
Lester, whose two-year-old 
daughter was found dead on 
Sunday night, left in a rubbish 
bag on wasteland. 

Ms Lester, 22, was found at 
her home in Kensington, Liv- 
erpool, on Saturday. She had 
been beaten and repeatedly 
^stabbed. Her daughter, Jade, 
■was discovered close to a 
reservoir. 

John Part, 24, spoke yes- 
terday only to confirm his name 
during a four-minute hearing 
before magistrates in Liverpool 
An unemployed joinec of Kens- 
ington, Liverpool he is charged 
with murdering Ms Lester be- 
tween 12 and 19 December. 

He is also accused of bur- 
gling her home in Ling Street 
K “£ >re 19 December 311(1 steal - 
improperly. 

Mr Park, wearing a grey 
sweatshirt and tracksuit bot- 
toms. was remanded into police 
custody. He will reappear in 
court later this week There was 
no application for bail by the de- 
fence solicitor; Gerry Bowen, 
and reporting restrictions were 
not lifted. 

A nationwide hunt was 
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Sharon Lester had been 
beaten and stabbed 


By Jason Bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 

launched for Jade after her 
mother's body was found in a 
recess under stairs in the back 
dining room of her terraced 
house on Saturday. 

Detective Superintendent 
Russ Walsh told a press con- 
ference yesterday that Ms 
Lester was a devoted mother 
“She was extremely devoted 
and Jade was a well-cared-for 
child and well-loved. The fam- 
ily themselves are absolutely 
devastated" 

He said they had still been 
unable to trace Jade's father 
“Unfortunately. Sharon did not 
divulge the name of the father 
to her family. We are having 
great difficulty to tracking the 
father down. 

“If the father is aware of 
what's happened then we 
would tike him to contact us. It’s 
quite important to the investi- 
gation that we trace him." 

Mr Walsh said Jade was 
found by a team of officers in- 
cluding two women constables 
on waste ground near a reser- 
voir. Her fully clothed body was 
found to a bin bag, which had 
been tied with string and left in 
an overgrown grassy area, 
where it was hidden from view. 

Police heading the investi- 
gation said that they had traced 
two men seen in a white van 
dose to the house in Ling Road 
and had ruled them out of the 
inquiry. “They both came for- 
ward and have been eliminat- 
ed in terms of involvement in 
the offence." 

A second man, seen in a yel- 
low van, still has not been 
traced, he added. 

Police are still awaiting the 
results of a post-mortem ex- 
amination to discover exactly 
how Jade died. So far no one 
has been questioned about her 
death. 


this Christmas. 






fcew test detects 
cancer earlier 




A TEST for cervical cancer that 
can detect changes in the cells 
at an earlier stage than existing 
methods and could reduce mis- 
diagnoses has been developed 
by scientists. 

Tbe system, which uses 
infrared fight to analyse the 
chemical composition of cells, 
can spot those in the earliest 
stage of becoming cancerous 
before tbe changes are visible 
under the microscope. 

The discovery, by US re- 
searchers from Rockefeller 
University in New ybrt, and the 
biotech company Digilab, to 

td^hird advance reported in 
the past 10 days which, it is 
claimed, could improve the ac- 
curacy of screening. 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

The others involve the use of 
antibodies to mart abnormal 
cells with a telltale dye to make 
them easier to recognise, mid a 
technique of “liquid cytology” in 
whkh the cervical cells to be ex- 
amined are first dispersed in 
liquid before being spread out 
on the slide to mate them eas- 
ier to see. 

The latest development, re- 
ported in the US journal Pro- 
ceedings of (he Academy of •, 
Sciences , involved a study erf 
ceils token from 10 healthy 
women, seven women with the 
pre-malignant stage of cervical 
cancer known as qysplasia and 
five with cervical cancer 
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Why I’m 
battling 
against 
the euro, 
by Lord 
Owen 

THE MAN dubbed “Dr Death" BY ANDREW GRICE 
will spring back into political Political Editor 
life early in the new year Lord 

Owen will launch a group that While welcoming Labour's 
will be pro-European but op- constitutional reforms, he 
posed to early British entry warned; “We are in slight dan- 
in to the single currency. ger of constitutional indiges- 

The former Labour foreign tion. You can go too Cast; you 
secretary and leader of the now need to pace yourself. Im- 
defiract Social Democratic proving education and 
Party (SDP), who today speaks Britain’s competitiveness and 
rarely about domestic politics, modernising the country are 
told The Independent he felt in the important issues." 
“sympathy" with Tony Blair’s Despite his admiration for 
Government Mr Blair, the 60-year-old life 

"1 see New Labour as a vin- peer who sits defiantly as an 
cJcation of most of what the SDP Independent Social Democrat 
did,” hesaid. “I am very Phased in the Lords, will be on the op- 
with what has happened." posite side of the fence to the 

Lord Owen was loathed by Prime Minister when he 
Labour critics who believed he launches his new think-tank, 
should fight his corner rather “I am not going back into 

than found the SDP - and re- party politics,” he emphasised 
named him Dr Death for the repeatedly. “My political life 
damage they claimed he was died with the SDP I am out of 
doing to the party -and he re- it, I want to stay out of it” 
mains a hate figure to them. Lord Owen said the group. 

But be insists that the break- which he will chair, would pro- 
away party had "a very impor- vide “education and informa- 
tant influence" in forcing tion" about the historic 
Labour to modernise. “Labour decision feeing Britain. Al- 
had the shock of its life in 1983. though it will campaign along- 
when it saw those SDP posters side the diffuse 30-plus groups 
on its council estates," he said, hostile to the euro if Mr Blair 
He revealed that he now calls a referendum. Lord Owen 
met Mr Blair “from time to has rebuffed requests to head 
time", but would not elaborate, an umbrella “No” group. At 
“1 think Blair is doing very well, this stage, his think-tank “does 
though it's early days. In per- not want to be associated with 
sonal terms, he has done well people who have a long trade 
on Northern Ireland. He is right record of scepticism and lack 
to make education a priority." of enthusiasm for Europe”. 



Lord Owen, renamed Dr Death’ by bis Labour critics, sees New Labour as a vindication of the breakaway SDp which he led from 1983 to 1987 JohnVoos 


Other members of his group 
indude Lord Prior; the for- 
mer Tory cabinet minis ter, 
now nhairnum of GEC, and 
Martm Taylor; who has just 
stood down as chief executive 
of Barclays Bank. 

Lord Owen promised that 
there would be people “from all 
walks of life, whose hallmark is 
a lifetime of commitment to the 
European Union. We are seri- 
ous Europeans whoare worried 
about any rapid movement to a 
single currency" He insisted: “ft 
will not be a group of old stagers 
and old farts. Ife will involve the 
younger generation-” 


Lord Owen is convinced 
that the other groups opposing 
the euro are wrong to start the 
“No” campaig n now, since that 
might help to make a referen- 
dum inevitable. 

Despite growing specula- 
tion that Mr Blair willarrange 
a poll shortly after the next gen- 
eral election, Lord Owen said; 
"It is perfedty possible we 
win never have a referendum! 
dont deny that maybe his [Mr 
Blair’s] inclination would be to 
go in if he saw a window of op- 
portunity in the opinion polls. 
But I think we could mount a 
very effective referendum 


campaig n , even if we started 
behind in the polls. 

“What is at issue is the 
self-confidence of Britain as a 
self-governing nation. The dis- 
advantages are clear. You are 
in a straitjacket You cannot 
change your exchange rate or 
interest rates.” 

Lord Owen insisted that 
Britain could still play an im- 
portant role in the EUwhfle re- 
maining outside the euro. “We 
might have to be taken more 
serxousty than if we just be- 
come absorbed by the 12 [join- 
ing members]." v 

Nor would membership 


boost Mr Blair’s hopes of join- 
ing the Franco-German al- 
liance. ‘They are the dynamic, 
the reason the EU exists today. 
It would be very foolish to be- 
lieve that could be changed. I 
draft think it will ever become 
a trila ter al relationship.” 

He will not say that Britain 
should never join the euro. 
“There may be circumstances 
where you might s ee substan- 
tial economic advantages, but 
you would have to be sure 
that the EU would not become 
a United States of Europe. 
That battle has to be fought fra 
the next five to ten years. If 


people think EMU [economic 
and monetary union] is part of 
a downward escalator to a 
United States of Europe, they 
will be very against it 

“But I draft think we should 
be hostile [to EMU]. I have no 
time for those who will rejoice 
eve^ time it runs into trouble.” 

However he £d rejoice a fit- 
tie at two recent events; the 
Franco-German demands for 
the single currency to be ac- 
companied by a common EU 
tax policy, and the lack of EU 
support for the British and 
United States bombing of Iraq. 
Fbr Lord Owen, the latter was 


a “classic example” of how 
majority voting in EU foreign 
policy would never work, since 
Britain under such a system 
could not have acted alone. 
“Tony Blair tried to persuade 
the other EU countries to sup- 
port him, but they failed him," 
he said. 

Lord Owen believes that 
his latest - and possibly last- 
crusade will triumph, but con- 
ceded: “At the end of the day, 
if the younger generation de- 
cide they want the single cur- 
rency we wflJ have to go for it 
the whole hog ButI will regret 
it tony dying day.” 
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Quintessence (kwinte 
tquinte essence - med. 
essence’of ancient and 
of which the heaven! 
b. The cats whiskers 1 
a highly refined essen 
tincture obtained by 
perfect form or manife 

e. Consummate; of the 
Model of excellence, s 

f. impeccable; Not liabl 
h. Sublime; exalted, s 
wonder i. The top do, 
most refined of its kin 


late ME. [- Fr quintessence, 
essence.] l.The ‘fifth 
philosophy, the substance 
odies were composed 
part of any substance; 
emistry, an alcoholic 
c.The purest or most 
70. dThe bees knees 
ction or completeness. 

lent person or thing, 
ultless. g. King pin 
as to inspire awe or 
of a q.; the purest or 
uintesse-ntiaUy adv. 


Ministers ‘putting arms 
before human rights’ 


By Fran abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 


MINISTERS HAVE soft-pedalled 
on human rights abuses abroad 
to avoid losing lucrative trade 
deals including arms sales, a 
House of Commons committee 
suggested yesterday 

Members of the foreign Af- 
fairs Select Committee were 
critical of Britain's attitude to 
Indonesia, where the UK has 
struck important arms deals, 
and China, to which Tony Blair 
led a trade mission this year. 
They said that while some de- 
partments, such as tiie Foreign 
Office, were dearly worried 
about human rights, those re- 
sponsible for trade seemed less 
concerned. Launching their re- 
port on foreign policy and 
human rights, MPs from all par- 
ties said Britain's attitude to- 
wards the former Suharto 
regime in Indonesia had been 
softened by its desire to sell 
arms. 

The committee’s chairman, 
Donald Anderson, criticised a 



The criticised picture of Cook and Suharto Popperfoto 


picture in the Government's an- 
nual human rights report of 
Robin Cook, the Fbreign Sec- 
retary, shaking hands with 
President Suharto, who re- 
signed amid mounting unrest in 
May. “The temptation is to be 
strong on weak countries and 
weak on strong countries. In- 
donesia was dearly a country 
where there were substantial 
prcijects including arms pur- 
chases in prospect," he said 


Diane Abbott, the Labour 
MP for Hackney North and 
Stoke Newington, described 
the photograph as “a standing 
indictment of the Foreign Sec- 
retary". She added: “Some of us 
do discern a difference be- 
tween what we see as the gen- 
uine interest of the Fbreign 
Secretary in human rights and 
the long-standing interest in 
arms sales of the Ministry of 
Defence, the Department of 


Ttade and Industry and 
possibly 10 Downing Street 1 
Britain's “constructive en- 
gagement” in Indonesia con- 
trasted with its tough stance 
aga i ns t the Abacha regime in 
Nigeria, also now defunct the 
committee said 
The report said some 
progress had been made and 
committee members added 
that their conclusions, made 18 
months into the new adminis- 
tration, must be tentative. How- 
ever, there was certainly 
inconsistency in the way the 
“ethical” dimension to foreign^ . 
policy operated. The report** 
criticised the Government for 
not taking a stronger line 
against China, say ing the Chi- 
nese government had claimed 
a “propaganda victory” after 
the EU failed to censure it 
A Fbreign Office spokesman 
welcomed the positive aspects 
of the report Tt does praise his 
[Robin Cook’s] work on the 
EU arms code, the Interna- . 
tional Criminal Court and the 
human rights annual report” 


Mandelson jobs 
promise ‘false’ 


THE UNEMPLOYED are being 
misted byBeter Mandelson with 
the promise of thousands of 
jobs that do not exist the Oppo- 
sition saM yesterday. 

The Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry had “fiddled” 
the figures because only 108 out 
of 2,040 “new” jobs quoted by 
him were actual vacancies. 

The Government denied the 
allegations and in turn accused 
the shadow Trade and Industry 
spokesman, John Redwood, of 
indulging in “ally scare stories". 

The controversy centred on 
Mr Mandelson's recent daixn 
that the North-east could 
weather large-scale redundan- 
cies caused by the closure of 
Siemens and Fujitsu plants be- 
cause more jobs were being 
created by other firms- He said 


by Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 

the region had generated more 
vacancies than redundancies 
and added: T want people to go 

out and talk up the region. I 
don't want people talking us 
down." 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry said 2,000 posts 
had been created by a Barclays 
call centre in Sunderland, and 
Alloy Processing in Newton 
AycHffe was offering 40 jobs. 

But Barclays will have 100 
jobs by the end of this month, 
while the steel company will 
have eight Mr Redwood said 
Mr Mandelson had been “fid- 
dling the figures to give the im- 
pression that more jobs have 
been created than lost." 


Battle hots up on^ 
Welsh Assembly 


THE BATTLE for the Labour 
leadership of the Welsh As- 
sembly took a new twist yes- 
terday when the Welsh 
Secretary, Alun Michael, was 
accused of running scared of 
the voters. 

He was attacked by sup- 
porters of his rival, Rhodri Mor- 
gan, after saying he would not 
contest one of the 40 con- 
stituency seats for the assem- 
bly in May. Instead, he wanted 
to be one of 20 assembly mem- 
bers elected from regional “top- 
up" party lists by proportional 
representation. He will stand in 
Mid and West Wales, made up 
of eight individual constituen- 
cies, none of which has backed 
him in the leadership contest 

He said he had been invited 
for selection in half a dozen safe 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 



oers- “Because as 
hers elected throu 
cany out duties i 
eight constituents 
IwilLasanadditii 
be able to focus oi 
needs.” 
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Saudi nurse stole 
cash from patient 



Lucille McLauchlan, tight-lipped, leaving Dundee Sheriff Court yesterday 

, i 

Seasonal ways 
to steal cars 


Fotopress Dundee 


A NURSE jailed in Saudi 
Arabia over the murder of a 
colleague was found guilty 
yesterday of stealing from a 
patient in Britain. 

Lucille McLauchlan, 33. 
took money from an elderly 
patient while at King's Cross 
Hospital, Dundee, in 1996, and 
then forged references to get 
work. She was also convicted 
of reset - handling a stolen 
bank card. 

The court appearance fol- 
lowed the nurse’s release from 
Saudi Arabia earlier this yean 
She spent 17 months in jail 
after being convicted of being 
an accessory to murder. 

Sheriff Alastair Stewart, at 
Dundee Sheriff Court, 
deferred sentence until 18 
January for reports. 

Although she was found 
guilty of using the bank card, 
McLauchlan was acquitted of 
stealing it while working at 


By andy Denholm 

the Dundee hospital. And 
while found guilty of using 
forged references, she was 
cleared of allegedly using 
them to obtain a job in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The court heard that one of 
the most crucial pieces of evi- 
dence that helped to convict 
her of the theft of £300 was a 
two-and-a-half-minute sequ- 
ence from a bank security 
video, which showed Mc- 
Lauchlan next to a cash 
machine in Dundee. 

McLauchlan was unable to 
say what she had been doing 
there as she did not have an 
account at the branch. 

Sheriff Stewart described 
her actions and die length of 
time spent at the machine as 
“highly suspicious”. 

“It is theoretically possible 
that she may have been doing 


something else such as mak- 
ing a balance inquiry but I 
suggest that is the sort of fan- 
ciful speculation that juries 
are directed to avoid.” 

The sheriff described Me 
Lauchlan's use of forged ref- 
erences. which she gave to the 
Speedwell Nurses Recruit- 
ment Agency. Dundee, as “a 
clearly thought out and 
planned pattern of deceit with 
a view to obtaining employ- 
ment abroad”. He said they 
contained “untrue state- 
ments” and “complete lies". 

McLauchlan - who appear- 
ed under her married name of 
Feme - sat impassively in the 
dock as the verdicts were read 
out and refused to speak to 
reporters as she left the court 

One of the references pur- 
porting to come from Loraine 
Deuchars of King’s Cross Hos- 
pital spoke of McLauchlan’s 
“good working relationship 


with staff” and described her 
as “very popular” with 
patients and relatives. But 
Miss Deuchars told the court 
she had not seen the letter. 

McLauchlan was suspended 
by King's Cross Hospital in 
April 1996 after a police inves- 
tigation into the missing h ank 
card and she was sacked after 
a hearing on 14 May. 

By that time she had 
approached the agency, asking 
about work abroad. Soon aftee 
sbe got a job at the King Fhhd 
military hospital in Saudi Ara- 
bia. While there, McLauchlan 
was jailed with Deborah Parry, 
another nurse, after the death 
of Yvonne Gilford, an Aus- 
tralian, in 1996. 

A Saudi court convicted her 
of being an accessory to mur- 
der and sentenced her to eight 
years in prison and 500 lashes. 
She flew home after her sen- 
tence was commuted in Mav. 


MOTORING ORGANISATIONS 
have identified three new types 
of car thief who have sprung up 
in response to the latest at- 
tempts by manufacturers and 
police forces to improve vehi- 
cle security. 

These new techniques - 
known as “frosting”, “hook- 
ing” and “gifting" - take 
advantage of drivers' compla- 
cency that their cars are theft- 
proof. Thieves are selecting 
high-vaJue luxury saloon 
cars such as Jaguars and 
Mercedes. 

■Frosting, which originated in 
the West Midlands, preys on 
motorists who leave their en- 
gines running while the car de- 
frosts and nip into the house 
for a cup of tea. The thief 
sneaks into the car and drives 
off with an early Christmas 
present;, 

■ 53Hoo&ig is when car thieves 
$osh long metal hooks through 
letterboxes to prise away keys 
left hanging near the front 
door; 

■ Gifting is a seasonal crime. 


By Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 

Many Christmas shoppers re- 
turn to their cars halfway 
through the trip and leave 
parcels visible on the back- 
seat or on the hatchback shelf. 

The RAC said these crimes 
had emerged since local coun- 
cils and business started mak- 
ing greater use of close circuit 
television iCCTV) in high crime 
areas. Last year thieves pryed 
on garage forecourts as many 
drivers left their keys in the car 
while paying for petrol, but this 
bad been made too difficult by 
CCTV 

Edmund King, RAC director 
of campaigns, said: “Security 
improvements, alarms and im- 
proved immobilisers have 
made it much harder for the car 
thief to break into and steal lux- 
ury cars.” 

He said simple measures, 
such as concealing car keys and 
not leaving car doors open or 
their contents visible, would 
prevent the problem. 


Anwa r Ibrahim 

jB&JH In solitary confinement, 
*** soun(l of s 'lnnce 
is quite deafening 
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A hectic lifestyle and not always sticking to a sensible 
diet could make you more susceptible to nasty cold 
viruses. New Zinc Defence's advanced formula helps 
support your immune system's resistance to infection. 
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DEFENCE 


HELPING YOU FIGHT OFF COLDS. 


Due to the incredible popularity of ray as you Talk, our 
Helpline service has been very busy end there may be a delay 
in answering your cal!. Our busiest days v/ii! probably be 
Christmas Dcy end Boxing Dcy, and if you can't get through 
we would like ro apologise far any inconvenience that this may 
cause. Don't target our Helpline is open 24hrs a day. 

To help us help you further, if you have bought a digital 
handset, you no longer need to phone the Creditline to check 
your Coiling or Service Credit. Simply dial *#1345# followed 
by the SEND key or press the Hotkey. After a few moments 
your balance will be displayed on the screen of your phone. 
This service is free, of course. 

We would also like to encourage you to register your details 
by post’ by filling in the ccrd in the box. To give you more 
time, v/e have extended the return cate for registrations for our 
Pay as you Talk Christmas oromoticn. So if you have used 
your phone by December 31st 199S and we receive your card 
by January 14th 1999, you will still qualify for the norma; 

£2.50 worth of Ceiling Credit end the £10 special Christmas 
effert Our final wish is that you enjoy Christmas and using 
your phone. 
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Illinois 
wrestler 
chosen 
to ‘heal’ 


CRISIS IN WASHINGTON — — 

Three republican speakers in three mont^ 


the independent 

T r> December 1998 




THE YEAR of the wrestler is 
nigh. Before the weekend. Den- 
nis Hastert, a Republican Rep- 
resentative for Illinois for the 
past 12 years, was one of a 
crowd of almost anonymous 
mid-Wes tern conservatives 
who worked in the backrooms 
and quietly cast bis vote with 
the party. Now, “Denny” Has- 
tert follows the governor elect 
of Minnesota, Jesse Ventura, 
into the national spotlight as the 
latest of the wrestling fraternity 
to find fame. 

The former college wrestling 
coach, small-town school- 
teacher and one-time farm-boy 
is on the brink of becoming 
Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, heir to the gavel 
of Newt Gingrich and the third 
in the hierarchy of the Ameri- 
can Constitution. If President 
Clinton were to leave office 
(which he swears he will not) 
and something untoward hap- 
pened to A1 Gore, the House 
Speaker is next in line. 

It is to Mr Hastert, 56, that 
senior Republicans have 
turned in their hour of need His 
was the name canvassed after 
the Speaker-elect, Bob Liv- 
ingston, resigned in spectacu- 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington 

lar and precipitate fashion on 
Saturday. His slightly tousled 
visage was the one that looked 
out of yesterday's newspapers, 
and he has already collected 
sufficient votes, it is said to be 
assured of election when the 
House reconvenes next month. 

In appearance and mann er, 
Mr Hastert could hardly be 
more different from either of his 
two predecessors. Unlike Newt 
Gingrich, he is low-key and 
stayed out of the limelight for 
his five terms in the House. He 
lacks the tall, eloquent, urban- 
ity of Bob Livingston. Those 
who will elect him and have of- 
fered their support, also hope 
he lacks Mr Livingston's philan- 
dering tendencies and Mr Gin- 
grich's chequered marital past 

On those counts, it seems, 
Mr Hastert - still married to his 
first wife, with two grown-up 
sons - is in the clear. He also 
presents no ideological risks, 
like his predecessors - the au- 
thor of the “Charter with Amer- 
ica" and the Speaker who never 
took office - he is a downhome 
conservative and a practised 
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NEWT GINGRICH 

Got the big elbow from the voters at the mid-term 
elections, just when he thought his moment had come. In 
any case, he was not really in a position to throw stones 
labelled ‘family values" at Clinton... 


BOB LIVINGSTON 

...which meant the Republican baton was handed to the elo- 
quent and urbane Bob Livingston. But Mr Livingston’s phi- 
landering caught up with him. just as he stepped 
out of the shadows--. 


DENNIS HASTERT 

...so the time of the farm boy is here. Dennis Hastert, who 
was also once a wrestling coach and a schoolteacher, is now 
about to inherit the Speaker's gavel. But the talk now is: 
he may be moral, but is he his own man? 


deal-maker. Which is why he 
was the immediate first choice 
of the two most influential men 
in the House. The outgoing 
Speaker; Mr Gingrich, and the 
chief whip, Tbm DeLay, were 
reported to have settled on 
Has tert-a deputy whip -with- 


in minutes of Mr Livingston's 
resignation (or perhaps, the 
more vicious tongues say even 
before it), and “worked” the 
phones to drum up support 
While Mr Gingrich virtually 
opted out of involvement in the 
House after his resignation 


last month, and declined to 
diair the impeachment debate, 
Mr DeLay is seen as the chief 
author of President Clinton’s 
distress. He, it is said, led the 
campaign for impeachment 
even after the Democrats' 
strong performance in the mid- 


term elections, and it was his 
dogged recruitment of support 
that led to last week's votes. 

This has led House Democ- 
rats, bitter about what they 
say is the “partisanship” of the 
impeachment to ask whether 
Dennis Hastert will be any- 


thing more than a surrogate for 
Mr DeLay - a fundamentalist 
former pest-control officer from 
Texas, nicknamed “the ham- 
mer”. Mr Hasterfs supporters 
are hopeful that he will be his 
own man, but also - a word 
much heard in Washington in 


recent weeks - a "healer". And 
his first words to reporters 
were about ’Tecondliatiori” and 
reaching across party lines. If. 
as seems certain, he is elected 
next month, the fractious post- 
impeachment mood of the 
House will be his first challenge. 


People show that they are feeling Clinton’s pain 


NOTHING THAT President Clin- 
ton has ever said produced 
more groans of cynicism na- 
tionwide than his “I feel your 
pain" declaration back in 1992. 
A politician pretending to feel 
empathy for Everyman? Tbfl us 
another one. 

And yet here we are, two 
days after Mr Clinton's im- 


by David Usborne 
in New York 

peachment, and voters are re- 
turning him the favour. They, in 
vast numbers, are feeling his 
pain. 

As Michael Kinsley, the edi- 
tor of the online Slate magazine 
writes in this week’s Time, that 


the real story of this extraor- 
dinary year in American politics 
has not been that the President 
had his way with a 21-year-old 
intern in the Oval Office, or that 
he became the first American 
leader in 130 years to be pun- 
ished with impeachment 
The big revelation has been 
the reaction of the people. They 


did not turn against him. 

“RarebT writes Kinsley “has 
such a dear consensus been so 
unexpected”. Unexpected by 
whom? By the Republicans, 
(me assumes, who ploughed on 
with impeachment even as the 
poll numbers showed disap- 
proval with their zeal all through 
the summer and autumn and 
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who now face the risk of a long- 
term public backlash. 

And unexpected also, per- 
haps, to the pundits and opin- 
ion-peddlers of Washington 
who have been accused of 
being blind to opinion beyond 
the confines of the capital 

That is not to say that pub- 
lic opinion is not haring its im- 
pact toefay Indeed, toe polls are 
all that are saving President 
Clinton. He can afford to resist 
the notion of resigning because 
of the polls. IfxnorethanSOper 
cent of voters favoured him 
resigning he would have to 
think more carefully. 

How though, can we explain 
this loyalty? The easiest answer 
Lies with the health of toe econ- 
omy. Americans, according to 
some, are simply too comfort- 
able in this era of unbroken 
prosperity to worry about the 

Ford and 
Carter 
seek fast 
solution 


THESE ARE edited excerpts 
from an article in yesterday’s 
‘Hew York Times' co-written by 
former presidents Gerald Ford 
and Jimmy Carter. 

We are convinced that the pub- 
lic good requires a prompt and 
fair resolution of the impeach- 
ment issue Fbrtunately Senate 1 
procedures ... provide the i 
means to end this national or- 1 
deal in ways that can uphold the ' 
rule of law without permanently i 
damaging the Presidency ... 

In addition to immediate dis- 
missal of the charges against 
President Clinton, there are 
four alternatives for the Senate 
to weigh: a trial followed by ac- 
quittal; a trial followed by con- 
viction and removal from office; 
a trial followed by censure; or 
censure without a trial ... 

Imp eachmen t has already 
brought disgrace to President 
Clinton. Whatever happens in 
the near future will do little to 
affect history’s judgement of 
i him. But he is not alone before 
the bar of judgement Our po- 
litical system, too, is on trial 

We personally favour a bi- 
partisan resolution of censure 
by the Senate. Under such a 
plan. President Clinton would 
have to accept rebuke while ac- 
knowledging his wrongdoing 
and the very real harm he has 
caused. Clearly; the American 
people expect and desire an 
outcome that is firm, fair and 
untainted by partisan advan- 
tage. That is toe challenge be- 
fore us. How we meet that 
challenge will go a long way to- 
ward healing our divided nation. 


morals of the leader who has 
delivered it to them. 

But there are other things 
about this scandal that many 
voters find far more distressing 
than what Clinton did Kenneth 
Starr, for example, has earned 
opprobrium from all but the 
most hard-core of Clinton 
haters. Voters were offended 
above all, by the lurid details he 
chose to put in the report he 
sent to Congress -the semen on 
toe dress, the thong under- 
wear and that cigar As for 
Linda Tripp, the tapes of her 
conversations with Monica 
Lewinsky condemn her many 
times over out of her own mouth 
as sickeningty manipulative. 

And voters hate the parti- 
sanship that became most ap- 
parent in the votes taken on 
Saturday. The Republicans huff 
and puff that they are motrvat- 



Starn His detailed report 
was too much for some 

ed only by a desire to uphold the 
constitution and that their 
stand has nothing to do with 
party politics, but few in this 
country it seems, believe a 
word of it 

It may also be that they hate 
the intrusion that the im- 


peachment effort represents. 
This, after all, is a scandal 
about the personal failings of a 
human being. 

What wonderful irony there 
is here. The Republicans are 
meant to stand for keeping toe 
government out of toe day-to- 
dayliringof Americans. Low 
taxes, minimum regulations, ^ 
gun ownership and so forth. 
And yet here they are, tearing 
open the private life of the 
President and using what they 
find to try to force him out of of- 
fice. 

At bottom, however, it may 
be that American society has 
simply moved on. There is per- 
haps a new tolerance out there. 

An understanding that humans 
are not perfect and that iti* 
pointless to believe that a$r 
human can be so, not even the 
President of the United States. 


‘The greatest work 
of fiction since 
vows of fidelity 
were included in 
the French 
marriage service’ 

Edmund Blackadder 
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The Whole Damn Dynasty 

come OUT NOW IN 
REUef HARDBACK 
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Uncharted 
ahead for Clinton 


The Lincoln Memorial waits in the wings as Washington waits for the Senate to fulfil its duty Brian Harris 

» DC reverses 



THE DISPUTATIOUS and bit- 
terly partisan House of Repre- 
sentatives having fulfilled its 
constitutional duty. America's 
other and very different leg- 
islative chamber began to pre- 
pare the ground yesterday for 
its own decisive role in the im- 
peachment of Bill Clinton. 

If the House at great mo- 
ments of crisis tends to re- 
semble a student debating hall, 
the Senate is very much the 
upper common room; dubby, 
cloaked in traditions and above 
all imbued with a sense of its 
own self-importance. 

“The greatest deliberative 
body on earth," it was once 
fond of calling itself, until an all- 
too-visible lack of deliberative 
skills turned the phrase into a 
parody. But the illusion per- 
sists. All 1 00 senators look into 
the mirror each morning and 
see a future president, it is 
said. Although nobody from 
its ranks has been elected to 


By rupekt Cornwell 

the Presidency since John F 
Kennedy in i960, the Senate 
usually provides the bulk of 
putative candidates for the 
nomination. 

It is a place of arcane and 
seemingly immutable rules, 
yet of procedures that can be 
subtly modified to suit the hour 
Unlike the electronic voting 
system in the 435-member 
House, Senate votes are still 
conducted by roll call: “Mr 
Kennedy... Aye, Mr Kerry ... 
Aye” (or “No" as the case may 
be). Such is the plodding pace 
of democracy in the upper 
chamber. 

The clerk will go through the 
list several times. One by one 
figures laden with appropriate 
gra vitas move to the bar to 
record their vote. After 
wards they stand by in small 
buddies, as at a discreet cock- 
tail party. 


Fireworks, not surprisingly, 
are rare. Tb be sure, great oc- 
casions always possess their 
drama, and so it will be in the 
impeachment trial. But the 
very arrangement of the furni- 
ture seems designed to extract 
the passion from of the place. 
The senator has no bench but 
a desk-cum -lee turn. 

C-SPAN, the television chan- 
nel that carries Senate pro- 
ceedings in their entirety', must 
also keep its camera fixed on 
the speaker. Panning shots are 
barred - for the simple reason 
viewers would otherwise see 
that this temple of democracy 
is usually empty. 

But if America's political 
temperature needs lowering, 
the Senate is the perfect forum. 
Its members face election only 
every six years, compared with 
every other year for Repre- 
sentatives. Even the fieriest 
recruit from the House, after a 
few attempts to liven things up, 


soon hears the tul-tutting of his 
peers and acquires the proper 
decorum. 

The Senate, moreovec could 
never pass anything as con- 
tentious as an article of im- 
peachment as narrowly as the 
221 to 212 vote that “indicted" 
Mr Clinton for obstruction of 
justice. It needs a 60 per cent 
majority, or 60 votes, even to 
end a filibuster And no less than 
two-thirds, or 67 votes, are 
needed for an impeachment 
conviction, or to overturn a 
presidential veto. 

On the face of things, there- 
fore, Mr Clinton looks safe; 
even if all 55 Republicans 
voted unanimously. 12 De- 
mocrats would have to defect 
if he is to be driven from office. 
At any point they could stop 
the trial. 

Senators, however, are less 
inclined to follow the party 
whip, and this is a process 
through uncharted waters. 
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decline to 
win back 
home rule 


THERE WAS much seasonal 
rejoicing in Washington yes- 
^ terday at the announcement 
tliat after three years of outside 


By Mary Dejevksy 
in Washington 


energetic Texan, took over as 
management, the capita] of the dty manager last year; but an 


United States, otherwise 
known as the District of Co- 
lumbia, would be permitted to 
govern itself again. From 2 
January, when the new mayor, 
Anthony Williams, takes office, 
the elected council will take 


back responsibility for running mayor. 


swered to the Control Board. 
She will now answer to the 
mayor The DC police, which 
has one of the lowest dear-up 
rates for murders in the whole 
of the United States, will be 
under the direct authority of the 


the dty. 

In a symbolic gesture, the 


The Control Board will re- 
main in place for the time 


announcement of a return to being, hut will shift its attention 
... what is known locally as “home from actual management of 
Vfrule" came not f 


from the 
federally appointed Control 
Board, which is currently re- 
sponsible for running the dty. 
but from the office of the mayor 



Anthony W illiams ; Has put 
dty back in the black 



Marion Barry: Advised not 
to seek re-election 

"%eet, which is preparing the 
transition. 

The city council was 
stripped of most of its finandal 
authority in 1995 when it was on 


services to overseeing the dty’s 
finances. According to Alice 
RMin, its chairman, the board’s 
new role will be to "oversee 
Williams and by to keep him on 
track". 

Mr Williams said that he be 
lieved the changes would result 
in a cleaner, safer dty within six 
months. 

The decision to return the 
bulk of power to the mayor is a 
direct response to two develop- 
ments: the reluctant accep 
tance of the present mayor, 
the controversial Marion Barry 
that he should heed “friendly” 
advice not to seek re-election, 
and the voters’ choice of 
Anthony Williams to succeed 
him. Mr Williams, an adopted 
child who was brought up in 
Los Angeles, has been Wash- 
ington’s chief accountant for the 
past two years and is credited 
with turning around the dty's 
finances to the point where it 
will be in the blade this year 

The feet that Mr Williams re- 
ceived well over 50 per cent of 
the vote made him the first 
mayor of this racially divided 
dty to have a mandate from 
black and white voters alike. Mr 
Barry, who was re-elected in 
1994 after resigning because of 
a drugs conviction two years 
before, had exacerbated the 
dty's division, attracting - until 
they too started to find the mis- 
management intolerable - the 
devoted support of the 
District's black majority and 
the fierce resentment of 
whites. 

Tb the general amazement of 
residents, the improvement in 
the city’s finances has been ac- 
companied by belated mani- 
festations of the economic 
boom that has benefited many 
other parts of the United 
States. The dty centre is 
currently the scene of frenetic 


the verge of bankruptcy. In Au- 
gust 1997 it lost most of its ad- building and refurbishment, 
ministrative authority as well, some, but by no means all, 
after management and dty spawned by the MCI sports 
services had continued to stadium, which opened a year 


decline. 

From next month, most dty 
agencies, inducting those re- 
sponsible for public works, so- 
cial services, rubbish collection 


ago. 

Decaying sites, which were 
used as car parks, are being va- 
cated by the day as builders 
move in with earth-moving 


and health clinics for the poor; equipment and huge cranes to 
will report to the mayor, via the start the construction of office 
dty manager, Camille Barnett, blocks and hotels. 

Ms Barnett, a formidably The boom is even helping 

suburbs inside the District bor- 
der, where property values, 
which had been foiling for al- 
most a decade, are increasing, 
empty areas of land are sprout- 
ing new developments and 
smaller, older houses are being 
razed by their owners to make 
way for new homes. 
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Last Christmas 
thousands of 
people wished they 
were dead. 
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“So here ft is merry Christmas everybody's having fan. look 
lo the future now, its only just begun.-" 

Everyrlme you hear che immortal words o( Slade's 
Noddy Holder, you know Christmas has officially started. 
Trouble is. now it seems to start in about June. 

Not everybody will have a merry Christmas, noc 
everybody's having fun. and noc everybody's looking to 
the future. 

Let's face it. even the first Christmas had its ups and 
downs. A family with no home, a new baby, and then a 
bunch of strangers turning up in the middle of the night. 

We have so many expectations of what Chriscmas 
should be like, that feelings of grief, unhappiness or 
loneliness are much more acute and real. 

Chriscmas is fundamentally about family - but what if 
you don'c have one. or this year someone in your family 
died. Only those who have experienced this know the p3in 
of pretending your way through the festive season, the 
agony of not having to buy a present, noc send a card, 
or not set a dinner place 

For parents who have lost young children the void can 
be unbearable. Queueing for hours and hours amongst 
manic mothers to get your hands on this yeart must-have 
coy is some peoples sweetest dream. 

Christmas is also che time to be with loved ones. 
Anyone who has been through a divorce knows the wrench 




of having to share not just presents, but their kids at 
Christmas, and the nauseating pain of seeing them enjoying 
it with a new stepmother or father. 

Children with parents who have split up know the 
emotional righirope to be walked so as not to favour 
either parent, and the gut wrenching feeling in your 
stomach of eating two Christmas dinners. 

For some, going home is a nightmare any time of 
the year. “Going home for Chriscmas" can be devastating 
- returning to a former life you thought you'd escaped. 
Now all your failings are laid open for inspection by 
people who still want to control your lives through a 
cocoon of mince pies and marzipan. 

Others would love to go home to a family, but there's 
no one to go home to. and no one to buy presents for. 

But at least Christmas won't bankrupt them you 
might say. The pressure on parents to satisfy che desires 
of their wide eyed munchkins, or noc to disappoint their 
designer savvy teenagers is enormous. 

How do you tell children Santa can't get them an 
interactive dinosaur because Daddy's firm is downsizing 
for the recession! 

How does Mummy tell them she can't face another year? 

And if you were to tell someone how you feh. surely 


you'd be spoiling their Christmas, wouldn't you! So. you 
put on the silly hat, stretch your face into a smile, and 
if anyone does ask. you say you're “fine“ - but they won't 
ask, because it’s “Christmas’’ time! Anyway look around 
you. they'd say “lovely family, lovely friends, new carpets, 
new hi-fi" with Noddy Holder soil growling out the cheer 
“...everybody’s Moving fun..." 

The Samaritans know from experience “the season to 
be jolly" can be the most miserable time of year for some, 
yet you are. surrounded by people you least want to let 
down. Those you can confide in may be away or unavailable, 
so it becomes impossible to express your emotions 

They also know that just talking to someone who 
will really listen, can actually mean the difference between 
someone choosing life instead of suicide. 

The Samaritans will not judge or preach, or tell you 
what to do. but neither will they play down the seriousness 
of your situation, and it almost goes without saying that 
anything you say is in absolute confidence. 

Everyone knows chat che pressure at Christmas to have 
a good time is relenrless. but Throughput Christmas ar any 
time, day or night, there are people there. 

So whatever you're going Through this Christmas, even 
if you’re only ruining the turkey, we’ll go through it with you. 


Whatever you’re going through this Christmas we’ll go through it with you.. Til 6 S :3jH Slit 8J1S; 0345 90 90 9,0. 


L y* m C flam PubMin k i 1 lJn.lr<d Phvfogmph, Artpm ITrucn 












12/FOREIGN NEWS 




the independent 

TV- J “T 77 December lggg 



-.-I !(■ . N • , 


IMF 


New elections forced on Netanyahu peki 
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ISRAEL'S PARLIAMENT voted 
overwhelmingly last night for 
early elections after Prime 
Minis ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
failed to win support for his 
peacemaking policy with the 
Palestinians. 

The Speaker Dan Tichon 
announced the bill passed a 
first reading in the 120-seat 
Knesset by a vote of 81-30 with 
four abstentions and five peo- 
ple absent The main parties 
were expected to agree on a 
date for early 1999 which could 
be put to a vote next week. 


By Eric Silver 
in Jerusalem 

The Labour opposition 
leader Ehud Barak rejected a 
last-minute appeal by Mr Ne- 
tanyahu to consider forming a 
unity government 

“I say with pain that in the 
situation created today . . the 
correct way is to go to early 
elections," Mr Barak told par- 
liament Mr Netanyahu will 
now seek a public mandate for 
hispoiides. 

The Knesset or parliament 


Troops ride 
rails to stop 
saboteurs 


TORNADO AIRCRAFT military 
satellites and armoured heli- 
copters were being used to pa- 
trol 25,000 miles of Germany's 
railways yesterday in an effort 
to thwart extortionists who have 
caused three train accidents, in- 
ducting a derailment in the past 

few days. 

On Saturday, a train nar- 
rowly escaped derailment in 
Berlin after it went over con- 
crete blocks placed on the 
tracks. The previous day a 
freight train carrying paper 
went off the tracks. The bolts 
fixing the rails to the concrete 
sleepers had been loosened. 
Earlier in the week, a passen- 
ger train collided with trees that 

had been put across the tracks 
in northern Germany. 

A group calling itself 
"Friends of the Railways” has 
sent four letters in the past 
month to the operating com- 
pany Deutsche Bahn, de- 
manding 10m marks (£3.6m>. 
Police have no idea who is be- 
hind the group, or even if the 
various attacks were carried 
out by the same people. 

At' the start of the holiday 
rush, the authorities are taking 
no chances. Luftwaffe Torna- 
does, fitted out with night vision 
scopes, were called in yester- 
day to guard the high-speed rail 
lines, espedally the stretch 
between Hanover and Berlin. 


ByImreKabacs 

in Bonn 

Since the opening of this section 
in September; it has been im- 
peded with concrete blocks and 
other obstacles 10 times. The 
trains (ravel on it at up to 
I25xnph. From yesterday, bor- 
der troops with long-range sen- 
sore have been travelling in the 

cabin, looking for dangers 
ahead 

Military satellites 500 miles 
above are taking photographs 
of the main lines and border 
troop helicopters with night 
vision scapes are also being 
used 

Deutsche Bahn was criti- 
cised for not informing the pub- 
lic and the railway union about 
the dangers until Late last week. 
The company appears to have 
judged the incidents as the 
work of pranksters. 

German extortionists fre- 
quently prey on large corpora- 
tions. The food company Nestld 
recency suffered a spate of su- 
permarket poisonings, and 
rocks were buried at Mercedes 
cars. The threat to trains, 
tho ugh, is fay far the most seri- 
ous. It comes only six months 
after the derailment of a train 
at Eschede, north of Hanover, 
which caused the death of 101 
people. Faulty wheels were 
blamed for that disaster. 


had convened to debate the Al- 
tering Wye land-for-security 
accord and the Prime Minis- 
ter’s hardline stance toward 
the Palestinians. Launching a 
stormy debate, Mr Netanyahu 
tried to appease the right wing 
by vowing not to yield “an 
inch" more of the Wfest Bank to 
Palestinian rule so long as the 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat continued to“violate” 
the Wye deal as interpreted by 
Israel 

Mr Netanyahu laid a trap for 
his left-wing opponents by chal- 


lenging them to endorse or re- 
ject his search for a “true 
peace", which he said was 
based on reciprocity the sanc- 
tity of agreements, the securi- 
ty of Israel and the unity of its 
capital, Jerusalem. 

If the Knesset did not back 
him on that, the Prime Minis- 
ter said, he would to the peo- 
ple for early elections. “There 
will be only one alternative. Ei- 
ther you change the people or 
you change the Knesset I pre- 
fer to change the Knesset" 

The Speaker suspended the 


session for 10 minutes be- 
cause of persistent heckling 
from Mr Netanyahu’s coali- 
tion ranks. 

Mr Netanyahu invited MPs 
to vote on five conditions adopt- 
ed by his cabinet on Sunday. At 
the same timp the pwfrinet for- 
mally froze implementation of 
the Wye accord. 

They included demands that 

the Palestinians flhanrinn any 

intention unilaterally to de- 
clare a Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its napitai , "halt 
violence and incitement to vi- 


olence” and collect “illegal” 
weapons held by the Palestin- 
ian police and by civilians. 

Israel also would not re- 
lease “murderers and prison- 
ers with blood on their hands", 
he said, referring to prisoners 

whose rdease is sought by the 

Palestinian Authority. 

A growing number of Is- 
raelis, not to mention Pales- 
tinians, are increasingly 
suspicious of Mr Netanyahu’s 
motives in making these con- 
ditions. The liberal daffy 
Ha’arete said yesterday; “The 


record shows the Palestinian 
Authority has fulfilled more of 
the second phase of the wy e 
accord than Israel The Cabi- 
net decision seems to impose 
added conditions that were 
not part of the Wye agree- 
ment" _ 

Mr Barak tried to sidestep 
the Prime Minister’s trap by 
concentrating on the collapse 
of confidence in his adminis- 
tration. “There is no king in Is- 
rael,” he said But he also 
defended the Wye accord 
“Agreements must be hon- 


OTired.. This governm^thas 

abandoned the peace process 
which it signed upto.. , 

The Wye accord envisaged 

Israel handing overl 3 parent 
awreoftheWKtBapktoM^ 
tinian self-rule in three stages 
over three months in esdiange 

for security guarantees. . 

In his own campaigning 
speech Mr Barak accused Mr 
v— I'lirronnpnn? tO 


Jewish extremism anu ^ 

Prime Minister had failed also 

in his policies on education, 
health and employment 



A rescue team workm 
Stubbs, who conquere 


yesterday at the site of a plane crash that claimed the life of the New Zealand adventurer Phil Stubbs on Karekare Beach, near Auckland Mir 
the Atlantic in a rowing boat last year, died, when his light aircraft nose-dived into the beach on Sunday evening Brett Phibbs/Reuters 

Baby Doc surfaces on TV 
to protest his innocence 


THE FORMER Haitian dictator 
Jean-Claude CBaby Doc) Du- 
valiec virtually a missing per- 
son for three years, has 
surfaced on French television, 
where he rejected all possibility 
of his extradition from France. 

“I have no blood on my 
hands and I have a dear con- 
science. You can't compare 
General Pinochet with the Du- 
valiers," said Baby Doc, 47, 
who succeeded his father, Papa 
Doc, as Haitian dictator for 15 
repressive and kleptocratic 
years from 1971. 

The Haitian authorities said 
earlier this month that they had 
started legal moves against 
Jean-Claude Duvalier and 
hoped to bring him home to face 
trial. The French government 
said two weeks ago that it 
would “not be hostile" to the ar- 
rest of Baby Doc, who has lived 
in France in steadily declining 
circumstances since he fled 
Haiti in 1986. 

Duvalier told the French afl- 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 
in Paris 

news channel LCL that he 
"honestly" supported the 
moves to extradite and try Gen- 
eral Augusta Pinochet But he 
dismissed suggestions that his 
own regime had been as brutal 
as Pinochet's in Chile. 

“I do not believe there was 
a lot of violence during my 
time ... There was some abuse, 
some violence perhaps but all 
of this was put right. .. I am not 
the subject of any judicial pro- 
ceedings in Haiti and, to my 
knowledge, no complaints have 
been lodged against me in 
France." 

Baby Doc Duvalier fled anti- 
government riots in Haiti in 
February 1986, pausing only to 
dig up his father’s remains and 
- it is alleged - remove sever- 
al hundred million dollars in 
cash from the central bank. In 
recent years, his gilded exile 
has become increasingly lone- 



Baby Doc Duvalier. “No 
blood on my hands’ 

ly and less and less gilded. At 
first he lived in regal style with 
his wife, two children and 
mother at a villa in Valla uris, 
near Cannes, rented for £80,000 
a yean In 1990 his wife, Michele, 
having spent much of the 
money, left him fora local busi- 
nessman. When they divorced 
in 1991, Michele won custody of 


the children and most of the r£& 
m ai ni n g cash. T 

Baby Doc clung on at the 
villa, with his mother, until 
1994. After failing to pay the 
rent he was forced into a near- 
by bungalow. A cloud of other 
unpaid bills forced him to leave 
the Riviera the following year, 
since then he has been report- 
ed to be in the Paris area, stay- 
ing with, and living off a series 
of Haitian friends. 

His last known address was 
in Saint-Cloud, in the western 
suburbs of Paris, where his 
mother; Mama Doc, died on 26^ 
December last year. “ 

Although the French interi or 
ministry says Baby Doc is living 
in France without a residence 
permit, no attempt has been 
made to expel him since 1987. 

In his interview, the ex- 
dictator claimed to have “an 
exceptional right" of exile, “im- 
plicitly" awarded by the French 
court, which had rejected ef- 
forts to eject him n years ago. 


Russia seeks new 
strategic alliance 
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SPURRED ON by its ire over 
Iraq, Russia reasserted its de- 
termination yesterday to chal- 
lenge the muscle of the United 
States as the world's only su- 
perpower by pressing for a 
three-way partnership with 
India and China. 

Russia's Prime Minister, 
Yevgeny Primakov - a fierce 
critic of the US and British as- 
sault on Baghdad - arrived in 
the Indian capital, Delhi, for a 
two-day trip, which he began by 
extolling the merits of a 
“Moscow-Peking-Deihi" strate- 
gic triangle. 

India and China, both strong- 
ly opposed to toe air raids, have 
long had extensive ties with 
Moscow and -like Russia itself 
-are keen to boost their diplo- 
matic standing on the world 
stage to counterbalance the 


BY Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 

power of the US. In June, Rus- 
sia defied a G8 ban on export- 
ing nudear technology to India 
and Pakistan - imposed amid an 
international storm over atom- 
ic tests - by agreeing to supply 
Delhi with two nudear reactors. 

The move angered Washing- 
ton, but India was dented, 
viewing it as evidence that its 
warm Soviet-era relations with 
Moscow were rekindled. Russia 
and China have also been mov- 
ing closer; aided by a warm re- 
lationship between the Russian 
President, Boris Yeltsin, and the 
Chinese Preadent Jiang Zemin. 
Last month, the two men met at 
the hospital in Moscow where 
Mr Yeltsin was being treated for 
bis latest bout of illness. 


In Brief 

Serb policeman killed in Kosovo 

A SERB policeman was reported killed and a woman 
wounded yesterday in Podujevo, an ethnic Albanian town 
m northern Kosovo. Tension has mounted in oast wfSbT 
as local Serbs complained of a growing guerrilla presence 
and demanded state action against them. Presence 

Padre Plo beatification approved 

padre PIQ, an Italian monk credited with suDemahi™! 
powers, will be beatified in May. The wa? 

certification bythe Vatican ota miracleattribjMtohT^ 
mtereessron Padre Pio died in 1968. and his toSh “ 
southern Italy attracts millions of visitors ayeaT 

Georgians honour Stalin’s birth 

DL-cmc-xt-re - ... . *■* 


Sex change puzzles Iran’s courts 

A MAN who underwent a spx chan,*, w 

court in Iran, where sons irfieriu^ic^ * 

daughters. The inheritance court 

man, named only as Hussein, 19. dela^f a ^ by 
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Peking jails jgfini 

democrat fg m| 
for 13 years IJE. 
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jRaCONIAN jml terms were 
.-n posed yesterday od two Chi- 
■ese dissidents, 11 weeks to the 
•ay since China signed the UN 
nlernational Covenant on Civil 
nd Political Rights. 

After a year in which visiting 
ireign leaders have spoken ap- 
rovingly of China’s tentative 
?gal reforms, it took three- 
nd-a-half hours for Xu Wenli, 
5. a veteran activist, to be 
>und guilty of subversion and 
entenced to 13 years in prison. 
.. fellow dissident, WangYoucai, 
2. was jailed for 1 1 years on the 
ame charges. 

Mr Xu's wife, He Xintong. 
■as the only family member or 
iend allowed at the dosed- 
oor trial in Peking. 

She said Mr Xu responded to 
uesticns from his court- 
pipinted lawyer but refused to 
questions from the 
jdge. at one point saying: 
This is a political persecu- 
tor!. "Mr Xa and Mr Wang had 
ried to set up a C hina Democ- 
acy Party 

Afler ajudge said Mr Xu’s re- 
usalto answer questions was 
:ontanpti he retorted: “I have 
he light to keep silent" 


By Teresa Poole 
in Peking 

The official verdict said that 
he had "secretly planned" to set 
up cells for the party and 
"sought and accepted finan- 
cial assistance from foreign 
hostile organisations". No de- 
tails of the supposed evidence 
were reported. Mr Wang’s trial 
was held on Thursday in 
Hangzhou city. 

The severity of the sen- 
tences shocked Western diplo- 
mats. who have been saying 
dialogue with China over rights 
had proved a force for change. 

It is particularly awkward for 
Tony Blair, whose visit to 
Peking in October coincided 
with Mr Xu being detained by 
police and held for six hours for 
questioning. 

In Mr Blair’s keynote speech 
in Peking he spoke of Britain's 
human-rights dialogue with 
China. 

"We have been able to en- 
gage the Chinese authorities 
and. I hope, to influence them," 
he said on 7 October. 

The Prime Minister said 
that this "process of dialogue" 


meant such incidents as the de- 
tention of a dissident could be 
discussed “with the Chinese in 
a spirit of co-operation". 

Yesterday the Foreign Office 
minister Derek Ffetdbett said he 
was shocked at the speed with 
which Mr Xu was tried and the 
severity of his sentence. Mr 
Fhtchett was due last night to 
dine with Ma Zhengang, 
China’s ambassador to Britain, 
a meeting at which he will have 
been able to test the "spirit of 
co-operation" for discussion of 
rights issues. The US embassy 
in Peking described the jail 
terms as “deplorable". 

The trials are embarrassing 
many Western governments, 
which welcomed China's recent 
reforms to its rules on criminal 
procedure and have backed 
projects to train Chinese 
lawyers, judges and court offi- 
cials in the hope of improving 
the country's flawed legal sys- 
tem. To coincide with Mr Blair's 
visit, a British Law Week was 
held in Peking, including the 
staging of a mock trial, intro- 
duced by the Prime Minis ter's 
wife, Cherie Booth QC. 

When it comes to punishing 
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Activists with pictures of Mr Xu demon^ating^ outside gwenament offices In Hong Kong yesterday 


dissidents, however China does 
not meet even the limited rights 
provided to defendants under 
its own new rules. 

Mr Xu, who has already 
spent 12 years in jail for pro- 
democracy activities, was told 
only on Friday that he was due 
in court yesterday. 


He ought to have received 10 
days’ notice. His court- 
appointed lawyer thus had only 
the weekend to prepare a 
defence. 

Mr Wang's chosen lawyer 
was detained and others fright- 
ened off so he had to defend 
himself. The official Xinhua 


news agency said yesterday 
that both men had had ■■open" 
trials conducted "according to 
law". 

Qin Yongmin, a China 
Democracy Party colleague 
whose trial for subversion was 
also on Thursday, had three 
days’ notice of his court ap- 


pearance, and could not find a 
lawyer in time. His sentence is 
expected soon. 

Mr Xu will not appeal 
against his sentence, his wife 
said. "Tb appeal he said, would 
be admitting a crime. And 
under no circumstance is he 
willing to admit to this crime." 


Debtor 
has his 
own feet 
cut off 


A GROCER laden with debt 
hired an acquaintance to cut off 
his feet in a 2bn won ( £lm) in- 
surance swindle, said police in 
South Korea. 

Chung Kyu-chil. 51, told po- 
lice in Seoul that his feet were 
missing when he woke in his 
shop on ll December after a 
heavy drinking bout the night 
before. He said a customer 
found him bleeding heavily and 
took him to hospital. 

Police at first suspected 
Mr Chung' s creditors, because 
he had run up £150,000 in 
stock market and gambling 
losses. 

But police later found Mr 
Chung had taken out two dozen 
insurance policies in the past 
three months that would pay 
him up to Elm if he became ac- 
cidentally disabled. 

Mr Chung then admitted he 
had hired Kim Kui-yong. 41. a 
taxi driver, to sever his feet at 
the ankle, promising to pay 
him £25.000 if the scam was 
successful. The taxi driver told 
police that he chopped off Mr 
Chung's feet with an axe and 
dumped them into the Han 
River. 

Police arrested the taxi dri- 
ver on assault charges but said 
they have no legal grounds to 
arrest Mr Chung because he 
has not tried to collect the in- 
surance money. UP) 
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Ringing in the 
rew, without 
tjiose sprouts 


Street Life 

SAMOTECHNY LANE, MOSCOW 





"DKthe halls with boughs of 
hol)ab-la-la-ia-la-]a-la4a-Iau r 
bve just been to the 
r ’ 1 '?jdas tree market here in 
aar^hny Lane and come 
hoijwith a fine fie 
1 the season to be joDy..." 
I freezer is packed with 
sprs from the supermar- 
ketyerybody hates them, I 
kndbut they are part of the 
sad tradition. 

■igle bells, jingle bells ..." 
the Silver Rain radio sta- 
tioafladimir Solovyov, who 
spebome time in the United 
SU. iSi&aching his Russian 
istmas carols, 
a Western Christian, I do 
not! so lonely in Moscow this 
Chinas, for some Russians 
artginmng to celebrate what 
theall “Chreestmas”, as well 
assir own holiday in early 
Jairy. 

communist times, the So- 
vWnion used to be the per- 
fedace for Scrooges to seek 
asm from merriment De- 
ceer 25 was just another or- 
diiy working day. Catholics 
arrrotestants in the occupied 
Be states had to dock in at 
j^ 'i^ries and could only 
cerate Christmas in secret 
atme in the evening. 

Moscow, the fir tree mar- 
fepened pointedly on the eve 
oiew Year, when Western 
C? tmas was oven I remem- 
b»ne year making do with a 
bh of culinary bay leaves 
aa twist of tinsel instead of 
a3 per tree. And you could 
pget sprouts for love nor 
ney. 

ow. our Christmas tradi- 
ts are becoming popular 
li, at least with the Western- 
ling middle classes. “We 
Isians like parties," said 
accountant who 
«.£ «mi his wife, Lena, for a 
Cstmas meal at Samo- 
fcny Lane. "If we can swal- 
I the contradiction of 
<bra ting the October Revo- 
bn and Boris Yeltsin's Con- 
ation Day, then it's not 
cult for us to add another 
‘istmas to our repertoire, 
‘nks, I won't have any more 
lose Brussels sprouts but 
se mince pies look nice." 
md so begins a marathon 
iod of feasting that takes us 
n Western Christmas to 
v Year to Rozhdestvo, or 
isian Orthodox Christmas, 
n 6-7 January to the night of 
.4 January, which is "Old 
v \fear T ' according to the pre- 


*resents around the 
world for Xmas, for 
Valentine's Day. for 
jfej p&i for everyone, 
lee services in over 
20 countries. 
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revolutionary calendar. Fbr 
most Russians, the new year 
holiday that they learnt to love , 
in Soviet childhood retains the 
strongest magic. 

“We had never heard of 
Christmas then.” said Sasha. 
“Even our own Rozhdestvo 
was a low-key affair because the 
communists did not encour- 
age the Orthodox church. But 
we always celebrated New Year 
with a bang. We had cham- 
pagne and salad and watched 
With Light Steam and Blue \ 
Flame. If we were lucky, we 
would see some Western pop 
groups like Boney M." 

Not much has dunged. Blue 
Flame, a variety show best 
compared to the BBC's old 
Christmas Night With the 
Stars, has yielded to cooler 
pop music. 

But year after yeac when the 
champagne corks had popped, 
Russians settled down to enjoy 
With Light Steam, their 
favourite comedy about a man 
who gets drunk at the hanj/a 
(steam bath) and ends up by 
mistake spending New Year in 
someone else's flat 

It is stili too early to slump 
in front of the TV however 
This week Russians are doing 
their new year shopping. 
Housewives are stocking up 
on beetroot and walnuts, 
salmon, tinned peas and may- 
onnaise for their traditional 
salad. There was a panic some 
weeks ago when the authorities 
banned the sale of alcohol on 
street markets as too many peo- 
ple had been poisoned by pol- 
luted vodka. But state-run 
shops appear to be coping with 
the demand for champagne, at 
least in Moscow. 

On Sunday; Muscovites were 
also wandering among the 
kiosks in the city centre, look- 
ing for presents. It will be a thin 
new year because of the eco- 
nomic crisis. “Madness," said 
a woman when she saw the 
prices of nothing more extrav- 
agant than bars of white choco- 
late. “Those of a nervous 
disposition are advised not to 
window shop," joked the old 
man behind her. 

New year here is still less 
commercial than Christmas in 
the West Poor Russians usually 
give or receive only one pre- 
sent There is a simplicity about 
it that we have lost 

Popular gifts this year are lit- 
tle glass rabbits, selling for 15 
roubles (50p>, for 1999 will be 
the Chinese Year of the Rabbit 
Alongside Western traditions, 
Russians have also adopted 
the Chinese and are hoping that 
the peaceable rabbit will bring 
them better luck than the out- 
going tiger that jawed so harsh 

to them in 1998. 

HELEN WOMACK 



STUCK FOR LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS INSPIRATION? 



BEST BUYS 

FOR PERFECT GIFT IDEAS 





Goodmans OR PRoline a 

14" REMOTE CONTROL TV V 

• 34cm visible screen • On-screen display 

• SCART socket. Model 1425RS or 1405R 

EXCLUSIVE TO COMET . 


VOUCHER" 

£OA.99 
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Goodmans OR pro line 

2 HEAD LONG PLAY VIDEO 

• Index search 9 Digital tracking • SCART socket 
Model TX5000 or VR500 
EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 
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O vodafone 

PRE-PAY DIGITAL 
MOBILE PHONE 

• No contract to sign 

• No bills 

• Simply buy top-up cards to pay 
as you go, giving you complete 
control over what you spend 

Model PAY AS YOU TALK SAGEM 
RC715 

INCLUDES FIRST £15 TOP UP 
CARD~ 






Venturer 

CD STEREO RADIO CASSETTE 
“Plug ‘n’ play simplicity... you’ll 
enjoy the Venturer" 

9 AM/FM radio 
9 One-touch record 
• Mains or battery operated 
Model CD1 89-3 « ^ A m 

was £39.99 *"10.11 
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.99 


EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 
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3 REMOTE CONTROL 

• PiB-pnxvammevl rp 
operate b» brands 
of TV and videos 

• Easy to set up 
Model OFA3 


£ J7" 


EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 


KODAK APS CAMERA 

• Advanced Phofn System, choice- 
ol 3 pictuie Iwmatg cbssac. wide. 

parDJdJTVC cawc 

• Drop-m 

Model 1600 C By /, S.' 

Irnstoee G39.99 ^ 

INCLUDES FILM 


YBJ.OW GFT PACKAQE 

• Canfless ntfit Lome FWCXAGE 

• "-ace sjndwicMoaslar 

• Coc*»-all ?-atce toaster LTTlT 

Model 3KSTVL V# 

ALSO AVAILABLE IN 
CORNFLOWER BLUE 
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@ Southwestern Befl 

CORDLESS TELEPHONE 

• B channel automatic seteetton 

• 10 mmoef memory 

• Last numoe* redial. Model FR 
was M9.99 

ALSO AVAILABLE SAVE 
IN BLUE YELLOW 1 A 
AND QR6EN Cji/ ■> 


£ 10 £ 38- w 




Venturh? 

ANTI-SHOCK PERSONAL CD 

• 10 second ana-shock sy*Jtsn 

• Poly programmable 

• AC adapiorTed'iarpng system 
MwWDMSeftt-ia wasC<4 99 
CAH KIT VERSION 

ALSO AVAILABLE SAVE 

m«w cm gecu-ttCK r 
CJ9S9 rD «2 


" & £ 39 ” 

EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 



Russell Hobbs 


STAINLESS STEEL STAINLESS STEEL 


CORDLESS 
TRADITIONAL 
KETTLE 
Model 3120 
E-J9 9P 


2-SUCE TOASTER 

Model 130S9 

PACKAGE 

£ 64 .99 


PACKAGE SKU: 399360 


For local stove 

detaSs see lefetext 

Ch4p425 
or phone free on 
0500425425 




anna 

BLUE CD STEREO RADIO CASSETTE 

• FM/MW'LW radio © Headphone socket 

• Mare or bon ary operated 

Modal CSO- SAVE 

™ £ io m™ 

EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 


GAMES CONSOLE PLUS 
GOLDENEYE 007 

• The Aorta's meet pewert J aames 
area ie with Goldeneye '507 
Separate -*«mg FACKAGf 

pn “ £1J " 8 £ 5 q £ 99.98 

— . ■ -- 

\cvM 

!*Kr 

''3- J '.Tv 


1 VJjjfj * ; 4 

DAEWOO MULTIMEDIA PC 
© Cyra Mil’" - 33J praoeswr* 

• 32MO SD RAM • 3^Gt' hard *> dnv* 

• 512Kb cache memory 05C* latTnocKm 

• Lotui SmarrSUie MiTietwum «ttv/ae 

ModH 133aOC u, 

BUY NOW PAY & ™ 

6 MONTHS LATERE tSflJ tf 

EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 



WEPROiWSSETKIE 
LOWEST PR 5 CES 

The Comet Price Promise 
cwarantBes that it you buy any 
product from Comet, then 
within 14 days find the same 
otter tar sate locally at a tower 
price, well wiflmgfy refund the 
difference, PLUS 10% OF 
THAT DIFFERENCE. Ask in 
store for full details. 



CHRISTMAS GEF? 
EXCHANGE 

Because finding a suitable 
present fs diffcuft.we wiH be 
f^eased-tq exchange or refund 
any unopened gift purchased 
from Comet up until the 
24th December when relumed 
before the T4th January 1999 
with proof of purchase.* Ask in 
store for full details.- 


© 


CHRISTMAS 

OPBUNe HOURS 

Tbday and Wednesday 
23rd December 9am - 9pm 
Christmas Eve 9am - 5pm 
Saturday 2Sth December 
and Boxing Day 
10am -'6pm. 
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Briefing 


OH price hits a 12-year low 

THE PRICE of oil hit a 12 year low yesterday after the four 
days of Anglo-US air in Iraq ended without 

interruption to oil supplies. In London, benchmark 
February Brent fell 40 cents to $9.58 a barrel after 
Western industry officials said initial assessments 
indicated the air strikes had not damaged Iraq's oil export 
facilities. Meanwhile, in its latest World Economic Outlook, 
the International Monetary Find predicted oil prices would 
stage a partial recovery nest year. The IMF has estimated 
an average oil price in 1999 of $1451, compared to $13.39 in 
1998 

SFA clears Thomson Travel 

THE Securities and Futures 

Authority yesterday said it 
would not take disciplinary 
' v^V- action against any party 

WKl ; involved in the £L7bn 

flotation of Thomson 
TraveL The City watchdog 
launched an inquiry 
following the May listing of 
. the tour operator led by the 

^-j*L ! chief executive Paul Brett 

(pictured). Hundreds of 
small investors had 
complained that they could 
not buy shares because their application form was late. 
The SFA, which received almost 1,000 complaints from 
disgrntled shareholders, said that there were no 
grounds for disciplinary action. However, it added that 
it would examine whether the guidance to firms on 
certain aspects of the flotation was appropriate. 

Dagenham agrees £2&3m bid 

FORD motor dealership Dagenham Motors yesterday 
agreed the proposed £2&3 million, 160 p per share takeover 
offer from a joint venture formed by the Ford Motor 
company and Jardine International Motor Holdings. 
Dagenham, which saw it shares fall I6p to I5l.5p on the 
day, also warned that because of “difficult” trading 
conditions in the fourth quarter of 1998 it now expects 
profits for the year to be below those of 1997. 

Discussions between Ford and Jardine about a joint 
offer for Dagenham were announced in September and the 
joint venture was established in November for the purpose 
of making a bid. Dagenham said that no further 
announcement will be made about the offer until early in 
the New Year. 


STOCK MARKETS 
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UK needs to make further 1 
rate cuts, says gloomy IMF 


By Lea Paterson 
and Clifford gebman 

THE INTERNATIONAL Mone- 
tary Rind (IMF) yesterday 
called for further reductions in 
UK interest rates and is now 
more pessimistic about the 
outlook for the UK economy 
than the Treasury. 

Releasing a revised version 
of its “World Economic Out- 
look" (WEO), the IMF cut its 
forecast for UK economic 
growth to 0.9 per cent for 1999, 
compared to its previous fore- 
cast of 1.2 per cent growth and 
the official 1 to 15 per cent 
Treasury growth forecast 

“Monetary policy is still rel- 
atively tight and there is sig- 
nificant scope for rates to be 
cut further as growth weakens 
and inflation concerns re- 
cede," said the fund’s report 

The IMF - which has also 
cut Us growth forecasts for 
every other major industri- 
alised nation - said that al- 
though the risks to growth 
remained on the downside, 
next year's slowdown in the 
UK is likely to be short-lived. 

In its annual assessment of 
the state of the UK economy, 
released yesterday alongside 
the revised WEO. toe IMF said 
that private sector fundamen- 
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tals remained strong and that 
the newjy independent Bank of 
England was well placed to 
react to weakening demand. 

Although the series of re- 
cent cuts in interest rates in 
toe US, Europe and Asia have 
lessened toe risks for toe 
world economy, the recent 
market turmoil would hurt 
growth almost everywhere 
next yean according to the 
revised WEO. 

The global economy will 
grow by just 22 per cent in 
1999, down from toe 2JS per 
cent forecast in early October 
Japan wifi experience another 
year of contraction in 1999, 
while growth in the US - cur- 
rently enjoying the longest pe- 
riod of peace-time expansion 


3 u 

3 23 5 

3. 2.5 S 

3 ’ 33 | 

on record - will be just 1.8 per 
cent 

The Japanese economy, 
trade protectionism in the 
developing world, exchange 
rate volatility and a surge in 
the US stock market are 
among toe key risks to world 
growth, the IMF said. 

Despite the sharp slowdown 
predicted for the US economy, 
toe IMF argued that toe Fed- 
eral Reserve should hold fire 
on US interest rates at its 
meeting today. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence in Washington, Flem- 
ming Larsen, deputy director 
of toe IMF’s research depart- 
ment said: “We do not think 
that the kind of slowdown in 
growth we are projecting for 


toe US economy, which will still 
leave toe US operating at very 
high levels of capacity utilisa- 
tion, would warrant any sig- 
nificant further easing of 
monetary polity.” 

World stock markets 
shrugged off both the IMF's 
gloomy forecasts and the im- 
peachment of President Bill 
Clinton at the weekend. 

At lunchtime in New York, 
the Dow Jones index was 
heading back above the pay- 
chologically-important 9,000 
barrier, with technological 
stocks leading the way. 

In London, merger activity 
and the strong Wall Street 
opening contributed to a buoy- 
ant day for the FTSE 100, 
which dosed up 134.6 points at 
5,876.5 despite exceedingly 
thin market trade. 

Meanwhile, figures released 
by the trade body Aufcif showed 

that Tnr ripmarvl (hr iirrit tn lids 

surged ahead and reached a 
record high for the time of year 
as the stock market rallied 
last month. 

Gross sales to retail in- 
vestors, which accounted for 
just over half the total de- 
mand, rose 15 per cent to 
£1.5bn compared with toe Oc- 
tober figure. 

Outlook, page 15 


City’s foreign banks 
lost £2.5bn in turmoil 


FOREIGN BANKS and secu- 
rities dealers based in Lon- 
don racked up losses totalling 

£2.5bn following autumn’s 
turmoil in toe financial mar- 
kets, according to official fig- 
ures released yesterday, 
writes Lea Paterson. 

The Russian default toe 
near-coUapse of the Long- 
Term Capital Management 
hedge fond and merger-re- 
lated restructuring costs all 
contributed to heavy third- 
quarter losses, the Office for 
National Statistics said. 

The figures revealed that 
the extreme market volatili- 
ty had caused heavy tosses on 
interest-rate swaps. Total 
third-quarter losses on these 
complex finanrial instru- 
ments totalled £l.5bn. 

The hank losses had the 
perverse effect of substan- 
tially improving toe UK’s cur- 
rent account, which posted a 
third-quarter surplus of 
£2 -3bn, the second highest on 
record. This is because loss- 


es ma<te in toe UK by, foreign- 

owned banks are repatriated 
overseas. Analysts speculat- 
ed that the UK could now post 
a current account surplus 
for 1998. 

The losses masked un-. 
dertying (rends in toe current 
account, where the fcoods: 
trade deficit widened but - 
trade in services held ii>. 

The third-quarter trade 
deficit on goods totalled. 
£5.2hn. the highest for eighty 
years. The trade surpluk 
services, however, came m air- 
a record £3.4bn. 1 * 

The underlying strength of • 
the sendees sector was also ’ 
evident from yesterday’s fual • 
revisions to third-quarter • 
GDE The headline measure \ 
was unchanged: the 01SS j 
confirmed that GDP grew to { 
0.4 per cent in the third qual 
ten However; on the altema 
tive output measure of GDB 
the services sector grew bj 

0.8 per cerrtm toe quarter; re- 
vised up from 0.6 per cent 


CRH swoops 
on Ibstock in 
£326 m deal 


CRH, the Irish building materi- 
als group, yesterday rode to 
the rescue of Ibstock by launch- 
ing a £32fim takeover swoop 
which saw it snap up more than 
50 per cent of the brick manu- 
facturer’s shares in the market 

The audacious deal, orches- 
trated behind closed doors yes- 
terday and (xily announced after 
toe stock market had dosed, 
marks a victory for Ibstock’s 
chief executive Philip Mengel 
overWiecerberger Baustoffind- 
ustrie, the Austrian group which 
had built up a 30 per cent share- 
holding in Ibstock. 

CRH is offering 70p for each 
Ibstock share, valuing the entire 
group at £326.4m. However; toe 
deal is a foregone conclusion be- 
cause toe Irish group already 
controls 50.7 per cent of Ib- 
stock’s share capital. 

CRH acquired the shares 
after Cazenove, the stockbroker 
yesterday approached Ibstock’s 
leading shareholders and told 
them an unnamed bidder was 
ready to offer 70p per share if it 
redd be sure of securing a ma- 
jority state. The Takeover Panel 
had approved the move, which 
is highly unusual, before the ap- 
proaches were made 

Ibstock has secretly been 
toying to find a friendly buyer for 


By Peter Thal Larsen 

more than two months after 
Wienerberger bought its state 
from Brieriey Investments, the 
New Zealand investment group, 
at a share price of 66p. 

Wienerberger subsequently 

attempted to secure a seat on Ib- 
stock’s board. But Philip Men- 
gel the company’s chief 
executive, resisted. “TO; felt that 
developing a special relationship 
with one shareholder would not 
be in the interests of other 
shareholders." he said. 

"They were unwilling to 
come forward with a full offer 
and we felt it was untenable that 
only one shareholder should 
realise value. So toe board fo- 
cused on realising value for all 
shareholders.” 

After contacting several po- 
tential companies Ibstock se- 
lected CRH as its preferred 
bidden However, the Irish i 
group, which has a legendary 
aversion to contested takeovers, 
was reluctant to bid if it could not 
be sure of securing control 

Don Godson, CRH’schief ex- 
ecutive, said: “Ibstock provides 
CRH with leading positions in 
day products in Britain and toe 
US and forms a base for further 
development in these regions.” 




Colin McGill Fbx-Pitt Kelton chief executive (left), and Anthony Hamilton, group chairman AndrewBuunn 

Fox-Pitt bows to $200m Swiss Re offe: 


ONE HUNDRED members of 
staff at Fox-Pitt Kelton, toe 
privately-owned investment 
bank, are set to realise an av- 
erage of $2m <£l.2m) each fol- 
lowing a $200m takeover by 
Swiss Re, the reinsurance 
giant, writes Andrew Verity. 

Fox-Pitt yesterday an- 
nounced a paper offer from 
Swiss Re to acquire 100 per cent 
of the company, which spe- 


cialises in advising on mergers 
and acquisitions in toe financial 
services industry Hoe purchase 
price, put at $ 2 00 m but not dis- 
closed by the bank, will be 
shared between 100 employ- 
ees who jointly own the com- 
pany. It employs 200 in total. 

Anthony Hamilton executive 
chairman of toe group, is ex- 
pected to make more than £6m 
from toe sale of a 5 per cent 


stake in toe group. He said 
many approaches from rival in- 
vestment banks had been re- 
ceived, but until the Swiss Re 
offer all had been knocked back 
because of fears that staff 
would defect to rival banks. 

The group, founded by Oliv- 
er Fbx-Pitt and Robin Kelton in 
1971, has thrived on offering 
specialist corporate finance ad- 
vice to insurers and banks. “A 


number of companies wzed 
to acquire us, but the idefy 
of the company would /e 
been lost and people woulot 
have had toe same reasco 
stay,” Mr Hamilton said. 

“This gives us toe Jjjfc al 
support we need wTflt 
destroying the quality ofe 
firm. They don’t overlap h 
any of our investment bang 
activities." 


GEC wants to settle link-up by Christmas 


GEC HOPES to make an an- 
nouncement about a strategic 
defence tie-up before Christ- 
mas, it emerged last night 
Speculation that the defence 
electronics giant led by Lord 
Simpson was on toe point of 
unveiling a deal drove GEC 
shares 5 per cent higher yes- 
terday to 556p - just 2p beneath 
their high for toe year 
The company plans to hold 


By Michael Harrison 

a board meeting in the next 
three days to decide which 
option to pursue. It was thought 
GEC favoured a merger with a 
US defence contractoc possibly 
Northrop Grumman. But in 
the past fortnight it has made 
renewed attempts to clinch a 
merger with British Aerospace 
to create a UK defence giant 


Analysts say a tie-up with 
French defence electronics 
group Thomson CSF is also still 
a possibility. 

A GEC spokesman refused 
to comment last night on the 
timing of any announcement or 
which of the options was most 
advanced “There are still a 
number of options under con- 
sideration." he said 
But it is understood that 


GEC’s preferred course would 
be to mate an announcement 
this side of Christmas in order 
to eod the frenzy of speculation 
that has built up since Lord 
Simpson said earlier this 
month that it would decide its 
strategic course “soon”. 

Given toe complexity of the 
talks and need to resolve issues 
such as valuation, a deal may 
have to wait until the New^fear. 


One obstacle to a straight- 
forward merger with BAe is 
that BAe is in advanced nego- 
tiations on mergin g with Daim- 
ler Chrysler Aerospace (Dasa). 
Furthermore, BAe is only 
interested in GEC’s defence 
electronics business, Marconi: 
a way would have to be found 
to separate GEC's telecoms 
interests and its industrial and 
consumer electronics busi- 


nesses, which include : 
fridge and washing-mach 
maker Hotpoint. 

A three-way merger • 
tween BAe, Dasa and 
mains an option, but thilWo 
dilute the German sharehc 
ing in the enlarged group 
below 30 per cent, which n 
not be acceptable to the pan 
company, Daimler Chrysler 
Outlook, page 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 

FOOTSIE bounded tip 134.6 points 
to 5,876.5, its best since toe end of 
July. Overseas demand, thought to 
be linked to toe launch of toe euro, 
as well as takeover rumours and a 
firm New York pushed blue chips 
higher Supporting indices were up 
but lacked Footsie’s exuberance. 

Asda, the supermarket chain, 
jumped 6.75p to 159p on reports 
that it could be the target for 
Wal-Mart of toe US. Fbrniture 
drain MFT, another rumoured 
target, firmed *L5p to 32p 

Derek Run, page 19 


Pfc^NEW YORK 

THE DOW JONES index stormed 
through the 9.000 barrier again 
yesterday to reach 9.074 at mid- 
day, a rise of 170 points or almost 
2 percent 

The seasonal “Santa Claus” 
factor, which traditionally sees 
shares rise in the last few trad- 
ing days of the year, easily out- 
weighed any concerns about the 
impeachment of President Clin- 
ton. “There were no surprises 
over the weekend and the Iraq 
situation is over,” said one ana- 
lyst 


| [TOKYO 


THE NIKKEI 225 Index fell by 41.34 
points to dose at 14152.95 in 
lacklustre trading as many foreign 
investors took early Christmas 
vacations. 

Ftears that the Clinton 
impeachment crisis would distract 
toe US Government from dealing 
with issues concerning the global 
economy eased during the day. 

Iron and steel shares fell after 
the US Commerce Department 
found evidence that eight 
countries, including Japan, were 
dumping steel in the US. 


- | HONG KONG 

SHARES began Ihe week well on 
yesterday’s 0.25-point cut in 
interest rates to 9 per cent, the 
fourth cut since October. 

Dealers said lower rates were 
expected, but the timing was a 
surprise. 

The Hang Seng gained 169.78 
points. 1.66 per cent, to close at 
10.396.01. The rate cuts have yet 
to boost the property market, so 
share reaction was mixed. HSBC 
Holdings, expected to take over 
Seoulbank or Korea First Bank, 
climbed HKS4.50 to HK$i 98 .5 0 . 


r>"A*KF UBT 

shares forged ahead in German 
m line with other European i 
roarkets, and helped hy a strong j 
start to trading on Wall Street Ti 
Dax index dosed 151.70 iro at | 
4,780.93 Viag leaped 63 to l.OOGD^ 
on reports of a planned sale of its 
steel trading arm Hoeckner. MAJ 
rose 15.20 to 475DM after winninfi 
a major contract from toe Belgian 
government, and DeutscheBanH 
rose 3.80 to 97.80DM. BM\(P ] 
Daimler-Chrysler and VW also l 
gained ground along with most ] 
chemicals shares. 1 
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GEC prepares to end the suspense 


“THE SUSPENSE is killing me ... I 
hope it lasts,” says Gene Wilder in 
that hardy Christmas perennial, 
W&y Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory. Now we have another 
Yuietide nailbiter on our hands - 
George and the Giant Defence 
Merger (subtitle: Which Way Will 
GEC Jump?). 

Elver since Lord Simpson 
promised three weeks ago that he 
would reach a decision “soon” on 
who he was going to pair up with 
in the great defence consolidation 
game, the expectation has been 
mounting. Now that GEC has let 
it be known that it hopes to make 
an announcement this side of 
Christmas, the agony of anticipa- 
tion has become quite exquisite. 

Will it be the French, those 
flighty lovers who want to dominate 
every match? Will the bride be 
American - after all, t ransatlan tic 
marriages are all the rage these 
days? Or will George finally do the 
decent thing and name the date 
with his old flame at British Aero- 
space, Sir Dick Evans? 

The speculation has not hurt the 
share price - GEC stock was up 
another 5 per cent yesterday to 
556p, a shade beneath its high for 
the year. BAe was dragged along 



in the slipstream, climbing by a 
similar amount. 

Alas, none of the speculation 
gets us any nearer an answer. 
GEC may have tantalised us with 
the promise of an early denoue- 
ment which accompanied its in- 
terim results. But it also sent up 
enough chaff to confuse the 
stealthiest truth-seeking missile. 

An American merger would 
make sense because GEC knows 
the terrain, having already 
snapped up Tracor for £80 Om. and 
- more importantly - because it is 
trusted by the Pentagon. 

But a French deal also has its 
merits as it would give GEC a voice 
at the top table in the construction 


of the long-awaited European 
Aerospace and Defence Company. 
GEC has tried and failed before to 
hold hands with its opposite num- 
ber in France, Thomson CSF, only 
to fell foul of Gallic chauvinism. But 
time and politics have moved on. 
One method of joining forces could 
be through its French partner Al- 
catel, which has a 16 per cent 
holding in Thomson. 

But the “dream merger" of 
GEC and BAe is the one that 
whets the appetite. There are for- 
midable hurdles to jump - the 
vexed question of valuation for 
one, and what to do with the bit of 
GEC that makes Hotpoint fridges 
for another. There is another snag, 
which is that Sir Dick is betrothed 
to Manfred at Daimler Chrysler 
Aerospace. 

The British government would 
rather like to engineer a manage 
a trois between all three compa- 
nies. Perhaps we shall not have to 
wait long to see. 

AMP-NPI 

THE HEADLINE number looks big, 
but as NPI policyholders have dis- 
covered to their cost over the 


years, it is the bits that have been 
squirrelled away from view that 
give a truer picture of the state of 
affairs. AMP of Australia says that 
NPrs half a million members will 
benefit to the tune of £2.7bn from 
the takeover announced yesterday. 
It may also snow in Sydney this 
Chris tmas . 

The figures do indeed accumu- 
late to £2.7bn. but it is hard to see 
how this deal from down underval- 
ues NPI at anything like that The 
only new money on offer is the 
£510m AMP is paying for goodwill. 
The balance is made up of £1.4bn 
of policyholders' own money and an 
£800m financing facility that AMP 
will generusly make available to 
policyholders on commercial 
terms. 

That makes it rather a good deal 
for AMP Without overpaying, the 
Aussies have picked up a life busi- 
ness with a strong brand name and 
excellent distribution capabilities 
that can be integated with their ex- 
isting Pearl Assurance arm in the 
UK. 

But it is an indifferent deal for 
NPI policyholders. The £800 cash 
payout dangled before with-profits 
policyholders may be enough to 
book next summer's holiday now. 


But it is peanuts compared to the 
sums they could have made had 
they lodged their money with a life 
fund other than NPI. A policy- 
holder who has been putting, say, 
£50 a month into an NPI endow- 
ment for the last 25 years can ex- 
pect to see the fund mature with 
a value of £64,000 against the 
£120,000 that could have been 
earned with another life company. 

AMP intends to distribute the 
£1.4bn built up in NPTs life fund. 
But this is hardly largess on the 
part of the Australians. This sum 
represents the assets backing 
their policies, a large chunk of 
which would have been distributed 
eventually to policyholders anyway 
in the form of terminal bonuses. 

Even that £l.4bn is a movable 
feast as the figure was struck at the 
end of last year Since then NPI has 
mortgaged £260m of its future 
earnings through a securitisation 
deal and may have to fork out 
£3 50m to cover its exposure to 
guaranteed annuity payments. 

Policyholders could, of course, 
vote down the deal in the spring, 
but in reality their choice is to like 
it or lump it The chances of a bet- 
ter offer from elsewhere are vir- 
tually nil as the auction has already 


been long and exhaustive. Nor 
does soldiering on alone look like 
an option for NPL The poor man- 
agement of the company which has 
brought about its weakened fi- 
nancial condition meant that NPI 
bad little future as an viable inde- 
pendent life office. Hardly a good 
prospectus on which to go to the 
market as NPI policyholders are 
discovering. 

UK economy 

THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary 
Find yesterday added its voice to 
the growing calls for more cuts in 
UK interest rates. 

But the IMF the Confederation 
for British Industry the unions and 
just about everybody else you can 
think of may be disappointed, at 
least in the near term. 

The latest indicators suggest the 
economy is not is in quite as bad 
a shape as some of the more 
gloomy pundits were suggesting in 
the autumn. 

Of particular note is the sur- 
prising strength of November’s 
retail sales, released last week. 
Supposing the data can be trust- 
ed. which is a big if these days, con- 


sumer confidence is not quite as 
low as feared. This, combined with 
evidence of continued growth in the 
services sector; may be enough to 
persuade the Bank of England to 
sit on its hands in January, al- 
though another cut is still on the 
cards in February. 

In common with every other 
forecaster apart from the Treasury, 
the IMF finds it impossible to go 
along with the growth forecasts 
that Gordon Brown has assumed 
for next year and on which his abil- 
ity to stick to the golden rule or bor- 
rowing only to invest depend. 

The Chancellor believes growth 
will be between l and 1.5 per cent. 
The IMF. with the benefit of a lit- 
tle more hindsight and factoring in 
the impact of the Russian default 
crisis and the credit squeeze fore- 
shadowed by the near collapse of 
LTCM. reckons growth will un- 
dershoot l per cent. 

However, it does, along with 
Mr Brown, believe that the slow- 
down next year will be shortlived, 
partly because of rate cuts here 
and elsewhere. 

This all means that the Bank 
should be wary of cutting too fen 
too fast and storing up trouble fur- 
ther down the line. 
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IN BRIEF 

Bass chief to get 
£400,000 pension 

SIR IAIN PROSSER, chief 
executive of Bass, will be 
entitled to a pension of 
£400,000 a year in three 
years’ time. Sir Iain, who is 
55. will be entitled to a full 
pension from the age of 58 
even though the normal 
pension age at the brewing 
and hotel giant is 60- 
The figures were disclosed 
|* in Bass's annual report, 
which also revealed that Sir 
Iain has been awarded 
107,000 Bass shares worth 
£717.000 as part of the 
company’s long-term 
incentive plan. In the year to 
September; Sir Tain received 
a salary of £914,000, an n per 
cent increase over the 
previous yean 

’i ONS confident 

<4-. imOFFJCE for National 
^9 Statistics (ONS> said it had 
i “absolute confidence” in its 
retail sales data, following 
criticism of recent official 
figures by leading UK 
retailers. 

The ONS said official retail 
sales figures were based on a 
5,000-strong sample of firms 
drawn from all parts of the 
retail sector; and, unlike 
survey data, were based on 
cash through the till, rather 
j^fhan comparisons with the 
* previous year’s trading. 

Modern fund 

THE TREASURY yesterday 
launched a new EL5bn fund 
to support innovative 
investment projects which 
modernise and reform public 
services. The Capital 
Modernisation Fund will be 
allocated to government 
departments on a 
competitive basis. 

Panel firm folds 

CHRISTIES PANEL Products, 
a manufacturer and retailer 
of fitted furniture, yesterday 
called in administrators after 
making 370 staff redundant 
on Friday. Pannell Kerr 
Forster the administrators, 
said the Bristol-based 
company was forced into the 
move by the recession in the 
furniture market. 

ICI sale 

QUEST INTERNATIONAL, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of 
ICI, yesterday completed the 
sale of its Natural Colours 
business to Christian Hansen 
of Denmark for $55m (£33mj. 
ICI said the proceeds would 
be used to reduce debt 

United News deal 

UNITED NEWS & Media 

yesterday announced the 
purchase of NewsDesfc 
International, an Internet 
service which distributes . 
corporate news to journalists 
writing about high-tech 
stocks, for an undisclosed 
■c um The newswire service, 
believed to be worth around 
£i5m, will become part of PR 
Newswire, a United 
subsidiary. 

Telewest stake 

THE FRENCH conglomerate 

Vivendi yesterday sold its 
r emaining 6.5 per cent stake 
in the British cable television 
J^Sompany Telewest, in the 
stock market for £2 09m. 
Telewest shares rose 6J5p 
on the news to l60.25p. 


News Analysis: How can life insurers provide the retirement income they guaranteed? 

The £10bn annuity timebomb 


BY ANDREW VERITY 


WHEN AMP. the Australian 
insurance giant, decided to bid 
£5l0m in new money for NPI, 
the mutual insurer; it knew it 
would have to accept NPI’s fi- 
nancial condition, warts and alL 

As with other insurers, NPI 
now feces the problem of meet- 
ing its share of the multi-billion 
pound exposure caused by pro- 
viding annuity guarantees. 

Analysts say NPI needs to 
set aside about £300m to cover 
this. Other insurers such as 
Equitable Life may have an 
exposure of up to Elba. The 
total sums involved are gigan- 
tic up to £10bn for the whole life 
insurance industry. 

What exactly is the annuity 
guarantee problem? Hie issue 
has crept up on the industry in 
the late 1990s, but its roots lie 
in the 1960s and 1970s. Starting 
in 1956, life insurers began to 
guarantee pension customers 
a minimum rate of income from 
savings when they eventually 
retired and bought an annuity. 

At the time it was just a sales 
gimmick. The idea was that cus- 
tomers buying the old form of 
personal pensions - known as 
retirement annuity contracts - 
faced a fundamental uncer- 
tainty when they retired. 

On retirement, customers 
would be forced by the rules to 
buy an annuity that paid an in- 
come until death. The income 
paid out by the annuity de- 
pended on the assets used to 
back it, namely 15-year gilts. But 
gilt yields would fluctuate with 
long-term interest rates: 
£100,000 in pension savings 
might buy an income of £16,000 
this yean but £13,000 next 
Savers could never be sure how 
much income to expect 

The sales gimmiric usually 
involved a clause promising 
customers a minimum annuity 
rate, ’typically the clauses guar- 
anteed an income worth at 
least 11 per cent a year of the 
amount saved, so £100,000 
would yield an annuity income 
of at least £11,000. 

Life offices believed the 
guarantees would cost them lit- 
tle. Since the Second World 
War long-term interest rates 
had been hi gh, a reflection of 
the inflationary climate. It 
seemed highly unlikely that 
annuity rates, based on long- 
term interest rates, would fell 
below the guaranteed level. 

Now comes the euro. In the 
past two years, as markets an- 
ticipate lower rates of interest, 
gilt yields have plunged to un- 
precedented lows. life offices, 
caught in a trap they set them- 



Lifie offices are caught In a trap, but the Treasury has warned them not to cat back on the benefits pensioners can expect Brian Harris 


selves, face an unpleasant gap 
between the amount they re- 
ceive in penaon savings and the 
cost of financing the annuity 
they had promised. 

Worse, the actuaries of the 
1960s foiled to take into account 
longer life expectancy. As peo- 
ple now live longer annuity 
money is stretched over a 
longer period. The life office 
can’t afford to pay as much in 
annual income, but the guar- 
antees may force them to. 


Hie total cost to the industry 
is estimated by the Government 
Actuary to be more than £7bn. 
HSBC Securities estimates that 
further market changes could 
push this to QOtxL 

Unlike pension mis-sefiing, 
the guarantees are spectacu- 
larly good news for customers, 
especially those about to retire. 
Without them customers would 
have to plump for an annuity 
based on current market con- 
ditions. With long-term interest 


rates so low, these give small- 
er retirement incomes than 
they have done for 30 years. 

Stuart Bayliss of specialist 
adviser Annuity Direct says 
that fay masting on the guar- 
antees, custorr^rs can buinp up 
their retirement income by an 
average of 25 per cent Policy- 
holders may be unaware that 
they can get this benefit: the in- 
dustry does little to publicise it 

There is now increasing ten- 
sion between the industry and 
the Government over the issue. 
Equitable Life, thought by 
some to have a potential liabil- 
ity of more than £lbn, is em- 
broiled in a legal battle with 
policyholders who claim it 
should pay up on guarantees. 

Equitable claims that it only 
has to honour the guarantees 
in respect of part of a cus- 
tomer’s pension saving. The 
terminal bonus - a sum paid on 
maturity and often worth tens 
of thousands of pounds - need 
not necessarily be paid to peo- 
ple who want the guarantee. 

Policyholders claim this was 
never made dear and are now 
taking legal action against the 
sodety. Equitable claims the 


wording of its guarantees fully 
justifies its stance, but many be- 
lieve the Tbeasuiy is becoming 
irritated by this attitude. 

Last week Patricia Hewitt, 
Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury, wrote a letter to the 
industry warning that the an- 
nuity guarantee problem must 
not be allowed to affect the ben- 
efits policyholders can reason- 
ably expect from policies. In 
other words, life offices should 
not lower their bonuses to pay 
for the problem: any extra 
money needed should come 
from free assets. 

The letter was interpreted as 
a veiled swipe at Equitable, 
which has comparatively few 
free assets. If it were forced to 
pay the guarantees from free 
assets, tiie impact on its finan- 
cial health could be serious. It 
could even have to demutualise. 

Ms Hewitt said tbe cost of 
the problem would largely be 
borne by the tong-term funds of 
life offices. In quoted compa- 
nies, these are 90 per cent- 
owned by policyholders, while 
shareholders have a 10 per 
cent stake. So most of the cost 
is borne by policyholders. 


But if tbe £7bn required to 
pay the guarantees grows, 
bonuses may be affected. In that 
case, says Ms Hewitt, share- 
holders will have to plough 
more money into the funds. 

For the moment, most life 
offices have enough free assets 
to set aside the cost of the guar- 
antees without slashing policy 
benefits. But it could get worse. 
John Russell, a senior analyst at 
HSBC Equities, feels that is 
more than a distant possibility. 
The cost of tbe guarantees de- 
pends on long-term interest 
rates: the lower they are, the 
more the guarantees cost 

If economists forecasting a 
period of deflation are correct, 
long-term interest rates could 
fell even further; massively in- 
creasing life offices’ exposure. 

To escape further trouble, 
life offices need higher interest 
rates, and that needs higher in- 
flation. Mr Russell says: “Hav- 
ing worried about inflation for 
the last 30 years, tbe hole the 
industry has dug for itself is to 
be in a position where deflation 
is more of a threat. Inflation 
could, paradoxically, let the 
industry off the hook" ! 


ANNUITY COSTS 


Insurer Estimated exposure to 

ann u it y guarantee problem 

Equitable Ufe £1bn 

NPI (owned by AMP) £300m 

Scottish Amicable (owned by Prudential) £300m 


Sun Life of Canada 
Legal & General 
Prudential 
Sun Life 6 Provincial 

Norwich Union 

Scottish Mutual 
Friends Provident 
Britannic 

United Assurance Group 

* kiotcaies Insurer has already r ei g n ed far DabWdes 


£11 Am 
£50m 
£50m 

Unspecified exposure 
(probably more than £ 1 O 0 m) 
Unspecified exposure 
(more than £ 10 Om>* 
Unspecified exposure* 
Unspecified exposure 
(under £20m) 
(under £20m) 


Gloom 

deepens 

for 

textile 

firms 


By Roger Trapp 


THE GLOOM in the UK textiles 
industry deepened yesterday, 
with Dawson International 
warning that profits for the 
second half of the year were 
likely to be significantly below 
market expectations and Sher- 
wood announcing that four fac- 
tories are in line for closure with 
tbe loss of 300 jobs as a result 
of a company reorganisation. 

Both Dawson, the Kinross 
based specialist textile and ap- 
parel producer and Sherwood, 
the Nottingham-based lace- 
maker blamed the slowdown in 
demand on Britain’s high 
streets. But there were also in- 
ternational factors besides the 
strength of sterling. 

Dawson said that unseason - 
afiy high temperatures in the 
US for the past two months bad 
“severely impacted" thermal 
apparel sales. The combina- 
tion of this setback with un- 
precedented product returns 
from leading discount retailers 
reported in tbe first half would 
result in the sales and profits for 
the full year being lower than 
last year, it added. 

As a result, production levels 
and costs are being reduced in 
the coining 12 months, leading 
to an exceptional charge likely 
to amount to £6.4m being taken 
in this year's accounts. 

Although Josses for the year 
to 2 January 1999 are likely to 
reach £llm before exceptional 
items, the company is confident 
that the moves will strengthen 
its position. Peter Fbrrest chief 
executive, said the group would 
be in a position to exploit any 
upturn in consumer trading 

Sherwood, which is the sub- 
ject of a planned management 
buyout, said the reorganisa- 
tion, expected to cost £6.8m, 
was due to continuing world- 
wide weakness in the demand 
for lace, combined with poor 
trading conditions in Britain. 

The announcement of this 
exceptional charge comes on 
top of the £400.000 cost of 
closing the group’s household 
lace operation announced in 
September. 

With profits in the normally 
stronger second half of the 
year likely to be broadly simi- 
lar to the first half's £3 .2m. the 
company is predicting a pre-tax 
loss once these exceptional 
charges are taken into account 


Ushers goes private with fresh venture capital bid 


USHERS OF 'Drawbridge the 
regional brewer whose shares 
were floated in March last year 
at llOp a share, is set to return 
to the private sector under its 
existing management after a 
chequered career as a public 
company which cost it an esti- 
mated £3 5m in fees. 

Alchemy, the Guernsey- 
based venture capital specialist 
whose initial bid of HTp lapsed 
after just a fortnight last Octo- 


By Clifford German 

ber after the stock market suf- 
fered a sharp feU and the back- 
ing finance was withdrawn, 
returned yesterday with afresh 
bid of I12p, which the 
independent directors have rec- 
ommended and the main share- 
holders have agreed to accept 
The offer is 24 per cent above 
the market price before the ini- 
tial offer was made on 2 Octo- 


ber and 15 per cent above the 
dosing price of 97J5p last Fri- 
day. The shares rose 13p to 
ll0.5p yesterday. 

Three venture capital 
groups which hold 492 per cent 
of the shares - Schroders Buy- 
Out Fund Number 2, SBC 
Equity Partners and Indelec, an 
SBC venture fund - have 
agreed to accept a reduced 
price of 106p for their holdings 
in order to bridge a gap be- 


tween the maximum price the 
buyout team was rilling to 
offer and the minimum price 
the independent directors were 
willing to accept on behalf of the 
private shareholders. 

The management team rill 
also sell their 7.7 per cent stake 
in the company in a separate 
deal and surrender their op- 
tions over a further 1.4 per 
cent, in return for a package of 
new shares and loan stock 


valued at £2.3m plus £6 .25m in 
cash. Iheir contracts will be un- 
changed, and the 330 employ- 
ees have also been given 
continuity of employment 
Roger North, diirf executive, 
said the buyout would give tbe 
management greater freedom 
to run the business and end a 
period of uncertainly which 
had led to a drop in the morale 
of employees and tbe departure 
of several key managers. 


Ushers, which owns the 
brewery in Wiltshire and an 
estate of 574 pubs in the Mid- 
lands, the South and South-west 
England and South Whies, was 
originally part of Grand Met- 
ropolitan, but was sold off in 
1991 to a management team led 
by three GrandMet directors. 

Profits in the year to the end 
of October rose 29 per cent to 
£13.4m after exceptional costs 
of £600,000, on a turnover which 


increased 17 percent to £82J3m. 
Profits were below market fore- 
casts, reflecting the difficult 
conditions in the industry, but 
all three divisions increased 
their contribution to operating 
profits, the chairman Tbm 
Vyner said yesterday. 

The pub estate reported a 14 

per cent increase, and 5 per 
cent on a like-fbr-like basis 
ahead of the UK market 
average. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Tuesday 22 December 1 998 


BUSINESS/17 



Tough markets 
prompt ASW bid 
for rival Co-Steel 


Coffee bargroup City Gourmets yesterday took control of Newultra Limited in a £L75m deal giving it six Rendezvous shops to ta ke its 
totaI ofctmee bars to 29. City Gourmets’ shares closed down 0.5p at 29.5p. Pictured deft to right) at Rendezvous in Brent Cross, London, 
are City Gourmets property director Simon Broackes, chairman Nigel Whittaker and chief executive Gareth Lloyd Jones Tony Andrews 


ASW, the troubled steel maker 
is poised to buy its smaller 
rival, Co-Steel Sheerness, in a 
deal which would create an 
industrial group with annual 
turnover of more than £500m. 

Shares in Cardiff-based ASW 
were suspended at IRSp yes- 
terday after it stud it was in 
advanced talks with Co-Steel 
Inc, the loss-making nanartran 
steel producer over the acqui- 
sition of its UK subsidiary. 

Sources said the deal could 
be completed this week. They 
added that a tie-up between 
ASW the UK leader in the pro- 
duction of steel for the con- 
stnictioninduslxs and Co-Steel 
would lead to a number of 
redundancies among the 
enlarged group’s 3.200 workers. 

Most job losses are set to 
come from the floors of ASW’s 
Cardiff factory and Co-Steel's 
works in Sheerness, Kent, as 


By Francesco Guerbera 

the combined group imple- 
ments large cuts in production. 

Insiders said ASW’s 
takeover approach was driven 
by its need to mitigate the 
effect of tough market condi- 
tions on earnings. They added 
that the two companies oper- 
ated in the same markets and 
would be able to extract mas- 
sive rationalisation benefits'* 
from a merger. 

‘‘This is all about the reduc- 
tion of capacity and the change 
in the product mix, and has 
been caused by the current 
state of the steel industry, H 
said a person dose to the talks. 

Both groups’ earnings have 
been savaged by the strength of 
the pound. Last year ASW, 
which derives half its turnover 
in (he UK and half in France, 
posted profit before interest of 


£700,000 on turnover of £460m as 
steel prices fell Co-Steel Sheer- 
ness turned over £l50m, most- 
ly in its Kent plant, which has the 
capacity to produce about one 
million tons of steel a year. 

The company, founded in 
1971, accounts for around a 
quarter of its Canadian parent's 
annual production. Co-Steel 
Inc is one of the world's largest 
steel producers: last year it 
had sales of $i.6bn (£950mj 
and lost $29.1m. 

Buying Co-Steel Sheerness 
would help ASW strengthen 
its position in the production of 
steel for building contractors 
and civil engineers. It is already 
a leading European player with 
plants in the UK France. Hol- 
land. Belgium and Italy. 

Both companies said a merg- 
er would not give rise to com- 
petition issues as the European 
steel market is fragmented. 


‘Housebuilder 
Tay fights off 
rebel investor 


TAY HOMES, a small Northern 
housebuilder yesterday angri- 
ly rejected proposals by a major 
shareholder for a complete 
overhaul of the board. 

The company said the at- 
tempt by Sunley Fhmily Limit- 

1 to Change the managempn t 

i a “loser’’. Norman Stubbs, 
the chairman, said Sunley a pri- 
vatety-owned housebuilder; was 
wasting its time as the board 
had enough institutional support 
to defeat a shareholders’ revolt 

The rebel investor, which 
owns 10 per cent of Thy, wants 
to Mr Stubbs and chief execu- 
tive John Swanson replaced 
by Peter Hedges, a former 
deputy chairman at construc- 
tion group Taylow Woodrow, 
and Sunley head Richard Tice. 
^yThe little-known company 
^seeking to capitalise on some 
institutions' anger at Tay 
Homes’ performance. The 
shares have been hit hard by 
the slowdown in the North of 
En g l and, collapsing from l<&5p 
in March to 11 1.5p yesterday. 

Sunley is understood to have 
the backing of Phillips & Drew, 
which owns 17 per cent of Thy. 
However, Mr Stubbs said the 


by Francesco Guerreka 

current board owned 23 per 
cent and was supported by 
most shareholders. Fidelity, 
with 10 per cent, and Foreign & 
Colonial with 7 per cent, are 
thought to support the board. 

“This is just an attempt by a 
£20m-a-year company to win 
control of a £150m-a-year rival 
without paying a premium/ 
said Mr Stubbs. Thy, which has 
a market value of around £30m, 
would seek to improve perfor- 
mance and grow through merg- 
ers with rivals of similar size, 
he said. “We would like a mar- 
ket capitalisation of around 
£150m through tie-ups with 
other small housebuilders/ 

Thy announced that it would 
scale down its operations in the 
North-west due to poor market 
conditions. The company said 
it would stop buying land in the 
area, which accounts for 
around a third of its 1,500 an- 
nual completions. The change 
would save £20m at year-end, 
indutfing 13 layoffs. The money 
will be spent to increase volume 
in Thy’s other remans, Scotland, 
Yorkshire and Oxfordshire. 


Photobition targets 
Wace with £42m bid 


PHOTOBITION, the aggressive 
graphics group, yesterday 
launched a hostile bid for Wace, 
its troubled rival, valuing each 
Wace share at 52.6p and the en- 
tire company at £4 1.7m, writes 
Peter Thai Larsen. 

ie offer was unanimously 
by Wace’s board as 
offering “inadequate value” to 
its shareholders, and it advised 
them not to take any action. 

Photobition proposes merg- 
ing its operations with Whce in 
a move to create a world leader 
in digital services with a net- 
work covering the UK Europe, 
US, Australia and Hong Kong. 

Eddie Marchbanks, Photo- 
bition chief executive, said he 
had approached Wace’s man- 


agement “We had lunch about 
three weeks ago and I said we 
would be interested in bidding 
at a certain level. But they 
never got back to me.” 

A deal would almost cer- 
tainty lead to job losses. Wace 
has 2,000 employees, about 500 
in the UK Photobition, which 
has roughty the same turnover 
employs 1,050. “There may be 
a good reason why they have so 
many more staff, but I've got to 
get inside and have a look be- 
fore I can answer that ques- 
tion,” Mr Marchbanks said 

Wace shares jumped lop to 
515p, while shares in Photobi- 
tion, which launched a £69m 
shar p placing to help fund ary 
deal, dipped ip to 239p. 


Product Recall Notice 
Dream Cuisine and Premier 360 0 
Cordless Filter Kettles 



A potential problem has been identified with the above 
Kettle. Model Nos. WJ760. 761, 762 and BJ2SIJ. that 
could, over a period of extended use in hard water areas, 
cause the handle to overheat. 

In the interests of customer satisfaction, and as a 
precautionary' measure, the Kettles have been withdrawn 
from sale. Anyone who has purchased one of these 
products should return it to the retailer concerned where 
a full refund will be given. A receipt Is not necessary. 

In case of difficulty, please call 0181 787 3111 


m 



It’s no surprise that people dream about owning a ThinkPad 600. To begin with there’s its head-turning appearance - stylish, 
elegant, sleek, a classic piece of modern design. Then there's the sophisticated technology. With Intel’s fastest processor, a 
huge hard drive and CD-ROM capability, it has to be one of the most desirable mobile business tools around. Now comes 
the opportunity to make your dream a reality. Buy any one ol the new selected ThinkPad 600 models and well give you £250 
cash back. So, isn't it time you stopped dreaming? All you need to do is buy a selected ThinkPad model, send us a completed 
claim form and you'll receive £250. For more details on the promotion, visit WWW.iiun.com/pc/Klk/tppromo1 

or call Tanya Proud on 0870 601 0137 In Ireland phone 1850 22 00 33 



e-business tools 


In your 


dreams. 



In your hand... 
£250 cash back 


The ThinkPad 600. 

Intel" Mobile Pentium* II processor up to 300MHz 1 

■ Disk capacity ranging from 5.1GB 2 to 6.4GB 
■ 64MB 3 fast SDRAM ■ 13.3" TFT active matrix screen 

« 2.2kg 4 ■ CD-ROM and integrated 56KB modem 

> Starling at £24)99* (inc. VAT). 



■^^lw,Tq)pTmioTlOTi(J^600w«4*.55fl.2n®8aiftei«i««thBira*nBncfiiso I Bten H y ¥ By ^ iiawte mlLWK^' taws Gigabyte imttKh^m#itait^}i»twieisnirigb law 

„ cBB3ty. sccesSife csfEEt» mar toe lea HdEi onr miSon sjhes wen uftmna & tad free nadiy. capacsy m» ne iss '2 fto o uareanQ Baum wir. baday and nam iive. Mnmum wight wtm CMOM/flVD ow 6 26*j Actual wBgta no/ cjy Al PCs 

n ins ad sap wn an otwatfig syssn BM pratJud isires n tradmurts ct mtenaioial Branes ttchmes Capmtma Microsoft Wrto* ana Wnflws HI ire trademark ol Moowli Corparafloi met the inw hsUte logo and ftfluti are legated trademarts of tel Coiporarion 




■£©© 











] 


« 

IS 

a 


41 

M 

Am 

An 

Ant 

4k 

Bft 

Ca 

to 

a 

Eun 

FTC 

Gd 

OH 
Ub 
to 
Jaw 
J» 
La 
Ma- 
lta 
Pars 
PSo 
UK i 
IKI 
UK 1 
UK I 
ux: 

l*: 

usr 

US I 
US) 

AM 

Am 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

DBt 

D» 

Bar 

Env 

BMc 

ElID 

Eun 

tm 

Em 

Fart; 

Em 

Em 

oai 

on 

Gkfc 


Jana 

Japa 

KS 

mb* 


ft** 

Pac* 

uxa 

UhG 
UK Gr 
UKh 
U*.1n 
US 

Altar 

An*rt 

ft*rn 

Assen 

Cape 

DMde 

Eftw 

Eur» 

Emm 

Extra I 

Cmai 

Gi& 

BcM 

Oooai 

Htalr 
tom 
Jftft 
Late A 
***** 
Master 
Unit 

hu» 

US Era 

Worth 


Earn i 
Emt 


u & p i 
Smite 


Firamr 

Ena 

FaEial 

Fhna kn 

ftWSH 

FmtfoT 

(tmcwin 

CAtaco 

Bdteie 

HgliWll 

Jam 

Late Air 

tent 

MMerh 

Facte 

Property 

UK Enter 

UK Emit 

Wool Pc 

Pr Arom 

Pr Earorr 

Pr Eaprc 

Ft Extra I 

ft tor 

WB*a 

ftGttUf 

Pr hk0ter» 
ft NBAir 
PtWiAro 
ft to 4 
ftPrettF 
ftSwcu 
ftCpeeti 
ftArcHno 
ft lecteu 
ftUABXr 
Pi 15. Eta 

Atari E 

Ettil 

SmaiaCa 

UK Sorer 


Antkyto 
Amu, tic 

HpWbKl 

tooted 

taxneftj. 

taomaeu 


CawatGn 

teconra 

tecaneV 

■ ACE 

cmuuPi 

FmmTiiPb 


BalsxftF 
ftwoy Ooi 
won vied i 
UKE«ta> 
unwait 

Baton 

AmoSnu* 

Amsczi 

Boafl 

ton Sr i 
Bnwi £m i 
Brttai jjn 
3oteH3M 
Cun 

Crwrtol* 4 1 

EtWBMMs 

EmUf 

Eupn Small 

kerne 

tonacnxd 

wentatoa 

jam 

Japan 5m* 
LatcAmno 
MmaoH 
Parte 
UK Snoop 1 

tottgraft 

lIBwato 

CBOBBCtH 

tofcwcedTi 

toctHDc Fn 

Eh. Mafldv It 
Co* 

CaSt flic 

Income 

IrameBwk 


MO 

Ennia 

Genera 

ftjPBft 

Train 


EmrtFta 

EC MO Trade 
1C Stoetouri. 

Cand flee 
FT5E 100 
SraoerCrK a> 
Snulafte to 

GrtxxtkFand 

Amato 

Amman Gnu 

Japan flee 
Jamil km 
WOlMMfc 

Baadafshn 

tor mcone in 
ItauqtaKiCOn 
UDd GenUA* 
Manana Gnw 

fatter a* 
PO Bex 14821 
IntatoiB 

beam Fmk 

pemnuaon 
ram, hew* 
usnotom 

jtoiU Mntafti 

Enron MWFiontf 

Graft Paris 

Gwih&inc Aa 
Goffifilnstac 
IAOimOi 
U* Cnr/ffi Acc 

Graft to, 

Eiio [tan Grant 

Fflrtasnan&ovti 

F*iaaC«iAcc 






18/SHARES 



the independent 

Tuesday 22 December 1998 



ALCOHOUC DEVLRAGCS 


M 

All 

44 

7 93 

H5 

325 

M3 


385 AUed I 

si flrrtojm 
7 ftmSffiorlSa 
4TB bp 
665 Gtranmngje 


H7J llUit ZU 1DOO 

3391 00 15 17A 1138 
IBfl x-05 . .. 4G5Z 

HU -U 14 iu 
6875 1 0.0 25 156 £799 


225 hHhUOtSlm 2606 x 15 45 
115 lUrnraOtt Mifl 05 17 


115 1255 
55 1156 


Ittl 872 MfarW 12495 su u tu HX1 

1032 554 AIB 10225 ISO 00 245 

1001 7B6 AtoacaLUc SOU 125 XI BL1 2233 

1990 924 tattafi 11175 845 U 1051904 

1338 W3 ttottrtM 13050 >-£5 05 208 

088 MBtnintl 7155 255 15 195 MB 

902 (71 fatal 0705 45 35 04X3X3 

an m bsk pan ihm elo u isj ssn 

insa sso ntttfasio) isszj 175 <5 125992 s 

66 925 UspcHJ 5275 1 05 50 94 7390 

1110 B7 UQdUSSp BS15 ISJ 25 205 BOSS 

1244 094 BataeS Bt 12015 435 35 17J 1082 

T7i 4W NarteraRnck 5650 50 24 301 

70 43 Hea Bns 425 05 31 87 9668 

1131 R1 OB 04 M 3745 1205 35 115 3212 

1DU 351 ttanctaM STM 145 15 115 1441 

485 355 Wrtrag 3900 05 45 145 3569 

392 303 WM kri ct 3815 45 U 23.1 3H7 


BPE\‘/EP!E5 PUBS A REST 


1176 ESI Bn 


r; 

7 M 


5 EVODGp 
IB) Babaraa 
13 Gutraoot 
86 Cento r hm 
61 CflyOrftas 
SQ GoapMS 
T25 EUMgeP 
!?i Emptato 
425 FASnUTilk 
34 tunafcGp 
MS Gram Any 
168 CtaGmd 
3K Karap&H 
7175 1475 MM 0) 

76 13 nriBusOBS 

HMD 455 Lamar Sp 


158 4777 
ME 7169 
75 1Z3B 
89 1740 
145 1510 
105 1348 
59 2305 
El 6809 


1315 iM5 45 105 1006 

95 05 . 1545 

1025 r 08 44 101 
1555 15 5.1 112 IIS 
1165 00 82 78 

BOO DO 58 103 1104 
6885 245 15 05 4(51 
1829 oo 44 mo am 

3575.00 29 
4600 1 00 31 

ros -10 108 

5165 » 00 40 
2225 -40 81 
2205 00 110 
14750 00 5.7 
415 DO 5 9 
697 5 ( 00 1 5 329 
2235 00 45 04 133 

385 . 00 19 122 1329 
£00*100 50 Si 1347 
2735 00 16 112 
1425 <00 32 109 
0000 58 07 294 2991 
1300 00 45 107 6066 
103 5 00 45 B0 1174 
BU 105 45 0.1 1431 
1335 -05 II 171 

i«0 SfagSiau»Gpi6i5 00 45 
70 UsfterxfcraWflQjITOS 130 - 
IS VjwGnr 2660 25 51 

145 IWmpiiJO 1810 DO 15 

1142 668 VHbnl 7845 lU 45 125 14H 

5 £9 363 Won sandier 4165 <00 B2 B2 1606 

559 309 12Ss EuoWMilg 3175 DO 14 109 

80S 556 fang 6 Ca t 6925 0 0 35 205 3307 

03 41j VEM0SLOI 4625 00 40 150 3308 


G 'CONSTRUCTION 


— SmS 

Bfa in to 

ftfca Qg TV 

RE Gift 

« 

90 Goto. 

1015 00 45 

97 





21 

12 HR Din 

150 00 70 

100 

180 

100 MhUi 

1000 00 6< 

50 

8fi5 

175 fan 

300 50 50 

80 8000 

21* 

<9 EaeSp 

550 30 114 

18 17*7 

234 

66 Ktape 

1280 -05 04 

SU 7523 

129 

n SAM 

33i -00123 

32 5447 

584 

3K Krik-ft 

4840 -60 10 

21.7 1107 

634 

330 IB Sente 

4130 -40 56 

164 002 

231 

IM Ufa Srpfa 

1170 00 9J 

50 616 

123 

62 ton 

800 0 0 139 


5U 

351 HgnopsJ 

1796 OO 50 

. 1334 

6 

1 mto 

13x43 

.. 1870 

327 

172 Drift 

2280 -10 50 

01 266 

2Si 

150 Nortsnter 

1570 70 31 

97 2SW 

S4? 

118 Farm Op 

1170 00 9? 

56 1220 

313 

120 ftnAagm 

ISIS 00 91 

71 3907 

255 

121 fay 

1710 00 90 

40 2757 

443 

138 PooertoD 

ISO 00 90 

61 1209 

105 

S3 feUBfa 

750 -10 133 

52 

1« 

39 REA Ufa 

«0 00 100 

83 

3 

1 Rme 

20 x 00 . 


39 

S fed 

190 DO BS 

83 

5 

1 RmoR 

1.1x06 - 

_ 

5 

3 Ross Grp 

28 • 00 

U8 

113 

58 RteWdGp 

730 OO 77 

<0 GUJ3 

JO 

7 Saflke 

100 > 06 - 

_ 

2# 

127 Sandnaito 

1296 10 50 

63 £992 

3? 

11 SffW 

150 03 100 

75 

a 

25 joagpajj 

303 x 00 60 

(7 

£74 

1£4 Stan 

13*0 -OS 24 

47 

JOB 

64 Tin* Red 

670 >06 190 

32 


*95 Tuan 

6206(40 10 

IU 1218 

440 

28B lOKO 

2926 00 81 

114 £069 

124 

18 UHO'imxGp 

186 06 83 

45 2024 

300 

165 ttdyffiaiS 

1756 00 59 

73 4877 

8*9 

fits Iff Bed 

7950 00 28 

190 S2G9 

193 

BJ Wta 

680 20 66 

S3 

1GE 

86 Hung ( H i 

855 40 73 

5.4 



j»7 

SI 

«3 

384 

357 

950 

37S 

219 

051 

238 

M4 

131 

SI 

3-43 


iS Mnl 

in adEqPm 

140 aomfesi 
SSI Pan Eqrec. 
IS Ran&te i IHj 
W RagaOta 


160 

15 CarfBaungx 
in Case 
335 DCC 
70 aanvw 
213 Lanm 
43 UnrtnAMa 
91 Udndlhsser 

360 POMEDOB 
75 Sprint 
61 


1760 10 40 
110 00 
2C0 r-25 80 
51D0 00 10 
70 5 05 129 


3260/10 67 J 


107 SRGP 


545 00 18 
940 00 B5 
4650 1 DO 6.7 
750 <ao 150 
915 (05 66 
8755 85 4J 115 14(2 
9575 (00 7.7 75 3233 

200 00 35 314 4E49 
510 a 00 114 . 3266 




EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIE 


W 

8 

AfaaftlCQ 

(i 

•044005 

33 

17 

MU 

IOO 

X-10 


in 

H 

tOfti 

1240 

4J 

u 

10 

7 

Deltas (9 

71 

-0.18G.7 

205 

142 

EriCKaCtq 

1620 

20 

1Q0 

41 

10 

CrenddRa 

90 

00 

_ 

12 

5 

UUROfE) 

93 

414D8J 

133 

25 

flerewn iiafig 

*90 

00 


TO 

a 

lUOKrtag 

700 

06 

233 

B7 

538 

■flBft 

7240 

210 

45 

*43 

315 

WHEW Bs 

3300 

00 

07 




m 

288 

115 

AamSHKM 

1350 

<00 



- 3510 
(Li 8421 


74 1196 


_ 5557 
si 3860 


M Wffl 


3440 

G AMrtfiSta 50 <00 _ 48 2136 

27 AdoEM *85 05 80 40 15(9 

4» me hi Hi 6685 X0 UBUKK 
155 Britt SrdC i960 00 70 BJ 1841 

513 379 Barr AS 4375 U 49 85 1850 

875 00 59 70 

820 4-20 40.1 34 1113 

1078 580 Briato 7450100 10 204 

1023 HI CadfScto 18180 110 10 27.7 1115 


2E2 


8665 HU 20 BJ) 4314 
4810 <10 U 820 4443 
SZU 1-10 B5 185(025 
7830 U 4J _BH 
6900 15 40 ®5 6027 
8385 *10 4.1 440 6DX 
1710 U 45 1310 HIS 
7240 40 50 517 


11 2Q AAFntus 
375 175 Aonr 
400 294 Afen 
218 114 AMEC 

875 355 Amy 
260 IS Anton 3b 
37 118 Atoad 

49 a Amdh&p 
*6 and 
341 T5G Banal Dh 
23 is Beam 
403 217 Briny 
TO 408 Bourn 
’TO 113 Ben Br» 

2 3 to 

315 TO Boot (Kwrl 
.77 158 Boris HOW 
170 78 Braccv ittra 

42 28 BfCmO Gid 

;E6 77 Bryan <£ 

IX 93 GALA 
4J 15 Cretan Grp 
126 66 Cflurtrywe 

1*6 81 CreafcMsT 

i2? 67 Gussacftpr 

IM '£■ fjne» Hldgs 
2W IQ JLEm 

■4 is 63tK rc 

1100 €50 Gleam Ml 
1^5 X Hsriocltura 
212 726 Hwwi-ar 
753 370 JOB 
25a Ml tto 

25 19) tier Era 

^5 747 Ling .JrA 

29? 747 urtj |ji 

215 1 a Undoi 
TC ICS r.lcfltonr 4 
ir ;n IJrtJTWiS 
254 157 UcTjan Andri 

B! 37 EAcmsan 

150 ?B Knitai J 
253 ij* Persmmon 
l» 75 FelBTOia 
;j E FAvgafslDn 
129 99 Fcdm 

■59 E6 ftratuig 

ise 13 Ream ar 
35 1i3 SO Go 
95 33 Smiffl 

U3 108 1/,- tames 

26 I >4 TjykrlWrri 

303 IX TdburyOouj 
29 14 Ire Op 

7i yj tmiec 
11? 21 WHE 

Sc 58 VtaDtri 
■40 51 Ltonnes 

69 X VtudKUgs 
717 145 LtefcUY 
1£ 10 VftagmS 

7?C 4X ffltonBmCen 
1*3 101 Wisoo C 
144 91 Warner G 


BUILDING MflTEniflLS 0.49B- 


ELECTrtOfjrCS 


410 

2J4 

Acd 

400 0 

.09 38 

IU 

£06 

56 

Acorn Group 

870 

■10 . 

. 1SZ 

103 

15 

Airascti 

186 

00 

900 

21S 

1113 

ALSTOM 

12750 

06 


3£ 

£7 

Arabaf 

353 

00 10 


38 

a 

Aden 

208 

06 57 

36 1586 

135 

715 

ARM 

12506 

00 

.. 2374 

130 

X 

A»ftSR| 

<65 

00 _ 

91 1092 

78 

3* 

A1U1 Grp 

565 

-10 


83 

37 

BTCC 

590 

10 160 

. 1103 

160 

HO 

Bek 

38(6 

06 7 4 

14 0 1697 

Kb 

307 

ftjwtoow 

3425 

21 »2 

111 1118 

60 

88 

Bntgrii 


. . 

633 


5919 

i960 

2115 

2460 

2465 

1400 

1330 


1695 


6 Cjdjra 
4 Chntd Wgi 

37 am* 

155 Cavtoet.HBip 
75 CM. too 
378 CnteMetGo 
25 Oardata Sn 
96 Bern 

392 DmmFm 

38 Dnta^iUi 
235 ClruckHU|ta 

17 Emu 
231 FmtGE 
S9 fttonc 
B Fortonr fed 
M EnmIBu 
M MCiarlSnrs 
115 Lira; Prong 
165 MU Pa 
X Howrt fctn 
235 NTX 
162 Ordofll test 
24 Pace Men 
3B Flaeiran 
165 Ftea: 

14 FTestna Htrgs 
%i Psoi 
244 Racri 
39 RaflanecGru 
3S fcn&fcn 
X FEnra Grp 
T Rooms 
19 Hrstoo 
% Sarwnw, 

3i Acnraies 


£6 00 _ 

58 « 00 . 

505 >53 23 
1975 00 3332917 
765 00 114 70 

3775 ( 0 0 40 
700 » 40 
1150 00 139 
406 5 0 0 39 
410 00 99 
2800 (00 00 
200 -03 35 
Z50 -10 50 
6125 -110 0* 

1 r 3 » 00 . 

55U 275 13 Z3J 1248 

15J (00 - . 53(7 

1X5 20 48 
1700 0 0 40 
J15 ( 00 4 1 
30 0 »-10 . 

1915 00 67 
030 25 05 
735.00 . 

2090 00 27 14 6 6667 
I75iO0 . 

4600 225 07 
3350 40 22 
385 00 6? 

W&0 -10 3E 
320 (00 . 

00 00 . 

2260 00 *1 
1010 00 110 
405 0 0 37 


. 3512 
38 1834 
160 1152 


90 6449 
3 5 5270 
. 1115 
140 1996 
09 1998 
24 6 2002 
80 1250 
05 4732 
35.6 4732 


95 6219 
98 7342 | 
325 i 
. 1614 
06 1369 | 
1 


46.6 1270 
. 2906 
70 

150 3742 
MO 

117 6506 
50 6129 
01 1574 


64 Cantokg 

211 Cornell 
SO nmcmop 
32 Qartfcft 
151 Onm 
112 Express Danes 
« hrffltJ 
389 Seta 
9 BUM Eg 
T95 Qwhbh 
120 ftadeMud 
73 MHon 

297 uaEPnftrit 

»6 uausB 

143 IflcKdsVlD 
1a msnFmas 
39 RCMBp 
98 FedrUsFd 
1S3 Ran Wseron 
48 HoriEwn 
Z5G Wa&Lte 
94 UormFiX 
49 Wgaa 
4*7 MWm 
IS IH»satt 
_ WTFbaii 


. 1820 

11.1 1933 

14.1 
(00 

7.1 3248 
109 

U 1214 
100 4006 
- 2206 
117 m 
141 ZZ7B 


695 1-20 90 
2745120 54 
3C0ID0 39 
320 00 10 
Kfi0 10 70 
7400 *40 70 
720x00 09 
4010.00 34 
11 5 80 7 7 
350 * 00 20 
1255.10 74 
725x05X6 13 12E 
3075 00 95 50 2021 

1175 00 45 190 1330 
1435 00 70 75 S6B1 

1X5 -05 57 140 1363 
715 (00 .. . 3630 

1385 00 30 114 2756 
1935 00 27 130 1634 
535 do bs 40 an 

3280 1-4.0 56 120 4665 
1000 15 _ 4335 

4325 x-20 6.5 90 1474 

6455 240 1.7 410 BMBi 
2450 1 1 0 5* <22 1061 


RISES 


rvam aim hu 


Janfi Porto 

aw mi 

FMCMm 
■LUbantor 
evoAta 
lm ■ 


VLSI 

mm 

lit* 

111* 

75Jt 


11* 


in* 


ft* 

-ULMr 

M5 

lia 


Larin 


1SLS* 
327 JS 


22T7S 


2178 
21 JB 
llM 
MM 
11.18 
ME 
BJ7 
M3 
7 M 
70S 


FALLS 



MARKET LEADERS 


TOP 20 VOLUMES at 5pm 


U ML 

Shefl Trarapttc 39.4am 
BTR 21.4011 

Utors of TitavBr 5J9m 
Coctaa n man 

Jtata UjBFri) 

firkBtotadi 053m 


UcgdiTCB 


Bite Tri e m ni 
Btleftrirclmra 


ML 

9J0n 
9.Bm 
BJEm 
8. Ska 
7JKn 
709m 


a 8* ML 

Cooalfyrii 701m 

Tam 592m 

London tad 590m 

MartaiSgnwu- 504m 

PramftrOt 503m 

553m 


BhcAAvnta 

MHFuntem 


557m 

502m 


FTSE IOO INDEX 


HOUR BY HOUR 


£5T 

KfcOO . 


574) .9 
5741 .9 
575000 


Up OO 
Up 8.1 


IldJO 

QUO 

B9Q 

MOO 


57S75 

5799.1 

57770 

58020 


Up 25.7 
1^510 
Up 555 
Up 60.4 


EM 
to DO 
Oeee 


5809.7 

58MJS 

S87&5 


Up 675 
Up 025 
Up 34.6 


Oils DISTRIBUTION 


47 cm Gra 

SI Baton 

an m 

99 WErtawGra 


570 (L3 14 

11U 20 
3X0 -U 20 

13<0 00 37 


188 
_im 
_ 7174 

135 


_ 3513 


135 41 AdlMSoUans 4ZD as 

603 315 AtotaUChB* S2D.55 23 34.4 
1025 B9Q BO* 9325 25 1 9 212 1577 

528 62 Bt MJrtH tag 665 10 _ . 3358 

70 Horan km 905 -55 503 

144 Cn UK 3125 » 00 09 21 1 3537 

22 Ctttatas 715 -15 .. . 3384 

303 Cdnrtlrtasp 4765 00 34 1E1 1701 


54 Drew soertfltfip 815 -10 

00 

00 17 25 23S 

00 16 173 2337 

1155 (-20 29 23.1 1391 

4065 -10 13 437 6877 

SSB4 U 10 - 

05 15 294 3391 


1365 

2345 

5E0.0 


m Gnus Bp 
Mi Httogh 
480 LSEA01 
11G ueopnHI 
ITS ItaW-BHA 

ns total 

484 Set® Send 

an SUcXfDugn 
97 Sand* tamfflse 1635 
118 SMriSHeaO 1740 
13 fepMUk 
187 nbuH-cn 


8540 

SOSO 


75 

15 d: 

30 39 
150 -10 - 
2010 00 4.4 


2195 6<84 HS3 


370 

160 143* 

_ $165 |9* 
134 6601 


343 

03 10-1 

62 

1250 

51 

17 

Symooifc 

so 

iOO 

78 

97 


1115 

30 97 

73 

3737 

*8 

5 

Wpcteledi 

Sfl 

00 


„ 

G53Z 

1539 

10 3* 

10 8 

1591 

68 

a 

fetoiwm 

510 

15 

30 

108 

MB 

H65 

■40 57 

119 

3C75 

AS 

20 

Tews: 

326 

05 

0* 

30 

10*1 

135 

■13 ao 

50 


73 

*6 

IQ 

*95 

05 

92 

5* 


210 

00 74 

46 


1W 

no 

rwwfFwi 

13£5 

00 

50 

61 


315 

10 . 

S3 

«89 

IBS 

B 

hg 

17*5 

OO 

20 

2*6 

3338 

57 5 

06 IB 

16 9 

7729 

Iffl 

35 

■Rni&G 

360 «-* 0 

63 

53 


905 

DO 60 

69 

I3)S 

9* 

*3 

IMmUtec 

SU 

00 



£5» 

35 

06 108 

38 


fl* 

14 

fatnTwi 

140 

00 

45 

113 

1074 

KJ5 

00 4 7 

09 

E51 

HE 

18 

Wrion 

*55 

*5 


_ 

4130 

109 

01 . 

174 

3173 

660 

430 

Wo 

4350 t-SO 

53 

104 

3731 

5105 

-10 31 

105 

5*63 

£60 

140 

Vtech 

2320 

00 

39 


4117 

i! 

00 60 
■ID (7 

79 

89 

156* 

1505 

1050 

bx 

806 

06 

■ 



rj 

49 Aggregate tnd 

690 -08 30 

23 8 1203 

36 

IB) AngfeiGp 

2180 00 SB 

H 7 6053 

119 

89 BaggofaM 

01 0 OO 62 

9 8 4958 

<1! 

£3£ BkteQnJe 

3110 10 47 

128 2671 

*89 

Iffl BPS Wifi 

1130 1 <5 55 

131 109* 

1*9 

75 Braeonn 

815 15 91 

94 34*9 

1« 

83 Use 

835 00 mi 

71 1813 

£15 

87 Cmon 

«5 20 90 

80 5272 

;m 

61* CRH 

10910 -9 0 06 

£44 3922 

181 

?! 

*3 ftetySp 

33 Emstm 

*35 OO 78 
395 >06 

5 * 3475 

200 

115 Epm 

1115 00 103 

67 5756 

*7 

8 Han 

135 • 00 

135.0 2292 

£00 

IDS GteomGp 

1175 10 65 

11* IJ7T 

£53 

158 HuSlea] J 

1706 00 7 2 

10 1 2255 

*98 

230 ttasai 

<800 -105 31 

36 9 1030 

£55 

ij* Hewer* 

1580 -25 71 

- 1255 

198 

96 Herrafin 

19*0 x-10 51 

i*r 

ns 

Iffl HeywMW 

3010 -15 85 

7.1 2P9i 

66 

J6 Sank 

570 QS 50 

139 1368 

371) 

£50 -Wuryco ts 

3035 00 5.1 

143 235* 

to 

4 MnMSttWl 

63 oa 

_ 

790 

185 KfaUrt 

1900 200 05 

151 521* 

705 

60 LDeJtJ 

675 00 86 

101 


65 Hater 
!« Mxsnds 
2*4 nwM 
45 dacru 

54 PJenpcn 

95 Prdvcw 

90 PTSGp 

59: mic 

73 Artaud 
ii auger G41 
63 Russell Aien 
110 9 uk8F 
5) % 
i Spmgrteci 
JO lamas 


mo 

IS5 
X5D 1 
S7E , 
555 1 
1120 
W5 


00 55 
00 4? 
10 40 
00 J.’ 
■10 9* 
00 4 4 

00 36 


830 -00 43 

aso 00 5 2 

m 40 55 

BS 70 57 
'■TOO 00 4 8 
l.i 5 05 7J 
6J 00 20 

iKo :o t: 


105 1328 
158 3213 
27 4 13*0 
407 IM0 
- 628S 
19 2785 
109 *1 16 
115 1190 

102 r.T) 

130 1407 
104 

10.« 4710 
64 3-128 
2564 

M3 1454 ! 


57 60060 
88 AH 

90 MnnxGp 

IX AMs 
71 AtfoUb 

208 Asad 
105 Art & Lacy 
11 AEW 
46 BaacockH 
286 B8A 
76 BMpon 
155 Bedsfert 
73 BeatolAx 
1285 618 Booms) 
sn 164 Him 
87 BraScd 

X BTB 
66 Mtupl 
41 m 


173 


505 (-10 94 
1X0 00 56 
315 00 115 
1980x10 13 
885*30 71 
2615 00 <5 
1050 -C5 94 
185 1 00 
755 00 25 
3500 -05 24 
606 >00 78 
1730 00 55 
76 3 00 

8375 (00 15 193 17W 
B10 HJ U BJHII 
905 x 10 136 79 4530 

1245 85 85 
665 0 5 109 
470 *00 106 


40 1*32 
- 1514 
50 3516 
251 1*81 
68 3946 
86 1905 
55 1276 
. 7828 
79 2693 
171 1091 
67 
57 


157 Omul LAH M0gs6B 0 00 08 


1x7) 

775 TtwsPtrwts 

2315 00 37 

no 3«7 

i~ 

165 UEroftxme 

aao -:s ?5 

16* 

l(7J 

7T> UwrCenwc 

7:5 06 90 

77 mu 

i» 

E3 

£S5 Weaeev 



■<c 

£5 flBnflitSVfl 

645 -15 111 

13 fl 3956 

117 

ffl A-tSiitiby tic 

595 00 *0 

U 5183 

z. 

9 2*rrai 

ms 1 00 1* j 

*6 3023 

IMS 885 BBC 

8560 -230 4.185850 1008 


ErmJhfl 

BID 10 *3 

95 1119 


314 6 IP 

149 OmgftD 
.Da Crass 
-W totter 
1* Deisms 
ICS Bslft* 
5* Surapiuri 
39 Hcxsoin 
1270 413 ECI 

194 62 Utttlig 


3415 30 37 73 4 1755 

32 0 DO 39 141 1143 

3140 25 48 110 1167 

3700 t-0 10 154 J012 

^5 10 25 

3i3i 00 60 96 116} 

565 *00 55 101 1917 'jjj 

465.00 36 22 1 6426 L« 
5400 -75 50 _ IBS |„ 


£35 -10 88 12 0 2320 


891 

as 

:* 

3t 

:i) 

”7 

240 

6E 

1*0 

**0 

J97 LetaB 
l» Uean-: 

Z-i tsuotn 

16 ucraa 
ia flaw 

100 Sera 
"5 Ham 

470 woteomm 
un Mm Go 

209 iWeCann 
ffl Tfalaras 

*SCS ££i 57 
1364 209 55 
305 00 91 
190 00 93 
l*£S 00 48 
1H5 x 10 70 

irec.-ia 39 

*756 00 72 
1166 90 103 
£525 -25 51 
815 OO 100 

102 IK? 

103 *231 
35 

*9 

70 7503 
113 £616 
Ml 

76 32S9 
143 1509 
TO* 3310 
5£ usa 



153 

a Atatis fttt 

975x00 SS 

80 66(2 


mi Abcnenst 

1005 idO 57 

82 ISffl 

£» 

165 Eowe 

££15.05 17 

17 * 7808 

as 

ia A0am8r-0iev 

1J25 i 50 163 

21 

! 

1 Ass Sr Eng 

15x00 . 

160 1603 

HI 

42 BapesICl 

■MS -05 02 

51 1680 

21 

8 BexngFrwr 

150 *00 - 


J 

29 3C0C3 G*p 

■305 00 *5 

J £ 

~Z 

X* EfaWH 

5*1 5 00 M 

74 

17 

s Bxg« 

80x00 - 

13J 


450 

373 

17fi 

55 

1^ 

144 

lid 

126 

255 

276 

315 

551 

125 

127 

JOS 

401 

23 

a 


& SnRWCS 

■a ess 

273 CaH/K 
120 CirWfcta 
2! CartlDD 

56 Canadian 11 
28 Wrara* 
105 Defied Bee 
93 DnmtaBEfl 
77 CboriGs 
143 QQtaa 

W taontta. 
200 9KS1K3TW 
>1 Junto Rt 
37 Euonttre. 
143 Emm Rasta 
86 FtefaiGfl 
1* 6e5ineri3o> 

57 tottofai 


^0 10 SO 
3MOaO0 90 
WO '00 U 
1195 3.0 4 7 

24.0 -03 12.7 
1515 -TfiO 74 
295 00 220 
116 £ 15 is 
1025 00 37 
1110 20 27 

1675.00 IDS 
?78 0 0 1DJ 
352 .120 10 
JI5 -C5 7* 
5(0 (-05 1*1 
2540 40 64 
985 50 113 
375 JO 4S 
£9i 45 48 


706 
205 
330 

655 
335 
aa 

383 
*25 

259 
IF 

900 
*02 
315 

85 1609 I!® 6 


ID Cam 
SS Largo 
IBB bangs 
266 QsrtB 
110 Ctoirieg 
14? Dms 
48 OyneWoriin 
1248 565 CotflUrt 
280 97 Corteoo 

151 DaMBrorm 
186 Arndt* Ana. 
14 EfetsHUgs 
101 Esttniei 
9* Fattier 
16 Rrfli 
69 Rrgi Itean 
103 FW 
57 CE1 
M0 GMWW 
44 racai Uads 
10 w Eng 
97 testa 
*9 twtKon 
71 WMi 
23J M 

W JahrtsaiH 

245 L Gaflan 6p 
16 Ldctfi (T1 

18* kbn^rarsE 

246 ucsa&a- 

121 tone 

93 uearn 
IX fetes 
262 UdOriCrac 
*5 Pawn c aan 
120 ftecoaiM 
139 QuMrarenc 
19 HeaoU 
35 Remraaiw 
179 n atttaiB 
367 Roar* 

£3 taw 

IX RUUcon 
107 5m. Eng 
163 Samfldfe* 

IX Mb 


7.1 

4 7 1777 
4J 6*06 

*ao 

20S 

S3 6425 
100 1 E 2 
102 6281 
- 1«3 
94 
115 

185 2146 
01 1299 
300 6003 
96 M26 
129 

11 J 1207 
179 1210 


Id 55E MAfUta 


« 

60 

- 7594 
41 
82 
17 
100 


178 1178 
37 6W 
205 1191 
■0 9 4003 
41 4*60 
5* 3676 
4 0 1223 
125 


*08 Gpoi-Sarco 
105 Scadur Gip 
205 SEetagtad 

300 nan 
85 tan 
78 lata 
19* tt Braun 
30? UkaEfesnms 
40 uthcI tens 
138 Wctai bp 
<88 Iftc 
560 town* 

180 ft gv 
1E2 (MOP 
76 IMMcm 

X vkscoi ftp 
730 CTOnai 


115 00 113 
1075 00 163 
1835 >-30 42 
1135 105 100 
1145 00 33 
2215*60 50 

1650.00 53 
7075 -25 14 
1X5 -15 72 

» - 

1885 -60 55 
155.05 20 
1175 00 44 
9*0 * 00 90 
1E3 
750 

1350 dO 53 
575 00 81 
i®5 05 103 
458 00 67 
725 00 143 
1225 -05 11 
565 0 0 7 4 
425 Q0 178 
2360 15 61 

3950.00 <6 
2355 DD 34 

185.0 0 7 6 
1925 10 65 
B10.15 7.4 
1210 00 49 
E90 00 62 
1X0 -60 172 
280 0 . -15 71 
1X5(10 
1275 00 65 
1575 00 83 
1600 .00 56 
355 00 150 
Z4&0 1 10 8.1 1H 6641 
3X5 00 37 207 1403 
S5 -05 23 _ 

23)0 00 1J 
1180 OO 39 
2S50 25 55 
2X0 TJ 25 1U US9 
B20.25 25 175 1*87 
5175 10 35 131 1439 
1075 00 6.0 7’ 

7330 00 59 
3100 -60 53 
875 -10 . 

29 0 *-1S 111 
1955 05 55 
3515 00 ! ? 

460 00 75 
I34i -40 49 
910x00 33 


178 

220 

IF 

188 

233 

25 

286 

422 

150 

4«5 

89 

100 

IB 

1B3 

368 

168 

268 

IX 

132 
9E0 
14 
1ST 
300 
265 
UG 
405 
357 
ISO 
250 
152 
123 
139 
210 
630 

133 
425 
475 
13 
203 
310 
44 


53 Angnxa 
TSS Ate 
82 Atarito 
79 Afcdfaa 
156 A piWBr 
7 Amur tee 
97 Bara [Mni 
233 Buck [PUB) 
78 ftosk Arrow 

69 CimJriCto 
13 CUiunrt 

22 caavtatt 

70 Cotfutfoto 

SB CunriPir 

140 ContlMslR 
75 DerdryGrap 
72 DnMG0 
60 Ector Bn® 
X FI Gn 


775 
128i 
1005 
1000 
1965 
120 1 





Bfe Ln.Snft 

Mu ca* TO HO Ma ngl Un Me* 

MaCfa IM l)IE Mi 


13 

1160 

18 

.476 

393 

92 

439 

201 

507 

E0 

MJ 

92 

108 

US 

131 

(577 

IS 

1227 

1160 

128 

178 

E 

IIS 

1224 


10 110 
00 55 
DO 87 
00 107 
00 73 
0J - 


9(0 >05 134 
7131 00 32 
775 1-20 (1 
880 00176 
183 >00 - 
270 >15 93 
700 
655 
1420 0 0 135 
805 (00 77 
795 30 BE 
615 110 76 
410 10 112 


40 1836 
90 6832 
94 1067 
80 1550 
17 

49 7485 
142 1833 
60 

72 3516 
. 3660 
- 1485 


U5 Gants WtatepGo 520.0 0D 22 
9 Harare 60 105 >00 . 

73 taSRrtertam 835 00 04 
150 HertgaBftmg 2150 00 45 
76 Hktong P 765 >-25 13 8 
55 tatoSMAapeiU 560 >06 
IX IWPU 1575 <00 00 

123 JimsSErd 1240 00 171 
60 KanpM Are 1065 1 00 
143 Uc®e^»*m 154 0 -45 7 3 


00 10 875 77V 
00 76 44 3*95 

5 3 7050 
10 2159 
45 1983 
63 158* 
27 2152 
216 

GUI 
119 

110 477B 
10 222) 


3 Annum 
HE IfireJto 
1 Rem Jap M 
290 HepiHac 
228 ftnJHCap 
« FtaimnuTr 
314 ten O n 
113 Hm Site Co 
244 FtalUSDro 

49 Flnm&ra 
99 EtoMdUa 
*5 RnWbrttrt 

26 FSCEn^H 
162 FtCEito 
153 FAC hr 

00 F&CPac 
331 FSCEoo 
136 F&CPtP 
T45 Facsrar 
119 FiCUSSra 
X FSCttSUT 
106 tan 1000 SC 
115 61 JW 

27 ten Eng tec 
SS Eat Em 

79 Gan Ftaog tort 
139 EaltortS* 
240 Gal Site CEE 
52 toadkc 
91 Gemmate 
70 Corn Arista 
31 Gam Aria SmCo 
» GoteEmgW 
72 GMHhc 


64 

06 



2425 

1395 : 

*03 

_ 

_ 

1145 

10 

03 


_ 

4914 

3090 

20 

46 


2580 

2515 

20 

26 

_ 

19*8 



_ 


3750 

3930 

50 

10 


1478 

1280 

00 

20 

_ 

EGS6 

3365 

05 

04 


2141 

595 

03 



5468 

1265 r 

a 00 

43 

„ 


690: 

105 

79 



393 

1 05 

_ 


6757 

2570 

00 

19 


£111 

1620 

IJ 

10 


TI 79 

10(0 

13 

21 


1226 

4*15 

30 

05 

_ 

0113 

1480 t 

■ 05- 

34 

_ 

6226 

1593 

0J 

24 

, 

1543 

1510 

03 



6703 

1065 i 

r 36 

4.T 


1842 

1195 

00 

27 


5MS 

1410) 

[05 

_ 

_ 

H73 

4 15 

06 

00 

_ 

6657 

3170) 

1 40 

05 

_ 

3442 

790 

05 

22 

_ 

3BZ7 

1510) 

t 0L5 

_ 


4206 

£715 

06 

29 

_ 

3461 

62.0 

00 

71 


am 

1103 

13 

00 


2109 

855 

16 



(299 

70S 

00 

00 


1131 

4(0 

05 

13 

_ 

3*32 

916 

00 

70 

_ 

7139 


15 tedBEHntaa 
228 ftrifloonM 
BO PiWEso 
96 ftXhcaS*n 
263 ftptUKSriCO 


270 RnCriPta 
X StMUfK 
115 ScM-hcM 
35 SstmdvJBpai 
US SdntaS g(H 
107 Sunder UE 
149 SUnderttodH 1545 00 1.1 
in Sea An* 2050*15 32 


233 0J 48 

2650 x-10 - 

1X0 U 
1280 -00 30 
27E0 00 31 
1100 IJ 40 
3270 20 DO 
440 08 15 
1310x10 <4 
520 00 
1210 x 00 60 
1210 00 17 


S3 Sea Eaten 
263 SUM 
265 Sea Hong 
100 Scrtva* 

43 SCUkfSrLolAm 
2755 2043 Gecuri fllwa 
13* 91 StesBESca 

117 SteHYkEmCa 
35* Sfensta* 

113 SssOaCa 
- 9Mn 

56 UMdtot 
451 Tngdtatot 

57 TetflEmBWB 
X TapiLmAm 

347 rferpsn Che 
50 RxayuukM 
155 TR Esm Girli 
34 TRPnay 
425 UmlDTr 


1160 05 22 
3468 45 23 
3415 30 20 
1085 . 03 20 
590 00 M 
25025 125 27 
1O90H0 <3 
1200 4-20 BJ 
<3(0 00 40 


00 30 
10 40 
00 

65 <J 
08 10 
08 00 
00 12 
00 <7 
10 02 
3(0x03 as 
5425 60 10 


1170 

3070 

G55 

5420 

860 

500 

3660 

030 

2835 


- 6125 

J 7167 

- 3*73 
_ 7911 


- 2797 

- 1095 

r 1 tu 

_ MIS 
. 141B 

- 72® 
_ 1724 
.. 208 
_ 1425 

- 1979 
_ 6133 
. 2041 

- 7689 
_ 2685 

- 1399 

- 1461 
_ 2176 
_ 2167 

- 3346 
. 5231 
. 8819 

- 3184 

- 3148 


SOB 

280 

SUfttad 

5975 25 

10 

sao 


1 

t 

$nMon 

05x60 

_ 


iirS 

2GB 

US 

toll* 

MU 15 

00 

06 

in 

MB 

TtamwoTwrt 1405 U 

08 

- 

1199 

87 

09 

MaM 

730 00 

10 

- 

3060 

213 

95 

Haifa 

U40 05 

U 

283 

6213 

RS 

48 

VO 

1175 X 00 


03 

2131 

413 

283 

tuft 

3015 S0 

IJ 

2U 

2172 


1480 1020 

m 431 Inp u t- 
Unfa I HP 

». (74 fatoUfe 

9M no P w faW 

383 155 SiteftCpO 



LIFE ASSURflNCt 


12X0 SO 30 (3 UP 

nu2uu aunt 

^ _ 1308 

MU U 15 16JZXM 
9300 410 21 220 7411 
2960 80 0.7 320 6641 
tn wniiFm nu mu su 
492 UUAoace 5310 13 0 52 T&4 1395 


10 . 00 - - 

4X0 (0 20 320 1522 

1X0 10 (2 110 0(74 

890 00 00 210 6169 

1500x00 - - 6»9 

3220 -50 28 XU 3506 

2125 00 02 170 5370 

3150 00 40 252 3406 

3700 *30 (0 6.1 1732 

2710 15 10 310 

4845 -U U UJW 
5760x110 31 lM 6654 
1 MU T7J 45 1(0 HO 

29*0 -70 23 115 . 

4(0 00 5.1 T20 8503 

8*60 00 10 -<8S3 

2(0 43 30 304 

KJS5 00 1 1 - 1*08 

UXL5 15 37 60 5733 

500-00 

27300 x-000 12 202 3973 
2690 *30 10 3S2 8231 
<875 -15 1 7 270 
10950 *50 18 340 "86 


438 


1(2 Qancaa 

40 CteteGaora 
538 Cnrjfas 
16 Cobteus&o 
m Conkad 
62 DnaitertA 
48 DriogCaa 
3*00 1836 QfclWUen 
287 lfi OnfngKkdr 




•M 

294 

fa 

8H0 

IU 

u 

17.1 

1171 

2413 

HOB 

Bnraxay 

14120 

*-120 

49 

05 

6880 

63S 

461 

Heftck 

6130 

1-10 

_ 

- 

2145 

49 

18 

FnapagaaBp 

200 

00 

_ 

- 

3280 

255 

114 

One 

1530 

10 


27 

345 


6WB Graft 

wax 

x 00 

20 

25J 

7185 

296 

196 

Hfftm 

2620 

-30 

73 

(5 

2278 

ram 

HE 

afl Gatate— 

OD0 

OO 

01 

666 

2393 

260 

198 

HnktaHdfa 

2450 

-10 

30 

155 

537 

330 

BC 

4090 

DO 

33 

134 

3E39 

30 

16 

paffl 

IU 

00 

24 

79 


398 

19B 

rifatt fens 

2340 

40 

30 

170 

ESI 

B* 

22 

map 

270 

1 60 

6.1 

(1 


2S0 

148 

Jams* Press 

2080 

00 

13 

150 

74S 

387 

141 

UP 

2900 

10 

00 

_ 


473 

208 

ton Grp 

370 

25 

25 

105 


1429 

940 

HtelBriten 

11250 

OO 

IE 

283 

£5(4 

249 

137 

Mapr Graft 

1450 

00 

44 

100 

EB29 

338 

210 

femmes 

£350 

00 

1.1 

16* 


life 

7M 

Nmm 

THU 

IU 

2.1 1710 

1174 

IBS 

868 

PnB&Siirt 

10(50 

00 

2J 

181 

2768 


X u&ww 
X Leeds 60 
41 ktorind &oi*i 
07 Hcfinrt 
325 OsoarwSIJ 

21 Rarttnd'i# 

290 PatoscnZA 
335 Paaraontoi 
75 PenualGp 
150 Pdca 
IS PDrmdfai 
73 Rndtad 
1333 751 toaU 
620 Z75 RUpto 

» Raiu Drmni 
27 StenmadOp 
165 Shared 
52 Snor 
21 Suing 
57 Sons 
55 Swggmtat) 

68 Upnura 
11 ftSarlBa* 

48 fttortaftdg 
5* MrmnpnGgi 
77 todto 

M0 461 AOriMct 
IX 9E Afltoi Onriory 
162 EM BodddAta 
EG 34 BramA6a 
1B7 73^ CCS 

199 Owes War 


6 9 3609 
4 6 2378 
15 9 60*9 
50 
33 2409 
*0 2«* 
4 7 3578 
60 4191 
70 2716 
. 2735 
6.4 7740 
73 2739 


470 00 310 
4(5 <-30 180 
860 00 134 
970 00 97 
4250 >00 70 
335 00 04 
3020 80 77 
3470 110 67 
990 -05 47 3(1 1676 
1570 10 49 80 2768 

1370 00 120 39 309 

340.00 90 97 2829 
IKI 1124 12 15.1 1048 
3750 0.0 70 (9 2838 
790 00 159 
3*0 10 132 
1770 x 00 (* 

570 00 124 
ZiO -05 11b 
505 -10 117 
580 00 74.7 
790 0 0 9.0 
500 >00 
505 -05 27 
540 x06 7.1 
770 00 BJ 


115 103! 
85 197* 
7.1 2945 
69 2952 
40 TOSS 
45 *063 
20 334* 
54 249* 
7 6 3227 
616 3500 


117 CmtasteFftf 
173 Crt haee 
430 tans Sard 
97 Endow 
117 GO0M*GUHaDS"75 00 J1 


2550 05 23 
1165 -05 1*0 
1935 4 5 11 
5300 15 26 
1115 00 160 


229 HE 
139 Hst» 

203 In&uHkB 
152 JrfUwdlto 
113 Or 

78 UrtnFflCtocn 
IX UMT 
100 Usitadlm 
59 New LOttCd 
68 totem 
431 RapUSimA 
124 SM6W* 

110 SVB HCJS 


3450.40 3J 

1475 DO 20 


23(5 

1940 

1375 

m 

M70 , 
1125 


45 10 


00 

00 67 
.10 61 
■15 101 
075 1-15 102 
770 05 
490 -25 
2255 ac 31 
1*35 -05 97 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 

GUIDE TO 
FLEXIBLE 
MORTGAGES 

by Nic Cicutti 

Sponsored by 

First 

(Active 


RING 0800 550 551 


Or send to: Independent Guide to flexible Mortgages First Active Financial 
pic. Sir William Atkins House. Ashley Avenue. Epsom. Surrey KT1 8 5AS 


8 Pituartk 
417 Rod Ml 
*11 Ma 

97 5 arte - 
COS SBdMedfe 
375 Scan too 

SQ6 S ffltf wffnq 


VU) (U 18 - ISfll 

OU ZM 15 520 ISO 

8X1J 1U 25 2(5 1047 

1385 00 11 155 

7075 00 42 189 M23 

5345 10 26 1(4 5834 

3579x00 37 113 7497 


200 TflykrtFnmtS Gp 3*45 10 05 - 

56 &jfcr Refers 740 00 IJ 231 5*3 

154 fadfoj 1825 00 19 201 

170 TV COB 2090 00 2J 140 3494 

397 an ly 4015 00 4 2 127 7439 

163 IBSBTV 1775 -G0 40 163 1472 

4(4 (HIM 5910 115 40 1(0 1480 

122 r ttnagni ftp 1865 00 10 335 

no nr miu u iu« 


OIL rrrTECRATED 


972 724 IP nu MJ 15 285 1(11 

1337 700 EoradiCKM 05(0 *150 12 14J 1138 

430 IS KBCAbteto 2350 00 11 200 

470 


no 


SOU 180 10 2(7 ms 


OIL EXP. e. prod. o.3«i 


if 

1101 

■M3 

:23 

*95 

is 

i 21 
1 601 

,14_ 

■ 433 

1*9 
1 302 
£ 

1 56 
440 
1 37? 
1152 


132 eas too 
14 Ae=& 

17 An^aSton 
113 ErBsitK 
1 Edita 
83 CaraEcjf 
5 Crafts 
10 2arrPr^fLT 
17 £2^2 
3 ErnnCEiifegy 
S fcama C* 
IS ccra 
3 rEtaa-S 
37 HBCJO 
0 JKXK 
S3 uaa 
34 toscss 
1C ftrilteCJ 
33 tajeM 

** SWJK 
<1 T^rwQtl 


1750 
160 
9T5 
1125 
30 
*5 -1C 
E£ c: 


38 

cap Standi 

32U 

60 

37 

215 

KU 

1333 

3712 

IK 

opto* 

tSSi xO0 

30 

art 

Cknte nop 

2423 

00 

16 

17J 


4 

atfeW 

30 

OO 

_ 

970 

638G 

282 


1905 

-05 

1.B 

H4 

1076 

380 


3835 

00 

44 

219 

1847 

B3 

05 Ufa 

1«0 

00 

6.6 

Ui 

4324 

IK 


2050 

xO0 

U 

130 

mffi 

Daft 

10950 

*250 

40 

90 

I960 

61 


IOO 

00 

5.1 

85 

6387 

173 

Dancne 

1715 

00 

U 

122 

1077 

395 

DaraertU 

4550 

80 

10 

292 

3658 

200 

Pt 111(111 "IT 

2005 

OO 

10 

50 

1BK 

IS 


1905 

00 


15.1 

207? 

77 

to Loft 

1000 

xOO 

40 

T2J 

19 

Freeport L» 

3565 

x 00 

0.4 

336 

2117 



1790 

OO 

09 

06 



470 Hrieafta 
24 tokw 
200 Jnoniw 
1174 7M UtaS-rt 



U sfil 
70 
<LB 4208 
210 IBB 
93 3542 
12 2 *« 
160 4268 
MJ 1317 
TJ 


2910 15 12 UJ 2221 
ISO .45 10 1022 1S32 
1530 >05 61 200 1236 
1655 05 1.1 166 2230 
3375 x 60 4-4 27-4 2250 
180 x 00 - 320 3* 
4800x00 25 
345 00 32 
Z7O0 IU 25 

7740IU *0 

222 00 51 
1065(00 02 
1365 -25 (3 
3910(1213 31 
2115 00 51 
1710X00 IJ 241 
18325 00 41 
165 DO 4.4 
1530x30 62 
<965 15 22 
2450x00 3.1 
250(80 55 
173x60 05 
1240 00 25 
555 00 7.1 
910 00 65 
730 x00 52 
1765 05 10 
20(0 -05 30 
900 x00 (0 
SO 00 60 
972iQ0 22 
1155 00 35 
615x00 (2 
2025 00 120 
2Z75 00 50 
720 >00 - 
4560 00 45 


ETfllLEBli, FOOD 


145 AMP 
141 USA 
55 finn n mi 
157 Fate* 

93 Fifes 
7768 1975 Graggs 
261 119 rand 

4*5 LeRfcteSrp 
220 UardsortlV 
32 PakGrap 


201 Saw**! 
190 iBSStxer 
152 IMSO 
158 TbondfiS 
90 


00 162 

u u 

15 33 
15 30 
25 00 
00 20 
15 20 
00 7* 
■30 10 
00 14.1 


3825 20 3J "77 
2740 00 40 >4.7 3041 
IKS J0 20 2151658 
2325 -30 14 160 7501 
905 0 0 (1 


107 


386 

2*2 

A B Potto 

276-5 -U 43 

140 1063 

101 

73G 

518 

331 

Antra 

3680 -60 40 

102 

144 

IE 

372 

ISO 

Aonkft 

1915 -U 15 

100 

491 

27* 

294 

167 

Ads Ear 

1335 10 .1.7 

231 1935 

22.7 

M3) 

ffi 

446 

BU 

B7U i-10 U 

auni 

7S 

2817 

726 

ns 

■rtefaqs 

miduu 

U KB! 


2836 

172 

33 

BEftameMfea 920 00 

_ 3581 



141 

66 

GtetooaH 

775 00 05 

08 1864 



IDS 

IX 

Qftrt 

1965 OO 37 

103 3785 


f/dfl 

233 

156 

OrttGo 

(780 100 20 

159 4409 

&3 


298 

ISO 


i<mn on 47 

105 4489 



84 

44 

Eneuart 

710 M - 

- 6894 



505 

as 

HteGaft 

9975 -10 22 

£25 



140 

a 

FfetmJ 

7G5 00 55 

5.1 2135 



fin 

489 

FExtetata 

5775 -10 30 

130 5332 



819- 

910 

Getod 

7920 10 15 

149 IKS 



602 

£29 

Boom (km 

2775 00 -53 

93 2214 



223 

123 

Hi tat 

1170 .-10 45 

(3 3B52 



97 

SB 

Jacaoa 

BU SO 40 

254 £356 



£43 

405 

taxarDoctt 

4745 -15 40 

170 1698 



1122 

607 

HBExtate 

11025 35 10 

321 6535 



KI 

91 

KC 

1150 00 U 

113 47TB 


8K 

4S3 

□oMGra 

- 73)0 240 23 

289 1366 



122 

03 

Ocnxnsae 

800 00 65 

45 2705 


im 

1ft 

(DD 

PBO 

NUX1J U 

14JH42 

lU 

3574 

1718 

829 


19190 820 10 

38.1 4111 

125 

4667 

528 

274 

RfearHfts 

3010 75 

219 3771 

134 

5333 

130 

77 

fetor (Cl 

635 -05 72 

279 1411 

19 a 

7N0 

317 

its 

Sermrtr 

1375 60 40 

11.1 3771 

705 

1267 

HI 

fa 

Tlftxiunli 

'fax u u 

245 Hfe 

115 


628 

298 

IBbrtriB 

3525 50 65 

OB 5706 

22.4 

12S 

693 

305 

TnrtXuMmr 

5520 -15 _ 6900 1593 

125 

2732 

372 

193 

tatentOH 

2365 00 5.4 

85 1494 

120 

1671 

74 

a 

(MCMn 

100 X 45 . 

35 1153 

IU 

IBM 



iiUIlh 


75 


RFTAILERS. GENERAL 


304 


00 20 220 4SS2 
05 - . MOB j 505 

US _ 3579 
1(4 1744 


09 11 
CO . 


iii 

15 

£22 

335 

53 

SE5 

115 

SO 

*5 

163 

215 

aiX 

410 


35 

-13 - 
20 . 
-75 60 
■S3 39 
00 


CC 

CC 

z: 

•10 

CO 4,' 


170 3642 
_ 3346 
. 1£74 
. 3*17 

130 1196 
126 23n 

- :o5 rrs 
10 £00 109* 

- - *305 

23 265 1310 


- '^7517 In 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address 


Tel no. (inc code) 


Postcode 

[ i Data prorecucn notice please n-:k ttin bo- if you do r*:<t wish to receive 
informaiKin at-:ut picducfs end services from the First Actw Group 


BW 


PriwCai iu 


1 52toMk 

ME Cade iingk law M tk 


OTHOI FIN4NCWL 1.94* 


flno 

2600 


PrfcaOkB TO WE 6«d* 


74 

*99 

318 GowSnp 

3460 x20 10 

. 1712 

12 2 

54 

<1 Sp&i 

100 DTtafib 

S3 HSamKEtn 

475 OO 55 
1100 00 37 
645 OO 07 

- 3879 
. 5585 
5500 


11? 


174 

31 tartEkcifa 

3710 30 10 

.. 6538 


183 

141 tax) Nine 

1510x05 U 

- «£2 


*£ 

25 Hm,jfa5mCo 

325 CO _ 

_ 45B£ 

17 J 1321 

300 

70 

186 KtUSnaCos 

37 Hex] TR PaciSc 

1180 00 £J 

510 05 00 

J 1931 

233 

03 

380 taiSuao 

«J25 *00 - 

- 3013 

- 6882 

20* 

III Head to Tat 

1»0 05 07 

_ 1465 

145 4856 

ira 

1T0 H&MBSnCo 

l£05 90 39 

- 6529 

18 1 7499 

197 

113 l&S Ito. SmteCci 

1235 x00 29 

. 2132 

37 

59 

27 MVSCOAsb 

415 U £0 

. *274 

119 

218 

106 iNVSCOEng 

1103x03 17 

- 2897 


50 

£5 HVSCOto 

495 .23 _ 

- 4790 

180 4340 

33 

19 IWSCOfayo 

2*3 00 

_ 4381 


_ 

- toTfloUmt* 

1005 OO 

_ 38M 

113 6833 

19* 

134 tanas Cams 

1690 10 _ 

- *02£ 


197 

150 B! ISO 

1890 70 

. £364 


n 

rat KtoiDteJFixl 

6325 00 49 

_ *221 


18* 

1ET lOm bttw ft. 

1785 00 

_ HO* 



- klmCiEflBPc, 

- - 

- 1742 


J* AraDAr) 

lI «■ l»om 

V. 7 “ | 15 * "4 LS6 Recov IT 
" |78 106 LtovssSmCo 


133 VJcBBpdtoniTlIiB -25 -'0 
12S Wn 1370 . 06 40 


170 1E2 
29 6599 
9i 

31 6826 


INVESTMENT TRUSTS 0.030“. 


OO 13 148 713* 
00 (3 7 0 1281 

ill 1208 
2*0 1225 
67 T23I 
43 253* 
3* 2252 
170 ZM 
10 9 3887 
220 Si 72 
79 12E9 
85 1260 
116 *849 
4 7 24J7 
100 2550 
102 1324 
110 2576 
120 1331 
. £610 
(6 2674 

1741 

70 4119 
168 5166 
62 1398 
31 28*4 


210 6*00 
in 1428 
79 7814 


190 


7 9 2998 
90 5687 
- 386* 

41 1£G 
75 6457 

'll j* 

1 4 57J1 jj 
103 3271 1,3 


*40 K 

H8 atortSCo 

92 AKoEnran 
- Nxttmf 

25 A&Sbw 

x AeaE*gEai 

93 «na renter 
62 AtanHOan 
*4 flmssam 

4fdTO~g 

52& 

3*0 MQKfa 
193 Batzntfv 
144 eattapCU 
56 BtaOerCSl 
. (HAjWGHi 
106 MAsnlra 
87 Brd Em 360 
244 Brunntr 


5510 : 
149 S 
1355 
1805 

*ao 


U to) 3001470 


00 33 
C6 01 
00 50 
•-0 03 


i>)00 732 Catena 


:<20 


2310 

5310 

1755 

Uli 

1440 

GS 

ero 


7700 1 15 (0 115 7205 [a 

£255 00 57 80 T4©1 1S 

1975 10 50 9? 1494 | -g, 

9iS 00 11.1 1S1 14j; ' 13 7 

365 00 65 68 (649 


7525 00 


(2 43MST 
39) AWrtRisar 
9* &S* 

165 Soctnra 
2 * 6 DernaGp 

I7J RPBThJi 

sn on 

3?r HoxnGrs 
m Lara 

IM iscaBMi 
n9 lUittoB 
se Spmr 
5* UPf Gp 
33 '■«*». 


70 3*99 
86 USD 
123 IMS 


70S 00 11 1 
5375 x24S 42 
1010 >-05 39 
1875 OQ 5.7 I9j 3823 
*700 00 26 20.1 
3325 25 2.7 190 2133 
7510 3U U 192 Ufa 
4125 on 73 141 


196 352 16* 
13 


III 

!fl’ 

!jsi 


15*0 -as 9 3 41 1192 1-1 3 

M4J U 2J »0 T93B 107 

1JQL5 30 20 128 29» 134 

1015 09 86 85 *Ki !-1 

ii$0 00 14 83 S3 1 3)5 

«J OJ 20 _ Si 


327 Ptefes£mth51 4460 
105 ElmWp 1135 
204 CftoMjmnn 
141 CftdteKHiVB 
140 Darraw 
463 DatnTrCa 
47 Dren£BrftCI£jnlSiE53 
73 Oanni 

258 Drtotfnfaa 
177 Duafiiine 

259 DneMSmte 
in Eata 
31 ECBDragpi 
£5 ErtkaW 
66 esuacdis 
9 aaneritiwr 
77 EOiSra&e 
195 ErtUS Iraskir 
*23 ErtUS torn 
M2 towcrtOto 

Basra 

117 Eng* Ecd 
EXCSIIS 
EmLmdfta 
W ExarWCH 
115 fifly&rva 
21 Ftt* Jett 
113 ROfSfdtt 
13? fira&rito 
J3 'iatoio 

1® ftijfB 

115 ftCWoCft-lT 
486 Ftafcraan 

33 FKnAsu 
5 Han Edi m 

34 FtaiClaw: 

8 RanOaKs 

364 KmOaie* 

*02 FunCBsur 
55 fUi^tm^fta 
.. HregEWK? 
ill RareuFtof; 

277 BaaC-soSne 
205 FteniSCijj 
106 tarlSOlAC 

27 RcmlSCW 
ffl Ffanksmc 

64 ftwinjW 
165 Rennc us 
3i Rsnneao 


37 0 .05 
iaj DO 79 
i860 TO 10 
440 00 35 
27ET5 3*0 20 
6890 U5 10 
4475.19 . 

y*n 
<845 
850 10 
TD9D 06 
1780 ( 05 45 
970 x05 14 
3010 15 29 
9150 


. 2690 
7073 

- 7939 
.. 4723 
. 6755 
. 1944 

- 5390 

- 41*2 
_ 1068 
_ 1567 
. 1097 

45 30 407 1843 
DO 


335 

10675 

1215 

1195 

18*5 


172 uniSUan 

HI Unriard 
279 tuple re 
147 UCuraEogn 
97 UCunwttgn 
IM U Cun Itogae 12&S 
68 U Curia Pdc 845 


00 15 
25 14 
10 43 
05 4 5 
00 40 


3150 a 20 40 
3370 IS 24 
2005 25 00 
1050 (-10 10 
00 49 
10 28 


05 35 
6u 16 
00 88 
46 28 
1515 i-13 4 9 
1765 x19 93 
EM 20 
00 

925 00 84 
30 -10 40 
211 0 30 33 
27M OP 64 
H50 IJ 16 
340 1 03 
4290 60 5.1 
7E2 00 _ 

ii j x ac 
.T0 02 12 
*5 16 
<5 13 
55 

00 2.4 

u r 

00 IJ 
SS 05 


. 681? 

33*3 £7 
1113 ™ 
. 1747 
. 1771 
. 5350 


II Cun in Co 
337 Uactants 
IM fecryEuraft 
1307 953 feerjliejsi 
(74 41 Uoy 'JUUtrtg 

65 lUUKn 
6*9 fenfc 
43 U8GW 
148 HBrlEifttE 
30 IttlLdArfa 
13 Wry £mg Ecaj 
83 liny ErdBpnsa 
362 Urryinsmo 
3*7 UntteM 
234 Hny SafcUts 


-1*5 

1*08 

194 

|545 

150 


58 UnvIMuteakri 585 


grox-io * j 

3965 60 <7 
1390 >10 I* 
11640 2(0 43 
560 00 10 
675 00 70 
7610 70 1£ 
618 05 
1805.20 50 
440 16 ll 
335 DJ 16 
635 1 5 4 6 
*520 *20 55 
«256 65 43 
3265 > 40 2.4 


1° 


115 townsmen 
320 RmAflSraCo 
50 OUUunafSA 
25 PjCdC ASS85 


1250 

3735 

7*0 

423 


05 

00 31 
65 

05 03 
05 13 


140 

- 2*15 
. 3810 
_ 5151 

- 7*56 
. 2470 

25*2 

- 7061 
. 386? 
.. 2618 

- 2565 
. 1973 

1336 
11E 
. 128* 
1108 
14S5 
. 1345 


. 1889 
3773 
. mi 
usr 

.. 1354 
. 3640 
2636 
. 1717 
6918 
I7B7 
1170 


117 UnmnHA^B 
10* USSw&B 
10S Mfa&lxmv 
102 VteatafisaD 
34 Wriram&pd 
281 Mata 
338 tom fa 


1325 05 20 
2290 .05 - 

1170(00 52 
1245 10 12 
990 03 
9*50 15 26 
*575 100 . 


. ZM* 

- W0 
. 3000 

6716 
. 3286 

- 3W2 


LEISURE A HOTELS 


283 Alton 
20 AfedLxS 
12 Arm LA 
473 Arts nu 

288 enmdrib 


3805 60 22 
250 x05 45 
118 -03 - 
6975 00 16 
395 00 16 


144 BraortHata L«s 15*5 00 30 


14 BmfaUK 
27 Du ndene 
40 CjpUCora 
55 Qton 
58 Cuban 
115 EflK 
171 Eurcam 
67 E un oa dB 
72 EunLaan 
82 finJOnreH 
159 FtraLefcwn 
* FrtarigHBs 
1717 970 bHadAGrg 
195 B£ GnndnQre 
14 It-fec 
MS Htencj (tea 
168 HrakKkGra 
96 Jaw Haris 
360 JurnHcH 
17 mna 
IB Lattrofet 
12 LntfiSfMntog 
115 London Oobc 


15 8 5757 

6 4 6956 
116 
99 3308 
140 1708 
139 

- 2795 

7 0 5029 
7 A 6301 
19 1 
109 


00 6032 
. 5Z61 


6 2 1368 


1(0x00 - 
280 00 91 
580 HO 85 
9(0 00 M 
570 00 . 

ISO »-C5 . 

2350 -15 703 
795 > 00 . 

710 00 63 
1190 130 50 
1060 00 56 1147 7200 
1005 >00 75 16 1582 

117(0 440 15 17.7 12)6 
915 -340 S3 61 
SO . ii 122 17 

23)0 00 20 271 
297 5 ID 47 200 6500 
1150 00 SO 65 
4550 00 17 140 4448 
168 00 IdO . 7031 
22S0IU (7 17A 1942 
170 00 - 850 6151 
1540 -25 SO 113 2329 


130 UacOOfllbl HXB& 1640 > 60 34 112 


124 UflnUU 
29* Juaconm 
57 DnosKUd 
82 Rninn 


2235 

3380 

900 

1030 


OO 10 57J 6030 
30 J< 111 581* 


■30 12 
IS 70 


130 £015 
114 *960 


23 niAEaolour 

230 

■ 00 

329 

*«e 

12 Quarts M3X 

173 

00 

21 

1385 

is areenriwu 

175 

0 5 32 

67 

1806 

4 RageSaS 

8J *01 . 

£75 


IS Ran 

££33 i 

r £J 100 

138 

USE 

3 RepUfcM 

VO 

00 SJ 

U 

5890 

51 Hyan HUMS 

525 

-10 40 

89 

3587 

87 SMBfathfetes 

865 

-10 55 

rj 


103 State [W 

1075 

00 108 

75 

3£77 

SO Stem 

905 

45 60 

l£J 

1*40 

251 Stale, Lea 

£85.5 

00 10 

IU 

3526; 


134 64 Aaoitai Ari 

771 297 Ate i UL^i 
470 IS BremDCfiKi 
236 118 aUSccmfe; 

975 63 Cattara 
683 383 Cases 
3*9 179 CtansStnSy 
933 401 Ctee Bits 
612 1ST cenfSUgra 
090 £55 EKfcu UgArurt 
390 225 ajfixjBonCo 
£20 103 Fnsfe tirySSnBlSO 
*67 143 fiawcGn 
63 36 awnessft 

34 20 tarooa 

593 SO tmniCna 
620 433 Ubsigtt 
477 65 LSi Farttg 

261 155 LOMKnPto 

100 93 utaSaiSk 

1945 868 tUE&Oto 
373 233 UaiBI&F 
163 i» m 
S3 IS Pawn 
85 *2 Pnt tatei r 

*538 2195 Pereantl 
1068 6S ftnfdto 
6*8 36B tonomBm 
65 48 tarn 

J9T 228 S8U 
17B8 760 (toto Iff 


“«"|m 
- 33 212 

"•* 1824 

'^697 
I 3S 

•565 00 50 £30 2057 SS 
46*0 1(0 10 20.7 im 1 m 
3370 00 12 175 3M9 
2340 00 *7 211 
7310 4 25 30 35 1141 
6020 00 II 21 J - 1023 
3465 00 13 118 
£580 -40 32 147 383 
2475 00 116 6 0 2027 

00 4S 323 1579 
00 65 190 4039 
•10 20 SO 
00 66 90 3543 


37* D 
*80 05 l.l 
30 > 00 _ 
4550 ao 50 
15 5.1 
00129 
00 102 


*510 

1190 

1710 

1140 


114 12*1 
S0 

130 2037 
161 9059 
40 723 
_ 3880 


176 Atom 

93 HUta 
39 Ntod Capea 
173 Alto GO 

II Asta* (U 

86 AbWIM 
112 Bern 
143 Beme U) 

67 Onto 
173 Backs Uss 
65 Bortram 
ion 797 Idrii 
460 210 BUM IIQ 
168 Careened* 

XI Ouch & Co 

94 OnanCffi 
208 BMU 
138 DPS 
277 Drte teaie 
*53 DHKSGg 

*5 BecBufan 
3 EraGp 
89 rifle Ante 
200 Firs ACM 
27S FtettJiCtxn 
IM Game 
X Gtddandfc 

m au> 

96 tatejs 

118 HtorttangM ii70 
St Hs* d Fraser .510 
180 JJ8 Spans 

«7 Wegllai 
IDS Lite* 

24 lead* 

Haifa* 


77 397 
8.1 0999 
40 1026 
150 
„ 1X1 
50 1383 
7.7 4071 
10.4 1802 
24 1W7 
70 6238 
60 1703 


1000 <00 _ 

. 1050 20 153 
405 05 230 
1700 -0 5 82 
1(0 <00 - 
SO OO 109 
1110 -10 50 
ISOS 00 01 
770 -10 (I 
2145 -00 35 
010*50 08 
10210 ri(0 20 21.1 IM 
2900 x SO 33 150 6972 
772.0 05 177 
3020 -25 7.7 
1415 00 Ii 
320 1 5 20 
1850 -10 97 
3570 20 14 
7920 370 20 210 1020 
BOO 13 03 276 2568 
40 *00 _ 

890 >30 140 
2965 00 
3100 00 15 


60 2928 
79 1853 
15 4 7990 
BJ 7944 
04 8514 
14.4 


45 1213 
- 4344 
IU 2160 


00 30 210 2457 
157 3570 


13950 x 60 41 
330 110 40 
1510.10 07 
147 J 24 
475 OO 90 
30175.00 31 
8700 15 10 2*1 1384 

5275 00 11 111 1090 

4(0 00 45 ISO 3538 

380 -40 94 6.1 2679 

97(0 400 EJ 164 »T7 


100 7KB 
154 4*73 
(5 5410 
72 *5® 
17 1 5091 


2050 on leaden M 114(0 555 1.7 IU 1416 


500 Seue Trut 
B0 StagaSFrtM 
19 Ufa AG 
47 WnafeGra 


5600 00 51 
1070 00 (5 
190.00 . 

W0 -05 07 410 


110 4676 
(1 399 


PAPER C. PRINTING 


335 i 20 
X9i 2£ M 

3£ * as . 

IU0 30 15 
11(0 1 05 27 
1C3G -15 
7120 1 00 2* 
1570 3£ ill 
*5 05 
'0 
00 

02 16 
9.9 

*5 i? 
70 U 
£i . 


5820 

*13 

M 

180 

IIS 

*30 

SSLS 

?S£ 


1510 r 10 _ 
3595 (0 10 
1335 60 _ 

U90 «ao it j 
755 JB 
12* J -08 60 
705 00 
1ST 9 00 38 
33 9 *05 . 


. 5221 

5707 

1716 

3MB 

- 3405 
. 66E 
. 1IH 
. E91I 
. 151* 
. SE3 
. SBS1 
. 1077 
.. 3763 

- 3)32 
.. 2054 


. 5133 
. <953 
- 1579 
. 3E0? 
2907 
(871 
. 3080 
.. 417? 
1444 


- 6603 

- IV43 
v 24*3 
. 3901 

3904 

- 7£3 
. 2BS 
_ SD7 

- 5926 
. £839 
. 5251 

5249 
. 3405 


GOVERNMENT SECURITIES 


Beet Mca Off TO CM* 

INDEX-LINKED 


2K« IMAO 1I.UIU0I 285 ri QOQ 2<& M 

207ia mm Tr. in u 03 rajo odduo k 

Blfl OAM TxrftUTSM 0351 UB 2 B M7B 

33178 3wn TirinJoi van Donate v/> 

2MJ2 009 IirUUtN 2HJ2 OOO 10b tet 

22729 BUS Tiy in U II 227 » COO 7J» HU 

I9I.H7 ran t., w. ii n mar aao zm jug 

Ins DM Ti, 10.15 20 20931 (« 106 379 

■ ■95 M258 rijrinLSM W (S 000 110 9993 
WM MOS* Tt, in « I2S 30 lri« OOO ZOO 


PERPETUAL 


5309 

Q.ti 

ac 

9U0 
77 Q 
18467 


3(08 Can 1A ftirp 
3827 TvUtftrip 
*4» Ttrntetp 
75.47 ConJSXftirp 
5521 WjrJiXPorj 
(1.19 Coe (item 


- - - m 
53.S -022 4J0 JJ 

- - - ID 

- IMS 
*73 0J4 4J4 JOB 
W74 OO 4 7J B95 


SHORTS 


0*2) mux tuktnie _ easr 

me mix ii»u*.« »U2 ate s.w ja 

CSJ9 05* Btrt 025X99 OUS f 72 3.0 J0O 

HIM 10.96 Ti, KSS K CU7 00 400 WJ 

BO 32 MM TijRri non *UB 557 E7H 

St <5 mc2 CndHin «*> ao 527 ijgg 


MEDIUMS 


0501 HIM CenKtt 
M0O IBP Ti, OX DO 
HBJ9 tUX Tt, Bi 00 


B9 1 ? Atm J4J no 
B109 04« 499 TO 
D5 44 VSP & QS 343S. 


Lm neck 
cm: Try mar 
s»D m a 
««J» n*t Ta, ?x nr 
ora n.4i Tt, rx m 
91.19 TryMKtB 
06(0 Tty rim 
115.42 T n OS ID 

inn Tn iu% 04 

*003 Fund MX EM 
06.44 Can 95X04 
IB57 T(,b.75S09 
12xw H7J4 CnUlle 
0W8 IZ740 Ik, Qjt OS 
tun ion TiyUSB 

W77 nan Tty 7.75% os 

MX 0*91 Tiy8XM 
W.4I Tl, 75»0( 
0050 Tty IJKOr 
run TrrrtK w 
<ObJl Tq. 725X07 
QOS? TnWOO 
Ti,8109 


IOJ3 

■029 


inm 
utsa 
m m 
IM 40 
|9927 
QSO 
wit 


II9JS 
0591 
09? 
GD TT 

out 


«9* 000 1 12 3097 

eft 71 0ii >n 
XV 20 -0« <21 4901 
■M5 4VI5 481 V* 
1043 4)19 4Jf (SOT 
02 « -OJO 4«4 37H 
lOM 044 (91 Jftl 
9044 042 ia 
D4 79 027 4(1 far 
B .ffl JU* 14S wn 
Oh(7 «2X 4 el M79 
U4JS JUfc 4JM *49 
BUS 455 ms 
cajo 4J0 439 USD 
MU0 4U0 409 JOS 
II9J9 4LJ2 457 4S52 
125 99 OJ 409 BS 
D747 40 Ut M 

raaa 0* *49 22a 

0507 -OH 4 4/ J4J( 
1194 


LONGS 


IK-49 9«P TiySmte 
FC53 E2J.71 Coe 95 II 
M495 Q4JD Tqr9kQ 
BJ9.XS 91« ■ftySJXR 
0(98 1(07 Ti, 95 Q 
am H2U Tv7J»B 
H n KB C Tl, 05 E} 

EJ O 124.97 Tn A 755 17 
E297D 99.92 Ii, 65 T£ 
0(44 ra« tnt5 2l 


USB -032 ((9 Sfl 
HUO 039 454 tOM 
m3 0JS *57 5K5 
KJ9JJ 4LQ 428 JUS 
E34-71 -020 iSi 071 
00.(5 440 (01 Jill 
MJ7 -037 4.49 |9n 
S3 03 43 17 tn 573S 
I2fi 9 GO 4J2 
<S*UD -W1 445 


435 Atere ftttng 

5350 

.00 10 

73 3527 

770 API Graft 

1500 

175 4 8 

95 1607 

69 Apried tttagn 

13*5 

OO 

8*0 

93 AnaNfafll) 

1050 

10 78 

58 12(9 

£4] Beraraw 

£420 

00 BE 

6J 1106 

IX BfafaX 

1310 

00 28 

07 1695 

107 Bmrmtrt 

IX D 

35 15 

03 K86 

257 BraPrtto 

7640 

50 91 

09 SB 

197 Buvt 

240 0. 

(00 19 

14 2 1137 

V CftUM 

*20 

00 125 

** 3*43 

a CraHPk 

400 

00 117 

73 6752 

im crane* u 

1575 . 

<00 *0 

87 1946 

ir Dp la tar 

188 5 i 

■120 4 7 

96 H73 

194 DMptanPh 

2115 

00 50 

9 9 6499 

£8 Ferguson 

4£5) 

tOO 

425 1211 

14] Reman* 

I960 

75 88 

6 4 3398 

135 note 

£050 

00 25 

137 5813 

57 M cm 

565 

00 IM 

*5 

X Xri«mk 

270 

00 £68 

39 £023 

76 JamsPnnr 

905/195 U 

4 9 2389 

Ii Lbextrintaa 

113 

03 80 

4 5 3971 

IX Ln* A Sorer 

1515 

-20 113 

67 1313 

3 LomRH 

70i 

00 . 

£6 

a MVKeUnes 

7(5 

00 47 

96 2526 

*9 Urdwn 

£85 

0D 85 

55 Kli 

IX PIMEMKn 

1390 x 

-10 09 

213 3998 

101 Pirai 

1095 

■05 95 

75 7790 

18 tatadxtan 

215 x 

10 51 

6.1 6*75 

153 REXAM 

1615 

-30 100 

71 1115 


9£ REXAM 8 
128 RPC Soup 
H Sato 
9* MhMS 
287 SUMS 
16 Wan 
iBi wamgui 
164 ftodbrafteea 


950 13 
1533. OS 37 
756 10 4 3 
1045 -45 6* 
SI 5 90 40 
51 0 >105 . 

I BSD 00 03 


4*4 
120 193 
7J £9*3 
6 8 2960 
101 2306 
- 3223 
6 1 3274 


20(5 OO 19 110 £92 


PHARMACEUTICALS 



9 Carries 
203 GriaHOgs 

11177 Eten nan 

10 Hfltenfais 

78 HMM 
» feUta 
290 bJtapmryM&IGS 
ill Ox OjCKCtoini .'*55 


300 DO 
320 -10 
340 00 
3015 00 
4025 -10i 
7300 110 
95 00 

4775 DO S3 691 309 

mu 7(0 10 JU 1124 

130 1-00 UCI 

970 00 58 45 6216 

750 75 . 1500 6W0 


l(M 
5902 
. 1973 
. 6502 
.. 10*4 
. 1131 


43 (httfafa 

75 Agfa lb 
US RMtatCIRn 
31 Plane: Id 
70 5a*aMfa 
£83 SRHftam 
357 M i n k 
43 Sfafliama 
148 tapaniM 


47i -10 
865 -10 


342J 

130 

695 

<110 


. H70 1779 
. 3309 
. 268 

6649 


ISO 

292 

203 

103 

BSB 

111 

III 

274 

32S 

ISO 

391 

S3 

33 

593 

1420 

29* 

£ 

183 

128 

£80 

356 

374 


SUPPORT SERVICE 


900 00 105 40 6961 

(580 -85 30 181 1217 

1330 00 103 54 189* 

00 U - 39*1 

00 130 54 1133 

360 00 4.4 (1 2267 

mm -70 u mm 

1150 * 00 - _ 1243 

305 00 l&l 1190 
120 00 95 

4.4 6050 
03 7615 
73 


B7 rtteteilp 

39(0 **23 45 

a in 

32.0 43 140 

109 UokOk 

1205 10 50 

53 Monaoni 

580 85 65 

112 tea to Grp 

1565.00 14 

352 Man 

*810 x20 50 

*4 Mom 

440 -05 163 

115 (Mss SOB 

1525 75 (4 

153 (Mate's 

2345 95 04 

G2 fertfa 

060-05 225 

5G SnreGp 

565 i-l 5 15.1 

147 Sen 

910 IOO 123 

199 Sefagte 

H90 25 00 

3* Sps&p 

2M >00 . 

360 SrftWH 

4735 x10 55 

950 SaMjft 

11550 00 21 

132 Steftna 

1X5 1 0 02 

31 Sft 

X5 X 10 142 

92 Mfeta 

990 00 01 

» He Rack 

260 1-05 . 

a Urn 

£B5 -40 S3 

166 tarts 

2065 10 24 

206 WteftGft 

3245 00 20 


90 1257 
115 1056 

IT 5221 
50 4425 
55 1051 
- 1110 
U 1389 

52.7 1435 
- 7420 

63 1447 

121.7 3016 
£08 2434 
32 6093 
15 3320 

115 5795 


1493 593 AM 
mw 53 A£A1 


81 AWBAkpm 
39 AatflQ) 

363 Antes WS 
74 BHRes 
450 BPP 
294 ore 
175 Busnss test 
311 CfaaCO 
66 CataGrp 
2298 735 CUG 
499 265 Cowl 

350 GanxmenB 
135 Capara(S«s 
770 DeaSer 


1077 5 400 04 605 5450 

7100 450 IJ 303 

510 00 131 113 1159 

390 00 00 

4950 125 11 

770 10 12J 

4500 -70 4? 

3550 20 03 

3950 ( 00 40 

5600 200 65 86 2 5263 

1050 60 19 195 1623 

15910 -50 04 £630 4714 

J960 00 20 184 3775 

439 0 60 
1345 -10 5g 

3475 10 4.2 


- 1936 
255 1075 
46 1554 
1(0 3530 

- *217 
15 6 


2100 *0.0 lfi 235 7H0 
12900 100 06 SU 2838 
4ZJJ 00 19 HI M30 
300 x 00 .. 6 * 2953 

ms -ii 8-1 su »» 

1220 00 110 113 »9B 
87S 15 3* Sl-5 
430 -00 100 110 M13 
3800 M 10 270 6646 
1340x10 H-2 65 5913 
3K WfataRndwQ 00 00 S2 1B91 ( 

30Kaonm 560 60 W M ■ 
unfa SJJJ 225 <L7 150 ran 
87 iBPftiW 13(0 00 A7 1BJ 


712 1« 

1300 427 fterrfW 
74 

e< 

521 
131 
152 
107 

4B 




TFLCCOr.If.lUMICflTIONS CHI 


_ n niiuuutm 

4M ctek (ferine 7310 BJ U IU U1I 

865 C&WCanxte 5300 00 - 2105 

nuu - - 

13550 270 

7910 MJ » 4771 
4KS 310 BJ 520 2922 
1IU 13 - -2X6 
BMB x«10 U 7(1 2877 


iu «a 


717 

ga 1S1 CritHMM 

irn 252 EnagB 

m 

tn 
zn 


490 264 Gaflabri 
090 372 temtob 


110. 36 ABAktxrt 


5SMKXU 15 
4213 -140 45 
B50 K1Q0 40 

640 00 


_ ttat 

!10 22? 
M.7 1271 


uinr _ 

s’* J 


:-i refer 




1004 568 Afam 
54 48 AfasiB 

1568 1328 BflrtirMr 
503 445 On Vrife ft 
273 EaEmqr 
1054 747 Hfar 
775 840 lid lea Ufa 
1160 865 nampfa 
life Hi famtari 
JOS 3285 SofaSafly 
1288 B> Iton 
01 74 ItaMt 

977 719 MMto 
M5 272 VXrtftkrefe 
580 437 ttUfe 


8270 -30 59 
520 30 
14800 x00 40 
4520 *00 56 
27B5xB0 50 
74(0 -10 70 
6*50 x-25 (4 
11670x70 4 4 
1(4(0 4J 12 1(15 HU 
35450 *-250 30 130 5737 
71710 -20 4.1 *05 4(11 
750 00 . 3900 

MU 100 U2fej*nu 
38M 00 50 (9 5720 
5710 10 4.4 50.1 4018 


190 4013 
.. 4248 
9.1 5700 
(0 382 
6 7 572 
_ 40W 
90 572 
_ 4017 




3*3 

171 

95 

13* 

333 

118 

111 

405 

25 

lU 

193 

SB 

310 

157 

262 

U 

360 

187 

87 

118 

2 

133 

a 

318 

ffl 

182 

400 

406 

264 

211 

330 

1® 


215 A. de Grudy fefcdmo 00 31 117 
175 tea FtaPU; 1750 (0 38 100 
170 
34 

60 5.4 6J 
00 

00 - - 
00 04 411 
00 

00 1870 

00 02 . 
00 
00 
00 

00 37 
00 00 


36 Afinas Bail 680*08 20 
9* AMCOQxwtol &0 00 93 

225 AmSMfinn 200 

73 Mn 720 

K AakfeMTU 070 
232 ArtCeefa 3500 
8 ASericCasanRa 03 
43 Batolfeae 1120 
123 MTN Ate Qian. 17(5 
88 BantaXMbifa 910 
137 BGR 1370 

SB BmlMEafMn 975 
100 CA Carts 1250 

39 Can Dear 430 

175 Carte 3120 -50 _ 

73 QhI HLCon(1V) 970 00 43 

40 QratoWMc 405 
67 QwtaaWfa 800 




. .t'JietJ •. -i 


14 Ctofa 
101 CteOrtMrtflgi 
9 Crtw HenoHc 
110 ConwoPLC 


210 

1010 

130 


00 _ 
15 

00 - 
00 12 
00 


270 

9J 

210 

130 

143 

010 


1960 X 00 14 1(0 
125 QnpnKBdlK 2270 >00 10 210 
100 CRCGfap 1750 20 10 220 


1» 


373 

131 

105 


00 

ao 73 99 
00 00 200 
00 

(0 .. 

00 31 
00 

00 47 


163 DewSeaUB Z78 00 
195 DgtttaGafa 2250 -50 26 
145 Dago® Hafei C 1800 x-15 20 

74 fa)M 1590 10 

120 Bicnx*lfafari650 

75 Bogne 775 
100 Euro SAes Fkmc«232J 
65 Ftanel *oup 3285 

203 Rtofr* 3165 
46 GriltaTOHEm 690 
5 flaxhTHtetogs 60 
86 QaldWU 1066 

152 GO RaSesys Bp I5ii »-lS 54 
15 GeoHIMaBp 210 -10 
12 Sokl toe) Sail 205 -03 
15 6ri CU) tags 300 00 . 

H 3 Saadi & tow 1120 00 06 

100 eufaban 1630 00 41 
M2 Ham, Itxfcfriiftp 1050 00 4.1 
215 Harafla Preps* 21501 00 29 
75 KpnrasSto&D 610 00 18 
H9 taspndu 8*0*95.0 15 
£ MftatMHfa 440 00 . 

45 knerUtatafaGqi 448 00 . 
24 nagflatEnv&n 450 *0 
38 fetsiriUBp 090 -50 _ 
373 tfaGteto 0128 00 15 
30 nCMenafari 315 
■*G Stons 2050 
20Q Jerriags Braden £000 

ID* VS tare* 2388 
1J7 BagbW Lefcm 1365 


713 

98 


29 


Vj 


1(2 


103 Bon NMtagi 1490 00 60 


297 DCS Erg 
£06 Ufa* 

1350 Old Dra ma 
54 23 OMsuiBp 

1775 540 Ban 
3<3 IU HEraep 
270 GuanSriilT 
169 Have, rsi 
348 Bara 
£05 HaggRoUi 
119 tang 
1Z70 178 JBAMflgs 
3X mo toface 
31 Kiaau»Crno 
1235 565 KMfa 
534 211 Luges 

1620 431 uai Brtdge Sn 
281 103 LfriGrt 

105 8* U-flGrp 

1413 500 tan Crap 
555 320 Macro* 

33 UK 
51 HWeaAIM, 
96 Won Fuck 
55 Ukxngea 
no to 
93 line Era 
2 onta 
361 Paerty 
no Pttnxte 
IB Pianm 

£0 PSD 
716 QraMySnm 
48 QteflPQ 
71 RndEoc 
13 Africa Sec 

241 MeUfa 

150 RaaRtoGra 
158 FBI 
W5 Reals A H 
2C RPSGra 
1905 612 Saw 

83 SnoanoiB 
1069 320 Sseafloo; 


99 1970 
170 1170 
III 

£8 2657 
102 6047 
BOO 1958 
- 1673 
1*7 7869 
81 7 4511 


87 36*1 
183 7251 
100 £374 
2387 
39 0 2335 


M*8 756 Son Go 


5118 1J0 06 

2915 £5 32 

■0100 273 04 

235 00 
9450 £5 . 

£00 170 0j 

4750 15 01 

1470 po is a*; 

*<UI U 1.4 2(3 6014 

MK 5 »-l 0 60 135 6177 

1185 -10 53 

1650.00 3* 

251 5 00 54 
385.00 
11950X00 II 

5*10 55 00 63 1 1305 
1280 0 75 0 0 4 i£76 I93£ 
1*10 i1S0 14 KB S33 
1038 00 43 iu j;® 
#5 0 .-78 21 175 2£?i 
33U 00 97 100 £538 
*63 «0D . £946 1195 

1150 «-00 l| 2*0 J777 
970 30 . 7£ £597 

llfii i 15 . it* £591 

*810 MO U 290 8347 
1300 15 12 £i£ 2£95 
310 .05 6) 

*950 -20 15 
3M0 . Js 2j 
»£■ 00 4 7 
•25 4 6 
00 . 

10 

00 56 
00 54 
«« 1AJ (8 M.1 7779 

7MS 00 40 170 2B4J 
**J5 ■ 00 0 6 - 570 jjh- 
1750 IS a? ,«j, 
3760 -65 ir XBW71 
'56.5 15 0 0 4 5* 5 mi 
■530 100 4 ’ M j 

. 25 7 5635 
U JU 1814 
'092 5 200 0 J *57 7502 


J73 

5750 3750 UmrOtni) 
fi Lari 8 Ed Put* 

8 [fata tom 
203 toflcWntt 
18 Uatafl 
15 Memory Cap 
48 tetanssaeip 
110 Manor Gram 
*0 UnorafaetSp 


3760 

44500 

68 

450 


00 

00 13 190 
00 30 113 
00 . 

00 10 
00 10 
00 24 
00 _ 

00 


145 

133 

(4 


3025 x-50 21 
170 -08 _ 

y . 
sis ao 
mas ao 

81S -10 


_ 3721 
170 


_ 4091 


IV 5 
3515 i 
bib 
735 
162 5 


515 

47 
119 
960 
96 
105 
356 
M* 

48 
100 
950 
197 
175 
145 
955 

UJ 7613 143 
217 S288 1 106 
I7J Ml’ 305 
<9 |MS 
10 3 1846 
17 4 5789 
£68 
35 MTS 
11-9 5692 


3722 


74 

_ 45M 
80 


195 feme* Grow 2370 00 30 2b3 Cf 

1 MVSponsGra 00 00 .. -15® 

41 WTGnuilU 480 -50 

28 (KflDghsn Fern 303 00 _ 

,w «BfartS»fl 1740 00 04 HI 
8 Odad Etomedca 130 ao _ 

61 ftnDrawnfe 755 OO 
ISJ ftKy Mask. Grp DBS 00 
V8 FteritocPLC 1420 -10 
59 tarmascPlxma 580 00 

2 Pnsoybg 30 00 _ 

2S5 tamflrt 362S 26 61 

■0 PronaneScfacB 115 00 „ 

56 0 Gimp [Thu PLC 710 00 09 
140 Reran Energy 2100*200 . Ml 2 
58 RapUItuifa 575 00 
» Raanackvdora 975 00 
130 583 Croup 1820.08 16 HI 
137 Sana Spang 1565 .10 U 230 
4 Ena® 43 00 „ 

» SmWftxin 650 OO ^ 372* 
iffl SUtnro 1(M Js ij i75 
1 gs 00 

116 falHcto 1200 00 10 Ilf 
9* (uattnaGni 1(Ba*00 04 . 37« 

*00 TRACKER tamk4050 a-80 23 14J 
8 Han Cora 110 

*5 notritadfai eis 
19 Wsinxn Enagx 205 
« wnitoMi 5(5 


-:^T?ihe -.ii 
•'..-.rsijaieTja 

■A a; -Mart M 
- red . 

• Trents 1$ 
'"-'Savon t 
■-::d Ssins •- ; 2d 




00 

00 05 
00 

00 - 


# 


tori 


AftenlUeda 

CoaJjrii Bnmgn 

Erikautrir Prop 
CCCarapufa 
JWEIaecwi 


4(5 

1050 

1595 

1410 

1405 

SIS 

485 


00 

M 

00 

115 

OO 

10 

00 


source: Bloomberg 

WWHLhlaanrinm mmhrt 


2*911611 ZBECA 


7770 lU >0 395 1(63 

79 0 09 . 683* 

1575 0 0 

KU HI IJ 3U1HS 


1 AtaiBtiPlW 
59 AM urn 
11* Auifnp 
126 MCmHMgs 
130 BdlSnMBP 
187 Bln 
i«* Skip, 

34 faifriftQ 
204 BnrtfetfftBp 
439 Kind 
160 BrOXI 

n Bum 


15 *00 . 

715 00 U 
1240 05 31 
1325 00 *9 
1300 45 34 
3000 0D 45 
177 5 0 0 BO 
3E5 iOQ 39 Xi 23» 
2050 i-10 57 116 £9» 
<*40 U 20 210 1129 
16*0 x 10 70 11* 1790 
910 60 33 190 6853 


*7 15*7 
155 I5S 
94 

100 2553 
19.6 1586 
106 7)39 



dn b«M an to naan to- Seeker momma* 

atam u rarciurtrtQ arm om mary taraW * *” a * m , by bat yaar's earnkfa 9" 

Oowrtato&rfStaxEridNfarit 

Souico BaooteMrg G* Pnc« am Biaenfa^ Omrfa. 


THE 


Rtoaoipon. 


toeehaw . 


TEL. OteBI . mi 300 


lb accrue Heai-Time Sira« Pn«». “ „ 

far iirtH near did crxrrer* F7SP itw hrruTidf! ^ 630 • 3B1 2D0. 

a ^ *«* SunmrayFtotm 

toffi tel mo pag o ™ byiwy^ 

cy,m ^0 tafaty. wm eafl D» Help Dto « 0171^»- 


«■ 


cMjj> 


IJSki 


V 




J fjli t> IJS&J 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Tuesday 22 December 1 99S 


BUSINESS/19 




: * !i, 

y, 




Blue chips in 
short supply as 
Footsie surges 


FOOTSIE ACHIEVED its fifth 
consecutive gain, stretching to 
its highest since the end of 
July. 

Conditions were decidedly 
squeezy, with a blue chip stock 
shortage exaggerating many 
movements amid signs of 
end -of-year window-dressing. 

Fund-to-fund bed and 
breakfast deals and the pur- 
chase of 236.6 million Tbstock 
shares by CRH ballooned the 
day's volume to an unrepre- 
sentative 933.3 million. 

Many major institutions 
are deliberately sitting on the 
sidelines in the run up to the 
launch of the euro. But the 
pending arrival of the con- 
troversial currency is thought 
to have provoked some de- 
fensive buying, particularly 
from overseas. 

Footsie surged 134.6 points 
to 5,876.5. Mid cap shares 
were relatively strong, gaining 
31.7 to 4,742.9 but the poor old 
small caps could manage only 
a 6.5 gain to 2.022.5. 

Two still-speculative take- 
over situations absorbed 
much of the interest 

Wal-Marfs European am- 


Market 

Report 



DEREK 

Pain 


DELPHI IS believed to be 
near to completing two 
disposals - unloading its 
troublesome US offshoot. 
Alpine, for £17m and 
selling its 30J8 per cent 
stake in the French group 
Decan for some £28m. 
Shares of the IT 
recruitment group rose 
22.5p to 292.5p in brisk 
trading on hopes that the 
deals will leave the 
company cash-positive 
The shares have crashed 
from 827.5p earlier 
this year and topped 
the 900p mark two years 
ago. 


bitions continued to create 
excitement among possible 
targets, and the signalled 
British Aerospace merger 
^ with DaimlerChrysler and/or 
General Electric Co - or per- 
haps even a three-way tie-up 
- kept some players on their 
toes. 

Elver since Wal-Mart, the 
huge US pile-it-high retailec 
let it slip it wanted to expand 
in Europe the stock market 
has done its best to provide a 
target. 

As da, the superstores 
c hain, is its favourite but MFI, 
hard-pressed furniture 
retmka; and even J Sainsbury 
have been cited as candidates 
for Wal-Mart’s attentions. 

Asda, which said last week 
it had not bad discussions 
with the US group, gained 
6.75p to 159p, and MF1 added 
4.25p to 32p. J Sainsbury was 
lifted 5p to 469.5p. 

Most observers believe the 
loss-making MFTs stores are 
too small to attract Wal-Mart 
But Asda, which also scored 
from favourable comments 
from D re seiner Kleinwort 
•Jenson and HSBC, and Sains- 


bury are much nearer the 
Wal-Mart pattern. 

BAe rose 21.5p to 531p. It 
has been talking to the Ger- 
man DaimlerChrysler group 
for months and seemed near 
to clin ching a deal Then 
General Electric Co, up275p 
at 556p, tossed its not incon- 
siderable bat into the ring. 
Now there are suggestions 
that the longstanding 
BAe/GEC merger has again 
been wheeled out and dusted 
down, or that GEC’s defence 
operations will be injected 
into BAe. With the arrival of 
GEC the Germans are be- 
coming increasingly unhappy 
about what they see as BAe's 
dithering. 

Financials had a strong 
day. with Prudential Corpo- 
ration 4l.5p higher at 956.5p 
and Barclays 64p at l,337p. 

Reed International con- 
tinued to benefit from ru- 
mours of a Microsoft deal 
with its Dutch relations. 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share price, pence 


BRITISH 
AEROSPACE 



Elsevier and added 27J25p to 
491.25p. EMI, the showbiz 
group, and telecom groups 
such as Vodafone were 
pushed higher on talk of 
festive sales. 

Dixons, one retailer said to 
be experiencing a Christmas 
sales rush and also enjoying 
its image as an Internet play, 
rose 37p to a 792p peak as it 
celebrated its return to Bbot- 
sie. Imperial Tobacco, also on 
its return, rose lOp to 655p but 
Hanson and Gallaher, the 
other recruits, gave ground. 

British Airways climbed 
22 .5 p to 39ip, ahead of an in- 
vestment conference expect- 
ed to be given fay the chief 
executive, Robert Ayling, in 
the new year. 

Marks & Spencer fell 
2.25p to 396.75p as SG Secu- 


rities cut estimates from 
£860m to £805xn and from 
£91 Om to £885 m. Charter- 
house Tilney softened its 
Cadbury Schweppes figures 
from £6 18m to £600m and 
from £69001 to £660m. The 
shares rose lOp to l,019p 
There was, once again, a 
raft of takeover announce- 
ments on the under-card 
After the market dosed came 
the Ibstock bid CHR, the 
Irish group, said it had 50.7 per 
cent of the briefcmaker, up 0.5p 
at 57p. and would bid 70p a 
share of the rest 

Nightfreight accelerated 
6p to 25.5p on hopes of a bid 
from Jacobs, which has 
bought an as yet undisclosed 
stake, and the printer Wace at 
last collected a bid an all- 
share affair from Photobi- 
tion, which it promptly 
rejected Wace gained I0.5p to 
51p and Photobition was little 
changed at 239p. 

Jarvis Porter, the beer 
mats group, jumped 19.5p to 
98.5p on a bid approach, and 
the on-off management buy- 
out at Ushers of Trowbridge, 
the brewer, is on ag ain, push- 


UNlTED CARRIERS, the 
road transport group 
which has slid from 80p to 
9p In the past year, 
climbed 4.5p to 20p as 
Luke Johnson, the 
entrepreneurial investor, 
emerged as a 7.1 per cent 
shareholder. His main 
claim to fame is the 
creation of PizzaExpress 
as a quoted company. Mr 
Johnson is attempting to 
repeat the exercise 
through the Belgo 
restaurant chain, which 
embraces such London 
eateries as the Ivy and Le 
Caprice. 


ing the shares I3p higher at 
110.5p. 

But Dagenham Motors 
reversed I6p to 151J>p as its 
signalled bid materialised at 
only 160p a share. 

Profit warnings provided a 
chill touch to the festive cheer 
Gremlin, a computer games 
maker, slumped 34p to 91.5p; 
the clothing group Dawson 
International’s latest gloom 
shot left the shares 2J5p off at 
lOp. They were once 159p. 

Villiers. an engineer ex- 
pected to announce a signifi- 
cant acquisition, hardened 
0.5p to 9p, and MSB Inter- 
national, an IT recruitment 
group, continued to soar on its 
upbeat trading statement, 
gaining a further 44.5p to 
2493p. 

The appointment of June 
de MoQer, retiring managing 
director of Carlton Commu- 
nications, to the board of 
Lynx, a computer group, was 
enough for a 15.5p gain to 

181p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 933 -3m 
SEAQ TRADES: 56,922 
GILTS INDEX: 



COMPANY RESULTS 


Name 

Turnover (£) Pre-tax (£) EPS 

Dividend Pay day X-dW 


Investment: Disposal of most of industrial division raises expectations 

Rexam sell-off keeps Airport 


up the transformation 


REXAM TOOK another step to- 
wards concentrating on its 
packaging businesses yester- 
day when it sold most erf its in- 
dustrial division for £195m. 

The sale of its corrugated 
packaging business, to SC A, 
further consolidates what is a 
very depressed industry. How- 
ever, it also further underlines 
the transformation that is 
taking place at Rexam. 

“This disposal and the pro- 
posed acquisition of PLM define 
the new Rexam,'' said Rolf 
Bjoijesson, the group's 
Swedish-born chief executive. 

In the past year or so Rexara 
has been involved in a flurry of 
deals as Mr Bjoijesson tries to 
turn the diversified manufac- 
turer into a growing interna- 
tional packaging operation. 

He has splashed out on ac- 
quisitions, snapping up com- 
panies in Asia, Mexico. Brazil 
and the US before finally mak- 
ing a £3 60m bid for PLM, the 
Swedish company he used to 
run. at the end of November. 

There have also been plenty 
of disposals, and there will be 
more. Rexam is in talks to sell 
the remainder of its industrial 
packaging division, and other 
divisions, including its printing 
business and a s ubsidiar y mak- 
ing window frames, have been 
listed as non-core. Rexam has 
also returned £2 60m to its 


By peter thal Larsen 

shareholders by buying back or- 
dinary and preference shares. 

The whirlwind of activity 
has yet to have the desired ef- 
fect on its share price. At yes- 
terday's close of I6l.5p, down 
3p, the shares stand at half the 
level they were in June. 

Analysts were reasonably 
upbeat about the latest sale. 
“The price looks very reason- 
able given the outlook for the 
UK corrugated sector." said 
David Newiands, an analyst at 
WestLB Panmure. 

The disposal has also raised 
expectations that what remains 
of Rexam's industrial divirion 
- its bulk packaging business- 
es - will also fetch a decent 
price. That would take the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the indus- 
trial division dose to £250m. 

Nevertheless, a handful of 
analysts remain scep tical They 
point out that economic up- 
heaval in Asia has hit demand 
for coated films and papers, 
Rexam's largest division, while 
some of the non-core operations 
have suffered from the down- 
turn in the UK 

There is also some concern 
over Mr Bjoijessort's strategy. 
Analysts argue that the price on 
offer for the business is high, 
pointing out that Rexam's 
claim that the business will 
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cover its cost of capital in three 
to four years' time is hardly en- 
couraging. 

Mr Bjoijesson dismisses the 
criticism. “It is a very good 
business and the cash flow is 
strong from day one." he says. 
He adds that worries about the 
group's debt load - interest 
cover is expected to fall to five 
times next year - are unneces- 
sary now that Rexam is no 
longer so exposed to the ups and 


downs of the economic cyde. 

The real question is how 
much of the gloom is reflected 
in the share price. According to 
WestLB Panmure, the core 
businesses are being under- 
valued by the market but this 
will change as the peripheral 
units are sold. The broker reck- 
ons the shares are worth up to 
300p, and argues that a bidder 
may well emerge if the valua- 
tion anomaly is not corrected. 


Wal-Mart bid for MFI ‘unlikely’ 


SHARES IN MFI, the struggling 
down-market furniture chain 
jumped 5.25p to 33p yesterday 
on media reports of a bid from 
Wal-Mart the US hypermarket 
chain, before easing back to 
dose at 32p. as analysts dis- 
missed the reports as inher- 
ently unlikely. 

MFI's 120 stores average 
around 15,000-20,000 square feet; 
which is “way too small forWal- 
Mart unless the US store is plan- 
ning a radical change in its 
formatin order to enter the UK" 
one leading retail analyst said. 

Securing planning permis- 
sion for a change of use from 
big-ticket furniture warehouses 
to the mix of food and general 


BY Clifford German 

goods favoured by Wal-Mart 
would be even more of an ob- 
stacle. Planning permission for 
a change of use would have to 
be negotiated piecemeal with 
individual p lanning authorities 
and would be both difficult and 
time-consuming 

It would also run contrary to 
current government thinking ; 
which looks unfavourably on 
any further expansion of out-of- 
town supermarkets. 

Analysts accept that MFI 
no longer offers an attractive 
range, and little improvement 
is expected without a change of 
management or a radical 


change in the format and the 
goods on offer Although the up- 
market Schreiber range is good 
enough to trade on its own. the 
cheaper ranges of furniture 
have been outclassed by com- 
petitors such as IKEA. 

Howden Joinery, which op- 
erates as a builder’s merchant, 
is profitable but small while 
Hygena, the manufacturing arm 
erf MFI, is currently paying rent 
well in excess of the value of its 
sites and could be easily and 
cheaply duplicated elsewhere. 

Last October the manage- 
ment reported a 23 per cent 
drop in profits to £57.lm in the 
year to the end of ApriL It 
promised the new range of 


Home Delivery centres would 
deliver 1,500 job cuts and cost 
savings of £25m in a foil year, 
but analysts expect profits in 
the current year to fall to as low 
as £12m-£20m with earnings at 
I.2p to 2p a share, before stag- 
ing a partial recovery to around 
£30m-£45m in 1999-2000. 

The shares have fallen 
steadily from a peak of 209p in 
1996 and I40p earlier this year. 
At the current price the com- 
pany has a market capitalisa- 
tion of £l90m, valuing the 
shares at less than eight times 
forward earnings. The com- 
pany is highly geared and high- 
risk but some analysts think it 
could now be a speculative buy. 


boost 
for Peel 
Holdings 

By Clifford German 

record NUMBERS of passen- 
gers using Liverpool Airport 
and the first flows of rental in- 
come from its flagship asset the 
Trafford Centre retail develop- 
ment which opened on 10 Sep- 
tember helped Peel Holdings 
the Manchester-based proper- 
ty group to increase profits by 
7.5 per cent to £6 .25m in the six 
months to the end of September 
in spite of a Elm jump in net in- 
terest charges to £16. 8m. 

Rental income from other 
properly developments offset a 
drop in profits from the group's 
operations at Ellesmere Port 
which have been badly affect- 
ed by a slump in traffic for the 
fuel distribution depot now 
owned by Shell and for the 
glass and building industries 
along the Manchester Ship 
Canal. 

The figures were much in 
line with forecasts but the 
shares, which have fallen more 
than 30 per cent from the mid- 
summer peak, edged up only 
l-5p to 496.5p yesterday. 

Analysts were disappointed 
at a relatively high figure for 
empty properties in sites where 
refurbishment and redevelop- 
ment projects are under way. 

The chairman, John Whit- 
taker, warned that “relatively 
benign” conditions in the first 
half could be followed by a 
marked slowdown in the UK 
economy, while there are now 
dear signs that occupiers, par- 
ticularly in the retail sector, are 
becoming more cautious about 
entering Into new commit- 
ments. 

But a new general and busi- 
ness aviation facility a * Liver- 
pool Airport is due to open 
next spring, new flights to 
Barcelona, Belfast Geneva and 
Malaga will start in the first half 
of next year and analysts expect 
a rising rental income from 
the Trafford Centre to flow 
through strongly in the second 
half, lifting full-year profits ex- 
cluding investment sales to 
Ell.lm, with earnings of 95p a 
share, rising to £I8.lm and 
earnings of I5.8p in 1999-2000 as 
rent-free periods come to an 
end. 


AMP chief’s high hopes for Branson 
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WITH CHRISTMAS coming up, 
it is heartwarming to hear that 
George Trumbull does not 
forget distant friends. 

The chief executive of the Oz 
insurer AMP was in buoyant 
mood yesterday after winning 
the battle for NPL The pur- 
chase of the UK life assurer 
prompted the outspoken Amer- 
ican to reminisce about his re- 
cent conquests on UK soil. 
First the fond manager Hen- 
derson, then Pearl Assurance 
and, last but not least, a chunky 
stake in Richard Branson's 
Virgin Direct 

Mr Turnbull’s tribute to the 
ballooning entrepreneur; cur- 
rently cruising over some for- 
eign land, convinced those 
present that their relationship 
went weQ beyond business. 

“Hopefully, he won’t go down 
in his balloon tomorrow,” he 
said movingly. 

TALKING OF tributes, good show 

of awareness fay the Bank of 
England Governor Eddie 
George at the unveiling of a 
memorial to Mic hael von 
denun, the former CSFB chair- 


People and Business 

BY JOHN WILLCOCK 


man. In the middle of his speech, 
the boss ofThreadneedle Street 
invited the late investment 
banker's daughter Stephanie to 
join him on the podium. But for 
all his staring at the besuited 
crowd, Mr George was unable to 
locate Ms von Clemm. 

After several minutes of gov- 
ematorial squinting and em- 
barrassed shuffling of feet, the 
mystery was solved. Ms von 
Clemm was finally found to the 
most unexpected place: on the 
podium, right next to the Gov- 
ernor, where she had been 
throughout Mr George's words. 

Andrew Brown, chief executive 
of fond manager of Gartmore, 
please take note. I can exclu- 
sively reveal that Gartmore is 
at risk of going under. The 
water that is. Gartmore is of 
course the 60-foot yacht com- 
peting in the gruelling “Around 
Alone" race - 27,000 miles of 


round-the-world solo sailing. 

I gather that Josh Hall the 
skipper (and crew) of the fond 
manager-sponsored vessel has 
had some serious problems. One 
of my spies tells me that while 
completing the notoriously diffi- 
cult Cape Tbwn-AucHand leg, Mr 
Hall was buffeted by gigantic 
waves and was at risk of falling 
into the freezing ocean. 

Pushed by enormous forces, 
at risk of plunging; it sounds like 
Mr Hall’s job is an outdoor ver- 
sion of a fond manager's chores. 
Only I am sure the sailor has 
fewer sharks to contend with. 

SUFFERING FROM office party 
hangover? Hold the paraceta- 
mol for Sir Robert Clarke’s 
Thames Water tells me that 
they have the perfect antidote. 

And what would this perfect 
anti-booze tipple be? Why, 
water of course In Thames' un- 
biased opinion, tap water is 



George Trumbull: Not 
forgetting distant friends 

“the healthy, convenient and 
value-for-money remedy” to 
\tiletide indulgence. 

There is more. After years of 
market research and scientif- 
ic testing, Thames can come up 
with the ultimate Christmas 
present A tip on how to make 
water taste “its very best". 
Brace yourself, here it comes: 
“Chill it" 

KBAUD AZIZ, a communica- 
tion consultant has produced 


a handy guide on “how to avoid 
the Christmas party bore". The 
trick is to spot the various 
types of guest and steer clear 
of the ones who could talk for 
hours about the design of the 
17.34 to Paddington. 

My selection, to be continued 
during the week, starts with the 
Rabbit In The Headlights. See 
if you know one: “A very ner- 
vous individual, whose anxiety 
is often given away by a limp 
and sweaty handshake. This 
person is finding the whole ex- 
perience painful and would 
clearly rather be elsewhere. 
Deal with the Rabbit fay intro- 
ducing them to a third party". 

SIR MARTIN LAING, the boss 
of builder John Laing has been 
named chairman elect at NHE 
the care home operator. He will 
take up the post in March next 
year, when the current chair- 
man Artur Bergbaum retires. 

Sir Martin is also chairman 
of the British Overseas TVade 
Board president of the Con- 
struction Federation and chair- 
man of the Construction 
Industry Employers Council 
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2610 


0.5950 
1.6168 
1 1 .772 
34.525 
1.5500 
63650 
1.1742 
5.0838 
5.6110 
1.6728 
280.68 
7.7445 
1.4911 
1656,7 
116.08 
3.8005 
9.7600 
1.8854 
0.5204 
7.6749 
171.53 
3.7510 
1.6485 
5.9048 
142.36 
8.0353 
1.36H 
1.0000 


0.5954 

I. 6172 

II. 769 
34.459 
1.5493 
6.3567 
1.1766 
5.0740 
5.5993 
1.6693 
282.18 
7.7438 
1.4941 
1653.0 
115.55 
3.8835 

1.8814 

1.9224 

7.6974 

171.17 

3.7573 

1.6430 

5.9648 

142.07 

8.0202 

1.3561 


0.5965 

I. 6175 

II. 766 
34.359 
1.5490 
6.3485 
1.1802 
5.0606 
5.5831 
1.6645 
284.83 
7.7513 
1 .4983 
1648.3 
114.67 
4.0105 

1.8761 

I. 9232 
7.7304 
170.75 
3.7690 

J. 6360 
6.0781 
141.71 
8.0000 
1.3487 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Sterling 

1.6306 
2.0278 
13913 
50.313 
5.7399 
3933 0 
357.70 
71.482 
12773.7 
0.5066 
147.91 


Dollar Country 


1.0000 

1.2065 

8.2779 

29.935 

3.4151 

2340.0 
212.83 
42.530 
7600-0 
0.301* 

88.000 


Oman 

Pakistan 

PhlMpiritt 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

South Kona 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turkey 

UAE 


Sterling 

0.6470 

87.668 

65.M1 

5.8330 

6.1171 

36129.4 

2005.1 

54.189 

60.759 

522562 

6.1726 


D-Mark 

Spot 

0.3557 

0.9666 

7.0372 

20.640 

0.9266 

3.8051 

0.8137 

3.0393 

33544 

1.0000 

167.80 

4.6298 

0.8914 

990.41 

69.392 

2.2720 

5.8347 

1.1271 

0.3111 

4.5882 

10234 

23424 

03855 

3.5300 

85.105 

4.8036 

03137 

0.5970 


Dollar 

0.3850 

52.160 

38.900 

3.4705 

3.6395 

21496.0 

1193.00 
32.241 
36-150 
310910 
3.6725 


INTEREST RATES 


UK 

Germany 


US 


Japan 


Base 6.25% 

Discount 

2.50% 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

0.50% 

France 

Lombard 

4.50% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Belgium 


Intervention 3.00% 

Canada 


Fed Funds 

4.88% 

Discount 

2.75% 

Italy 

Prime 

6.75% 

Spain 


Central 

3.00%. 

Discount 3.50% 

Discount 

5-25% 

10-d Repo 

3.00% 

Switzerland 


Denmark 


Sweden 


Discount 

1.00% 

SpAdvance 3.00% 

Discount 

3.50% 

Repo (Awe) 

3.40% 

Lombard 

2.75% 











BOND YIELDS 1 

Country 3mh 

thg 


thg 

2yr thg 

Syr dig 

10 yr 

thg 

Australia 4.61 

0.01 

4. 48 

0.00 

4.47 0.00 

4.53 0.00 

4.81 

0.00 

Belgium 3.25 

0.00 

3.15 

0.00 

3.11 -0.01 

3.47 006 

4.07 

0.03 

Canada 4.70 

0.02 

4.79 

0.05 

4.70 0.08 

4.73 0.06 

4.88 

0.05 

ECU 3.33 

-0.02 

3.19 

0.00 

3.23 0.05 

3.53 0.10 

3.94 

0.05 

France 0.00 

0.00 

3.04 

0.00 

3.13 0.02 

3.41 0.04 

3.93 

0.04 

Germany 3.30 

0.00 

3.18 

-0.01 

320 0.05 

3.32 0.01 

3.B7 

0.03 

Italy 2.82 

0.01 

3.10 

0.01 

3.16 0.01 

3.29-0.01 

3.91 

0.00 

Japan 0.34 

0.01 

0.38 

0.04 

0.57 0.06 

1.02 0.12 

1.66 

0.19 

N-LandS 3.31 

0.00 

3.20 

-0.01 

3.19 0.00 

3.44 0.03 

3.95 

0.04 

Spain 2.75 

-0.08 

2.90 

0.00 

3.09 0.02 

3.32 -0.01 

4.07 

0.03 

Sweden 3.61 

0.00 

3.49 

0.00 

3.54 0.01 

3.75 0.01 

4.19 

0.0 1 

S’iand 1.55 

0.03 

1.62 

0.06 

1 48 0.04 

1.82 0.04 

2.36 

0.14 

UK 5.75 

0.00 

5.75 

0.01 

5.06 0.03 

4.60 0.04 

4.47 

0.04 

US 4.44 


4.32 


4.53 

4.45 

4.65 

... 


MONEY MARKET RATES . 1 


Overnight 

1 neeek 

1 month 

3 months 6 months 

lyear 1 


BU Offer 

BU Ofltr 

BU ORer 

BU Offer BU 

Offer BU Offer 

Treasury BJUs 




6.03 5.92 

5.85 5.75 



LIBOR 








Domestic Depos 

5.88 6.13 

5.88 6.00 

6.38 6.63 

641 ... 

5.06 

5.75 

Eurosterting Deps 

6.13 6.25 

5.88 6 00 

6.44 6 50 

628 6.34 6 00 6.06 5.665.72 

Eligible Bank Bias 




62)7 5.93 

5.96 5.82 5.70 



Sterling CDs 




6.48 6.40 

628 6.20 5.93 5 83 5.625^2 

EurodoSar CDs 




5.53 

5.16 5.00 



ECU Deposits 




3.41 3.53 

3,19 3.31 2.813.25 


lwiww.bloombcrg.com/uk 

Source: Bloomberg) 


fl LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES g 







Open 

Contract 


Settlement High 

Low 

volume 

Interest 

Long Gilt 

Dec-98 

118.31 

118.51 

118.47 

89.00 

421.00 

5 ft @t 

Dec-98 

109.41 




319.00 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

115.87 





Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

113.69 

114.19 

1 13.62 

5532.00 

iSOBO.mi 

Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

132.47 

132.65 

132.33 

241 4. «l 


3 Mtfl Sterling 

Dec-98 

93 63 






Jun-99 

94.65 

94.69 

94.63 

1 3354.00 170550 00 

3 Mth Eufomark 

Jan-99 

9681 

96.82 

96.82 

470 00 

19147.00 


Feb- 99 

96.86 




325.00 

3 Mdi Eurolira 

Mar-99 

96.09 

96.91 

96.39 

4035.00 250778 00 1 


iurv-99 

96.S7 

97.00 

96.96 

1862.00 

73995.00 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.34 





3 MU) Eumsuriss 

Mar-99 

98.35 

98.49 

98 34 

1 5985 00 

70747.00 


Apr-99 

98.28 

98 41 

98.23 

2767.00 

32671.00 

3 Mth Euro 

Jan-99 

96.01 






Feb-99 

96.86 





FTSE 100 

Dec-98 

5742.00 

5755.00 

5662.00 

8484 00 

33815.00 


LIFFE FTSE 

100 INDEX OPTION 


Settlement Moe 5876.50 






D« 



Jan 

Feb 

Mur 


Series Can bnpVbl Put Imp Vo! 

Call Put 

Call 

Hit Cal 

Put 

5800 192 ... 

3 

13 

429 53 

546 

147 620 239 

5850 142 ... 

1 

3 

386 62 

503 

161 58 

350 | 

5900 92 ... 

4 

10 

347 73 

472 

173 542 

261 

5950 42 ... 

39 

18 

309 87 

434 

187 510 278 | 

■ ENERGY AT 5:30PM | 

i Brent CrudefS/barreOGas oSIS/tonnel WT1 Cmde<S/banel) Produas(S/tonne) j 

ipe Last* Qtg vol ire 


Uoi NYM 

Las" dig 

Spar CffNWEur 

Feb 988-0.1117496 -J*i 

93 50- 

8078 Jan 

1080 -OK 

Gasoline 95 

111 00 

Mar 10.10-0.14 37?9 Feb 

96.00-T.75 

27*4 Feb 

71 10 -01: 

Naprima 

1)1 00 

Apr 10.30-0 17 iiu Mar 

98 50-1 50 

915 Mar 

M 43 -0.14 

Gasoil 

93.50 




Apr 

1 f 71 -0 11 

Fuel OH (3 51*156 50 | 

1 GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at j- 

;0Pjy1 II 

BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC %CHGYTD j 

Index 1970 

>100 

729 03 

-1 60 

-1.37 

215.26 

-40 06 

Agricultural 1970 

= 100 

182.43 

-1.24 

■0.68 

231 J3 

-21.10 

Energy IM3 

= 100 

42.28 

-0.92 

-2 13 

85.86 

-50-76 

Ind Metals 1977 

= 100 

127.72 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-24 33 

Liuestocli 137Q 

= 100 

131.09 

-2.36 

-1.77 

191.03 

■31.30 

Free Metals 1973 

-100 

380 45 

-061 

-0.16 

463 54 

■ 17.93 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/tonne) 

Cash 

Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

IMEsctte 

Chgu 

Aluminium HG 

1231 

1232 

-0.50 

1245 

1246 


610575 

5150 

Aluminium Alley 

1033 

1038 

-2.00 

1066 

1067 

-3 

94660 

-100 

Cop per A 

1440.5 

1441.5 

-8 00 

1471 

1472 

-7 

562300 

4150 

Lead 

487 

4BB 

-3.00 

470 

471 


110125 

-25 

Nickel 

3810 

3820 

-25 DO 

3880 

3885 

-35 

64086 

486 

Tm 

5155 

5165 

-10 00 

5160 

5170 

-5 

7700 

-55 

Zinc 

943.5 

944.5 

4.50 

964 

965 

5 

320150 

-1200 


pm flx/S per oz 


Day's Vear't 
eng chg 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm fW£ per oz . Coins (SI 

Day * 

Year s the efifl 


Year's 


9.43 


Platinum 347.00-2.00 -8 00 Platinum 206.25 -0.85 -6.00 krug'rands 292.04 
Palladium 306.00-4.00125.00 Palladium 101.90 -2.10 73.70 Sovs 72.55 

Siluer 4.95 0.01 -1.14 Sihrer 2.94 0.00 -0 75 Nobles 386 05 
Gold 2B9.65-l.95 0.75 Maple Leaf 295.15 -7.08 


AGRICULTURAL AT 5:3DPM 


Cocoa 

LIHFE L tonne 
DecS 8 864.00 
Mar99 904.00 
May99 924.00 
Vol: 0 

White Sugar* 
LIFTS $i«nrr 
Mar99 234.50 

May99 235.00 
Aug99 234.50 
Vol: 0 


Coffee 
UFFE S/tmne 
Jan99 1820.00 
Mar99T 760.00 
May991715.00 
VW: 0 

Freight 
UFFESIlWfcpi 
necSS 835.00 
Jan99 819.00 
Rb99 839.00 

VOt 0 


Barley 

LTFFE £/tonne 
Jan99 76.50 
Mar99 78.50 
May99 79.65 
VW: 0 

Wheat 
UFFE Vumte 
Jan99 76.90 
Mart9 78.15 
May99 80.05 
Vol: 0 


Potatoes 
UFFE E'trxine 
Mar99 243.00 
Apr99 317.00 
May99 327,00 
Vofc 0 

Com* 

CBOT Centi'b’Sht 
Dec98 209.00 
Mar99 218.25 
May99 226.00 
Vol: 0 


Lge Potatoes 
AW 5-2511 kg 
Apr99 544.50 
May99 549.25 
Jun99 556.00 
Vol: 0 

Soya Beans" 
CBOT S/SkteMs 
Jan99 83.00 
Mar99 42.60 
May99 86.00 
Ifol: 0 


OTHER SPOTS AT 5.S0t*M 


Feb Line Cattle (CM£) S/40k lb 58J5 
Feb FWt Betas (OWE) MOfc 10 40.45 
Jan Orange Juice |CTNJ Sv'ISK lb 10360 
Dec MU [CSq S/50K fc 

Mar Oats (CBTJ S/5I» bsh 108 50 
Mar Ftor (WCE| 5.70 m 


Mar White Maize (5AF) 5/100 mt 64400 
Jan Rubber (TCM) >,• 5k hg 73.40 
Mar Con on (CTN] S/SOk b 67.85 
Jan Crude Mm (W£)$,25tn 2130.00 
Jan Soya Oil (CBT) S/60k!b 2233 

Jan Woollen *ra pCM) S^QOkg 1 165.00 


+ 








w 

fin 

Is 

G n 

W 

Gtt 


AS 




U* 

An 

•n 

An 

tola 


Cm 

Euc 

En 

FTS 

Gsai 

Qoi 

Grw 


Jffi 

■to 

Lan 

Man 

tta 

P*3 
Pact 
IKE 
IKE 
IKE 
UK l 
UK'. 
UK L 
USE 
USE 
IB a 


m 

Ans 


Bata 

Bnn 

6k 

BTO" 

fflso 

DKr 

CBsn 


Ett 

6m 

Einp 

last 

Etta 

fafc 

Gene 

lierc 


aw 

Ml 

>*V* 

Hgnt 


ton 

MBdC 

ug» 
ufrfr 
Mott 
Uo* 
ton 
RM 
Pa* 
UKQ 
UK Gr 
UK a 
IA tt 
IKh 
IAS) 


Amen 
Asian 
Ass* 
Cants 
Ort» 
EKJ 
6n* 
Eumn 
Loai 
Gam 
at' 
GWmI 
aua 
Ftp It 


Japan 
Ml A 


NaBUP 

uaflua 

US Em 

nwtti 


totoi 

Endvi 
Etta ki 


n«Pi 

Sntthr 


Emendn 

tonal 

FartastE 

Prod kn 
FronMi 
6xU0 

GBhu 

Gtome 

W«I| 


MAT 

UnterE 

Maw k 

Paofflc 

Piawny 

UKEmer 


UK 1 


'told Pc 
ft Amov 
Pi Lap* 
PiEupn' 
PiEwai 
Pi tank 
Ik Glow 
PrSWW 
ft wp n 
PtMQMn 
PiWita' 
ftWtiAir 

ftftnis 

ft ftslAF 
ft Spada 
PrSmcb 
ft TnttK 
ft raw 
ft UK EKi 
ft UK ESu 


MkartE 

tontt 

SmaoeiC- 
UK Guns; 


AmftAtx 
Amy Me 


Mflfienncl 

kwamsu 

raswflw 


GMttbt 
Income 
incoma Ac 


ItCE 

CoaWMPe 

ftHWnPn 


ton) Bam 

Bto ic afl P 

EqutnGioi 

f^iViSji 

UKEanyt 

uutaasn* 


Bantam 

Amu Snua 

Amencw 

Bond 

Sum Smi 
Bnnsn £mi 
6«W\ Wl 
BntflJSO 
Caen 

Ourwcti 

EnwpLne 

Eacoe 
burn Small 
income 
nmoKmi 

Wbusutoi 

Japan 

ton SmaC 

Lam Amsnc 

uamoc] 

Psctfc 

UKSruu»i 


todays Ft 


11 Brads 


■ Ft® 
KMum« 7 k 
CMi 

Casrflcc 

hcome 

mcnmeBuU 


£00 

temijn 

Genoa 

ftooaiv 

Inow 


Efantfatoa 

K JMlQdD 

U Surtnmt 
CM 
uaMAcs 
F 1 £E 16.1 
SnoOfi Cig i 
toiftrGwfc 


Gnnrttftm 

Aacrtca 
Jm>ne*>Gn> 
Japan Act 
Japan Inc 
vvrtao* 


Barclays on 
ikon toenma 1 


AijUiMPiAm 
Ltouced iym 



ftm&FBH 

fw wan Guy 
&*WmG»ir 
fartMtamCro 
FatwG*iw 




SPORT 


The word wars that made 1998 



the INDEPENDENT 
December 1998 


Winning the World Cup is the 
most beautiful thing to have 
happened to France since the 
Revolution. Emmanuel Petit 
of Arsenal and France. 

Keep the planet dean: recy- 
cle footballers. Message on 
the 100 Per Cent Official 
Anti-Football web site on 
the Internet 


We're not much into football, 
but we support Scotland now. 
Mustafa Aolad, of the Eye 
of the Tiger restaurant 
Bournemouth, after Scot- 
tish Cans ordered £600 
worth of curry and lager 
and an £800 flight to trans- 
port it to Bordeaux. 

I'm out of the squad. Dad. 
Caned the holiday to France. 
Paul Gascoigne to bis fa- 
ther after learning that he 
bad not made England’s 
World Cup squad. 

If we are going to die, then 
we will die standing. We will 
fight to the last Iran coach 
Jalal Talebi before their 
Wbrld Cup game against 
the United States. 


You only sing when you’re 
whaling. Scottish fens to 
their Norwegian counter- 
parts. 

An infantile Colombian cof- 
fee-picker wearing a dunce’s 
hat and holding a Fife’s cer- 
tificate. Danish newspaper 
on John Jairo Toro alter he 
sent off three players in the 
match against South Africa. 
I am not an expert on soccer 
but I think the Brazilians are 
always hard to beat Bill 
Clinton keeps his eye on the 
balL 


These press conferences are 
a waste of time. The best 
thing i can do is get in, show 
my fece and £- off The then 
under-pressure Blackburn 
manager, Roy Hodgson. 

If they want to go and get 
someone better for this job, 
then let them. Hodgson. Two 
days later he was sacked. 
You have to speculate to ac- 
cumulate. Steve CotteriU, 
Cheltenham manager; on 
the sponsoring of 41-year- 
old Clive Walker fay a firm 
of undertakers. 

Obviously he has Alzheimer’s 
disease or something. I wifi 
never have dinn er with hfan 
again. Martin O’Neil], 
Leicester manager; feeling 
let down by his chairman 
over a verbal agreement 
during the Leeds United 

managerial vacancy saga. 

Thank goodness transfers 
have no thing to do with me. 
Terry Venables after it was 
revealed that £400,000 had 
vanished following the sign- 
ing of Ffen Zhiyi. 

Our problem is not keeping 
the players out of nightclubs, 
it is getting them out of the 
banks. Paul Phifiipp, Lux- 
embourg coach, on his 
team, made up mostly of 
bank clerks and insurance 
salesmen. 


Fm not hiding under a rock. I 
want to look people in the eye. 
Graham Kefly, after resign- 
ing as FA chief executive fol- 
lowing the cash-for-FIfe- 
votes scandal 


At this rate I will be defend- 
ing myself in the Old Bailey 
soon. Fm not prepared to sit 
back and let people call me a 
cheat and treat me like a 
criminal Croatia’s Slaven 
Bilk on the flak he faced 
after getting Laurent Blanc 
sent off in the semi-final 


At no stage did Wiseman ac- 
cept that what he had done 
was wrong. He never said 
sorry and maintained that he 
had behaved correctly 
throughout FA official on the 
meeting at which Graham 
Kefly resigned as chief exec- 
utive and Keith Wiseman re- 
fused to as chairman. 


We were under Yugoslavia for 
45 years and we couldn’t say 
we were Croats. Now we can. 
Igor Stimac, of Croatia and 
Derby. 

If we both win, I think the 
whole of Croatia will be drunk 
for the rest of the yean Croat- 
ian tennis player Goran 
Ivanisevic, before the Wim- 
bledon final and Croatia's 
World Cup semi-final 
If I felt I needed to apologise 
to anyone I would have done 
that by now. Glenn Hoddle, 
England football coach, de- 
fends his World Cup diary 
Fm not interested. What can 
a job like that do for me? You 
would have to be a masochist 
ArsCne Wenger, Arsenal 
manager, on the prospect of 
coaching England. 
Sometimes now, when I 
watch continental games on 
television, Fm a bit bored. I 
start to ask ‘where is the in- 
tensity?' Wenger: 

I don't believe in retirement 
It is against the law in Ameri- 
ca to force people to retire. I 
still have plenty of damage to 
do. Alex Ferguson, Man- 
chester United manager. 


The Pope put the ball in the 
penalty area. Now we just 
need Pele to tap it in. Eduar- 
do Suplicy, Brazilian Sen- 
ate, asks for Pete's help in 
ending the American em- 
bargo of Cuba. 

He should only send in his 
letter requesting his rein- 
statement as an amateur 
with his death certificate. Se- 
nior PGA official on golfer 
Derek Lawrenson, who ac- 
cepted a Lamborghini as a 
prize for a hole-in-one. 
Please don’t torture me any 
longer, sir. I made a mistake 
... Fm not going to kill 
anybody. I'm not a mass mur- 
derer. Mike Tyson’s success- 
fid argument to the Nevada 
State Athletic Commission 
to reinstate his boxing 
licence. 

I have no self-esteem but the 
biggest ego in the world. 
Tyson. 

Mike’s not an that bad. If you 
dig deep . . dig real deep, dig, 
(fig, dig dig. Dig deep, go all 
the way to China _. Tm sure 
you'll find there is a nice guy 
in there. George Foreman 
on Tyson. 

It makes me feel like weep- 
ing; he’s a guy I like so much. 



DRINK AND DRUGS 


‘All the English need 
are beer and toilets’ 


Yes I was drunk, I got drunk 
quite quickly — Fd not had a 
drink in nine days- Paul Gas- 
coigne on the night before 
he was dropped from Eng- 
land’s Wbrld Cup squad. 

If his behaviour continues as 
it is the boy’s life will 
progress in one of three 
ways. He will end up in the 
gutter in prison, or he will 
die. If he doesn’t change I am 
certain he mil never cele- 
brate his 40th birthday. Steve 
Jacobs, the addiction coun- 
sellor who treated Tony 
Adams, on Gascoigne. 

In Englan d, some players 
booze a lot Those who have 
been out on the town and 
smell of booze the next morn- 
ing are the ones I set out 
after I chase them during 
training and won’t leave them 
alone. I'm a pest from the 
first minute to the last I can’t 
stand those players who per- 
form below standard because 
they choose to lead a wfld life. 
Dennis Bergkamp, of Arse- 
nal and the Netherlands. 

If you are dealing with the 
English all you need is beer 
and good toilets. Toulouse 
bar owner during the World 
Cup. 

Two people have died today - 
an alcoholic [the actor Kevin 
Lloyd] and an ex-footballer 
[Justin Fash an ul. When you 
put it into that kind of per- 


spective it is only a football 
game. Ibny Adams, the day 
Arsenal had secured the 
Premiership title. 

I know it is not good for football 
but I think this team will drink 

all week. It is a wonderful feel- 
ing. Stepbane Adam, Hearts 
striker; after his side's Scot- 
tish Cup final win over 
Rangers. 

Fm beating demons every 
day but there has always 
been an angel on my shoul- 
der looking after me. John 
Daly, golfer, after a year on 
the wagon. 

We were treated like animals , : 
likp criminals. Dutch cyclist - ■ 
Jeroen Blipevens on his ■ 
hotel being raided by police 
searching for drugs during 
the Tour de France. 

I am not being hypocritical 
but it is obvious no one can 
race day after day on min eral 
water and salad- Nicholas 
Chaine, communications di- 
rector of Tour de France 


,-rks for 


Cbri 



f 



nd 


sponsors. 

Fina [swimmings world gov- 
erning body] is a coward ... 
They are flickering, fluttering 
badge-wearers with no au- 
thority. They test for five when 
they know there are 25 sub- 
stances. The [drug] guidelines 
are worthless. Mark Spitz on 
the Chinese growth hormone 
affair at the world swimming £- 
championships. 
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WOMEN IN THE WARS 


BCi 


‘She went down at the 
end of the quickstep’ 


tttl 




Fm finding it difficult to find a 
girlfriend in Barnsley The local 
girts are far ugBer than tbe ones 
back in Belgrade. Our women 
are much prettier Macedonian 
striker Georg! Hristov 
If women want to put on 
make-up or dance around 
their handbags, they should 
be able to. But they should be 
free to box too. Jane Couch, 
woman boxer. 


*1 rang my dad two minutes after and he really gave me a boost fay saying, "1 knew you’d miss 
turns away after having his penalty saved by Carlos Roa in the shoot-out against Argentina 


” * David Batty 

AP 


Roy Francis, referee, on the 
battering Chris Enbank 
took from Carl Thompson. 
Cheltenham is unique. The 
only limitation on the amount 
of money you can take is the 
speed at which you can shove 
it into your satchel David 
Roden, bookie. 

I picked up my artificial arm 
and threatened it Mathew 
Butson, New Zealand skier, 
on the wild monkey one of 
200 in the Nagano area, that 
leapt into his hotel room 
from the balcony during tbe 


winter Paralympics. 

We will observe the law that 
says spectators cannot touch 
the sexual organs of the 
artist Owner of club in 
which Finnish ski-jumper 
Matti Nykanen planned to 
perform as a stripper. 

It's the greatest English sell- 
out since Anzac Day. I think 
the English will have their 
own fatal landings in Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand over 
the next few weeks. Dick Mc- 
Gruther, Australian Rugby 
Union chairman, on the 


nnder-strength England 
squad that performed dis- 
astrously on the tour of the 
southern hemisphere. 

The very fabric of the great 
game is being damaged Jag- 
moban Dalmiya, Interna- 
tiona) Cricket Council 
president, on the match-fix- 
ing scandal. 

Remember it is only a sport 
that we are talking about It 
is not as if someone has de- 
clared war on us. Tony 
Banks. Sports Minister, on 
England’s defeat in the 


third Test against Australia. 
It’s always been the same 
here: if you lose they give you 
funny looks all the time. They 
love winners in Australia, 
whether it’s their own team 
or someone else’s. Graham 
Gooch, England cricket 
manager, after tbe third- 
Test defeat 

If you don’t pick some new 
batters I promise you this will 
happen again in 2001. Ian 
Chappell former Australian 
captain. 


There’s not much chance of 
me being a page three girl 
maybe a page eight I can’t be 
a pin-up cause I’ve got no tits. 
Condi, after her victory in 
Britain’s first women’s pro- 
fessional boxing match. 

To say she is a world champi- 
on is an insult to boxing. 
Couch is a freak show ... She 
is of such a poor standard, 
she couldn't live in the ring 
with the worst amateur I 
could lay my hands on. It’s a 
disgrace. Frank Maloney, 
promoter, on Couch’s victo- 
ry over Simona Lukic. 

A lot of attitudes have 
changed but you still get tbe 
obvious knockers. Julia Lee, 
Britain's leading female 


rugby league referee, on 
how spectators react to her. 
Life as we know it is now .. r 

over MCC member.after - . i. 
the vote to admit to women. ; 
We are not misogynists. We 
love women dearly. But we 
want to go in as a bunch of 
lads to enjoy cricket, watch 
cricket, jaw about cricket 
over a few dr inks - just as 
lads. Robert Lawrence, 

MCC member. 

Winning a Grand Slam is 
easy for girls. Marcelo Rios, 
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tennis player. y 


My soccer boots and an in- ‘ 
fla table doll because a month 
without a woman can be diffi- 
cult Belgium defender Eric 
Deflandre on what he was 
t aki n g with him to the 
World Cup. 

She told me after the foxtrot 
that she did not feel very well 
She survived the tango but 
went down at the end of the 
quickstep. Alan Shingler on 
bis wife Donna, who suf- 
fered concussion after col- 
liding with an opponent at 
the British Professional 
Dance Championships. 1 
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FEUDS AND FURY 


VILE BODIES 


‘If I had a sword I’d cut off his head’ 


diothey really say that? 


He came into the garage like 
an animal saying I tried to 
kill him. David Coulthard 
after a shunt with Michael 
Schumacher at tbe Belgian 
Grand Prix. 


Coulthard Killer. I talian ban- 
ner at the next race, in 
Monza. 


My only regret is that he’s 
not still a fighter because if 
he was I would have battered 
him. Naseem Hamed on 
Barry McGuigan, who had 
written about Hamed’s 
troubled relationship with 
his trainer, Brendan Ingle. 
Geoffrey Boycott Shut up. 
Everybody's talking I cant 
understand. 


scuffle by the tunnel and I 
saw Wbifie catch a pig with a 
left hook, and the City Cat 
steamed in. David Singleton, 
Bristol City fen. on a fight 
between City and Wolves 
mascots at Ashton Gate. 

It was all Wbifie’s fault He is 
a known trouble-maker: 
Sponsors’ spokesman. 


Translator But Tm translat- 


ing 

Boycott: Not very well. 
Geoffrey Boycott, in court 
on assault charges. 

This dub is not to be sold like 
some second-hand Jag by 
Martin Edwards and his co- 
horts. Andy Walsh, of the 
Manchester United Inde- 
pendent Supporters’ Asso- 
ciation. on the proposed 
takeover by Sky. 

Everyone was cheering, 
thinking it was The Wolf and 
Three Little Piggies story. 
But then it went wrong when 
one of the pigs whacked 
Wolfie. There was another 



You get one bad egg and it up- 
sets the apple cart Wimble- 
don manager Joe Krnnear 
on the Van Hoojjdonk affair 
They should just cancel the 
whole season and let every- 
one go out and get a real job. 
Then I bet they’d come to an 
agreement real quick. Chica- 
go Bull Dennis Rodman on 
basketball’s NBA lock-out 


‘Exhausted? I had to go ‘Be strong when the fish are down’ 
off with a heart attack’ — 


sterrnan' 
-i vr,. '" corres 


= fte ,*m 


I ended up shaking John Gre- 
gory’s hand when I left, and 
he gave me a big hug. Then I 
read in the papers the next 
day that if he'd had a gun he 
would have shot me, and I 
was stunned. Dwight Yorke. 
after leaving Aston Villa for 
Manchester United. 


‘Obnoxious, the Goon 
from Troon, golf’s Gael- 
force windbag”: ‘Sports 
Illustrated’ on Colin 
Montgomerie 


As for as I am concerned, he 
is history U he thinks we 
are going to offer him an olive 
branch he knows where he 
can stick it Dave Bassett, 
Nottin gham Fbrest manag- 
er, on his striking striker. 
Pierre van Hooijdonk. 


You could write on the back of 
a postage stamp with a blow 
lamp what the police know 
about racing. Barry Dennis. 
Ungfield bookmaker 
He broke my heart. If I had a 
sword I would cut off his 
head. Mac O’Grady, golf 
coach, on Seve Ballesteros, 
his former charge. 

The worst thing was when 
people phoned up my girl- 
friend, who is six months 
pregnant, and asked her 
‘What’s it like living with a lu- 
natic?' John Hartson. of 
West Ham, after his train- 
ing-ground attack on team- 
mate Eyal Berkovic. 


In Cameroon, healers say 
they will be able to cure me 
in three days by burying my 
leg in the ground and putting 
fire around it They have also 
recommended massage with 
gorilla bones while invoking 
the spirit of ancestors. Phys- 
iotherapy would include 
going on a hedgehog hunt 
MarcVivien Foe, of 
Cameroon, on treatment for 
his broken leg. 

Tm a Catholic lad and if 2 
want help I'll goto see the 
local priest not a faith healer 
Robbie Fowler on the inclu- 
sion of Eileen Drewery in 
Glenn Hoddle’s World Cup 
preparations. 

Maybe it has to do with El 
Nino or something Michael 
Chang on a run of injuries. 
They have treatment three 
times a day once in the 
morning, once at lunchtime 
and again at 4pm, which gets 
them out of here just in time 
for rush hour on the M25. It’s 
amazing how quickly they're 
all improving. George Gra- 
ham, Spurs manager: 

Fzn still struggling a bit after 
my neck operation ... 1 could 


have done without the 
Scouser who came up to me 
before the game and slapped 
me on the back and said ‘nice 
to see you*. Fulham manager 
Kevin Keegan on his return 
to Liverpool in the Wor- 
thington Cup. 

I felt like I had smoked about 
10 joints. Adam Hollioake on 
being dehydrated as Eng- 
land went out of the Wills 
International Cup in Dhaka. 
Exhausted? I had to go off 
with a heart attack. 38-year- 
old Dave Watson, of Ever- 
ton, on marking Arsenal’s 
Nicolas Anelka. 

It took me six weeks to get 
over a snapped Achilles but 
at Ronnie’s age it could take 
six years. Stan Ternent, 
Burnley manager, after his 
35-year-old midfielder. Ron- 
nie Jepson. ruptured his 
Achilles tendon. 

It’s about time people 
stopped moaning about him 
and realised that thisis one 
incredibly brave bugger. 
Lawrie Brown, Michael 
Atherton’s physiotherapist 
at Lancashire, on tbe play- 
er’s ankylosing spondylitis. 


White people no longer be- 
lieve they can protect what is 
important to them. They are 
spineless. There is no mar- 
row left in their bones. Louis 
Luyt after resigning as 
president of tbe South 
African Rugby Fbotbal! 
Union. 


Everyone in the team would 
agree that we are absolutely 
as good as them. David 
Lloyd, England cricket 
coach, alter the 2 42 -run 
Test defeat to West Indies. 


tures. In this business it’s like 
wfld animals in a cage. It’s 
every man for himself 
Marcelo Rios on ATP Tour 
officials. 

I’d have got a lot more caps if 
Jock Stein had picked me. In 
a way it was a blessing that 
he died because I was never 
going to get a game while he 


COMPILED BY CHRIS MAUME AND DOMINIC WOOD 


That was racist behaviour 
picking me out because I was 
an Italian. It was an atrocious 
injustice. I pushed the ref in 
his stomach, and he took 
three or four backwards 
steps before felling over, like 
a player diving to win a penal- 
ty. He should have given him- 
self a yellow card. Paolo Di 
Canto of Sheffield Wednes- 
day, after pushing over ref- 
eree Paul Alcock following 
the Italian’s dismissal 
I’ve managed a few nutters in 
my tune but Paolo takes the 
biscuit Ron Atkinson, Di 
Canio’s former Wednesday 
manager. 

They drill us as if we were in 
the army. If somebody breaks 
his racket in anger, then a 
p unish ment machine is set in 
motion. That way, people are 
reduced to bloodless crea- 



"Tj”** are no bungs in 
football, only presents.’ 
Eric Hall, agent 


was manager. Frank 
McAvennie. former Scot- 
land footballer. 

I went to the ball and said. 
Ball would you like to fly to 
England?’ It said. ‘No. 1 so it 
stayed on the shelf. Karl 
Kainer, referee nr the 
Bushy Babes' Iasi ^ in 
Belgrade, refuses to give 


the match ball to United. 

Tb those who say it’s a step 
back, I say bollocks. Ian 
Wnght on being picked for 
England at 34. 

Nelson Mandela was as dis- 
appointed as I was. Ruud 
Gullit, then Chelsea manage 
er, on calling off a meeting 
with the South African 
president. 

At the start of the season you’re 
strong, but you must be as 
strong in March, when the fish 
are down. Gianluca^ Viaffi, G 11 I- 
lit’s successor. 

I m still learning the style over 
"ere, especially howto ktepeo- 
ple. Gustavo Di Leila. Argen- 
tinian midfielder on trial with 
Hartlepool 

Liverpool, brilliant, pleased. 
Hamilton Ricard, of Mid- 
dlesbrough. on accepting a 
Man oF the Match award 
against Tottenham. 

That bronze medal is worth 
its weight in gold. Paul Dick- 
enson, BBC commentator; 
on Britain’s Olympic suc- 
cess in the four-man boh. 
Don’t come back to Sunder- 
fend or we’ll cut your throat 
sunderland feus to Clive 
Mendonea, whose hat-tridr/ 

for Charlton led to his 

home-town club’s play-off 
defeat 
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Decline of the All Blacks likely to be temporary 




■ 


THE MOST interesting develop- 
ment of the last year has been the 
*vj decline of New Zealand's strength, 
“ relative to Australia and South 
Africa. Why, they have lost almost 
as many games on the trot as Bath. 
So Ear the authorities have stayed 
loyal to their affable and intelligent 
coach, John Hart - who is very dif- 
ferent from the grizzled mons ter s 
that have been presented to us in 
the past 

I have never agreed with the 
modern view, in rugby football and 
cricket alike, that coaches or man- 
agers (or whatever they are called) 
are invariably to blame when t hings 
go wrong - that they have what 
lawyers call “absolute liability”. By 
the same reasoning, 1 do not think 
they should always be praised as su- 
permen when things go right 



Alan 

Watkins 


But there is little doubt that 
Hart bears some of the responsi- 
bility for his country's uncertain per- 
formance of late. At outside-half he 
has the reverse of Clive Wood- 
ward’s perennial English problem. 
While TOxxiward is struggling to find 


one player who can fill the position. 
Hart his two performers of world 
class in Andrew Mehrtens and Car- 
los Spencer. 

Oddly enough, this luxury of 
choice seems to have affected the 
form of both players. Mehrtens’ 
goal-kicking has gone awry. When 
he has been dropped to mike way 
for Spencer the kicking at goal has 
been even more fragile. Christian 
Cullen may be the best attacking 
full-back in the world - challeng ed 
on recent evidence by Matt Burke, 
though not by Percy Montgomery 
But Cullen is even less reliable as 
a goal- kicker than Spencer. 

What Hart dearly has to do is 
mafcp up his mind about the outside- 
half position and whether he is 
going to accommodate the dis- 
carded player at second five-eighths 


or at centre. He should then find a 
completely new and reliable kicker 
at goal. 

It has been evident since his re- 
turn from his medical trouble that 
Jonah Lomu is not the player he 
was. Whether his kidneys are bet- 
ter or not- one hopes they are - his 
heart does not seem to be in it. He 
appears to be going through the mo- 
tions. He resembles a young fast 
bowler who possesses great pace 
and menace but whose back sud- 
denly lets him down. He has an op- 
eration; it is successful; he returns; 
but somehow it is not the same The 
confidence has gone. 

At the same time, players, in 
England at any rate, who were 
alarmed by Lomu's sheer size dur- 
ing the last World Cup have become 
used to dealing with big backs. Any- 


one who has had to tackle, say, 
Va'aiga Tuigamala week in and 
week out, or Scott Gibbs for that 
matter; is not going to be intimi- 
dated by Lomu, even though he is 
built differently from Ttzigamala or 
Gibbs. 

The big back is a development 
that, has come to rugby union from 
rugby league. There is another de- 
velopment, arrived by the same 
route, which also renders players 
such as Lomu less dangerous than 
they were four years ago. This is the 
two or even three-player tackle, 
which is not pretty and smacks of 
buQying, but is nevertheless both 
legal and effective. 

And then there is the New 
Zealand pack. Few expected either 
the forwards or the whole side to 
miss Sean Fitzpatrick quite as 


much as they evidently have. Taine 
Randall, who was pushed into the 
captaincy too young and with too lit- 
tle experience, is clearly not an ad- 
equate substitute. He may also be 
at some (fifficuhy in holding his place 
at No 6, come the Wbrid Cup. 

There is the further question of 
body mass. New Zealand, to their 
credit, have never gone for sheer 
bulk. If a slightly more accom- 
plished forward is up for selection 
against another who happens to be 
a stone heavier; it is the better 
rather than the heavier player who 
wins the vote; whereas in many 
other rugby countries the selectors’ 
vote would go the other way. 

The New Zealand selection pol- 
icy has, until very recently, been 
completely vindicated. They have 
gone in for fit, hard, raw-boned for- 


wards. As one Lions forward who 
has played against them, said to me; 
“They’re very difficult to play 
against because they're all knees 
and knuckles and elbows, sharp 
edges everywhere.” 

The current first choice New 
Zealand pack weighs less than 
that not only of South Africa, Aus- 
tralia, England and France, but of 
Wales as well. The major difference 
these days is that heavy packs 
are, with all the t rainin g that goes 
with professionalism, as fit and fast 
as the traditional New Zealand 
eight 

But the decline of New Zealand 
is, I am sure, only temporary. Pro- 
vided they can sort out their goal- 
kicking difficulties, they may well 
turn out to be the best bet for the 
World Cup. 


Books for Christmas: The nature of rugby genius and the genealogy of a te nni s institution provide the festive focus 
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FIRST A warning. The most vivid, 
enjoyable page-turner of a rugby 
book issued this year - or, to be 
S&solutety accurate, reissued this 
year - is so completely wholesome 
that it stands out from its rivals like 
a clean-cut chorister in an alley full 
of gangsta-rappers. There is no sex, 
no drugs - not even the merest trace 
ofcveatme- and the closest thing we 
get to rock 'n' roll is the odd blast of 
song from a few Welsh Baptists. 

What Rugby: Body and Son! 
(Mainstream, £9.9 9) does give us is 
a unique insider’s account of the na- 
tore of sporting genius. More than 
that it tea glorious, if somewhat wist- 
ftSfcltymn to the union game as a uzii- 
i tjfjag social and cultural force. Its 
author, Bill Samuel, grew up in the 
"• Swansea Valley village of Craig- 
cefn-parc, mined coal at the Clydach 
Merthyr Coiliezy, turned out for 
rugby dubs from Vardre to Cardiff 
via St Luke’s College and Llanelli, 

. _. and, some eight years after taking 

a teaching post in Bantardawe, took 
under his wing a gifted young nobody 
by the name of Gareth Edwards. 

The rest, as they say, is history 
Andwhat a history it is. Samuel an 
^3pigly modest witness as well 
as an incisive and entertaining one, 
tells his tale without fuss or artifice 
~ as he places the great scrum-half- 

- to-be in the ungtamorous but rich- 
■ -'i ly supportive context of his West 

Walian surroundings. If you can 
srnefl the sweat and the liniment you 

- can also revel in the soft damp earth 
"... of a wonderful rugby nation at the 

height erf its magnificence. Deeply 
touching and, in places, genuinely 
funny. 

' Edwards plays a part in the sec- 
‘“’i. ond of this season’s outpourings of 
red-shirted Welshness. You might 
/j^wfay a good Ulsterman like 
"Peter Jackson, rugby correspon- 
dent of the Daily MaiL, should spend 
his free time recording the memo- 
ries of the Lions of Wales (Main- 
stream, £14.99), but he has lived in 
Cardiff for more years than anyone 
cares to remember and besides, any 
account of the lions of Ireland’ 
would have sent his already leg- 
endary phone bill into orbit 

Jackson’s choice of interviewees 
is inspired: all the Olympian heroes 
- Gareth, Barry JPR, Merv the 
Swerve - have a chapter to them- 
selves, as do the natural comics. 
Bobby Windsor's contribution is 
chokingly, rip-roaringfy hilarious - 


a 


raaas” 


merairoame thermometer is a clas- 
sic - while Deime Thomas, that 
great man of stradey, leaves an 
equally deep impression of rugger- 


by Chris Hewett 

bugger bonhomie. Add to this the au- 
thor’s eye for a story, whether it be 
the truth behind Barry John's 
premature retirement or Mervyn 
Davies' neaolatai brain haemor- 
rhage, and you have a fine read on 
your hands. 

Which is more than can be said 
for B01 McLaren's Dream Lions 
(Collins Willow. £16.99), a depress- 
ingly unilluminating thumbnail 
sketch of the leading British Isles 
performers of the last 25 years or so. 
Apart from the odd error of fact and 
carelessly miscaptioned photo- 
graph, there is at least one selecto- 
rs] misjudgement: the absence of 
Ben Clarke, by common consent the 
outstanding performer in the 1993 
series in New Zealand, as one of the 
four finest blind-side flankers of the 
most recent Lions era. Worse still 
the writing lacks both humour and 
anecdotal colour. 

Thankfully that disappointment is 
counterbalanced by Peter Bills’ 
chirpy labour of love. Passion In 
Exile: 100 Years of London Irish 
RFC (Mainstream, £20). Mindyou. if 
you can’t crack a a joke or three with 
this subject matter; you should con- 
sider a stint on the EastEnders 
script-writing team. Consider Ibmzny 
Joy a stalwart Exiles prop from the 
1960s: “I remember Dick Spring [the 
full-back who would later rise to 
Deputy Thoiseach of the DaiQ com- 
ing over, we shovelled concrete to- 
gether on a building site in 
Hammersmith. He did it for a couple 
of days, then wait off to New Yxk. He 
was a very nice fellow Hie liked ins pint 
and his parties. But Td have to be hon- 
est and tell yen he wasn't mud) 
bloody good at shovelling concrete ” 

Of course, today’s pampered pro- 
fessionals are not required to shov- 
el anything other than pound coins. 
They can still talk, though, and they 
do so in numbers to Donald McRae, 
whose Winter Colours (Main- 
stream, £16.99) is this year’s most ob- 
vious attempt to give rugby 
reportage a literary gloss. McRae, 
himself South African, takes his 
Springbok upbringing as the launch- 
pad for a meandering ramble 
through big-time union. It has its 
lows and its longueurs, but few of its 
387 pages miss the mark entirety. In- 
deed, McRae's opening salvo, an 
emotional examination of his own 
apartheid-scarred sporting back- 
ground. is easily the most involving 
piece of rugby writing of the last 12 
months. If the rest of the book fails 
to maintain this early momentum, 
the failure is wholly understandable. 



Gareth Edwards helps Wales to a 9-6 victory over England in his 50th international appearance in February 1978 


Allsport 


Dream that made the Davis Cup 


ALTHOUGH THE first Davis Cup 
match was played in 1900, the cen- 
tenary erf the event has been brought 
forward a yean possibly to avoid 
clashing with other celebrations, 
such as those marking the 21st cen- 
tury and the nuBennium. 

Starting in Australia next month, 
Dwight Davis's imposing trophy - 
the silver punchbowl with accom- 
panying silver tray atop two huge 
wooden plinths (a third is in the mak- 
ing) with 30 engraved silver plaques 
- is going on a grand tour to honour 
the 100th anniversary of the moment 
in 1899 when Davis, a Harvard Stu- 
dent from a rich family; was inspired 
to propose the event 

The trophy is due to appear at 
Birmingham’s National Indoor 
Arena in April for the match between 
Britain and the United States in the 
first round of the Worid Group. The 
original Davis Cup match was be- 
tween the United States and the 
British Isles in Boston in August 1900. 

Davis’s idea for an international 
team event fix- tennis occurred after 
he read newspaper coverage of the 
sailing of the America’s Cup races. 
Davis and a group of fellow tennis 
players had just returned to the East 
Coast of the United States after a 


by John Roberts 

tour of the West Coast “This trip re- 
sulted in great benefit to to the in- 
terests of lawn tennis in the west,” 
Davis recounted, “and the idea 
came to me that an international 
competition would be of the great- 
est possible benefit to the game 
throughout the whole of the United 
States and abroad.” 

World-wide interest in the Davis 
Cup has continued to grow. Last 
year, 131 nations participated. But 
the United States Ttermis Association 
is having a hard time persuading its 
top players, Pete Sampras and 
Andre Agassi to take part 

The anomaly is addressed by 
John McEnroe, who. it may be re- 
membered, gave the best and worst 
of himself to America’s cause, in a 
foreword to the International Ten- 
nis Federation's centenary book. 
The Davis Cup (by Richard Evans, 
Ebury Press, £14.99). 

“Davis Cup has brought countries 
together through sporting contact 
often in the face of political opposi- 
tion," McEnroe writes. “And, in the 
early years, it gave them the incen- 
tive to make those long journeys 
which are so commonplace and 


easy for us now... The Davis Cup of- 
fered me more immediate pleasure 
than almost anything else I accom- 
plished in my career My parents had 
brought me up to believe that it was 
an honour to be asked to play for and 
represent your country, and that is 
why I find it so strange - and so dis- 
heartening - that some of my com- 
patriots seem to find it a burdea" 

McEnroe made his Davis Cup sin- 
gles debut in the last match between 
Die United States and Britain, the 
1978 final at the Mission Hills Coun- 
try Club at Rancho Mirage, in the 
California desert The turbulent 
left-hander contributed straight sets 
wins against John Lloyd (6-L 6-2, 6-2) 
and Buster Mottram (6-2, 6-2, 6 - 1 ) as 
the Americans won, 4-1. ‘Tve never 
been made to look an idiot on court 
before, "Lloyd said “Not by Borg, not 
by Connors, not by anyone until I 
played McEnroe today.” 

Also a brilliant and dedicated 
doubles player usually partnered by 
Peter Fleming. McEnroe thrived 
on the special atmosphere of team 
play. And he was involved in the two 
longest singles matches in Davis 
Cup history, defeating Sweden's 
Mats Wflander in six hours and 22 
minutes in St Louis in 1982 and los- 


ing to Boris Becker after six hours 
and 21 minutes in Hartford in 1987. 
“That, for all his behavioural short- 
comings. spoke volumes for his 
commitment to the cause.” Evans 
writes. The Davis Cup, in which 
Evans acknowledges the diligent re- 
search of other authors, past and 
present, does old Dwight proud 

A biography of the founder of the 
competition, Dwight Davis - the 
Man and the Cup, by Nancy 
Kriplen, is due to be published by 
Ebury Press in March. 

Given the retrospective mood I 
take the liberty of recommending an 
American study of the game pub- 
lished in 1995. Sporting Gentle- 
men - Men’s Tennis from the Age 
of Honor to the Cult of the Super- 
star (by E Digby Baltzell Simon 
and Schuster, available from 
Sportspages, £20) is a revealing 
social histoiy befitting its author; 
emeritus professor of history and 
sociology at the University of 
Pennstvania. “This book is the prod- 
uct of over half a century of playing 
and loving tennis and a decade spent 
in writing and research,” Baltzell 
says. “As Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 
mice put it A page of histoiy is worth 
a volume of logic.’” Hie prologue sets 


the tone- “I began this book in 1984, 
the year Jimmy Connors and John 
McEnroe disgraced themselves and 
their country by their crude and rude 
behaviour in the course of losing to 
Sweden in the Davis Cup...” 

The Ultimate Encyclopedia of 
Tennis - The Definitive Guide to 
Wbrid Tennis (by John Parsons. 
Carlton, £19.99) is not as modest as 
the title suggests. A labour of love, 
the book presents a broad perspec- 
tive on the sport's great personali- 
ties and locations. Parsons pops up 
again with the text for The Official 
Wimbledon Annual 1998 (Hazleton 
Publishing £20), illustrated by the AU- 
sport photographic team of Gary M 
Woe Mike Hewitt and Alex Lh-esey. 

Fbr the past eight years, Alan Lit- 
tle. the AU England Club's hon- 
orary librarian, has produced what 
is regarded as the Wisden of Wim- 
bledon. The 1998 Wimbledon Com- 
pendium (Hie All England Club, £8) 
is essential for anyone interested 
every aspect of the championships 
since they began in 1877. 

The ITF Wbrid of Tennis (edit- 
ed by John Barrett, Collins Willow. 
£12)celebrated its 30th edition this 
year. Good value, as ever. 

John Roberts 


Sixth new signing joins Halifax 


FOR HALIFAX, hitting one out of two 
Wigan targets is not bad. One of the 
Super League's busiest chibsdur- 
ing the dose season had their sights 
on Darryl Cardiss and Terry O’Con- 
nor from last season's Champions. 

Yesterday they completed the 
signing of Cardiss, 20, who can play 
almost anywhere In the backs. The 
former Great Britain Academy in- 
ternational has played full-back, 
wing and half-hack for Wigan, with- 
out commanding a permanent first 
teaigudace. He becomes the sixth 
si gning for a dub which re- 
fuses to rest on the laurels of last 
season’s top three finish. 


rugby league 


BY DAVE HADFIELP 

But Halifax’ hopes of adding 
O'Connor to their pack have been 
laid to rest by the Great Britain prop 
agreeing a contract extension at 
Central Park. O’Connor still has 
two years to run on his current con- 
tract, but was regarded as available 
for a move for most of last season. 

His late surge of form won him 
back his place at both dub and Ibst 
level. The extra year added to his 
current deal will keep him there until 
he is 29 and will intensity the com- 


petition for front-row places next 
season, when Brett Goldspink from 
St Helens will expand an already 
healthy range of options. 

Wien’s coach, John Maine, is in 
Australia considering how best to fill 
their one vacant overseas spot, with 
Melbourne’s Brett Kimmoriey one 
name mentioned in dispatches. 

The former Great Britain hook- 
er; Lee Jackson, has won the first 
round of his contest with Terry 
Newton for that role at Leeds. New- 
ton finished the Test series against 
New Zealand as his country’s hook- 
ec but the Leeds coach, Graham 
Murray, has signalled his intentions 


for 1999 by awarding the squad 
number 9 to Jackson, who has re- 
turned to Britain after a stint with 
Newcastle Knights in Australia. 

Newton is inevitably concerned 
about his future and has been linked 
with a possible move to Wigan, his 
home-town dub. Murray has reas- 
sured him that he still plays an im- 
portant part in his plans, although 
that could be as a utility forward and 
tactical substitute. The first test of 
whether the two players can be 
kept happy will be the Boxing Day 
friendly against Halifax, who may in- 
dude Cardiss among their new re- 
cruits for the match at Headingley. 


Nicol in the wars again 


RATH'S WORST fears were confirmed 
last night when their former captain 
Andy Nicol was ruled out for tiie next 
six weeks while he recovers after 
da m ag ing the me d ial li ga m e nts to his 
left knee, an injury suffered in the 
weekend’s Allied Dunbar Premier- 
ship defeat against Saracens. 

Nicol now joins a lengthening list 
of Bath crocks as they enter a cru- 
cial run of away matches. The reign- 
ing European champions were 
afreaity without long-term casualties 
Jon Preston and Phil de Glanville, as 
well as the captain, Ri chard Webster 

and hooker Mark Regan who will 
both be out for a further two weeks. 


RUGBY UNION 


BY DAVID LLEWELLYN 

But Nicol was still a relieved 
man last night after leaving hospi- 
tal following an extensive examina- 
tion. “The good news is that it is just 
the medial li gaments that have been 
damaged and nothing else in the 
joint,” said Nicol. “I should be back 
by the middle of February.” 

Lesser men would have thrown 
in the bloodied towel a long time ago, 
but the Bath scrum-half has nothing 
but nickel-plated indifference to in- 
jury and pain. 


The damage to the left knee is just 
one more blow in the Scotland 
scrum-half’s sporting career. In- 
deed, with his medical history he has 
become something of an expert in 
rehabilitation. In the last five years 
Nicol has had his right knee rebuilt 
damaged the medial ligaments in his 
left knee, suffered three awkward 
ha m string tears and dislocated an 
elbow. However; he has insisted: 
“The thought of giving up never en- 
tered my head.” 

■ The Irish Rugby Rxrtball Union 
has confirmed it will not be involved 
in the British and Irish League pro- 
posed for next season. 
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Australia parade their talent 



Tourists 

make 

Test 

history 


ZIMBABWE WON their first away se- 
ries after the third and final Test in 
Rusaiabad against Pakistan was 
abandoned as a draw yesterday 
without a ban bowled throughout the 

five days due to fog. 

The Iqbal Stadium remained en- 
veloped in thick fog for the fifth day 
running when, the umpires, Salim 
Bader and his New Zealand col- 
league Doug Cowie, called off play 
The touring side secured the senes 
on the basis of a seven-widffit victory 
in the first Test at Peshawar The 
weather-hit second Test at Lahore 
also ended in a draw. 

Hit by allegations of match-fixing 
and betting against some leading 
players, the season will go down as 
imp of the most dismal for the home 
side, who eazher lost a series to Aus- 
tralia for the first time in 39 years. 
The problems were compounded 
when the captain, Aamir Sohail, 
stayed away from the last two Test 
matches against Zim babwe amid 
charges of lack of support from his A' 
colleagues. 

The pace bowler Hemy Olonga, 
who finished with nine wickets in the 
truncated series, was named Zim- 
babwe’s best player while the mid- 
dle-order batsman YbusafYbuhanna. 
with 209 runs including an unbeat- 
en century, won Pakistan’s award. 

Pakistan's new captain, Moin 
Khan, was sad that weather robbed 
his side from getting back into the 
Test series. “Wfe were first denied an 
opportunity in Lahore and now the 
complete wipe-out here was the final 
straw," he said. ‘Tt has been a huge 
disappointment for the whole team." 
Zimbabwe's captain, Alistair 
SffTOSSgj Campbell, was delighted that Zim- 
babwe had won their first series 
abroad, but said he was sad the two t 
sides could not play during the past*' 


, , 10 days. “It is really frustrating that 

we were not able to provide any 
cricket to the fans of Faisalabad be- 
^ cause of the weather*’ he said. 

. -V, a'WMFv* v Back in England, the row between 

v Gkrucesterehire and Courtney Walsh 

S^to^e^yesto^with 
the county insisting the west Indies 

The Australia XI century-maker, Greg Blewett, finds more runs backward of square during his unbeaten innings of 169 in Hobart, while England fielder John Crawley looks on AUsport pace bowler had made approaches 

to join a rival county Glamorgan. 

more farce about it than their first, Walsh, aghast at Gloucester- 

a feeling confirmed when Crawley shire's withdrawal of their offer of a 
was Ibw reverse-sweeping Lehmann new two-year-contract, has denied^ 
whose first overbad gone for 17 runs, the county’s claim that he had beetf ., j 
S omehow, amid fee gentle bowl- in contact with other counties. But ' 
mg and Butcher’s butchering. Hoi- Gloucestershire have insisted the 
lioake managed to avoid a pair but bowler was investigating a possible 
got out in a regulation maimer by move to Glamorgan, 
edging a left-arm spinner to sEp. He The Welsh county yesterday an- 

$tiH has much to learn, not least that nounced the si gning of the South 
even part-time spinners can occa- African, Jacques Eallis, as their 
sionafly turn the balL overseas player but Gloucestershire 

° laim ^ : “Glamorgan have con- 
ior (cape), m j slater, j I Unger, m e vKuigti. tinned that they were approached by 

S R Waugh. D S Lehmann. I A Healy (wkrl. D W rWalBh’e naanfl L'nn TUnAaiAo. i. 

Fleming, s c g MacGii. j n Gillespie, g o Me- twaisn s agent] hen Trowbridge to 
Grath. c r Miner. discuss terms for 1999.” 

The former Australian Test ffj- 
er Mike Whitney, wiO captain tlie 
Don Bradman XI team in a one-day 

Bowrftag: Tbdor 14>3-S4-0: Fraser 20-3-53-0: nfla ;rct nvni.BA ^.t 

such i5-i-62-0: cork ii- 3 - 33 -i; HoiBoake uiatcn against England on New 

10-1-55-2; Ramprakash 6-0-29- 1 ; Hick I-0-3-0. Year’s Day. 

J P cr a J^^0h^^.. ,,, ! , !T 63 . Wlutney heads a team that also 

m a Butcher not out as includes the former Test player 

□IS! cregMatthews, the prolific Sheffield 

shield run -scorer Jamie Siddons, 

Fail: i-i is. 2 -i &A. * 2 nd Western Australia’s Michael 

2? c J%'k fiS7J«M?S82;ft8 Hussey. Thematdi will be pfeyed in 
such. Bowral, south of Sydney. 

Bowling: Julian 7-2-23-0: Law 8-1-36-0: DON BRADMAN XI (v England. Bowral, 
Lehmann 7-1-45-1. Bewn 10-7-47-0; Elliorc NSW, 1 Jan): M Hussey. R Daw-son. M Phelps. 
5 ' 0 ■ |S ■ , J Siddons, G Cunningham. S Bradstreet. S 

Umpires: S G Davies and P Parker. Thompson. G Marthews. P Emery M Whimsy 

(cape). B Lee. W Holdsworth. 


AN UNBEATEN 169 by Greg Blewett 
on the third day of England's match 
in Hobart gave an insight into the 
depth of talent especially batting 
strength, currently illuminating Aus- 
tralian cricket “It's a golden age," 
he said later when news filtered 
through that Darren Lehmann 
rather than he would replace Ricky 
Pouting for the Boxing Day Test in 
Melbourne. 

Dropped from the Test side fol- 
lowing a poor tour of India last 
March - he scored 46 runs in six in- 
nings - Blewett appears to find Eng- 
land's bowlers particularly delec- 
table. A month ago he scored 143 
against the tourists for South Aus- 
tralia, a knock that when added to the 
one here, and the three Test centuries 
scored in successive Tests against the 
old foe, brings his tally to five cen- 
turies against them in 15 innings. 

With that kind of form, Australia's 
loss ought to be^ Yorkshire's gain and 
Blewett has signed up with the 
Tykes on a one-year contract to re- 
place Lehmann, who in all proba- 
bility will be involved in Australia's 
bid for the World Cup. 

“From what I've heard," said 


CRICKET 


BY DEREK PRINGLE 
in Hobart 

England 469 for 6 dec & 166 for 2 
Australia XI 293 for 4 dec 


Blewett, “Yorkshire are a pretty de- 
cent site but seem to fall away at the 
last hurdle. Fd like to help them win 
something. The standard of county 
cricket is good, it’s just the intensi- 
ty that is missing. It's not as hard as 
Shield cricket, but it’s tough because 
of the amount of cricket played.” 

Blewett’s choice of county, how- 
ever, may not be all that wise. Abot- 
tom -handed player blessed with a 
good eye, Blewett is probably more 
susceptible to the ball that nips 
back off the seam, than any of tbe 
other leading Tfest batsmen. If there 
is one ground that encourages the 
ball to move about it is Headingley, 
though what it takes away from his 
run aggregate should be added to his 
wicket tally. 

On a “flattie," he was impossible 
to peg back and England's attach did 


not manage to sulty the reputation of 
Beflerive Oval, as a place where 
bowlers fear to tread. Rather to their 
embarrassment, England's front- 
liners were about as effective as the 
Australian XTs part-timers. Mind 
you, a strong wind compounded 
things, at least from one end, and 
even Peter Such found it difficult to 
control bis length. 

A powerful driver of the ball who' 
tends to get well forward, Blewett 
also pulls wefi off the front foot It is 
a combination that makes him par- 
ticularly difficult to bowl at In one 
notable purple patch he struck Ben 
HoQioake for three fours in as many 
balls, each one a different shot 

Hollioake, one of three England 
bowlers to concede more than four 
runs an over managed to take two of 
the home side's wickets before they 
declared at 293 for 4 - 176 runs be- 
hind - presumably after the captains 
had agreed a chase on the last day. 

Bowling with the breeze after 
lunch, Hollioake ended Matthew El- 
liott's four-hour stay and the 206-run 
opening stand, when he forced the 
tall left-hander to mis-hit a lofted 
drive. Alex Tudor, who bowled well 


without looking dangerous, took a 
good running catch at mid-on, not 
least because a dash with Angus 
Fraser looted imminent, as the ball 
hung in the wind. 

Two balls later; Hollioake had 
Cory Richards leg before for a gold- 
en duck, Blewett having crossed to 
take strike when the previous bats- 
man was out Apparently Richards, 
a talented batsman for New South 
Wales, is either a hundred or a 
nought man. What the exact ratio is 
between the two extremes is not 
known, just (hat a duck farm beck- 
ons should be continue to play 
around straight ones as he did here. 

If England had to wait almost 59 
overs for their first success, they 
were suddenly on fire, and Dominic 
Cork also struck in the next over to 
remove the left-handed Lehmann. It 
needed the catch of the match to do 
it though, a grass -in-the-fingemafls 
job by Michael Atherton divfag to his 
left at second slip. 

In terms of whether or not it car- 
ried, it was not dissimilar to the one 
Atherton was given out to in the last 
Test when Mark Taylor held up a 
catch off Stuart MacGill. This time 


no replays were needed, and 
Lehmann did not even ask the field- 
er if he had caught it dean. 

Stuart Law then followed, when 
he skied a pull off Mark Ramprakash 
to midwicket It must have given 
Mark Butcher; who took the catch, 
some rare pleasure to actually help 
dismiss someone off a rank long-hop 
than being the victim himself 

Moments later the declaration 
came whereupon Butcher and John 
Crawley, promoted to open, added a 
rapid 117 for the first wicket In the 
absence of three front-line bowlers, 
England's second innings had even 


HOBART SCOREBOARD 


7 him day. England won ton 

ENGLAND - First timings 469 for 6 dec 

(M A Atfwton 2 1 Ono. G A Hlcli 125. M R Ram- 
prakasn GSI 

AUSTRALIA XI - First Innings 
[Overnight: 30 lor OJ 

M T G Elliott c Tudor b Hollioake 81 

G S Blewett not out 169 

C J Richards Ibw b Hollioake 0 

*D S Lehmann c Atherton b Cork 4 

S G Law c Butcher b Ramprakash 2 J 

M G Sevan not out 0 

Extras (61. Ib3. nbH) 18 

Total (Tor 4 dec, 77 overs) 293 

Fall: 1-206. 2-207. 3-212. 4-278. 

Did doc bat: tA C Gilchrist. P R RHffel. B P 
Julian. M 5 Kosprowtz. G R Robertson. 


Reading in tough draw 


OPPOSITION FOR Reading, the de- 
fending champions in the National 
Indoor Championship, indudes Old 
Loughtonians and Southgate after 
tlie draw for the preliminary round 
of the National Indoor Champ- 
ionship was made yesterday. Old 
Lo ughts may be a formidable hurdle, 
having romped away with the East 
tournament at the weekend. 

The event played at two venues, 
consists of six teams competing in 
a round-robin at each venue, with the 
top three from each section quali- 
fying for the finals at Crystal Palace. 

In the South competition at 
Epsom College, Southgate looked 
equally impressive. Hie German in- 
ternational Eiko Rott was their star. 

The second South qualifiers, West 
London Institute, relying heavily on 
the Canterbury dub, could be out of 


HOCKEY 


By bill Colwill 

their depth in the other half of the 
draw against East Grins lead and St 
Albans and HulL The Midlands qual- 
ifiers are not known due to tbe aban- 
donment of their event on Saturday 
after the death of Carl Price, the 37- 
year-old Olton goalkeeper: 

Price died of a heart attack in the 
DTZ Midland's Indoor Club Cham- 
pionship at Worcester: He had previ- 
ously represented Harborne in the 
National League, and also Coventry 
& North Warwick and Sbouzport 

indoor CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP (9, 10 Jan- 
uary): pool A (Glades LC KMderminscerl: 
Ease Grinstead; Midlands Pc Sc Albans: West 
London Institute'. YteaiU a Sherborne: Hun. Pool 
B (Codes Moon Woods, Bbntagttani}: Rid- 
ing: Midlands B; Old Lougticonlans: Southgate; 
Firebrands; Nor con 


SNOOKER 


White’s appeal lives on 

JIMMY WHITE has been giveri a wild 
card to compete in the Benson and 
Hedges Masters at Wembley in 
February. 

“The Whirlwind”, who won the 
tournament in 19&1 has dropped out 
of the world's top 16 but remains a 
crowd favourite. He will open 
against Mark King, who will be 
making ins first appearance in the 
competition, on 7 February. 

The other wild card went to the 
world No 61 . David Gray, who beat 
Dave Harold to win the Benson and 
Hedges Championship last month. 

Tbe defending champion, Maris 
Williams, who beat Stephen Hendry 


10-9 on the final black in last year’s 
final will open his defence against 
Nigel Bond in the second round, 
while Hendry will launch his bid for 
a seventh B&H title against Malta's 
Tony Drago. 

In Dublin on Sunday night Mark 
Williams carried off toe last title of 
1998. He defeated Alan McManus 9-4 
in the final of the Irish Open, a vic- 
tory worth £50,000 to the 23-year-old 
left-hander. He has now won five 
nuyor titles, including the Benson 
and Hedges Masters, which he de- 
fends in Februaxy, 


Southwell 

HYPERION 

12.00 Johnnie The Joker 12.30 Elton 
Ledger 1.00 Alana's Cavalier 1 JO Mai Da ZOO 
Golden Lyric (nb) 2J30 Turin Creeks 3.00 
Legal Venture 3.30 Nite Owler 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: a - artsWe; rarorder - ndda 
DHAW ADVANTAGE: Wgh Best SI few bast 6 f lo vn 

■ Fihresand surface, left-hand sharp, oral course* 

■ Course ts 3m SE of town and 5m W of Newark. Roleston 
Junction atflofns caursa ADMISSION; Club £12; Tbnarsafls 
£6 fOAP Diamond Oub £4 under- 15s free). CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston 4a-237 (203%). S Bowing 
48-«4 (T 1 S%). J L Eyre *-299 (W*%> R KoHnshaad 38434 {38%> 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Waavar 47-283 (160*1 J Quinn 37- 
536 (£9*1 L Chamock 35-384 (B9*L G DuffkM 34-238 (02*) 

■ FAVOURITES: 589-5637 (349%) 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVBU3I: Grassland! k (300) 3 Bapttunal 
Rock (330) haws been sent 3<c miea 
BUNKERED FIRST HUE; Gintekl Park pDOT. Legal Venture R 
Kean Hands (wsorati 300) 


B 3Xm HAMPARA BAY (J21) J Hefh£rtrr * 7 E JOubnS 

9 060000 TAKE CARE (IS) U Tbrnfcns 3 7 12 G Banted 3 

- 9 de clar ed - 

BETTWG: 46 EBon Ledger SI Irtisash, B>1 Dande Hines. 10-1 Go>- 
«af Equation, 14-1 BoJTjr, IB-1 OtvMs And Rule, 20-1 Goteg Places, 
Take Cara. 26-1 Nanpam Boy 

FORM VERDICT 

A straightforward opportunity for the ev&^een ELTON 
LEDGER » extend fc mining seqincs to four and recced 
tie Mth coins success He meeis al tea opponents on 
mueft better terms than he waid n a hanticap and is at 
We top ert Ws lonn whereas ha rivals are Bflher out of form 
or fawning after a braak. 


O nnl PAR| S HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 
^■ UU) II) £3,000 added 1m 4f 


1.00 


12^01 “Kf 5 ^ { ™ 


1 SXHJ PETER OUNCE (73) (OJM Bitten a eo RAumrftW 

2 3344S JOHMETHEJOKER(21)(C) JlatiiT97 JlMdleoMnlB 

3 WC020 C2U3 WARS (45) P CGfion 3 9 5 ... . DSMBMyB 

4 GS0005 KUTABARl (31) UrsS Lamyntn 4 9 4 J Quinn 7 

5 46500 LAST KNIGHT (25) D AibUthnaOB g RPifcs5 

6 TDM CA»«PiactYW1)«NUttrrodan581l-TGNdau#fca 

7 503000 TRANSPARENT (B4| DGifTCi 6S5 J Forcing 9 

B 92050 DOUBLE ECHO (21) (CO) J Bafiel t) 8 1 Martin Dwyer Z 

9 MJODO COPPER COOKE (32) M Wglase 3 7 10 P Doe (5) 3 

O CZW6 BBTAZZLE (115) M Bnttar 7 7 C G Banted 10 

-lOdadarad- 

Mn&rwa owgftt 7a 10ft Due haneB&c woghts: Copper Cookie Ta 
70). Be dazSe Tut St). 

BETTING: 3-1 JohftiwTTw Jotec 7-2 Mutated, M& thap tatfly, 6-1 
bar Wto* 8-1 Double Echo, 10-1 Dsaparam, 14-1 l»t Knight Be- 
dazda, 18-1 ottera 

FORM VERDICT 

CASHAPLEMTY may be the answer, though n ooas take 
an act of faith to tip hin as hra Fla form is pceny poor. 
Sts, he has been In peak form over hurdes so has etaar- 
ty in good fettle and this realty & a weak race. Jotanie 
The Joker, who has the boa recant Flat form, ia not a 
sum stayer, so Mutaberi may be the danger. 


COLOGNE NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £3,750 added 2YO 1m 

055 CUPBOARD LOVER (103) D Haycti JmesST-S Wbtoror8l9 
00930 TFW3C DANCEH (771 KMcAitfteSM. ACrtaMl 

6430 BALLYHOflRJS BOY (T3) J Pearce 9 4 APoH(5)5 

600*3 LA TAVERNETTA (77) N Tinkler 94. HraTMte'3 

050231 LOVE DIAMONDS (I?) (D) M Jchnsion91 .0 IMCawn 7 

630 PIPS BRAVE {28) M WiSsss 8 9 T G McLaugNto 2 

<003 CHALCEDONY (39) TDBanonflB OPaarett 

000431 TOFHT(35) WHaggasBB WRjenBB 

000 VANTAGE POINT (AS) KlteAJHsBB .JT&ta8 

0000 BATON DE PICHON (2E) N Utnuxten B 6 . ... JCkdrn4 
033U4 ALANA'S CAVAUET 
0060 SUPERBOB (21) R 

-iZdoderad- 

BETTlNa-IM Law ftaaonds. 6-1 BaDymorrta Bojt Tbp RL7-1 CM- 
cadony, B-1 Tragic Dura, 10-1 la T&renwtte, Pip’s erase. Nana's 
Csnfiir, 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

h makes sanse to rehf cm th«e <*fto ha«e shown a Bong 

for Via akweather. in wfich case Love Dbnwnds, BaJ- 
fynwirts Boy. Top R and CHALCEDONY are Ihe kxjr 
on wftich to concantwa Lora Dtamonda loe*s sure » ran 
another big race, but Chalcedony is just preferred n the 
befeal that a weight pul can help ten leuerso Souttnw* 
fcrm with Lora Dfemonda. 


1 34S64 WIOTA-S STAR (6)|C) (D)MBntOfi 5 8 tl GBantealA 
3 WTO PLEASANT DREAMS [7B)DSmth 396. BWfeslon (3) 2 

3 OWED DALWNMME (39) (CD) J Wcrtan 5 9 3 ... F Norton fl 

4 WB33 RSTON (21) Ms A Sorter* 3 90 . ...TSprakaS 

5 G04E K EPWB HMHP Bu^>pe9ai3 . - .JDea3 
G 5B6BP £VE30RUTO(IO) (TO) NUmtxten6P9 PRobera 0)9 V 

7 035004 SPALANE (2l) hbsSLamynun 5 B5 J Quinn 6 

8 044406 G0LDEN(ynC(11|JFfeatoe3B2 AP<«ra 7 

S 000305 PROUDBRXUnBI (21) MR Bcdey 107* J> Doe {5)1 

-9 (tadared - 

BETTMG: 114 Ftapton, M Cokfen Lyric, 5-1 Erazto Ruta, 1 1-3 Niki. 
to 1 * Sisr, 6-1 Sp» Lane, 10-1 Pteaaant Draams. 12-1 olhars 

FORM VERDICT 

Mast of those haw significant doubts about them; Rep. 
Wnblhebeslolthem but tea iast-iime-ouittwa here was 
only Lair form and he 6 opposable GOLDEN LYRIC is the 
choice, oft a good mark on tes Best term and with a lair 
recent AW ctobui at LlrrgfieJd lo tee him up far Iftte. 


I M B Hdretead 8 3 . P M bim (7) 11 
W*arm7n GBanteslia 


o Of) I 49,5 HANDICAP (CLASS C) A 
^”1 Cl 0,000 added 71 V 


JEfifi habibi (132) Ms n Maaiev a 12 . . .p Fredericks ( 7 ) 1 

0J60 KE£H HANDS (15) 14s N Uacaiay e 12 R Plies 12 

012060 LADVCAKE (17) (D) JBeryBt? .. PBradfey( 7 ) 

596 SOC1AU2B1(T7)Wjarns8l2 D WcSaffin ( 7 ) 

0308B AHSSMA (31) NTrtder B 7 .KheTridW 

DOT GiWaofWKpajjlvhanoiB? fMortontl 

452*4 WWOLASt«STOESSp7)PB^67 . CCoaanp) 

506 PMYLOZZO (38) P Evans 8 7 .TG McLaughfer 

.. 605200 RQKY EXPERIENCE (95) H Baugh B 7 .. . J Ffenfeg 1 ' 

12 440000 SKYMISTRESS (^ M DodsB 7 Dafe<a«»' 

D 050440 SUPER STRIDES (17) C Fartwa Q 7 AC«Ah«1l 

W ^VBSANamwL(l3)PShate S p e ma7.^j0)ain)i 

- 14 ifeciarad- 

BETTING: 4-t Hetwlas Htatrass, Hf Legal Venture. M Lodycaln 
11-2 Sodafizac; 6-1 HobUd. tm k», Hands, Phtftao. 16-1 otter 

FORM VERDICT 

Most of ftwse are exposed as moderate and social it. 
ER has run wefl enough in Better company to suggest he 
should be able to make the rnoa ot ths drop in class. Risky 
“pertenca has decent dams on his second m a tenter 

^^^ andha3tabetearoabu,hasatf W»- 
month break to overcome Legal Venture, NtchoinsHts- 
tress and Ablsainla look best ot the remaindef. 


1-30 


12.30 


COPENHAGEN CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) (DIV 1) £3,000 added 5f 

StSQO OANDE HUES (11)103) Kte*738U ...,.PD»{5)6B 
0M3C0 INT1AASH (103) mDHMf Jones BB 12 -SWhfiMrihB 
06?ffi EIJUN LHXSBt (4) (CO) HO N UaCaAev 9 8 SLR Pifea 3 V 

OOQffiC BOfFY (4) (CD) 9 Saigh 5 9 5 - AefeGBaana 

WOTOQ KWDE«ORUlEB8l(0)RftafcdH«1485 

CUim(7)9 

□403OT CBffiRAL EQUATION (137) (Ctq J Baiting S 85 

NCfeMa7B 

036000 GWGPLACESpQ)(0)Klwry37ia. ,C CatSn (7) 1 B 


COPENHAGEN CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) (PIV II) £3,000 added 5f 

1 00 HEIRTSP8LA2E{afl Klwry 3B G. .. Merfo ttey* 0 

2 00CK51 HALUA CTWPJTD Banal S6Q QPann7B 

3 060200 POUR MSTPCJ tts NMaaiey3flta ..D«eXB(»n4 

4 530030 SOUWECOWffi(20)P)DChaprerfias_AQ*areB 8 

5 GZZE TOKERfSSURPfBSE{1T)TO JBtiting485 JEdrantfeS 

6 OSOW4 MARY JANE W (CD) JBarv3B4 JMU Hanawi (7) S 
T MOOT TOUIlYTEIN^n^PJHPaaaWiSaaAPcHHI V 

8 0UA30- FEBRUAHYpOS) JSm*i580 — PUajfen(7)3 

9 ODOM GOSttSECBJ&ktorafSSQ.. CCog»(7)9 

-gdectered- 

BETTHaS: M Hay Jane, tt-AMafa 74 Pofer Wat.fr l8<)ulni Cor- 
tfe, 10-1 Tfekn'i Surprise, IB-1 U>n*iy Ttonpeat 20 - 1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

This drop in 51 la a worry faf form PW* Mabfe ^nd Mary 
Jane may wel get a good dBflt closer to ten than sho tkl 
ttwavwhampttt v taa month, todays c««a ana tWance 
should, however, be kteaJ (or POLAR MET. whose eec- 
and to Bton Ledgw over CAD te* month reads wet Squfaw 
CofHe has claims on he best fanu teit is on a long toe- 
ing run and las to prcwe t»a ettadrwuwsa here 


1 33302 ITALIAN SYMPHONY (3) (CD) P Sens 4 00 X Cog» (7)7 V 

2 006061 THHFADHEEDLE (11) K Bute 5 9 71 . ...DSweemy 14 

3 03BO3 WEETMAffS WBGH po) (C] p) R Hotnshead 5 9 7 . 

— - ACuBianeS 

4 200306 Tmi CREEKS (27) (CD) V9oona795 - C Rutter 9 

5 520003 PERSIAN FAYRE (83) (D) J Berry fl 9 5 P Roberta ( 3 ) 1 1 

« 000333 URSAMAJ 0 R( 11 )(qc««an 494 .. ...GBarthRUlO 
7 006251 BUTWNTO (13) (D) J Ffeaia: 4 9 0 -JlPcO(Sn 6 

B (COM TOPn3N(11)(CO)(^FHw*ig4 90 SWhihM l thSB 

9 1B521- miT WINK(J39) (D) HsVWard 69 0 ... TWHIomsB 
» DOSE LOVE ACAOB4T (11) tCO) M Jdnrtston38 10 

- - RRBaFWrtekffli! 

11 63044 HI PARADISE (S 6 ){CCqWIA* 4 flo.. IMiDmv 15 
a 000440 GOOMBWAUPARKflO) (CO) PFa^eSB GPato 13 
13 5300SH MAnEAIItApIJJC) SB»w«igSB7, . C tfeaguo p) 4 V 
M 4304C3 UVE PROJECT (64) (CO) fl Cragp 6 85- . -JQuamS 
e 040045 AMTAlttnC STORM (11) RftneyS 81.. RWnsten (3)3 B 
■» U 0 SQ 2 H0H NAVtGATOR (33) D Rmnth DaraOBl PDoofBt 

-IBdeclarod- 

BETTING! IT-3 Hapten. B-l Low Academy, Hattramifl. Thnudme- 
da.9-1 Wiinte.UraiW^Weelmen'sVrBlgiL j2-i Antafoteston^ 
Ittean Symphony, htei Creeto. 1S-1 Lh* Project, 15 -t others 

FORM VERDICT 

A cempetitwe handicap with about tun a dozen who 
to go from the front This wo sut WEETMAWS WEIGH* 
Who 6 besi o» a strong pace jn 0 c racing over ha opli- 
HSintTS today Topton. who haa won hfc only star: here, 
my be the ona ho has to bent 


3361 i^DBHOKE ALL-WEATHER I 
■ CAP (QUALIFIER) (E) £3,754 


3.00 


BARCELONA SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2,500 added 2YO 5 f 

t EatKEO lEBALVENTWErt|lflNlj»T«ix1cn93 8 Thom* f7) t4 v 
2 OMSSLAI4DIK A Nonccnto fl C JOuirn? 


3OT0G OCKB5 plj (p) tBF) IA 5 N Masutey 4 00 

^ S^^ , ' 1>(D ’ n fthpyJfln — R *»« 

^ra^TTYWU. (77) to ttl) Reraises®. A 

WXJO RAKE (53) |CD) W 9^ 79 8 _._T 

32520 THEATRE HAGIC110MC0JD 9ww59fl _ , 
0044® ATLANTA (87) GVWwdwad 39 
• B^RBTAALfTflJCJUsNUaaLggoj,,^ 

9 005226 K0SEV0(fl) (C) DShW4flfl TS 

l SSS 2“ ^ M (CO) DChapnttn582 J 
J ^*^ QWB ’tW)(CO)JBtelng4 7t5..;j E 

J «OT»BATALaiR(a)(D,GlteS3 5 7« J 

-is declared- 

BtTDNG. fr2 Hutaoaaair, 4-1 Octet MfiMnli** , 

«.^Owfe,,4.,Ka«y W . t S^E5^ 
FORM VERDICT 

The handicatiDef has been land to MlTTABASSfl 

i— ■ 

that he wi be at k 

to 12^ the refafife TTwaS 

beqrntf^ Thl!!! 5 Th ° tDp ^ °*tr. also t 

wtech coutd make it drfficuftf 




Jt 
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Wyer cutting a 
Dashing figure 


LORCAN WYER will probably 
tell his offspring this Yuletide 
they will receive what is de- 
served. He has certainly deliv- 
ered hims elf the same message 
and sees victory for Simply 
Dashing in Saturday's King 
George VI Chase under his 
urgings as the most apt result 

We could call this horse and 
jockey Team ScalpeL Between 
them they have seen a lot of 
surgeon's steel 

Simply Dashing used to do a 
fair impression of a hurricane 
after his races until a series of 
soft-palate operations correct' 
ed breathing problems. Lorcan 
SVyer may consider himself 
lucky to be able to see a race- 
course at all after an accident 
at Ain tree just over two years 
ago which came close to mash- 
ing his face. Those who saw it 
found it difficult to refer to rac- 
ing as “a game” in the after- 
math. 

Wyer’s accomplice, Thorn- 
ton Gate, fell that day, and the 
jo-one jockey had little time to 
Consider his bruises before an- 
other runner came slicing by 
with his hooves. “My face was 
in the wrong place at the wrong 
time," he says. “A horse behind 
stood on my face and moved it 
around a little bit." Almost 10 
hours of surgery followed. 

“After about three days in 
hospital I asked my wife what 
I was like as there weren't any 
mirrors left lying around,’' 
Wyer adds. “She said I looked 
absolutely wonderful which 
means she either loves me 
very much or is a tremendous 
liar because it looked a bit of a 
mess when I eventually saw it 

“T\vo minutes can be a long 


By Richard Edmondson 

time in jumps ra cing , but I 
don’t dwell on Aintree much be- 
cause I felt then and still feel 
now that I've got a good few sea- 
sons in me. It's certainly not a 
job you can do half-heartedly. 
I'm pretty fatalistic and I think 
if things are meant to happen 
they happen. That's why 1 won’t 
be getting too worried this 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Just Good Fun 
(Ludlow 12.45) 

NB: River Wye 
(Ludlow 3.15) 


week thinking about the race ” 
At 34, Wyer marches on. 

Simply Dashing himself has 
been a taxing horse to follow. 
Just over 12 months ago he won 
the First National Bank Chase 
with Richard Dunwoody on 
board at his barnacle-like best 
after the gelding had smashed 
into Ascot’s ninth fence. Such 
was his rate of progression at 
that stage (bis record read 13 
wins from 20 races) that some 
judges expected the horse to 
appear from his box with wings 
protruding from his belly one 
morning. 

However, the seven-year-old 
has not won since, largely be- 
cause of his respiratory prob- 
lems. Simply Dashing has 
finish pd runner-up on his last 
two high-profile starts though 
to good horses from Martin 
Pipe's stable. 

“We don’t get carried away 
with hype up at our place, but 
we have always thought Simply 
Dashing was a Saturday horse. 


LUDLOW 


HYPERION 

12.45 Just Good Fun 2.45 Ifempestuous Lady 

1.15 STANMORE (nap) 3.15 Supreme Charm 

1.45 Flahlve’s First -3.45 Bowl Of Gold 

2.15 Spring Gale 

GOING: Hurdles track - Good id Soft [Good h pieces): Chase couse - Good (Good 
to Soft in places) ■ Right-hand causa Chase course has sharp bends. 

■ Couse is NW of town off A4& Ludbw ral station 2m ADMISSION: CU> CM; Tat- 
tereaBs EMC (OAPs receive G2 refreshment voucher); Couse E5. CAR PARK: Frea 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 23 vans tram 91 rimers (253%) 0 Nfohotaoti 1953 {34%) 
K Bauer 17-77 (22.1%) N IMstan-Dawm 0-79 (05%) 

■ LEADWG JOCKEYS: A P McCoy fiwnsfrtsn 75 ridra (£3%) R Johnson 0-99(02%) 
A Maguire 16-75 pt3%) R Duiwoody 14-54 £59%) 

- . JAVOURTTHt: 170 wins tram 400 races (success rate 3&7%> 
ajWKERED HRST TIME: Stenmore (VB) Perryman (vtsored, 2.0) 

|19 ae| TANNERS CLARET NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3 0 qo added 2m Penalty Value £2,500 

1 BASMAN (F45) (Natal EchOTfeon And Partners) B Smart 4 T O CUmflyn 

2 BRILLiAHT STkfl (HZ) (F314) (S A &rx*sha«rj S arokSert 6 D C ADdfcbl 

3 DAIJPHM (FB3) (Iks JD Mans) HhfcM SOB Ik R FtxriaU (7) 

4 0400- DOVE FROM ABOVE (432) (Ms Qvs Danes) R J Plies 5 t) C RJOtraon 

5 2 HMMfOBHTS<3«rTJwContowr Panned*) TCasy 6 t)B W Union 

6 0 FLOfttSTAN flg) |BF) (Mchatf Kan-Dnaen) K Batey 4 n Q NWttansoo 

7 JANQAL (F164) (S N Bufeti) R Hodges 4 D 12 .TDaocanfae 

5 1002? JUST GOOD FUN (34) US Good fin CU4 MRtowi 4 ft B AMagdt 

9 0-0 MOBAYE (FR) (22) (Park ridstral Suites (Vfeta) Ltd) J Neds 4IC S Quack 

O PHfJSTAA (F13) IMgel Sftekfci K Bute 5 D 12. MAFXigarafci 

n 4 RIVER CAPTAIN (26) (Jonas Am® Rartig) D limy Srriti 5 ID "0 — HrSlfcnta(7) 

12 1/22 ROUTE ONE (40) (BF) (Upbrta Btaoctock) S Sherwood 3 DC DCMagher 

X3 . SAGUWO (n 78) (tec NcTOtfK Morgan 4 1012. AS Smth 

. . .-—-A P UMTUSW (Barry Bo*n)M Chapman 5 « 12 WWHigln 

S CANDY COPPBt (178) (KRR»d}PFo<d5D7 MrMFrtbp) 

* SVM DANCING IN RIO (31) (Mrs Theresa WatehB) T P Wteishe 607 jUogtard(7) 

17 FERN'S GOVBWOR (F204) (J Cheswy) U Hpe 6 07 APHcCojr 

B TYCOON TINA (F48) (A NBoake Raring WMtXkine 4 1)7 B Mnaa ny 

- 18 declared - 

BETTTNG: 3-1 Just Good Am, 4-1 FtarMan, 5-1 Bmwv Route One. 0-1 Eden Hetghn. Fern's 
Governor 10-1 Kw Captain, 12-1 BrdBerd Star, Phfitatsr. 14-1 Saguaro, 10-1 others 
997 Stage Pass 4 9 tz R Ffcnart B-l (G Barnett) ID ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Basman: Ppwerfti mdde-d&tanca performer on Hat ctoae to tup doss in VB7. tut 
generaly OfeappointriQ last term. Acts on soft and looks very Interesting recruit 
Brilliant Star Wher twice on Hat n New Zealand, last raced h February. From a 
yard dong wal with NZ srports, wel thought-of and one to note h the betting 
Dauphin: Moderate iridOte-dstanc* pertormBr on the Flat ter WUe Musaon Making 
fudtes debut for new yard Acts on any going 

Dove From Above: UttJa sxyi ot si^Yficant abtty Yi four burpers last term. HunSes 
debit far yard whose jumpers usually need plenty of time 
Edan Heights: Unrffiabte W Flat handcappar. Always dose up when a lengths 2nd 
of C to Mersey Beat in weak VWnosor an nov hda (good to soft) on jumps debut 
Floristan: Useful Rat tin marden tar Luca Curwrd Hearty backed ran uni to 3 out 
finished lame, when llth ol M to Copper Coin an Whdsor 2m nov hde debut (good 
tVjtrft) Obwousfy «l thou^tt-of and B«ty to Improve a good deal 
— jtmfc Very moderate midrte-efctance maiden on Fla! tar John Benstead and Gary 
Mare. First rwi far now yard an hurdles debut 

Just Good Fun: Confirmed debut promise when, stayed on (ram rear, btn 12 lengths 
by Satamah at Newbury (2m non hdte, soft) Codd go dose, but form not looking as 
good as A hMaly appeared 
Kabaye: Little agn of abSfy In two tampers 

PhUtetar. UsafiJ mte hondcapper on Rat partiaiaily vmt suttad by uncfcJsfcng. tunv 
ing track. One to note m the betting on hurcfes debut 

River Captain: Pronis r rg debut when, weatened fitter mtaake last, IS tenths 4th erf 
* to Sporadte Msatt a Uttawter (2m nov hde. good to 90ft) Open to ii^rowment 
Routt One: Bunper winner who has shown some abity over timber but dbappdnt- 
ng 4-9 favourrte when, not quicken, btn I'hiangttiB by Mazleo cMr C/D test month. 
Form not woriung out and ax neHt n g to find 

Saguaro: Placad r 71 rrvadon a! two tor Jchn Gosden. bu! fasted to can on From s&- 

Ue n good kern and one to no» n the market on hudes debut 

Undue: 20-1 chanca weakened halfway, pdfod Lp 2 out in race won £>y Alveydouh- 

teyou at Marttat Rasen (2m If nov hd* soft) on Junps debut 

Candy Copper NchotaeBi mare. ffoBignot abity in bumpers 

Dancing hi Rkx feted off n burpar on latest start. HutSes ddiut 

Farn'e Governor Mte winner for Wto Musson In «07 and ptaojd In lm3f hepcicap 

tar John Bndger last Juie. Sue to hwe been eel schootod and one to consder on 

debut tar powerful Ppe yard, but yet to prove herae# m easy surfoca 

tycoon TTna: Inconsistent and moderate 8M2f handfcapper on Htt Goes wel in the 

mud. Making her )umps debut 

VERDICT: the p«* of tha torn rests wRh Just Good Rm. wtio was eat plenty to 
dp whei ctaskig hrane Salamah at Newbtryt but he could be wAtarabto to the newt- 
. BASMAN, who looks made-to-measure tar the Moping game and ess once 

flCd a classic outsider 

U -te l TANNERS BURGUNDY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 

1 1 J | d^ 500 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3,126 

1 RMS) DAUAS(F(9m(D)(FGV«s»i)DMcCart7eP --^CCoyklR 

2 031-3P BTAMIOPEfe (P)(Upknda f*wti a n di ) SShBrt»oodB 11 tt »NF*0y(7)B 

3 4S1-UU RBfBIAMBIlAHlAW pi) (JG M Waled TC geySII 3 W . H55 

4 pci® MICHERADO (FR) (80) (Star*y W Cbitel S ftocksflae 8 n 3 AIW**i 

5 232-14 RAFRE3 ROOSTER PQ(BF) (Mart. ALaMtenlttsaYWfcnee 1)9 JfWeMan 

6 UU-P3P FUIX OF BOUNCE (12) (Fekfcpmg Racng R Hocftra 793 -TDraeoaew 

l is 

0 00(005 HUPPLESffjlQtflRaynedMOgnianflWO WHtafthgton 

Wimufiteeigtt: ION. True ftandcapwafeW: Bk*x* Qebtrt »Bft. ftfodw & Ota _ . 

BETTING: 9-4 RdBssRoottK 11-4 Stanmora, 7-2 Jemara, 7-1 RutauraMrieo, 10-1 BMrtOd- 

bBstlOchstada 14-1 ftiff Of Bounce, 20-1 ottters 

W7- Mr Sawg Gde 8 « 8 R Dumoody 74 for (P tfcttfs) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Oarnwc VWrer four Smaa over fMtaas and once ewer fcnee^ A^F^tettemi 

Has n*i«ry badly in Wee rartngaowrf««0BS for nwtcorwiBrtcnBmdlBbBflwfoffirt 

Stan more: M-tength wkmarfnxn PhApb Vt foody fr o m 41b low er tot todrandbt Agj 

ararafotiw at WtrradBi last Sma tatowfog promosig seraonal debut atitofltval Evert 

a Stratford. Binkaied Brat tkneherabw*” g? anfl _?? toc ”r"* r - T . uu] 
HtrSamantartan: Three-rime wfcaier fast km latest from Bfobwo t Hefd n 3 rd wfgn 
unseated nder tel fo race won by H(f*«alh over C®^ 881 ;*®***”8^ 

(feherado; UsehA etrate chaser two sfloaona ago fWiun shceemaiL aowdy ms 
at 6 to Star Mnx at Uttowter pm 4t heap hda OW^LFfo^J ^bert^ortoWl 

RafBaeRooeter Honiskig chasing debut when beatetgPher Leas Hasato wFonteg 

but )enped poorty at kmg odds-an at PWrpsan nwtbne aid doeerW lowme most 
robua hdvidual Easter caiw ehraid sun and Ipo^Y 

R»fl Of Bounce: Has completed arty once n& stsfr °m rgs anO I teaan aggnm 

nMon otherotaa^TWonsloirtyonand^gWyw^gd^/^tgo urfo ^ 

-^BySdS^S n foJrt « 2 out in race eon by foltuence Pedier at 

Harefoid Bn 3f heap rtx flood) Meat Loo te wrtghted tp a best now 

Bated Outburst Wnreto rtayteg htfrtec PmmMng chasrg^WJ whm °nfl P«” 
bom 3 out 3td of 13 foCtod Hopper wj WQ Plertyfo 

RmolBS:RMroflfforniBrwithaAawifar3yBaragfoi19Obvfou0^|^J rciniWt] 
out of the hartfcap after 45 lengths 5th of 12 to Marble Bfan at fifossafourffi 


a big-race horse,” Wyer says. 
“We’ve already hit the crossbar 
twice (his season and if there 
is any justice it might be our 
turn on Saturday. 

“John Francome has 
promised to send me a frontal 
photograph of A P McCoy so 
that I can see what be looks like. 
It's not a bit of him I've seen for 
a while." 

At Kempton on Boxing Day, 
Team Scalpel will be repre- 
senting Team Easterby. the 
father and son training part- 
nership of Peter and Tim. The 
name on the licence behind the 
mantlepiece clock at Great 
Habton might be different but 
otherwise it is business as 
usual. And Peter would not 
mind a King George, as the 
Christmas bauble is one of the 
few prizes to elude him in his 
sparkling career. 

“It’s been a very natural 


transition," Wyer says. “The 
guv’nor. or the old guv'nor 
should I say, still does as much 
as he ever did and there would 
have to be something disas- 
trously wrong if he wasfrt there 
working in the yard when you 
arrived in the morning. And 
Tim has always played a big 
part anyway so things haven't 
changed that much." 

And so now connections who 
never blow their own trumpet 
are represented by a horse 
who could formerly have 
belched out enough air for an 
entire brass section. “We’re 
not people to go over the top but 
we go there with a fighting 
chance,” Wyer says. “Paul Car- 
berry [Wyer's fellow Irish jock- 
ey] has a saying at the moment 
after he's come in off a winner. 
‘I had the right stuff there 1 , he 
says. I i-hmk I’ve got the right 
stuff for Saturday.” 



Lorcan \tyer: in pursuit of justice’ in the King George 


Fitzgerald gets Imperial Call 


MICK FITZGERALD has been 
given the mount on Imperial 
Call ahead of Richard Dun- 
woody in the King George VI 
Chase on Boxing Day. The geld- 
ing’s trainer; Raymond Hur- 
ley. said yesterday evening: 
“We had a meeting of the own- 
ers today and it was decided to 
offer the mount to Mick Fitzger- 
ald. He has accepted and we are 
delighted." 

It bad been thought that 
Dunwoody would be offered 
the ride but his agent, Robert 
Parsons, commented: “Richard 
hasn't been contacted and he 
has no mount in the race for the 
first time in many years." 


Tony McCoy, who was also 
linked with Imperial Call is to 
ride last year’s runner-up. 
Challenger Du Luc. 

Meanwhile, Michael Houri- 
gan is stiff looking fora jockey 
for Dorans Pride, who runs in 
the Ericsson Chase at Leop- 
ard stown on Monday. Dun- 
woody has been the regular pilot 
for Dorans Pride but the former 
champion will be aboard Flori- 
da Pearl for Willie Muffins. 

In the same day's Welsh Na- 
tional bookmaker opinion Is 
that Dom Samourai will avenge 
his 1997 defeat by Earth Sum- 
mit 

In last year's race Nigel 


VERDICT: Wrth Jemoro Beefy to make a a pretty hot paoa. RMflea Rooster cnid 
find he fragSe ^mpng confidence put to the lest again. A batter bet may be STAN- 
MORE who developed kite a ueefii performer last season and la an a vey good meifc 
on ha boa form with the tetentad FeNy during 7tx Thnge bare deafly not gone 
i&K tor ban this season, end be & probably best cajght Ural time fo bintera 

fi ytcl TANNERS CAVA HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,500 
I added 2m Penalty Value £2,723 

1 3«-F7l KARKUANO (USA) (10) <p) (T R Pryte) K MorgnS 11 O ASSrafih 

2 34-P04 WAYFARERS WAT (USA) (BO) (D) (ladylerraT) N Henberam 7 Tl 9 _-X Vttar* (7) 

3 02502 PRAIRIE MNSTREL (19) (D) (Date & Qayl Hod*) R Dlckri 4 11 fl J( Aizpunj (3) 

4 1212/P TRADE WTO (19) (D) (Kks J [> tty*) Rise 7 Tl 7..~ „Ha*KDIIIate(7) 

5 0-3405 WEET AND SS (6) (Ed Wtaman (Haulage S Sungs) Ud) T WM 4 it 5 ..Gaqf Lyons 

G 2SP91 DESERT POWER (IQ (CD) (Us Lynda M Mams) D Budd 9 II 4 OJBureM 

7 -58222 BSfGGS TURN (24) (Iks M Uawlyn) B Llewlyn 4 Tl 3 APlIcCoy 

8 1-6556 SHAHRAM (13) (D) (Mw E C RoBoton) il Chapman 6 71 3 W Worth in gton 

9 KWFB RO«L TMBt (TO) (12) (CD) fT A Wa&worffi|Jf*v* 5 Tl 3 H Johnson V 

0 OQJW CLASSIC EXHtWT (73) (D) Racng) A StreeterP A3 teJNxsigCT) 

11 040336 RAHWFS RRST (13) (D) (Don GnAfiR J W» « O ffl NWBfinson 

E£tnNG:2.iUartgBino,M Briggs tlsn, 6-1 Yfeytareni Way, 7-1 Royal Than, B-1 FWhi'iM, 
PtaMe Ulnstrel, 9-1 Dosatl Pome 10-1 Cteric ErtM. IB-1 Wart And Sae, Shahnnt, 30 oltm 
1097. No co napu ndng race 

FORM GUIDE 

Mari gf la w o: Cfo the ttogade and very easy Sfongth wv»w ot 2m oondnooals hanct- 
tep at Haydock test tn« hom Norman Conquest 6b hgher here but took* vrej^ite 
pick and appeara to go parttoJaity wrt on a fight couse 
Wa yta r ara Way: Wfoner war fences last term Best race back owr hudea whan 6 
lengths 4ih ot Tl to Xalpeto at Fakanham 2m heap htfla.sofin Octoboc Cbanca, but 
kiexperiencad tfcfer 

Prairie Mkntrai: Arafog twt off this mark without Vmteang to win. String on when 
12 tengths 2rd ot 13 to Ctarte Bar*ar a VAtoaoi (2m *1 heap hda, good to aril) 
"Rada Wind: Whiner twee for David Bassett In 189&-9Z Fra! outng snea when puted 
H> r Leicester saflar 3 weeks ago. Baa watched 

Wfeat And See: Some premise test (arm. Best effert snee whan 37 lengths 5th of S 
to the Brswmftstor at Bangor (2m It cond heap hda good to soft) but plenty to find 
Desert Rower Plenty n hand when bearing Stretching 5 lengths to a moderate Lud- 
low novice ctenng burette Bgger task here but possfciy capable of mptwemart 
Briggs Him: Career-bed when bln 7 lengths by atoaequent wfoner Cashaptenty at 
Warwick pm cond heap hdks. soft) for Pew Bowen after nfctakes at last 2 fltfits 
Changed hands afoca. but capable at bald etae from 1 b tfi^ier 
Shehrant UsafU on his dof lor Mertn Ppe last term but has not sfwn mjch tar new 
connections la«fy and taled off baheid BovcSffe Court ar Lalcastar test 
RoyM Than: Goes wel here and dose to best whan B tenths Bth of tt to Fencer* 
Quest oner C/O ifo tower now and looks posstoAty tuck in vieor with stronger han- 
«fag 

CtessfeExfdbR: 6b higher after I'Hengthwn over TbnybUst a Worcester (Bn heap 
hda good to soft) r October. No easy task after lay-off 

FtaMve's FtasC Riming wel lately and capable at bold etaw on 5 lengths 3rd to Du- 
afo over C/D lest month Fated to stay 2m5T teesL but note WBameon booking 

VERDICT With the Kevin Morgan team on a ral, MARI GUANO wfl be herd to beat 
despite a 6b tise for hte Haydock win. This cousa should ait him ural and he » Just 
prefonsd to the vtsored-egain Royal Thao, who ahodd benefit frem Rtoherd John- 
sons stronger ftandtog and the course winner FtaMve's Hrat 

\0 ic| TANNERS WINES HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 
l^ m ,0 1 added 3m Penalty Value £3,810 

f W CLASS OF MNETYnK) (33) (CO) (The Eart Cadogar) H Defy 9 C D A P McCoy 

2 3-222 SPTWG GALE (2^ Gl Detb B Ead. P 0 Sbervood 7 11 4 .^JOsbome 

3 -W-3P SYMBOL OF SUCCESS (1^(D)(N0TRadnB)DWtahs 7 H2__l»rNF«hay (7) V 

4 1-4S1F HOODW1HKS1 (3) (Q (D) (PA ftarel) W Jsrka 9 1)9 .TJwteB 

5 55«T-3 BEATSON (11) [Mra E B Gadnet) R BodtoS 07 BPoeel 

6 61D-R2 PBVIYMAN (to) (D) (MtsSCGbn) KBaby7 02 JUNteosanV 

7 0Z-«F LETS TWIST AGAIN (12) (Mrs S BW) M Sheppard 8 130. M- R FonisteJ (7) 

B P-32F5 NOISY MNBi 03 (MsRJSksrtDMdicfeon 600 .R Johnson 

9 1-PP3P LHUL ARTIST (t2) (C) (D) [T A Jchnseyl Mes C Jo/rsey 8 O 0. DGeiagher 

n WOP MOMSSJAV(12)(C) p ACwer) GThemer9O0 JCdMy 

-TOdeduad- 

Uwwnum mwgtt lost. Rue fandtoap seigter Left Mst Agon & Noisy Umar 9st 9b Legs/ Aria Ssf 
2b, Monks Je/8sf 7lto 

BETTING; 5-2 PsrrymBt, 11-4 Sprfog Gala, 9-2 Koodwtafcat 132 Baatson, 6-1 Nohy Mfoer; 10-1 
Syiabol 01 Soccasa. 12-1 Lots IMal Agatov 1M others 
B97: Fbruwe Corse SHOW Marafon 6-1 (J King) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Cleaa Of Nfoatytee: Fel a the fifth In co n p et i tBre haxfcap chase won by Macge- 
orga a WBwfok (3m 2t good to firni) last month. Only tils second outng n two years; 
useful chaser bul not a fluent jumper 

Spring Gale: Useful earty season form inebdas hettong batttng second to Satv- 
deyb impressive wfoner Tbrdutf Express. Tried n tfirtrars on lest two tuna, Inctodng 
When 5 lenglh 2nd to Jeftarias at 'founton lad month. Btnkars off today 
Symbol Of Success: Tbok wefl to laices (won four times) test season. Looked n need 
of nn when taltednff before prtSng up behind River Lnss» d Lhgfleld earfar INS morth 
HoodwMcer: Fel to wwerth behnd Z^egy Lane A Utto®® 0m, soffl cn S«- 
iffday Previously lataned to form with a wsi to heavy ground af VHoreaatac BMtered 
for second time today 

Baatson: Sure to tnprova on Ns fist nn lor a year when, to contamon wiU going to 
the last, he taded to finish 4 lengths bind to Act In Tfena In a Cheltenham (Bn S( good 
to soft) condbonai Jockeys' handcap 

panymre r Won a vatoabte race a Ascot test sprrg but refused a foe last teice on 

Ns seasonal debut at Wheanton (an) and than weakened tW m tetcaBy to the closwg 
stages at Ludour (3m) tat month Fined wtfh first-time vieor todey 
Lets TWtat Agate: Winning poner sc M n May for r2D0p& to coraenbon when trip- 
ping 14) in amaaawtf hancScep over todays CAD Herd to assess 
Noisy Mnsr. Ofsappotang when 25 length behnd Clod Hopper here (2m4t good to 
soft) fastfima he had prevkxgty Men whenchafiengto g nagoodracertWtocsn- 
tan Has chanced on hte best form 

Legal Arteb Fas handcap chaser has shown *We this season, todudtog when sxdtog 
up ttvee out behind BoJd Statement et Ttaiton (3m g»d to sof^ 

Morris Jay: Piriad«4> brttod Bold Stetemora at Ibuiton. aeente^y has no chance 
from way out of the handcap 

- VStDtCE A decani field of stayteg chesers of v***i Perryman looks wel to on Ns 
best torn However hs efid not look resobts on foe nsvln Iasi Bne and b perhaps 
bast wtahed Symbol Of Success can go ctose If back to Ns winning tottn of last 
season, whtoCtaas Of Nfnetytwo and Koodwtekar haw choreas II they Jimp romd. 
SPRMQ GALE <6 a safe Junpa- with sound eerty season form and tooka the pk* of 
a deoamtuch of siayng chasers. 

| 0 AC HOECHST ROUSSEL PANACUR MARES *NH’ NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 110yds 
Penalty Value £3^99 

1 71/B-l THiPBnWtiS LADY (13) n*s£ Robert^ k Henderson 7 Jts. HAFtegartM 

2 AlLWCLUS«pPteifo)IW«sm*5fi)tt RWBMsy 

3 0- CHHJYOfTTH VI (563) (R A Gk«) J ^wartigfl D12 Gtcrmey 

4 DO G«E GORDON (32) (Susan lady Badw) HCtty 3 02 S Wynne 

5 (W GWEies»CEp^pSPraace*l»WCaa«flHDaly5De fl Johnson 

6 /P3P2- PfBWIWESTAR (219) (Sanw^fsftriitodwiEflR Butter 7 Q 12 MPomt 

7 GOT ROBORETTE (FR) (22) (T AVbdSwonfiJ J NSrisS Q U .SIXre Ok 

B 34 8MOXET DIVA f34)(J KB*** 5 NVWBarason 

9 OO&fl) TRE BIG ROCKETTE {20) (Ms Pain* Rynn) U Meaner 5 10 12 — CUcConnadsP) 

V DM THE POLECAT (49) (1*3 Doglas Cretan) WJente 6 1) tZ TJeoks 

tl 05- TOP SCHOLAR 032) (IriaPLAktoseflC Band 6b 12. LCuranrins (3) 

-fidadared- 

ffiTTIWL 8-11 btapeatoous lady. 7-2 Rotatnoa, 4-1 Gta Ua Space, UM Sraokey Dta, 33-1 
others 

WP. Oh Doma b V C U A Ftajpakl 2-1 te (N Hendesonj S ran 


TViston-Davies* gelding the 
subsequent winner of the 
Grand National fended off the 
thrust of Dom Samourai by a 
length and three-quarters, giv- 
ing the Martin Pipe runner 
131b. 

With that concession in- 
creased by 2lb - Earth Summit 
emerged as the new top-weight 
with list 10Ib at yesterday’s for- 
feit stage - layers favour Dom 
Samourai to turn things round. 

With 21 acceptors left in yes- 
terday for the £50,000 handicap, 
the sponsors, C-oral price last 
season’s runner-up as their 3-1 
favourite, with Earth Summit 
second choice at 4-1. 


FIRST SHOW 


Southwell 2.30 ^ 

Horae C H L S T 

foam n-g si s-i g-i g-i 

LflveAcadamt 6-1 M 7-1 6-1 St 
BuBWo »1 6-1 KM 8-1 8-1 
Tfctadtate 6-1 Si 10-1 gg 6-1 
liras Major g-i in »t 6-1 6-1 
Wtatnarfe Ubiah 9-1 10-f s-i »i 10-1 
ItatePfa IT-1 7-1 7-1 9-1 

Mte Svartonr 12-1 12-1 1M 12-1 12-1 
TetnCraefa 14-1 g-i 14-1 P-1 C-i 

ArtecflcSto m g-i 11-1 16-1 g-1 g-i 

G o d n ri UtaB Fklt-i 16-1 1 M 16-1 jjj 
HohNevtatar tw 16-1 H-i w-i w 

UvePratta H-l g-i H-i 16-1 K-1 

Btete g-1 16-1 1H P-i g-1 

Ratal ftwe 2S-1 gM 25-1 25-1 25-1 

MrtMWta P-I 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 

BKfHWK4<ta»taootepta« 1.Z3.4 
C Oral H Wm fft L tetfoes S Saty Tito 


FORM GUIDE 

Tempestuous Lady: Unbeaten pouter ki Ireland to 7997. she co nt ai n ed the pramlbe 
of her only run bet season when easty besttog My Desperado te Leicester (an. soft) 
two weeks ago Should totorove fiafoei. espedaly over tNs longer trp 
AlHncfusfva: Budtan mare out ot Mtotoxrn Choice, who never ran 
CheKworth VI: Only appearance (to a racacowse was when pranwient tor 10f before 
taing-aff behtod Ol Motfier n a Worcester bumper n Jve 'B97 
Gaye Gordon: Rnished weHieaten «i both her starts to bunpere. most recently be- 
htod R ub ae t le a Exeter (2m1t good to soft) last month 
- Give Mb Space: Looks capable ol wimng a race at ttis sort alter hw last effort when 
she had every chance when taEng three out a Exater (2m il good) 

Primitive Ste: A modest pomtor (2nd to a 3m potot a Mordon n May) who changed 
hands for ROOOgns a the Doncaster Augua sate 

Roboratte: Dual mares' bunper wraei most recently by 3 lengths at Folrestone from 

Macaw-Bay tocrease to dstenceon her tudteg debut shoirid suit 

Smokey Diva: Showed talent r> her two brarpers Including when 14 length 4fo d ntoa 

behtod Walter Strseford at Hereford Cm U good) last month 

The Big RockeOe: Made no mpacl on her ludfog txw* when wel-behind John Budi 

ai Cattenck (&n3L good to frmj earty this morth 

The Polecat: Showed gBreiw of abrity n a brenper at Haydock tel December but 
to need of nto when tafed-off behnd Buckskin Camao at Vtawicfc (an. soft) lad month 
Top Scholar Showed pomee to two txsrpers, most recently wfoen 4V: lengfos 5fo 
Mier prtteg hard earty rai. behind Daraiy Bel here (an. good to firm) to May 
VERDICT) TEMPESTUOUS LAOH a vary easy winner tat time wrth bags Of scope 
lor tether hiprovemert. stands out in a field where vary tew of the runners have hur- 
dtog aipenenoa Ot those who do, Give file Space looked unlucky whan fetag last 
Una and may make the strongest chafcnge to the selection, wtrie RobereOa has dona 
nothing wrong n her two burfoere and is worth wmhtog 

O 1 cl TANNERS CHAMPAGNE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
g" iq l £5.000 added 2m Penalty Value £3,581 

1 U2-TO FEFRUHWO (12) (CO) (P M FkM P ftch t) 11 6 YfUsraten 

2 334362 NON VINTAGE (11) (CD) (Abn Mann) M Chapman 7 rt 6 -WVtorttagton 

3 22-461 RIVBT WYE (12) (CD) (ttuteeti Warderers) GYWtey 6 fi 6 VSWtsry 

4 600-45 JACK (34) (J Hatoeel) J "fodi 6 Tl 0 RBatany 

5 IS1-2 SUPREME CHARM (46) (D)(B^pJfogflKBata6 HO NWBtaltfln 

6 00040 TEE TS TOO (160) (Saar &uce) C Jadcon 6 n 0 OBwroeap) 

7 120155 ZAHD (USA) p<)(D) (Ksito W R B oost) K B uie > 11 0 MARzgwafo 

6 OOPF ROYAL CBUDH (12) (G C Fart) 0 Vffcr a 5 C 9 GFRyan (3) 

BETTING: 136 Supreme Charm, 11>l Rhrar Wye, 9-2 Femifno, 7-1 Non Vintage. 9-1 Zatakf, 12-1 
Jack, 33-1 others 

697. Gate bfinOAP McCoy 3-1 (P MAs (to)) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Femiflno: Won orer C&O (good) to November, ha was unsutod by much stowar pace 
when 5 lengths 3rd behind Rter Wye (7b worse off) on softer gixtod tat tme 
Non Vintage: Expsnancad campaigner, seems out of form over hudea possfciy Art- 
tend by 16 length 2nd behtod Smolensk to a Ooncaete Em. good) handcap chase 
last ikne, staying an Ifiou^i tired horses after Cast earty pace 
Rfvar YVye: Made wtortng debut over lances after tsakn left n the isad from 6 out 
and crurang home 5 lengths dear of Wtostard l-M war C&D (good to soft) tat monlh 
Jade Has shown promse in troth outings wer fences, most reeanfly when (aktog on 
hot competition to be 32 lengths 5th to Mountato Storm et Kempton (2m good to soft) 
Supreme Charm: Vbry useful hurdter tat season, made cfeappototing chastog debut 
when, starling 2-5 few. finished 25 lengfos eocond to Over The Water (wtone* again 
stoce) a Kempton (2m At, soft) Wtorth another chance 

The The Too: Unsucoesste novice hreder. moved stabte since finishing 3t lengths 
rwith to a ricwice handcap chase atlAtarcester fZm, good to firm) to Jrty 
Zahld: A decent huder two seasons aga now makes he chasing dsbuL Looted un- 
aitad by soft gouid when 6 lengths ah behind Cashapterty el Wbrrw* (Sm) tat morth’ 
Royal CeUktt: Struggled a Mariiet Rason (2mlt heavyt two weeks ago 
VEHEHCE SUPREME CHARM mey have met an uranpectetty taterrted opponent 
when beaten on Ns chasing debut last month He lumped wel and was not grren a 
pura&htog race, and can make the most of the 6fc he gets from Rhrar Wye. Gerald 
ttrtfieyfe toprovfog chaser has shown a Bang for this mck and droid be more ertt- i 
ad by cond don a itoderfool than Femiflno. I 

|Q Ad\ LUDLOW CHRISTMAS PARTY STANDARD NH FLAT 
RACE (H) £1,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1^19 

1 0 BALMORAL SPRWG (24) (DerdTbtk^ K Baiey 5 11 4 RWakley 

2 BARTON WC (Stanley WCuri^ A Streeter 5114 — J Goteteto (5) 

3 GET ON GEORffi (Ftay Martheira) 5 ftockfoa* 4 Tl 4 XAbpimip) 

4 GOT NEWS FOR YOU (Mrs D A MefcaraQ N HMke 4 ii 4 TDascambe 

5 0 MEADOWS BOY (17) (Retard BkvanS) B Rang 6 H4 OMcPhdp) 

6 3 NORMAN RACQUET (66) (The Norman totnsnrifo) Mrs A JBoMby 4 it 4_S Duradk 

7 STAHTWG AGAW (CaptT AFtxs»)T Foster 4 11 4 JTizzard 

B 0 STtQOf MOIdfTS pW) (B E S T Racig) A Ssnefor 6 H 4 JlrJYNmg(7) 

9 0 8TONEMOUM1AMp7)(PdMBlPartrEn)PCf0rteBB6l14 Ur C Bom* 

V THE UGU GUtoO (Clamp Ofcten Co Ud) D LfcCSin 5 n 4 ACCayis(S} 

11 0- TRAVELLM5 HAN (38Z) (T A JoNmy) tas C JoNeey 6 1) 4 ....Jt WWgw (51 

V TURN UPTHEfCATIRKSlJ /tails) NHata4tt 4 GShwtatfiS) 

13 UU34-4 WHUE WALLACE (29) Uotn McKpth) 0 ONsI 6 11 4 Mehta Bra mn 

M 2- BOWL OF GOLD (437) (Sita ftetnashpl Hss V Wtans 5 D 13 1 Cummin* (S) 

« 0- INPQftft (234) (Gl«i) J M Grade/ 5 D 'O Jfc JCratay(51 

C 2 MACAWFBAY (2S (BF) (Gsry J Ffobert^ A Cent! 4 D Q UrS8tange(7) 

17 5 VHDHH1A p4) (Ms 2 S CbrtJ C Mortxk 5 O Q. Hr fl ForritaJ (7) 

8 WHDSGFT (D R Gardofo LW D Gandctfo 5 D T3_ Eltaband 

-iSdectaed- 

BETT1NG: 2-1 Boat Of GoU, 1 M MnwBteL 1 1-2 Norm RacquaL 7-1 auttog Agafo 12-1 Bbn 
ton Me, Gal On Gaorga, 20-1 Ttaveffing Ho, 2S-1 Baknoral Spring, Vebheda, 33-1 Othera 
897: No conespondng race 

FORM GUIDE 

Baknoral Spring: Royal FomtatogeUng. 20-1 and never n the hunt on debut vrtien 
43 lengths 14th of 22 to Edtfyb Son at MtorwUi (2m MH flaL soft) 

Barton ffle: Mchota BS gekfrig out of wtonlng hutfiar Ojtoh Majesty 
Get On George: Yard In good term. One to note to foe betting 
Got Neva Por Ybu: Posrtwe Stuament gekfing out of wtorfog Nader Madame ftfcy 
M aedwi a Boy: 33-1 and never raay to the fsravfoen 34 lengfos 8th ot Cto Oueene 
Harbour at Ttwceste (2m Mf flaL soff) ChaecKfared and Btely to need more tkna 
Nomran Recqueb Brother to the useful cheaer Remstat Wel badeed 8-1 ehance; one 
pace, when A'b lengfos 3rd of t2 to Did Msu Know an Itoaitan debut (2m1f NH fiat 
firm) Shoid be n the shake-up 

Starifog Again: Petoslo getting out of writing )xnper Lynemore 

Sticky Moments: 20- L aJed off Bh of » to Partanca Bey at Doncaster (2m MH fiat. 

soflj on debul to March 

Stone Mountekv 33-L never a factor whan 9th rt 13 s Chepstow on debut 
The Ugly (tamer. Gum 0 debutam. haNbralher to wrrtig fudbr Lady RamatodBr 
TraveWng Man: Chase-fared. Some marital support bul always bated when 9fo ot 
C to Kadou NonantaiB on dsbut at Hereford pm It Mf tbL good) a year ago 
Turn lip The Heat ftlnee Offeace gekJng out of winning hutfiar TrewtthiBn 
WBBeWtallaoe: Placed twice nsbr tosh pok*t50-Lm toueto to 3f out, 25 tongths 4th 
ot 7 to Court Campfonl on En^di debut rt Ludtow pn 761 Rat good) Plenty to find 
Bowl Ol Gokt Gldorsn mem out of smart chaser Bfchapa Bom Wel s^tported and 
prariatag debut tasn kepi oa 4 lengfos 2nd at « to tarries Glen u Bengcr( 2m « 
mares IMH flaL good) 14 months ago Yard a fonrida t ria trace to these av o n te . 

Imp an ny : 33-1 tost place halfway 45 tenths tlfo oMB to Hsevenly Gbw cxi debut 

at Hereford flm If rares NH Rm, good) n May. Somathfog more needed 

Bn r D ay: Sister to smart chaaar Ashwefl Boy WM backed 2-1 ft-tav, chased w*i- 

nar from 2f out whan btn 3 tenths by pmnous wtonar Roboretta on dabuf at R*®- 

atana (2m 11 mares 1*1 Fla, good to soft) Letarg contender again 

Vefatwda: Rafotad id a feat of chasng talent Prontitag debut when weakened ovar 

41 OUL » tenths 5th of 9 to Witar Stratford at Hereford (2m If mares Rat good) 

WahfagtR: Weld mare. hell-siaBr to wnting hunte Rsscrfy 

VEHDKTn judgjng by the market sniport Macaw (Tny was tuned to thaitteita for 

her Foregone debut so there may less n y woment than coddnormaly be arpected 

She ray tan to pfay second fktde again to BOWL OF GOLD, tanae yard Fas been 

carrying al before them n btmpers totefy. 


RACING/23 

More money pushed 
through for Mill 


TEETON MILL has joined See 
More Business at the bead of 
tbe market for the King George 
VI Chase on Boxing Day after 
sustained support yesterday. 

Ladbrokes and the Tbte cut 
the Venetia Williams- trained 
Hennessy Gold Cup winner to 
5-2 joint-favourite as punters 

seek a seventh victory by a grey 

horse since Desert Orchid’s 
first success in 1985. The Tote 
tightened Teeton Mill from 
100-30, while Ladbrokes had 
begun trading at 3-1 yesterday. 

“Since we started betting 
on the race on Saturday that 
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By Ian Davies 

has been the horse that every- 
one has wanted to know about,” 
Ladbrokes’ Andy Clifton said. 

“Other firms were bigger 
than us on Saturday morning 
but I think people have looked 
at the race and taken the view 
that only two horses can win it 

“It is only the fact that there 
has been good support for See 
More Business as well that 
has stopped Teeton Mill being 
outright favourite." 


KING GEORGE VI CHASE (3m) 

Hare (tag) Coal WnH» laftwkM & 

SrateiSMtaMpWfoafe) 94 W 52 

talon IMfrfcavWfarai >1 1H M 

tarataCri(Hrtikyl +i *i 72 

Sfa^OtatoqUaoabti 92 H 92 

EaonMlBBPMriBM ' jH 9j ID-1 

D«O«ogw0»Uc(MPpgi W CJ Vi 

Stepartacfa (RMteri 1M *i 

CaonaWHWOMta ZH 29i 

CytagajUPpe] dta dU 

TN» Gray Monlipttfac^ 2D-1 2S-f Z*-l 

I MriMpan (D tafootoi) »1 
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1999 CHAMPION HURDLE (2tn 110yds) 
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1999 CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (3m 2f 110yds) 

Horaaffanai Coral Malfl tatanta Stater 
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RAC I IMG RESULTS 


UNGFIELD 

Going: Standard 

12.40: (foi St apprentice haraficap) 

1. NOUKARI C Cogan 114 

2. MgMCtty P Dm 11-8 lav 

3. Wtiasaf P Fredericks 11-4 

Ahro ran: 9-2 Opera Buff (5tfi), 20-1 
Merry Prince (4th), 50-1 Inn On The Park 
(Bth). 

6 ran. a 2‘/,, B, 12, ia (winner bay gM- 
mg by Dsvs/wsn out of Notiffyia, tracked by 
P D Evans, at Wstefipool, tor Mrs L A Wint}- 
Bor) tore: wtotaao.ptoce3E2DQEi» Dual 
Forecast DI20 Computer Strain Fore- 
cast JT164 

1.10: (im 2t hancficap) 

1. ELHABUB P Fredericks 5-1 

2. Sm Glaroore Melody G Banfwel 12-1 

X Bank On Him J Quinn 8-1 

Also: 100-30 lav D Desnno («h) 5-1 Tar- 
radaJe (5th) 6-1 Mazsed (Bth) ri-1 Mez- 
znramc, 16-1 PrioreMoor. 16-1 Setette. 16-1 
Snontame, 33-1 Counsel. 33-1 GoWen 
Fawn, 33-1 Pppas Pride, 33-1 Wbnderboy. 
14 ran. A 17*. 2. V.. & (winner boy cob by 
Lion Cavern out of MBBon HbUbss. varied 
by Mbs Gay Kefleway. at LngftokL for Paid 

6 Andrew Swat field) Tbte: win C5S0; 
ptaes£140 £230, £200 OF: W«. CSF-. 
ESSS2. Tricast G435.U 

1^40: (51 auction maiden states) 

1. KAYO GEE T Sprake 16-1 

2. Barr Beacon L Carter 11-4 

3. Into OrbN W Ryan 3-1 

Also: 6-4 fov Prince Consort pjfo) 6-1 
C ani iti raba lch (4th) 2&-1 Kanstown Grt 25- 

1 Rfdcfla (Bth) 

7 ran. i % l 1 /,. iy., nk. ’/«. (winner bay ffl/y 
by Komots out of Oarttnd Miss Daisy, 
tranad by A McNae, a) Epsom, for Mrs E 
N Meld) Tote: wm 0700: places £500, 
£200. OP: CT35Q CSF: £5751 Aftsr a stew- 
ards' mqury, the result stands. 

2.10: (BL rassery, 2yo) 

1. LADY CAROLINE-. J Fa nn i ng 7-1 

2 Poly Ml Be C Cogan 5-1 

3. Prince Prospect WhBworfo 14-1 
Also: 5-2 tav Just WIz pfo) 4-1 Ranaaa 
6-1 Diamond Geezer. 8-1 Colage Bfoe. 9- 
1 Astrakan (4tti) 33-1 Con^ajn Akka (6fo) 
9 ran. t '/«. ’/«, 1 7.-, 2’h, ’/•- (mnner bay i»V 
by Hamas out ot Perfooto. trained by M 
Johnston, at MUdeham for Hertford Of9 
set Llmttad) Tbte: win £570; places £230 
£140 5X60. DF: £1750 CSF: £4055. Tno- 
ast £45015 

ZAO: (9L hancficap) 

1. PR I MO LARA P Roberta 9-T 

2. Ztggfn Dancer J Quinn 9-1 

3-Btway Prince fl Carter 8-1 

Also: 7-2 lav Stoafi. 11-2 Artie (4th) 7-1 
Thais Lite, 12-1 Juwwi (5th) 12-1 Krystal 
Max (6th) 12-1 Ruzen, 12-1 Soaked, 18-1 
Apglg Red, K-1 Speedy Classic. 33-t 
Bold Effort. 33*1 Sciraor Rfdge. 

14 ran. hd, 3, »/.. »/.. rfc (winner chesfout 
cob by PrimoDominio out ol Cten Barton. 
trained by P Harris, at Bokhamsted, tor 
Resplendent Racing Limited) Tbte: win 
£1250; places £250 £300, £250 DF: 
£4740 CSF: £8828. Traast £50654. Tot» 
Trifeda: W»5a 


3.10: (1m 2t handcap) 

1. SAMMY'S SHUFFLE 
N CartMe 7-2 Jt lav 

2. Rainbow Rate P Doe 9-1 

3. Double Flight A Ctarfc 25-1 

Also: 7-2 Jt lav Omar Morris. 9-2 Brown- 
ing (4th) 12-1 Aston Vlfla. 12-1 Barrier 
Ridge, 12-1 Tribal Psacs (Etht. V4-1 Memo- 
ry’s Music. 16-1 Dick Turpin. W-I S*<et 
Groom (5th) 20- 1 FaSanberg. 33- 1 Noble 
Hsro 

13 ran. 2. 2. sh-hd. V*. 3 (mnner bay colt 
by Touch Of Gray out ot Cabinet Shuffle. 
traned by R Flower, a! Jevmgtoa for Mrs 
G M Temnwiman) Tote; wi, £430: piaces 
£170, £350 £640 DF. £2850 C-SF: £3357. 
Tricast £64068. NR: WSd Notlla 

3^W. (71 maxlen stakes) 

1. RAINSTORM -J Qufnn 5-2 

2. Social Round T G McLaughlin 7-2 

a Primordial Jt Smith 14-1 

Also: 2-1 fav Kimono. 5-i La Peute 
Flamechs, 14-1 Mawkab |5ih) W-i Santana 
20-1 knperator. 25-1 Ftiegen. 25- 1 Manana. 
25-1 CtoMrts Hat 14OT. 25-1 Sabre Butt. 25 
1 Stent Pride (5th) 

13 ran. sfv ha 2. 9, r*. 2 (winner bay col t 
by Rainbow Quest out ol hatsine. traned 
by C Dwyer, at Newmarkei, tor Mrs Sh el- 
fey Dwyer) Tbte: wr £330: places £130. 
£T4Q, S4AO DF: Efttil CSF: £1227 
Jackpot: not won, port of C05U.7D earned 
forward to Ludlow today. 

Ptacapot r.WJO Qusdpot C6TC. 

■ Sihafi and Soaked failed to 
reach the 20th Century record of 
10 handicap wins in a Flat season 
yesterday. They finished eighth 
and 13th respectively in a handi- 
cap at Lingfieid won by Primo 
Lara. It seems unlikely now that 
either will improve on their nine 
wins of 1998 before the season 
closes. John Gilbertson, owner of 
Sihafi, who is trained fay David 
NichoDs, said: “He was murdered 
by Apollo Red on the first turn and 

bis ideal draw of No 1 didn't in fret 

do him any favours. Sihafi will be 
turned out on my smallholding 
near Hexham now and wfli reap- 
pear in April or May." 
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Return to France ’98: England coach stands by his decisions and believes he was a kick away from ultimate success 

Hoddle’s regrets too few to mention 


BY GLENN MOORE 

FbotbaU Correspondent 


THERE IS nothing Hfca a heroic fail- 
ure to blunt the critic's edge- To go 
down fighting against all odds strikes 
such a chord in British hearts that 
it evokes more admiration than a 
clinically achieved success. 

It is a curious habit and one 
which has brought succour to many 
a gallant loser from Jim Peters to 
Nigel Mansell. 

Glenn Hoddle’s England team 
were this year’s vanquished heroes 
and, six months on, the memories 
of summer still bring conflicting 
emotions. “Not regret, but sadness," 
said Hod die when we spoke last 
week. 

This has been a difficult month for 
the England coach. A dislocated fam- 
ily Christmas is to come, his em- 
ployers are in turmoil and he has had 
to endure a series of television pro- 
grammes raking over England's 
World Cup defeat to Argentina. 

The two remembrances of Eng- 
land’s match with Argentina were 
trying enough, he then had to sit 
through the BBC's Sports Review 
of the Year- which featured an elec- 
tronically created shot of David 
Batty scoring that penalty. 

“That was a bit of a shock,” he re- 
called. “TVe had very mhrari emo- 
tions watching all the programmes. 
In a way they are great to see but it 
is very hard to sit and watch. The Ar- 
gentina match was such an amaz- 
ing game, that's why they made the 
programmes. If we had got to the 
final and lost 3-0 they would not be 
making programmes like that” 

Indeed, any such programme in 
Brazil will, this Christmas, be more 
recriminatory than celebratory. 
Here the fact of defeat has been 
submerged by its nature. 

“People r ememb er our game as 
the best of tournament, like Italy v 
Brazil in 1982.” Hoddle said. “When 
I’ve travelled around since people 
talk about it and say what a great 
game it was. It has put us in the 
minds of people overseas. 

“When you are involved in the 
match it is difficult to appreciate it, 
you are focused on the game, but 
when you see the way it unfolded you 
realise how epic it was. It's then the 
emotions kick in. You also see how 
they got every decision." 

The most vivid memory is of 
Michael Owen's goal. When an event 
is seen so often on television the 
video images can sometimes sup- 
plant those of the moment hut Hod- 
dle’s mental recollection is still the 
one he saw from the bench. “From 
the first touch on the thigh, and the 
way it opened up, we knew imme- 
diately there could be something 
special happening. It was very sim- 
ilar to the way he got the penalty." 

Owen’s delayed World Cup en- 
trance was one of the most criticised 
aspects of England's campaign. 
Hoddle’s similar treatment of David 
Beckham and his choice of penalty- 
takers are also regarded by many, 
as serious errors. 

Hoddle remains as unrepentant 
now as then. 

“At the time Becks was not fo- 
cused. No one who is not working 
with a group of players can know 



That penalty, that diary. Glenn Hoddle has been buffeted by the critics of his performance as England coach but he is proud of that ‘epic’ encounter with Argentina 
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that But he’s been magnificent this 
season, the way he has dealt with the 
problems of the World Cup. 

“It was the same with nursing 
Michael into the tournament Look 
what happened to Ronaldo, he’s 
older and more experienced but he 
couldn't cope with it I’ve been there 
as a player; I know the pressures, it 
was the right decision. 

“As for the penalties. The four de- 
fenders were shattered, David Sea- 
man obviously wouldn't take one, so 
that left five. Batty was fresh, be was 
positive. It comes to keeping a cool 
head. I've been there. It’s not about 
practice it's a mental thing, you have 
to put everything out of your mind 
and be very positive.” 

Then there was the diary. Again, 
there are no regrets. “Whatever I did 
there was always going to be some- 
one having a pop. The book is an 
honest account of what was going 
through my mind at the time, a lot 


of people have said to me it is in- 
teresting and a lot have said what a 
lot of rubbish has been written 
about it 

“I knew there’d be people looking 
to have a go. I heard some of them 
got together beforehand and 
planned it" 

Personally l have no knowledge 
of such a conspiracy though it is not 
entirely implausible. That Hoddle be- 
lieves it suggests an embattled mind 
and, while he is bullish now, he ad- 
mits he was very low in the wake of 
England’s exit 

“The two to three weeks after- 
wards were a rrally bad time for me. 


I wouldn't say I was distraught but 
I found it very hard. I (fidift do much, 
just played with my children. Of 
course, the first thing my son want- 
ed to do when I got back was play 
penalty shoot-outs. He said: "You’re 
David Seaman, Fm Ronaldo.’ It was 
probably the best thing. If you had 
written a script it would have been 
the perfect ending." 

Hoddle had been due to return to 
France to cover a quarter-final 
match for television but pulled out 
"I said ‘I can’t face it’ but I went to 
the semi-final in Marseilles." 

This match, between Brazil and 
the Netherlands, also went to penal- 


ties and Hoddle said: *T wasn’t look- 
ing forward to itbutit was a bit like 
the hair of the dog. It got me further 
down the line. You never really get 
it out of your system but it helped. 

“I don’t look back on the tourna- 
ment with regret It is more a sense 
of sadness. If we had won that 
game, and we were so close, the be- 
lief in camp would have been such 
that we could have gone all the way" 
This, then, is much as expected. 
No regrets, just a belief that despite 
going out in the second round, Eng- 
land were a penally or a referee’s de- 
rision from winning toe tournament 
Not everyone would concur but it 


TOMORROW 


is Ronaldo still the world's greatest footballer? 
Richard Williams reports from Milan 


is possible. England played some 
spellbinding football that night in St 
Etienne and, though the Dutch and 
Brazilians barred the way, the con- 
fidence gained from beating Ar- 
gentina with 10 men would have 
been immeasurable. 

Instead confidence has ebbed 
away as the side have stumbled into 
their European Championship 
campaign. 

“There has been a hangover from 
the World Cup for many teams," 
Hoddle said [Denmark, Spain and 
Germany are other examples]. 
Teams like Sweden and Bulgaria 
could focus on the European Cham- 
pionships. The Czechs, for example, 
came second in Euro 96, but didn't 
qualify for the World Cup, and have 
now started off with a flyer" 

England resume their campaign 
against Poland in March but first 
face France, also at Wembley. “Peo- 
ple said 'dent play France' but, 


with Poland coming up, I wanted us 
to play at home with the pressure on 
us. It's a terrific match but, realis- 
tically; if we beat the world champi- 
ons 3-0 and then draw with Polan ' 
that’s not what I want, Fd rath' 
have the reverse." 

Paul Gascoigne may be involved. 
“Fm delighted he’s beginning to 
address his problems and we are 
monitoring him over a 12-match 
period With his ability he is going 
to have good games but we are not 
going to hear when he has an aver- 
age game." 

That suggests Gascoigne will 
need a lot of good matches to be se- 
lected and he may have to sus&^n 
his form until April to gain a recall. 
By then we may be closer to dis- 
covering whether Hoddle’s Eng- 
land will forever be remembered, 
like the athlete Jim Peters, for hero- 
ic defeat, or, like Mansell, become a 
success. 


Red, red Rosier 
remembers the 
City slickers 


IT HAS been an ignominious year for 
Manchester City, and the final ig- 
nominy must surely be that Uwe 
Rosier, the club's former much- 
loved striker is now playing for the 
Red Devils. The Red Devils of 
Kaiserslautern in Germany; that is. 

While City’s players negotiate 
new service station stops en route 
to the likes of Colchester and 
Bournemouth, it has been strictly 
business class for Rosier as Kaiser- 
slautern have manoeuvred their 
way into the European Cup quarter- 
finals. He is now looking forward to 
a trip to Bavaria and an all- German 
tie against Bayern Munich. 

“Fm 30 years old now and you 
don't often get the chance to play in 
the Champions’ League and to play 
for a team that can win something,” 
Rfisler said, explaining why he 

joined Kaiserslautern this summer. 
“That’s wfiy I decided to come back 
to Germany, because I still think Fm 
young and good enough to try and 
compete against the best" 

Rfisler, who was top scorer for 
three of the four seasons he was at 
City has not lost the goalscoring 
habit As the Bundeslipa enters its 
winter break with Kaiserslautern 
lying third. Rosier has scored four 
league goals and two in the German 
Cup- 

Most spectacularly, he grabbed a 
hat-trick after coming on as a first- 
half substitute in Kaiserslautern’s 
final Champions' League group F 

match against HJK Helsinki. Rosier 

also could not resist the opportuni- 
ty of working with Otto Rehhagel 


BY JOHN SlNNOTT 


Kaiserslautern's feisty 60-year-old 
coach. 

“When I was playing for Afagde- 
burg 10 years ago be tried to sign me 
when he was Werder Bremen's 
coach," Rosier said. “For some rea- 
son the deal didn’t come off. Re- 
hhagel knows bow to handle people. 
He never criticises players in front 
of the media; it’s always done behind 
closed doors. 

“A lot of players look up to him like 
a dad because he has so much life 
experience. It’s similar to what Alex 
Ferguson has done at Manchester 
United” 

Rosier says his return to Ger- 
many has been eased by the fact that 
both his fellow Kaiserslautern strik- 
ers, Olaf Marschall and JQrgen 
Rische, also come from East Ger- 
many. Indeed RflsJer played his first 
professional game alongside 
MarsehalL 

“We have a tong history togeth- 
er There’s competition for places, 
but we're friends and that malms It 
easier when someone isn’t starting 
or not playing for the whole 90 min- 
utes," Rosier commented 

Kaiserslautern, like City, are a 
club that like to do things different- 
ly albeit somewhat more success- 
fully. Last season Rehhagel's team 
became the first promoted side to 
win the championship since the 
Bundesliga started in 1963. “I had 
a fantastic time at City and it was a 
hard decision to leave,” Rbsler said. 
“But when 1 joined Kaiserslautern 



Dynamo Kiev insist their 
star men are staying put 


Uwe Rosier is in goals coring form for Kaiserslautern AUsport 


I felt from the first minute that 
there was a difi^ent atmosphere in 
the dub and a lot of positive think- 
ing. I saw the way they’d prepare for 
games. The players are only think- 
ing about winning. Before every 
game we go into a training camp. 
That’s harder for the players’ fam- 
ilies but for football reasons it’s re- 
ally good because it give us a lot of 

time to talk about tactical th ing s ." 

Rehhagel, according to Rosier; is 
a big fan of wingers, which imme- 


diately triggers a memory of the fun 
he had at City during his first two 
seasons. “At Kaiserslautern, An- 
dreas Buck is oo the right and Mar- 
tin Wagner on the left and they just 
run up and down the fine and cross 
balls,” Rosier said. 

“That’s great fora striker Kaiser- 
slautern are the only team in Ger- 
many that play this way. It’s film 
playing for City when Peter Beagrie 
was playing on the left and Nidqr 
Summerbee was on the right” 


UKRAINE 

THE “FOR SALE" signs hanging 
over the pick of Dynamo Kiev’s 
squad have been hurriedly hauled 
down now that the Ukrainians have 
landed a lucrative European Cup 
quarter-final against Real Madrid 
The surprise package of last sea- 
son's Champions' League after their 
return from a Uefe ban imposed for 
trying to bribe a referee in 1995, had 
run toe risk of being reduced to a 
nursery for rich Western outfits. Tbp 
of the shopping list was 22-year-old 
Andrfy Shevchenko, who first hit the 
headlines with a hat-trick in Dy- 
namo’s 4-0 trouncing of Barcelona 
at Nou Camp last yean 

When the Ukrainians made a 
shaky start to this season's Champ- 
ions' League campaign, Shevchenko 
and his strike partner Serhjy Rebrov 
were widely assumed to be Italy- 
bound by the newyean But, while the 
veteran full-back Oleh Luzhny has 
been sold to Benfica and Olexander 
Holovko has been on trial at Liver- 
pool, the rest of the squad will now 
be staying in Kiev to face the Euro- 
pean champions in March. 

“The feet that we qualified for toe 
quarterfinals means that none of our 
top players, including Shevchenko 
mid Rebrov, will be sold to Western 
dubs before the end of toe season,” 
saidadub spokesman, Alexei Seme- 
nenko. "Only veterans, like Luzhny 
and Holovko, who have done a lot of 
good for the dub, have been given 
permission to move abroad- Other 
than that, our team will stay intact" 
The Ukrainians, who make no se- 
cret of being unable to compete 
with Western dubs for wages, also 
sold their 30-year-old captai n . Van 
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Kalitvintsev to Turkey’s Thabzonspor 
last month. But toe dub president 
Hrybory Surkis, has maintained that 
Dynamo plan to keep their two key 
strikers, Shevchenko and Rebrov, 
and hopes the veteran former Sovi- 
et coach Valery Lobanovs ky can re- 
build another; highly disciplined, 
fast-breaking unit behind them. 

“They are not for sale," Surkis 
said recently, after persistent ru- 
mours of bids from Italian and Span- 
ish dubs. Shevchenko has said he is 
happy - for now - to stay in Kiev 
drawing a salary estimated by club 
officials at around £60,000 per year, 
a fortune by Ukrainian standards but 
a pittance for a world-class player. 

France 


CHARLES BIETRY the president of 
Struggling Paris Saint-Germain, re- 
signed yesterday. Reeling from a 
string of disastrous results, PSG. 

France’s richest dub, are in nth ner<uw» r 
place in the First Division. 22 points * ?? 0 H t of Politics. 

be ^? e h ' h “ de E^ I ? raein ^ mSKSSajP*?-* 

Tfre dub have been m crisis since 

Bietiy, a former sports journalist 
took over prior to the season. After 
a string of poor results, induding a 


< 

defeat by Israel’s Maccabi Haifa h 
the European Cup-Winners' Cup, thi 
coach, Alain Giresse, was fired. Bu 
results have not improved since Bi 
etry reappointed Artur Jorge a 
the coach. On Saturday, they wen 
beaten 2-0 by little Lorient and, t< 
add insult to injury, toe former PSC 
hero Patrice Loko hit both goals. 

Thailand 

peter wmiE is still a Thai national 

hero despite being caught up in £ 

coach -for- votes” scandal that 
rocked English football. 

It was revealed last week thattlf 
Football Association had paid pafi 
of Withe's salary as the Asian coun- 
try s coach in the hope that Thailand 
would vote for England’s bid to host 
the2006 World Cup in return. 

That, however; has not dented 
withe s popularity in Bangkok The 
fom^En^cenire-forwartitook 

toe way to the 
semi-finals of the Asian Games on 
home sod, after a sensational win 
just nine men. 
clear co . nsdenc e was 

c^ir, despite his part in the FA scan- 

afohJf, aSk ^ tOCOmeh «^t0d 0 



. • - — team lost me 
bronze medal pfoyn 
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Saints are 
hoping 
to catch 
‘the Train’ 


THE SOUTHAMPTON manager, 
Dave Jones, Clew in the Colombian 
World Cup striker Adolfo Valencia for 
transfer talks last night 

Valencia, known as "The Train”, 
could be snapped up by the Saints 
for a knock-down fee from his club 
in Bogota. Independiente Santa Ffe, 
but Jones wants to see him in train- 
ing first The 30-year-old has won 
over 60 caps for Colombia and wore 
the No 9 jersey at the World Cup fi- 
nals in France, so he would quality 
fora work permit. 

Valencia wants to cash in with a 
move to Europe after spending most 
'ijkjf his career in South America, al- 
though he had a spell with Bayern 
Munich in Germany. He has a rep- 
utation as a skilful goalscorer. 

Jones has been forced to look 
abroad by excessive domestic 
prices. He will also make a decision 
on the Peruvian striker, Waldir 
Perez, in the next 24 hours. 

Perez, 25, is rated at £2J>m by his 
dub Aiianza Lima. He does not 
need a work permit because he has 
an EU passport 

Steve McManaman will play a 
match today for the first time in six 
weeks. The Liverpool and England 
forward, who has rested a na ggin g 
Achilles tendon injury since early 
November will play in a specially 
arranged practice game against 
: jjadford City at the Anfield club’s 
Melwood training complex. 

The German Bundesliga dub 
TSV 1860 Munich have denied re- 
ports that they are interested in sign- 
ing Liverpool’s unsettled former 
German international striker; Karl- 
heinz Riedle. 

The 27-year-old German goal- 
keeper Stefan KIos is expected to ar- 
rive in Glasgow today to finalise the 


Celtic’s shares 
are ‘overpriced’ 


THE CONSORTIUM pushing for con- 
- trol at ’Celtic may hold off from 
making a formal bid for the dub, be- 
cause they believe it is overpriced 
as a consequence of their interest 
u group, led by the former 

vriaucqilayee Kenny D a l glish, and 
backed by Jim Kerr; Jim McAvuy and 
- the Bankers TVust are reluctant to 
pay above the odds for Fergus Mc- 
Cann’s 50.3 per cent stake in the F^rk- 

TODAY'S I 
, NUMBER 

lien 244 

I The number of votes won by | 
- « f I Zinedine Zidane, whose tu>o I 
; I- ] ! i L jSgdZs wi tbe 3-0 final ivm 1 
* ■ cWer Brazil helped France | 

" win the World Clip, in a 1 

poll for "tvorld player of the fi 
year " organised by the 1 

magazine France Football. S 

I Zidane u’on the award by a 1 
margin of 1 76 votes ahead B 
of Davor Suker of Croatia . I 


mit 


head dub. They first approached the 
Celtic managing director in October 
following confirmation that McCann 
will be leaving at the end of this sea- 
son. The consortium's fear is ex- 
pounded by the Simple Minds singer 
Ken; who said; “You don’t want to be 
paying more for something just be- 
cause it has your name on it” 

Making a formal bid would cost 
the consortium around £lm in legal 
fees and it is understood they are un- 
willing to make that move at the 
what they believe to be the inflated 
level of the current share price. 

The consortium met advisers 
yesterday in an attempt to clariiy 
their next move. Celtic have chal- 
lenged the consortium to lift the 
confidentiality regulations which 
are preventing both sides of the de- 
bate from disclosing what has been 
discussed 

Since Celtic’s rejection of the con- 
sortium's proposals last Friday, the 
consortium have broken their sDence 
but left several issues unanswered 
by citing confidentiality Dalglish's I 
only comment yesterday was to af- 1 
firm: “We are not about to go away. . 
We have major finance in place and i 
will continue to pursue the issue.” I 
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FOOTBALL 


By Alan Nixon 

details of his protracted £700.000 
move to Rangers from Borussia 
Dortmund. 

Rangers are also expected to tie 
up the £100.000 signing of the North- 
ern Ireland Gnder-21 international 
midfielder Lee Ffeeney from Linfield 
later this week. 

Port Vale yesterday completed the 
£175,000 signing of Tony Rougiei; the 
Hibernian winger, but anticipate 
problems securing a work permit in 
time for the Trinidad and Ibbago in- 
ternational to play over Christinas 
or in the FA Cup tie with Liverpool. 

The former England striker Mark 
Hateley. who was dismissed by Hull 
City earlier this season, has con- 
firmed he is talking over a possible 
return to management with the 
Scottish League club St Mirren, 
who sacked their manager, Tony 
Fitzpatrick, last week. 

There are fears that the special 
influence enjoyed within world foot- 
ball by the four home nations may 
be under threat Since the end of the 
Second World War; England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland have 
been guaranteed the exclusive right 
to nominate a Fife vice-president be- 
tween them. But that privilege now 
seems likely to be challenged, due 
to the allegations of corruption 
aimed at the Fbotball Association's 
chairman, Keith Wiseman. 

A motion calling for the end to that 
right is set to be debated at special 
congress of football’s world gov- 
erning body in Los Angeles in July 
next yean Scotland's David Will is 
currently the home nations’ Fife 
vice-president 



Ty Law, of the New England Patriots, hangs on to a pass intended for San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Terrell Owens AP 

Inspired Falcons fly high 
on emotion to claim title 


WITH JUST one week remaining in 
the regular season, the play-off pic- 
ture is finally starting to make sense. 

! In the NFC, the Minnesota Vikings 
clinched home advantage through- 
out the play-offs with a remarkable 
50-10 humiliation of the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, while victories for the Dal- 
las Cowboys and the Atlanta Falcons 
confirmed their continued partic- 
ipation into January. The Green Bay 
Packers and the San Francisco 49ers 
have earned wild card berths, while 
the final spot wiD go to either Arizona, 
Tampa Bay or the New York Giants. 

In the AFC. Denver, Jacksonville 
and the New York Jets are divisional 
winners, while Buffalo and the New 
England Patriots have secured wild 
cards. Barring a late season collapse, 
the Miami Dolphins should see off 
the challenge of the Tennessee Oil- 
ers to claim the last place. 

The most emotional game of the 
weekend came in Detroit where the 
Atlanta Falcons secured only their 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


BY NICK HALLING 

second NFC West title with a 24-17 
win over the Lions. The win was 
achieved without their head coach. 
Dan Reeves, who underwent 
quadruple heart bypass surgery 
last Monday but there is little doubt 
that bis absence acted as a source 
of inspiration for the team. 

’This win today was special, just 
special,” said the running back 
Jamal Anderson, whose one-yard 
touchdown run in the fourth quar- 
ter secured victory “It was a little 
scary but I'm glad he got to watch 
us win. He’s a good man.” 

Under Reeves' shrewd guidance, 
the Fblcons have enjoyed the best 
season in their history, but Sunday’s 
joy was tempered by the news that 
the coach has been readmitted to 

hospital in Atlanta, w atching hi«s 
team triumph on television at home. 


Elsewhere, the New England Pa- 
triots booked their place with a 24-21 
triumph over the - San Francisco 
49ers. The kicker Adam Vinatieri, 
converted a 35-yard field goal as time 
expired to win toe game, but the real 
hero was the quarterback, Scott 
Zolak Pressed into service because 
of Drew Bledsoe's broken finger 
Zolak made only his second start in 
six years, but threw a pair of touch- 
down passes and providing the ma- 
turity and motivation needed in a 
tense situation. 

There was also plenty of motiva- 
tion for the Arizona Cardinals, who 
are now one win away from their first 
post-season appearance in 16 years 
following their narrow 19-17 triumph 
over the New Orleans Saints. Trail- 
ing by a point, the Cards prevailed as 
time expired when Chris Jacke 
nailed a 36yard field goal Arizona will 
qualify for the play-offs if they beat 
the San Diego Chargers next week. 

However, the Minnesota Vikings 


will now be established as Super 
Bowl favourites following their de- 
molition of Jacksonville, Admittedly, 
the Jaguars were forced to start 
their rookie quarterback. Jonathan 
Quinn, but he cannot take sole re- 
sponsibility for another awesome 
Viking performance. 

Minnesota's quarterback, Randall 
Cunningham broke his non-throwing 
hand in the game, but still complet- 
ed three touchdown passes. Even the 
defense got into the act, Jimmy 
Hitchcock intercepting a Quinn pass 
and returning it 30 yards for a touch- 
down. The kicker, Gary Anderson, 
converted four more field goals to ex- 
tend his NFL record streak he has 
yet to miss this season. 

The VDdngs need 12 points from 
Saturday's game with the Ten- 
nessee Oilers to break the all-time 
NFL record of 541, set by the Wash- 
ington Redskins in 1983. The Oilers 
need to win to keep their slender 
play-off hopes alive. 
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Skelton 
saves 
his best 
till last 


EQUESTRIANISM 


BY GENEVIEVE MURPHY 

NICK SKELTON had to wait until the 
final day of this year's Olympia Show 
Jumping Championships before 
recording his first win of the meet- 
ing. with a wonderfully polished dis- 
play of speed and precise turns. 

Riding 13-year-cld Virtual Village 
Showtime. Skelton won the Euro- 
sport Christinas Hamper by 1.31 sec, 
beating Ireland's Trevor Coyle on Vi- 
valdi and Britain's Di Lampard on 
Equity. 

It was a timely victory, since 
Skelton is about to be dropped from 
the Virtual Village team. Now look- 
ing fora new sponsor, he knows that 
winning is the best means to that 
end. He had produced a class round 
against the clock when riding Hopes 
Are High in the Traxdata World 
Cup qualifier on Saturday, when he 
achieved the fastest time only to top- 
ple a plank off the final fence. 

Showtime, owned by Sue Welch 
and who has twice won the Horse of 
the Year Show Grand Prix, has been 
with Skelton for seven years. The 
mare may be slightly overshadowed 
nowadays by the younger Hopes Are 
High, but she can still produce some 
sparkling performances. 

After his own swift round Skelton 
had been particularly worried by two 
of his remaining opponents: John 
Whitaker and Belgium's Philippe le 
Jeune. Whitaker was eliminated 
when 1 8-year-old Virtual Village TO?1- 
hazn he knew better than his rider. 
Landing over the fourth fence, toe 
horse should have turned left In- 
stead he jumped the fence immedi- 
ately ahead of him and that was the 
end of Whitaker’s chance. 

Le Jeune had been nipping round 
smartly until his mount, Valiska 
Fbrevec was caught unawares by the 
penultimate obstacle which was a 
small “bounce" - a double in which 
there was no room for a non-jump- 
ing stride - and he stopped there. 

Beat Mandli, from Switzerland 
won the earlier P&O Events Christ- 
mas Eve Six Bar on Gravur 004 - a 
nine-year-old he has been riding for 
only three weeks. “He is very care- 
ful and has a good brain," Mandli 
said after jumping four clear rounds 
to gain his first win with the horse. 

Second place was shared by An- 
drew Davies on Satchmo and Ger- 
any's Rene Tebbel on Le Patron. 
Davies, whose yard is on Cardigan 
Bay in Wales, had only entered his 
mount at the last moment and it 
must have seemed like a silly idea 
when he had a crashing fell in the 
collecting ring before his first round 
He nevertheless jumped three clear 
rounds in the arena, before having 
one error on his fourth appearance. 

Davies used to ride Skelton’s cur- 
rent top mount Hopes Are High, and 
he was distressed when David 
Broome (then the owner) decided in 
June on a change of jockey. The 

24- year-old Davies has a natural tal- 
ent, which was recognised yesterday 
when he received the Raymond 
Brooks-Ward Memorial Trophy, 
which is awarded to the rider aged 

25- or-underwho shows the most po- 
tential. 


Devils’ hot streak puts Superleague summit in sight 


CARDIFF DEVILS can close toe gap 
on the Sekonda Superleague lead- 
ers, Manchester Storm, to just one 
point with victory at Newcastle 
Rive risings tonight 

Paul Heavey's side have won 
seven of their last eight league 
matches, with their only blemish dur- 
ing that run coming against Storm. 
In winning their last four; including 


ICE HOCKEY 


a 5-2 embarrassment of the grand 
slam champions, Ayr Scottish Ea g les, 
last Saturday, Cardiff have only con- 
ceded four goals. 

Breaking down a defence that 
tight wifl prove to be the biggest 
problem for toe Cobras coach, Alex 
Dampier. “They are one of the 


strongest teams in toe league now. 
Goaltendmg is one of their key 
areas with Derek Heriofeky having 
put in some inspired performances 
this season, along with Stevie Lyle. 

“Their defence is also very solid 
and can contribute to the offensive 
side of their game, with Kip Noble 
being one of the highest scorers on 
toe team. But toe biggest problem 


is that they can score from any- 
where," he said. 

Cobras, in contrast to Cardiff's 
form, have lost three of their last four 
and are second from bottom. 

But Heavey knows Newcastle 
have the ability to pull off a shock. 
“We haven’t played them since the 
opening game of the league season. 
But all three matches have been 


close with no more than two points 
separating us," he said. 

Ayr left London on Sunday won- 
dering how they foiled to take two 
points with them after dominating 
their dash with the Knights. The 
Scots had to settle for a share of the 
spoils after being held to a 2-2 draw 
in overtime by the Superleague's bot- 
tom team. 




SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 180 resorts 

Fra. obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone Or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
I the fax lists codes for 1 80 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 OO 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Area 

open 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 

..60% 

Packed powder 

70 

100 

.70% 

Man-made cover 

10 

30 

.80% 

V good higher up 

5 

75 

,.B5% 

Firm packed snowl&O 

215 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 OO 601 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 

Calls to 0901 cost fOp per min. 0906 


ANDORRA 

Soldeu 

AUSTRIA 

BKK 

Mayrhofen . 
CANADA 


Les Deu* Aipes40% Upper runs good 50 130 21.12 -2C Poss snow 

Les Menu Ires 50% Upper runs good AO 90 21.12 -3C CJoucfy 

iTAiy 

Cavaiese 70% Partially open runs 30 AO 02.12 -2C Light snow 

San Cassiano 20% Man-made cower 10 AO 28.11 -5C Cloudy 

NORWAY 

Gello ...._ 30% Firm packed snow 20 30 1A.12 OC Settled 

SWITZERLAND 

Nendaz AD% Mont Fort glacier gd20 60 12.12 3C Cloudy 

UNfTED STATES 

Kiilmgton AO% Packed snow 55 90 27.11 OC Changeable 

information supplied by 5*i Hotline 

cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


UU 003 


121 




IE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 
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AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

NFL: New England 2A San Francfsco 21: 
Green Bay 30 Tennessee 22; New Ybrti Gi- 
ants 23 Kansas Chy 7; PinsbmEh 2A Gncm- 
nari 25; Carolina 20 St Louis 1 3: Chicago 
2A Baltimore 3: Decroft 17 Arlan ta 24: San 
Diego 10 Oakland 17: Seattle 27 Indi- 
anapolis 23: Arizona 1 9 New Orleans 1 7; 
Dallas 13 Philadelphia 9: Minnesota 50 
Jacksonville 10. 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W L PF RA 
-New York Jccs —.1 1 4 385 256 

MUml 9 5 279 206 

tSuffelo 9 6 355 300 

tNeat England .... 9 6 327 746 

Indianapolis 3 I) 291 417 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

-Jadtsoneffin 10 5 371 335 

Bnne»»ef 8 7 314 294 

Pittsburgh 7 8 260 282 

Baltimore S 10 250 325 

Chxfaaad 3 12 769 417 

WESTERN DIVISION 

•Denver .13 1 457 257 

Seaom .8 7 351 787 

Oakland B 7 264 325 

Kansas Otj — . ..6 9 296 339 

San Diego - 5 IO 228 376 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DfUtStON 

-Dallas 9 6 358 268 

Arizona 8 7 309 36S 

Nm 1 tort Giants 7 8 267 299 

WaxUnnoo 6 9 312 398 

ratadeTpibta 3 12 151 324 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

'Mnaesata .14 1 530 280 

tGraefl Bay 10 5 392 306 

lamps Bay 7 8 279 795 

Detroit 5 ID 296 359 

CUojo 4 11 263 35? 

WESTERN DIVISION 

'Atlanta 13 2 404 273 

Kan Francisco II 4 447 309 

NanrOitaans .6 9 272 314 

St Usuis 4 II 26$ 340 

Carolina 3 12 309 394 

* moo dhrisloa; t through to play-offs 

CRICKET 

EXHIBITION MATCH {USeTOnEten, KZ, : 
One-day): New Zealand W 304-6(5 Flem- 
ing 73. M Home 64]; Intflan XI 238-6. New 

Z»had XI wen by by 88 runs. 





TOUR MATCH (Pietermaritzburg, 5A. 
third day of four): West Indies 375; 
South Africa A 188-4 <S Koenig 521. 
SHEFFIELD SMBJ3 (Brisbane): Tas- 
mania 229 and 110-2; Queensland (64 
and 173 (C Miller 3-29, G Rowell 4-941. 


Tasmania won by etoM wickets. (Syd- 
ney): New South Wales 360 and 79-2 (S 
Warns 0-22). Victoria 438-9 dec (M Mon 
105). (Perth): Saudi Australia 503-6 dec 
and 84-5: Western Australia 354-a dec (D 
Manyn 123). 

EQUESTRIANISM 
OCTMPIA SHOW JUMPING CHAMPI- 
ONSHIPS: Enrosporr Christmas Ham- 
per: 1 Virtual Vffiage Showtime |N Skelton. 
GB) 37.10sec 2\fiokS (T Coyle. irt) 36.41 : 
3 Equity (D Lampaid, GB) 38.71. PAO 
Events Christmas EaeSfai Ban 1 Gravur 
(B Mancfi. Swit) 4 dear rounds; =2 Satch- 
mo (A Davies. GB): Le Patron (R letobel. 
Ger) 4 faults In 4th round. R j yimwd 
Brooks-Ward Memorial Trophy (rider 
aged 25 nr undes showing grormst po- 
tentlal for Future success): A Davies. 

FOOTBALL 

Hewlett-Packard Limited will end 
their sponsorship of Tottenham af- 
ter the current season. 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stared 

AUTO MflNDSatEratS SHIELD Northern 
section imt round: Notts County v HuH Oty 
(7.45). 

BB3SUKH CNAUfiwe TSOfW Svaod 
round: Fantborough v Rush den [7,451. 
RVMAN LEAGUE Prowl fr DMakuc Car- 
shalton v Enfield Second DMstan: Abing- 
don Town v Hirwerfortl; Banstead Athletic v 
Horsham: Barkkw v Harlow; Bedford Town v 


Leighton: Bracknell v Wokkwham Town: Edg- 
wore Town v Norttntood: Heme! Hempstead 
v Hertford Iowa Marlow vlhameUtd: Wind- 
sor 6 Eton V QWfbnt St F«er, Whcnhoe lawn 
vwutum «m*i. TOrd DMAs Avdey v East 
Thunock Uid; Crarion Athletic v Lewes, Dork- 
ing v Epsom S Ewell: Egnam v Camhertey: 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Arsenal are giving a trial to Andres 
Open a 21 -year-old Estonian in- 
ternational forward who plays for 
Flora Tallinn. 

PONTtNS LEAGUE Second Division: 
Postponed: Newcastle v Shrewsbury: 
TUrd Mitston: Wigan v Bury. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First Division: Luton 3 Tottenham 0. 
Postponed: Cambridge v Brentford; 
Reading v Mlliwan. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Fixture change: Frl 19 Feb: Sheffield 
Utd v Bradford Gey (from 20 Feb). 
SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Scottish 
Premier League: Kilmarnock 2 [Wnght 
29. Durranr pen 86] Dundee United 0 Bri- 
tan League: Internationale 4 (Cauer 59. 
Zamorano 77, Baggio 87. Zanetd 89) 
Roma 1 (Paolo Sergio 37). German 
League: Werder Bremen 2 (Bogdaiwlc 
45. 47) Henha Berlin 1 (Preen: 47). Span- 
ish League: Tenerife l (Makaay 49) Ex- 
tremadura 1 (Velamazan B3) Valladolid 0 


tubal 1 Chaves 0; Benflca 3 Academica 
Coimbra 0: Braga l EstreJa da Amadora 
1 . Datdi League: NEC Nijmegen 0 For- 
tune Sit card 3. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


H'Xnehureti v Fort UW; Southall v Kingsbury 
Tbwm. Tilbury v Clip too: Ware v Cheshunc. 
Wingate & Finchley » Corinthian Casuab 
League Cep second round: Hendon v 
Gravesend fi North fleet. TWrd round: Hamp- 
ton v Leather-head. Puma Cup second 
round: BaSnjstoke Town v Bognor Regis 


Town. Harrow Borough v Romford; Walton & 
Hersham v Stamh Town: Worthing v Alder- 
shot Tcwn. ibadand Irephj seated romuh 
Abingdon Town v Egham W«i. 

UNIBOND LEAOui Presltlaofs Cap Sec- 
ond roumfc Gufcetey v EfrOyfeden. S e uu od 
round repl ay S talybridge v Gaonsborotigh- 
JCWSON WESSEX LEAGUE CUP Second 
round second leg: Thateham town v IMnv 
borne Town. 

SCREWF1X DIRECT LEAGUE Premier D*- 
■Hloeu BiShap Sutton v Bri Sport BriSlington 
v Taunton Town 


ICE HOCKEY 
SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE: London 
Knights 2 Ayr Scottish Eagles 2 lofl- 
NHL: Ottawa 2 Dallas 3: Phoenix 4 New 
York Islanders 2: Philadelphia 2 Tampa Bay 
2: Chicago I Los Angeles 4. 

SAILING 

SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL REGATTA 
Finnl results alter four days: Soling 

dass: 1 A Beadsworth. B Pbridn. R Syden- 
ham (GB) 1 Tpts. 2 N Whitt ry D EdiKVdS. 
J Grace |Aus) 1 3: 3 I Walker. N Dreman. 
5 Jackson (Aus) 1 6. Ocher GB: 4 L Smith. 
O Stewart. R Cruich shank 20 
Laser class: 1 B Alnslle i.GBi 11.2 R 
Scheldt (BO 12: 3 M Blackburn (Aus) 15. 
Ocher GB: 5 P Goodiscn 25. 

Finn dass: 1 F Loof (Swe) 29: 2 M 
Kusznierewlcz [Poll 35: 3 X Rohart (Ft) 
48: GB: 4r I Percy 56. 11 R Seen house 
103. 

49er dass: 1 A Beashel. T Czlstamki 
(Aus): 2 C Nicholson, E Smyth (Aus): 3 
M Larson. K Hall (US). GB; 7 A and! Bud- 
gen; 10 P Brotherror. N McDonald. 
Europe dass: T C Brouwer (Neth) 
13pts: 2 S Blanc k (Ausl 21: 3 M Cole- 
man (Iri) 27. GEhlAJ Singleton 49. 24 
D Wlnstanley 69. 


JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision (7 «5): Lewesiott Town v Great Yar- 
mouth TOwn: Newmartrt Town « Ely Ory. 
Soham 'town Rangers v Sudbury liwin. 
CALOR COUNTY ANDOM 5MELD Quarter- 
Ihwlr- f~,l — ri — nr vPil 1 ) — *•*- Lame v Unfieki 
PONTWS LEAGUE CUP Group Five: Oka- 
ham » Stockport 17.0). 

JUJON INSURANCE COMBBUOlONFIrvt Di- 
vision! Fulham v Wbribledon (1 .0); Peteriw- 
ough* Ipswich (7.01; Ftircsmaitn vGiDnriunc 
Wationfv West Ham. 

THE TIMES Nl YOUTH CUP Third round: 
Aston Villa v Hull aty (7.0). 

ICE HOCKEY 

SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE: Newcastle 
RtuerMngS * tan* If Devils (7.30). 


SNOOKER 

IRISH OPEN (Dublin) Rnab M Williams 
(Wall hc A McManus (Sco) 9-4 (Frame 
scores (Williams firsr).' 62-26 64-8 64-20 
44-96 79 - 4 I35-(I0I P tea* 1-0 v7-60 
49-53 7-Pf 69-1 75-16 042 107-Oi 

SKIING 

MEN'S ALPINE SKIING WORLD CUP 
SUPER -G (Innsbruck, Am): 1 H Moier 
(Aut) Imin 23 52sec: 2 C Mayer (Aut) 
1-24.28. 3 F Set obi (Aur) 1.24 29; 4 S 
Ebertianer (Aug 1:24 31: S R Salzgebei 
I Aut) 1:24.32: G H Knauus (Aut) 1 2S.33; 
7 P Wirth (Aut) 1:24.39: 8 A Sch.ffcrer 
(Autl 1:24.43. 9 W Franz |Aur) 1:24.46. 
10 L Paulsen (Nor) 1:24.53 DueradI 
standings (after 12 events): 1 Maier 
(Autl 540pes: 2 L Kjus (Nor) 537. 3 May- 
er 462. 4 Eber barter 453: 5kA Aamodr 
[Nori 425:SSchifreter 254: 7 Knauss239: 
8T Srangassinaer (Aut) 2 16: 9 M VonGru- 
erugen (Swit) 210; lOFranz 198. Super- 
G (after three races)? 1 Mater 2BD: 2 
Eberiiarner 230; 3 Mayer 152. Nations 
Cup (mu aad nontea combined): 1 
Austria 5.699; 2 Norway 2.296: 3 Italy 
1.992: 4 France 578: S Switzerland 345. 

TENNI5 

BRITISH WTA CHRISTMAS SINGLES 
(Queen's dub, London) First round: 

A Cooper (Suffolk) bt C Grier | Surrey) 7-5 

6- 7 6-4: A Blow (Lelcl br C Gunn (Hants) 

7- 5 6-2. Second round: H Lawson 
(Bucks) bt J Keene (Warks) 6-4 6-1: N 
Woodhouse (Nor Folk) bt L Colllpson 
(Oron) 6-3 6-2; D Hock (Lancs) br C Girter 
(Notts! 7-6 7-6: C Coombs (Kent) bt D 
Beil (Surrey) 6-2 6-3: J Osman iSusse*) 
bt L Naqushbandl lEsset) 6-7 7-5 6-2: 5 
Gregg (Yorks) bt C Malyon (Kent) 6-7 6-4 
6-3iTWhite (Nontianrs) bt A Cooper (Suf- 
folk) 7-5 7-5. A Keocliaudne (Mifld*) bt 
A Blow I Leici 7-5 6-2. TMrd roumfc K 
Warns- Holland (Dorset) br Lawson 6-3 fi- 
ll Woodhouse bt L Herbert (Herts) 6-1 
6-4: H Collin (Surrey) bt Hoo 6-2 6-1: C 
TayJc# (Oxon) be Coombs 6-3 7-5: Osman 
bt L Perkins (Durham) 6-1 6-1; H Crook 
(Esse*) bt Gregg 6-2 6-2: White bt J Daw- 
son (5u5se»i 6-3 6-4. L Jelfs [Owsnl bt 
Keothavong 6-2 6-2 
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TS P24 A KING EDWARDS IN HIS PRIME P21 



Di Canio disputes suspension 


PAOLO DI CANIO yesterday ap- 
pealed to the Premier League 
against a two-week suspen- 
sion imposed upon Him by 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

EH Canio is now nine days 
overdue from a period of com- 
passionate leave - he was al- 
lowed home to bring his wife, 
Elisabetta, and baby daughter 
back to England. Hie 36year*old 
striker’s non-appearance led to 
Wednesday suspending him for 
14 days without pay from 12 De- 
cember; a r uling which has in- 
furiated Di Canio. 


FOOTBALL 


BY IAN PARKES 

Wednesday’s secretary; Gra- 
ham MackreD, said; “I under- 
stand from the Premier League 
he has appealed against the im- 
position of our suspension for 
his failure to report back." 

Di Canio would be eligible to 
return in Saturday's home 
match against Leicester after 
an ii-game suspension for his 
shove on referee Paul Alcock . 

Wednesday are threatening 


to place Di Canio on the trans- 
fer list as he remains incom- 
municado in his wife's home 
town of Term, near Rome. The 
striker’s agent, Moreno Roggi, 
has since said Di Canio is suf- 
fering from stress and depres- 
sion and is unlikely to fly back 
until 4 January at the earliest 
He said a doctor’s certificate 
verifies the illness, leaving 
Wednesday with no grounds to 

enforce the suspension. 

Mackrell said; “I think we 
can now assume he will not be 
available for our game on Box- 


ing Day and will remain in 
Italy for the time being. Wb are 
hoping he mil return but any 
suggestion of us flying out to 
talk to him are out of the ques- 
tion. He is a contracted em- 
ployee of Sheffield Wednesday 
Football Club and we are enti- 
tled to expect him to work." 

A hearing will be held next 
month, with the relationship be- 
tween club and player almost 
at breaking point Di Canio has 
already been fined a staggering 
£78,000 by the dub and the 
Football Association, added to 


which were the £12,000 in legal 
costs for his disciplinary com- 
mission bearing. 

The referee Paul Durkin, 
who sent off Arsenal’s GQIes 
Grimandi during the Gunners’ 
victory over Leeds on Sunday 
has dismissed the French- 
man’s Haims that be did not 
head-butt Leeds’ Alan Smith. 
Durkin said: Tm not even con- 
templating changing my mind.” 

Grimandi declared in- 
tention to appeal after becom- 
ing the fifth Arsenal player to 
be sent off this season. 


“I never touched the other 
player with my head and I 
would fike the authorities to look 
at my case,” Grimandi said. 
“There was a foul on me in the 

first place. All I did was put my 

head forward to let the other 
player know I was not happy 
about the fbuL I honestly did not 
make any contact I have never 

done that in my life, not hit 
someone else with my head. 

“At first I thought the referee 
was going to show me the yel- 
low card and I (£d not think that 

was fain When he pulled out the 


, *..V» : : V'-V 


red card, I couldnot believe it,” 
Grimandi said. 

Arsenal’s manager; Arsene 
Wenger; joined Grimandfs de- 
fence, saying; “Grimandi was 
badly fouled two or three times. 
And then the guy stamped on 
him before he was sent off." 

But Wenger added that his 
defender was ill-judged in his 
reaction. “Grimandi made a 
movement of headhutting him 
but didn't touch hhn_ It was a 
bad reaction. He shouldn't have 
done it,” he said. 

Return to France *98. page 24 
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Austrians sweep 
to world record 


Honda 

heads 

.■ v 

back to 
Fl fray 


I MOTOR RACING 


HONDA MOTORS announced 
in Tokyo yesterday that it 
plans to return to the Fumula 
One circuit with a full, racing 
team in 2000, marking, the 
end of an eight-year absence 
from the . sport its engines 
once dominated. / 

The Honda president, ffi- 
royuki Yoshino, told repjwWs 
that a comprehehs^e team, 
using its own engulf chassis j£ 
and management* would “ 
begin full-scaletestingeariy 
next year with an eye pn the 
2000 championship..; 

The new team ■- means 
Honda's approach will be sim- 
ilar to that of the Italian con- 
structor Ferrari, which 
manages its owii team as well 
as making its own. engines 
and chassis. Other major car 
makers on the circuit supply 
their engines for independent 
racing teams to-use..x:.j; 1 , ; ... 

Honda had annqunced its 
intention to return; to the 
track earlier this year but 
had given no date for its 
comeback, which has teen 
the subject of much specula 
tion in the Japanese sports" 
press. 

Yoshino said that many of 
Honda's engineers joined the 
company out of an' interest in 
Fl racing and that the return 
would give a healthy boost to 
morale. 

He doubted that thecom- 
pany would be able towmthe 
championship during its first 
year back on the circuit, al- 
though it hoped tobeat Viable 
contender within thzeeyear^ 
r Honda took part mTTracJ 1 
mg as a full team hetween- 
1964 and 1968, winning two out 
of 35 races. 

However the manufacturer 
shot to prominence in the 
sport in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s when it dominated 
the constructors’ champion- 
ship, winning the title a 
record six consecutive years 
until 1991. 

Honda withdrew frejn 
motor racing after the <f|b- 
pletion of the 1992 circuit, 
stating that it had achieved its 
objectives in the sport 
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ACROSS 

l As I do righLfor exam- 
ple. one finds French 
diplomats here (4,6) 

6 Some theft, serious, of 
newts (4> 

9 Antipope is deposed as 
being out of place (10) 

10 Form of art produced by 
French firm (4) 

12 Men delay actively sup- 
pressing call in a round- 
about way (12) 

15 Outstandingly bad debts 
taken on, say, by man (9) 

17 Put off person with re- 
duced food intake aban- 
doning one (5) 

18 Almost cany can for 
Gospel writer (5) 

19 Robber and object of his 
attention near Glasgow 
(9) 

20 Advantage of road mark- 


ings where streets are 
paved with gold? (6,6) 

24 Woman's Liberal and 
radical (4) 

25 China expert but not 
Dresden (10> 

26 Some poseur overseas 
has new money (4) 

27 3,600 coulombs could 
cause Europe harm <6- 
4) 

DOWN 

1 Queen is on radio to 
pose some questions (4) 

2 A fish jelly (4) 

3 Pled in impassioned wav 
about work to foreman's 
other half? (12) 

4 This Irish nurse? 15) 

5 Artel’s redesigned with 
cunning but not with 
skill (9) 

7 Scare about English ve- 


hicle which is on US 
train (7,3) 

8 It suggests Tony's pen- 
niless (5,5) 

11 Domiciled men working 
for average rewards 
<fi,6i 

13 Proper car for US prop- 
erty (4,6) 

14 Machine to keep tabs on 
chicken? <lOi 

16 Company put up money 
to back popular move- 
ment's mysterious doc- 
trine (9) 

21 She was all tears in 
throwing up honour (5) 

22 British circle includes 
rising Rhode Island 
writer (4) 

23 Polaris is supported by 
sailor (4> 


HERMANN MATER followed in 
the tracks of his hero, Franz 
Klammer, leading a record Aus- 
trian sweep of the top nine 
places in a World Cup super-G 
in front of 20.000 fans yesterday 

It was the first major race 
held on Innsbruck's Patscher- 
kofel slope since the Austrian 
Klammer's memorable down- 
hill run for 197G Olympic gold 
and the most dominant per- 
formance by one country in 30 
years of the Wbrid Cup. 

French women had held the 
previous record when they took 
the top six spots in a downhill 
run in Abe tone. Italy, in 1968. 

An emotional Maier, who 
came away from the Nagano 
Olympics this year with two 
gold medals and the memory of 
an astounding downhill crash, 
said: ’1 was miles away from 
the ideal track today. I was so 
tired and was so wide going 
around the gates, I felt and 
must have looked like Franz 
Klammer in the *76 Olympics. 

“But I was obviously East 
enough for victory. We need 
more races like this - the spec- 
tators were amazing and the 
piste was perfectly prepared.” 


SKIING 


BY ADRIANA PONTIERI 

All-rounders have had a pun- 
ishing schedule with four races 
- two downhills and one giant 
slalom in Italy as well as the 
Innsbruck super-G - held in the 
last four days. 

Maiec who picked up his 
third victory of the season and 
14th overall by posting Imin 
23.52sec, snatched the lead in 
the overall standings from the 
Norwegian, Lasse Kjus. 

The former bricklayer, who 
is only in his third Wbrid Cup 
season, won the opening giant 
slalom in Sdiden and a super- 
G in Val D’lsfcre one week ago. 

“People who have said my 
form was so-so this winter for- 
get that this time last year I only 
had two season wins." said the 
26-year-old from Flachau. who 
has won every race he has en- 
tered on home soil in 1998. “I 
have extra motivation for home 
races and tend to fight more. 
Tm looking forward to all the 
Austrian races in January." 

Innsbruck has always been 
a good venue for Austrian 


skiers. Egon Zinumermann 
captured the downhill gold 
medal in the first Olympics 
hosted in the Tyrolean provin- 
cial capital in 1964. 

Maier and his eight other 
successful team-mates were 
congratulated by numerous 
former Austrian champions in 
the finish area - including 
Klammer, the 1980 Olympic 
champion Leonhard Stock, the 
1982 world champion Harti 
Weirather and the 1992 gold 
medallist Patrick Ortlieb. 

Yesterday, Maier beat Chris- 
tian Mayer by 0.76sec while 
Fritz Strobl stunned his own 
team-mates by edging Stephan 
Eberharter out of thiixl. 

They were followed by 
Rainer Salzgeber, Hans 
Khauss. Patrick Wirth, Andreas 
Schifferer and Werner Franz. 
The best placed non-Austrian 
was Norway’s Lasse Paulsen in 
124^3. 

“Second place was fine," 
Mayer said The best thing 
about the day were the crowds, 
the buzz and the fantastic piste." 

Austrian schoolchildren in 
the Tyrol were given the day off 
so that they could attend 
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Edmonson on a roll 


RiCHARD EDMONDSON, 
the Independent’s Racing 
Correspondent (pictured left), 
struck again with bis nap se- 
lection yesterday to maintain 
his lead at the top of the 
Racing Post tipsters’ table. 
Yesteniay’s success with 
Rainstorm at 5-2, followed a 


win in Saturday's big race 
with Torduff Express (9-2), 
while Alzoomo (33-1 ) had 
rewarded all of Edmondson's 
followers on the previous 
Saturday. Profit to a £i level 
stake this season on his nap 
selection now stands at 
£38.88. 
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by Beryl Bainbridge 

T said, ‘Mummy, what’s it like to be old?’ She said, ‘Inside, I’m still 25.’ Then her eyes filled 
up and a drop of water fell down her cheek. Two weeks later she died, alone 

And now I am old 


T hirty years ago, my mother travelled up 
from Liverpool to stay with me, some- 
thing she did every four months or so. 
It was winter and she wore her beaver 
fur coat, a garment so heavy in weight 
that she tottered under its load. Every 
time her taxi halted outside, I ran to the 
door with love and pleasure in my 
heart An hour or so la teethe feeling had 
evaporated and I wondered how I would get through the next 
four days: not because the love had gone but rather that it 
was blocked up: stemmed by circumstances. 

Nothing either of us did, or expected, hit the right note. I 
. hadn’t the proper cutlery; my hair needed cutting, penning; 
-me curtains needed washing; the children were lovely but 
that was accidental rather than a matter of upbringing. She 
always brought her ballgown, although she knew it was be- 
yond the dreams of avarice that we'd be going to such an out- 
landish event; she didn't notice the dean sheets on her bed; 
she played ’ Rummy with the children and openly cheated; she 
said her lamb chop was overcooked. When I moved too swift- 
ly, the tulle on her ballgown, hung from the top shelf of the 
bookcase, bUlowed out in reproach. Perhaps you can only realty 
love your parents whenlyou’re little - dependent. Later on, 
it’s adult versus adult ; 

Two days later we went to Brawn’s Hotel for coffee because 
she liked going to posh places. I couldn't really afford it, but 
I used the child allowance. If Fd have said I was short of money 
she'd have told me to come home. The day before she'd taken 
a bus to the Hilton in Park Lane, bought a newspaper, and 
insisted it be put in a carrier bag imprinted with the name 
of the hotel. When she got home she flashed the bag and 
boasted of how a gentleman caller had taken her out for tea. 


We sat there in Brown’s talking of this and that Yes, the 
floral displays were very nice: I might have a book published 
soon, maybe, nothing definite; the editor was rumoured to 
be having a breakdown. Her bridge partner, Minnie, bad 
thrown a wobbler at the Wine Testing Night; my brother Ian 
was doing very well in his law practice in Montgomery. He 
was up for Mayor: Tommy Sutton was on the way out... stom- 
ach troubles; she blamed the cow midden outside the 
kitchen window. Did I remember Charlie White and that night 
the hay fork had gone up his nose? 

I could tell by the look in her eyes that my hair was too 
lank. God knows, if we hadn't been related we’d have had noth- 
ing in common. Then, I said, out of nowhere, only not really, 
because I wanted to hurt her because she was hurting me: 
“Mummy, what's it like to be old?” 

I didn’t know her age; it was a closely guarded secret Now 
1 think she would have appeared to be in her early sixties; in 
reality she was 71, had a dicky heart and a show-off person- 
ality; the latter trait having no outlet she shuffled on to me. 

There was a man in Brown’s, at the next table, who had 
something wrong with his leg. He kept bending down and 
scratching. I was watching him when my mother made a funny 
sound, and when I looked at her I saw her eyes had changed 
She was really concentrating on me, as if I was really there. 
Fora second she was not my mother but someone real some- 
one outside of me. 

She said, “Inside, I’m still 25”, and her mouth worked as 
though she wanted to tell me something else, but no words 
came. Then her eyes filled up and a drop of water slid down 
her cheek and splashed on to that wretched fur coat; it hung 
a moment - 1 watched it - and soaked away. Two weeks later 
she died, alone, her teeth under die pillow and £3 in her hand- 
bag and her world. 


I saw her dead in the Chapel of Rest in Pbrmby, Lancashire. 
She was lying down in what looked like one half of a 
cardboard Easter egg with a paper frill all round. Her nail - 
varnish was chipped, and when I kissed her she was so icy, 
so hard, that the tear I dropped on to her cheek bounced 
on to the floor. 

I've been more fortunate than my mother. She was a prod- 
uct of the early part of the century, a time when women re- 
lied on men for financial support, for status, for a reason for 
their existence, in that they were the bearer of children and 
the keeper of the home. In my youth, if you weren't engaged 
before you were 20, there was obviously something wrong; 
you were destined for the shelf. 

Somewhat dusty, I got married at 21, and two years later 
Colin Wilson wrote The Outsider, a book about bow the artist 
must be free - my husband was a painter, on canvas rather 
than walls - and after reading it, though 1 expect there were 
other pressures, not to mention my immaturity, he walked 
out Not financially - that’s the difference between then and 
now. He gave me a house, all the furniture and £7.10 shillings 
a week maintenance, a provision so generous that the divorce 
courts thought there wak some kind of collusion. 

Once he’d gone, I started to write more diligently, though 
not with the idea that Fd make any money. In those days filthy 
lucre was an extraordinary, miraculous by-product of creative 
activity. The years passed, books got published, my daugh- 
ters and son grew up, left home and had children of their own. 

And now I'm old. One hundred years ago, 50 even, a woman 
of my age, 04, would have been considered ancient. I dye my 
hair; as did my mum, but the dyes have improved; have five 
false teeth - my Mum had not a single real tooth in her head 
beyond her 19th year; liver spots on the back of my hands; 
wrinkles; and a tendency to ask for a drop of brandy without 
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the slightest feeling of faintness. Two hours after getting up, 
I feel tired and am apt to doze off while watching television, 
but I can work, if writing can be called that into the small 
hours of the night I believe the brain is like a muscle, which 
atrophies if it isn’t exercised. My mum may have thought she 
was 25 in her head, but that was because it was (hen that she 
stopped being curious, introspective. Her fault bless her, was 
just that she let life get the boot in. Also, she'd run out of money 

In my case, the one drawback to growing old is the in- 
escapable knowledge that it leads to the grave, although 1 have 
been anticipating such a trip for the last 30 years. As all my 
relatives kicked the bucket from cardiac arrest around the 
age of 70, 1 reckon I now have about six years to go, which 
is a pity because a dicky heart makes for a swift exit and 
I would much prefer to linger, pencilling last notes and 
murmuring farewells. 

Best before vanishing on to that darkling p lain, it would 
be satisfying to recite those lines, however inaccurately, of 
the poet Matthew Arnold: Ah. love, let us be true to one an- 
other. . . Jbr the world that seems to lie before us like a land 
of dreams, hath neither truth, nor hope, nor certainty... 
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Iraq’s Blitz spirit 

Sir: The hope that the bombing of 
Iraq will provoke the Iraqis to rise 
against their leader seems to me 
to be ludicrous. 

My experience of being bombed 
during the Second World War (I 
was stationed in London during 
the Blitz and the attacks tty Vl and 
V2 missiles) did not make me want 
to throw out Winston Churchill - 
quite the opposite. But it did give 
me a profound and increasing 

dislike of the perpetrators of the 

bombings, namely the Nazis. 

Why should the Iraqis 

be different? 

Dr J AUDREY STEVENSON 
Darsham, Suffolk 

Sir Misinformation from Iraqi 
academics and Andrea Needham 
(Letters, 19 December) illustrates 
our government's astonishing 
neglect in failing to ensure wide 
understanding of present realities 
in Iraq. Our media are equally at 
fault Many journalists are well 
aware ofwhat Saddam does, but 
prefer to dwell instead on the 
miseries of his people. Do those 
stories sell more easQy ? 

It is not sanctions that beep 
Iraqis hungry and medically 
deprived, but Saddam. The 
sanctions have been carefully 
devised to provide all necessary 
food and medicines. Saddam has 
diverted as much as he can for his 
military projects. The UN 
Sanctions Committee has vetoed 
only chemicals and material 
falsely labelled as medical supplies 
but destined for miiitaiy usage. 
Saddam has spent and still spends 
millions to smuggle in miiitaiy 
material He could easity 
provide aD his people’s needs, had 
thqy not already been available 
under sanctions. 

Sanctions are neither illegal nor 
immoral; Saddam is, and his 
weaponry and use of it are both. He 
used it to wipe out the Marsh 
Arabs in southern Iraq and his 
opponents elsewhere. 

Your Iraqi academics ask for “a 
new strategy aimed at helping the 
Iraqi people to induce real 
change in Iraq". Can they suggest 
what is needed? 

I A SHAPIRO 
Birmingham 

Sir Would all the critics of the 
action taken against Saddam 
Hussein please come up with a 
better solution? I still see in my 
mind's eye the bloated corpses of 
women, children and men gassed 
because thevwere Kurds. 

VTVIANE HASELUP 
Burwash, Bast Sussex 

Sir We could consider doing what 
we have done with another equally 
odious type, in Indonesia. That is. 
we could supply him with ethical 
bombing aircraft and water 
cannon and in due course invite 
him to the annual sale of weapons 
by our own MoD. Oh, and in 
case he is not able to pay for 
them, we could pass the bill to 
the British taxpayer. 

HOWARD CHENEY 
Shipston on Stour Warwickshire 

Sir What message of condolence 
do ministers plan to send to 
families of the bereaved in Iraq? 
Even suffering under the 
brutality of Saddam's inhuman 
regime is surely better than being 
killed or maimed for life by British 
or US bombs. 

Let us not forget that this 
country and our weapons 
industries armed the brutal 
dictatorship of Saddam Hussein in 
the first place, as the Scott Inquiry 
laid bare. And not a single Tory 
minister found it necessary to 
resign over it 
Dr DAVID LOWRY 
Stoneleigh, Surrey 

Sir Having just read about 
Britain's latest policy towards Iraq, 
I suggest that Tbny Blair 
commission a new “tough and 
tender" bomb. Sueh a bomb would 
carry food and medicines as well 
as the more traditional destructive 
warhead. Both the humanitarian 
and the military destinations 
would be programmed into the 
missile, which could then make a 
detour around any local hospitals 
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or children's homes on the way to 
its final destination. 

An emergency do-it-yourself 
medical facility could be added 
(with instructions in Arabic) for 
any unfortunate victim of 
collateral damage. In this wqy the 
“tough and tender" bomb would 
accurately target its intended 
recipients in addition to fostering 
the spirit of self-help. 

The bomb would not only 
encapsulate the principles of this 
government but could also 
provide valuable export revenue 
if property marketed 

I hope the powers that be 
are listening. 

ANDREW BYNG-HALL 
Teddington. Middlesex 

School teamwork 

Sir This morning (3 December) 
Messrs Blair and Blunkett came to 
Chiswick Community School in 
order to stimulate public interest 
in the Green Paper on Education 
to be presented to Parliament 
later in the day. 

Although we recognise it as a 
compliment to the management 
and teaching teams of tins school 
that it was selected as the launch 
pad for this event, we, the 
undersigned members of the 
teaching staff, wish to dissociate 
ourselves from the proposals in 
the Green Paper We are 
strongly opposed to 
performance- related pay. 

Successful teaching depends on 
teamwork both within a school and 
between schools through the 
sharing of good practice. We 
consider therefore that any 
attempt to reward teachers in 
some schools more generously 
than in others, or individual 
teachers in the same school more 
than their colleagues, would be 
extremely divisive. 

We urge the Government to 
rethink these retrogressive 
proposals and to take on board the 
views of classroom teachers. 
CAROL MACDOUGALL 
and 25 others 

Chiswick Community School 
London W4 


Sir. Please could Iput the record 
straight following the mention of 
Peter Larapl and the Sutton Trust 
in the article “Gates joins the great 
US giveaway” (4 December 1998). 

The article mentioned that 
“prep schools would be given £40m 
by the Sutton Tkust", the 
educational trust set up by Peter 
LampL In fact, the trust proposes 
to provide sufficient financial 
support to one or more of the 
leading academic private 
secondary schools (which were 
previously direct ©ant or 
grammar schools) so that they are 
able to take any child based on 
merit irrespective of the family's 
ability to pay. The character of the 
school would change as they 
became institutions for the most 
talented regardless of parental 
wealth and there would be no limit 
on the number of funded places. 
The figure £40m for 14 years has 
appeared in the press but in reality 
the trust is still in the 
discussion stage with schools and 
has not yet established the cost of 
the pilot schemes. 

Meanwhile we are spending 
significant sums of money on 
university summer schools and 
private/state school partnership 
schemes. But there are limits to 
what any individual can do. Please 
could we appeal through your 
columns for other foundations. 


Sir: All of the people of Ireland 
approved the Good Friday 
Agreement, including the 
section on decommissioning, in 
separate referenda. What 
extraordinary arrogance on 
the part of Mr Plowden (letter, 
17 December) to suggest that it 
should now be changed. 

E WATSON 
Toronto. Canada 

Sin I in fact called for a 4- per- 
cent. not -10-per-cent, tax on the 
225 richest people in the world 
(Podium, 11 December). 
Though, assuredly, you could 
do a great deal more with the 
higher levy. These billionaires 


entrepreneurs and businesses to 
join us in opening up the leading 
private schools to talented 
children regardless of their 
families' means? 

LAURA BARBOUR 
Administrator 
The Sutton Trust 
London SWl 

A gap in the NHS 

Sir. One of the main aims of 
dentists is to preserve teeth, 
contrary to the claims in Jeremy 
Laurence’s article, “Dentists who 
drill for gold” (15 December). 
Indeed, the implication of the 
headline is many years out of date. 
Filling teeth will always be a last 
resort, but it is often the only way 
of preserving a tooth. The success 
dentists have had in preventing 
tooth decay and preserving teeth 
has meant that, unlike 30 years 
ago, people can now expect to keep 
their teeth for life. 

The British Dental Association 
is very concerned that there is a 
shortage of NHS dentists and has 
been lobbying government and 
MPs to improve access to NHS 
dentistry. It is government 
underfunding of NHS dentistry 
over many years which has left 
many patients without an NHS 
dentist Dentists do not leave the 
NHS for ideological reasons but 


In Brief 


have a combined wealth of 
more than l trillion dollars. 
The UN Development 
Programme estimates that the 
cost of maintaining universal 
basic education, health care, 
reproductive health care for 
women and adequate food and 
safe water for alt would be 
$40bn a year. That is less than a 
4-per-cent tax on (he 225. 

KEN COATES MEP 
(Nottingham North and 
ChestersfieLd. Ind Labi 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 


because they are struggling to 
cover their overheads, which 
amount to 55 per cent of their 
income. Despite its pledge that the 
NHS will be there when people 
need it, the Government is not 
taking sufficient action to ensure 
that this is true of dentistry. 

It has failed to release £12m 
it has promised to improve 
access problems. 

Most patients are happy with 
their dental treatment A Harris 
poll carried out only this month 
found that nine out often people 
are happy with the care and 
treatment they receive from 
their dentist 
JOHN HUNT 
ChiftfBxeeutive 
British Dental Association 
London Wl 

Talking divorce 

Sin Your report "Legal reform 
plan *wfll add to acrimony of 
divorce - " U5 December) gives the 
impression that divorces will 
become more acrimonious as a 
result of the proposed legal aid 
reforms. It may be worth pointing 
outthatthere is an emphasis in 
mediation throughout the 
Lord Chancellor's paper 
Modernising Justice, which 
mediators will welcome. 

In the field of divorce, the value 


Sin Some decades ago London 
Bridge was considered 
desirable enough by tbe 
Americans for them to 
dismantle it, ship it several 
thousand miles across the 
Atlantic and rebuild it in a 
remote corner of Arizona. If 
the twin towers of Wembley 
stadium really are such an 
important part of our heritage, 
is it beyond the ability of 
modern technology to move 
them a few yards (or build 
identical copies), so that they 
can form pari of an enlarged 
modern stadium? 

JONATHAN BATES 
Luxembourg 


of mediation is enshrined in the 
Fhmily Law Act; it is obviously 
sensible that, wherever possible 
and appropriate, parents talk 
through and decide together the 
future practical and financial 
arrangements for their children, 
with whom they both, in most 
instances, will have a continuing 
relationship. The Legal Aid Board 
is working with the UK College of 
Family Mediators and other 
mediation bodies, such as National 
{family Mediation, to make legal 
aid available for family 
mediation in preparation for 
the implementation of the 
Family Law Act 
Using conditional fees for 
property disputes ought not 
whatever its pros and cons, to 
affect those eligible for legal aid 
who choose mediation, as they 
would not be seeking to resolve 
matters by li tigati on. 

THELMA FISHER 
Director 

National Family Mediation 
London WCi 

Cheap drugs here 

Sir Having just returned from 
medical work in Nepal I am 
intrigued by the Association of the 
British Pharmaceutical Industry's 
statement that “the 
pharmaceutical industry in the UK 
is highly competitive especially in 
terms of prices" (“Price war at the 
pharmacy". 16 December). 

Most of the drugs available in 
Nepal are manufactured in India 
and their efficacy in clinical 
practice 1 have found to be the 
same as their UK equivalents but 
the price is about one-tenth to one- 
twentieth of the UK price. Any 
argument about research and 
development costs can hardly 
apply to such humble drugs as 
paracetamol. The ABPI may be 
highly competitive within the UK, 
but the NHS drugs bill could be 
greatly reduced by purchasing 
further afield, and with benefit to 
the ailing Asian economy. 

Dr DAVID J HILL 

Huntingdon 

Cambridgeshire 


The role of Amnesty 


Sir. When I was an active supporter 
of Amnesty, I used to say that we 

stood for free speech and fair trials (f 
against torture and capital 
punishment Remembering that, I 
keep having to remind myself that 

Baroness Thatcher is perfectly 
entitled not to be punished for her 
views on General Pinochet. It 
would also follow that, in the 
controvesry surrounding Lord 
Hoffmann, Amnesty should 
support the Law Lords’ decision to 
have a second hearing. Even 
General Pinochet deserves a fair 
trial whatever he ought have done. 


But I don't remember ever 
thinking it was Amnesty’s role to 
prosecute human rights offenders 
itself. Rather than the Law Lords 


rethinking their involvement in 
Amnesty, perhaps it is Amnesty 
that needs to rethink its rale, lb 
take sides in any dispute just 
detracts from Amnesty’s ability to 
bean impartial monitor of basic 
human rights across the world. We 
need that far more than we need 
another prosecution service. 
RICHARD MANN 
Oxford 


Sin Can I assume that when the 
Pinochet case goes back to the 
House of Lords, no members of an 
or ganisa tion that has lobbied 
vigorously for him will be allowed . 

tojudge his case? I am referring, of A 

course , to the Conservative Party. ™ 

ANDREW KEMBALL 
CoggeshaU, Essex 


Oar children’s care 

Sir: While welcoming the 
Government’s determination to try 
and ensure a cohesive approach to 
the delivery of care and services 
for adults suffering from mental 
illness (report, 9 December), we 
would like to see the same 
approach being adopted for 
children. A brief look at the number 
of major reports produced in the 
last 12 years, including those of the 
Health Select Committed, 
hi ghlighting the urgent need to 
improve child and adolescent A 
mental health services and ways in ” 
which this should happen, gives 
little cause to feel confident that 
the initiatives referred to in 
“Modernising Mental Health 
Services”, aimed at improving 
children’s mental health, will 
achieve what they are set up to do. 

Prog ramm es such as Sure Start 
and ybuth Offending Tsams 
depend in part for their success on 
close co-operation with service^ 
which already operate with 
unacceptably long waiting lists: 1 . 

And yet these are the services ' 
which have the potential to 
intervene in the depressingty 
familiar descent by disturbed 
children and young people into the 
adult mentally ill about whom 
there is rightly so much concern. 

For example, 90 per cent of 
recidivist juvenile delinquents had 
conduct disorder as children. The 
manifestation of this in adults can 
be anti-social personality disorder; 
alcoholism and drug dependence, t 

Children's mental health needs# 1 
are different to those of adults, ana 
services are fundamentally 
different in their approach. We risk 
losing sight yet again of children's 
mental health needs if we 
bury them in a service which is 
at heart adult-focused. 

PETER WILSON 
Director, Young Minds 
London ECl 


New road menace 

Sir I am encouraged to learn that, 
despite the continuing shortfall in 
manpower and other resources, j 
the police forces of the United 1 
Kingdom are still able quickly to 
identify and target new threats to 
our society (“Police target cars at 
random”, 16 December). 

However; the nature of the 
threat “born-again bikers"’ pose is 
not clear, are they to be charged 
with looking fain tty ridiculous 
(“Having middle-aged spread 
unbecoming to a very smart 
motorcycle”) or merely with having 
fantasies about how they should 
have behaved during their youth? 
Dr DJ BARBARA 
Wellesboume, Warwickshire 
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Here’s all the false news that’s totally unfit to print 


HOW WELL do you keep up with 
the news? Think you’re in touch 
with what is happening? Think you 
could hold your own on the News 
Quiz or Have I Cot News Fbr 
You ? Well, here’s your chance to 
find out! 

All you have to do is read the fol- 
lowing half dozen news stories 
taken from the last seven days, and 
decide which are true and which 
have been made (ip specialty for 
this quiz. 

1. The case for General Pinochet's 
extradition to Spain has been made 
even more difficult now that it 
emerges that one of the Law Lords 
who voted in favour of extradition 
is a practising Christian. Appar- 
ently people who believe in Chris- 
tianity and its creed are against 
torture and violence and all sorts 


of evil which may well result In this 
particular Lord being prejudiced 
against the General’s case. 

“Obviously,” says a lawyer act- 
ing for General Pinochet, “anyone 
who has been involved with Chris- 
tianity Is bound to be prejudiced, 
and should declare their interest 
beforehand As Pinochet is perhaps 
the most evil man left alive, then 
Christian bias in favour of goodness 
will prevent any justice being done. 

“This is a farce from beginning 
to end. I demand that the General 
be tried by fellow torturers and 
murderers. Only then will we get 
a fair result" 


2. At the time of going to press, 
Richard Branson's attempt to go 
round the world by balloon is still 
on. which means he will probably 


be up in a balloon on Christinas 
Day. Wherever he lands at this 
time, Branson is ready for the 
eventuality as he has with him in 
the balloon a fall Father Christmas 
costume into which he will change 
prior to getting out with a bag of 
toys. The gesture may well fall flat 
if he lands in an Islamic country, 
but be says that Virgin flights 
have always offered good in-flight 
entertainment, and this one should 
be no different 


3. Legal history is being made on 
a major daily paper; where the 
newspaper's lawyer is suing a 
jourakist who actually works for 
the same paper Apparently, one of 
the regular columnists wrote a 
piece attacking the quality of legal 
advisers on newspapers, saying 



Miles 

Kington 

7 demand that the 
General be tried by 
fellow torturers , then we 
will get a fair result' 

that, in his experience, only the 
very poorest and least efficient 
lawyers ever sank so low as to work 


for a newspaper This rankled with 
the paper's lawyer, who has now 
sued the columnist for libel 
The columnist is claiming in his 
defence that if the article is libel- 
lous, the lawyer should never have 
let it appear thus proving his case 
that he is indeed an incompetent 
lawyer. The case continues. 


4. After the wind-up radio and the 
wind-up torch, a firm in Nigeria is 
now selling the world's first wind- 
up computer for use by people who 
have no access to mains electric- 
ity, or cannot afford batteries. It has 
to be wound up every 10 minutes 
to prevent files being lost. 


5. A child in the (J5 is suing his own 
parents for telling him tiiat Father 


Christmas exists, on the grounds 
that they were instilling a palpable 
falsehood in his mind. 

He claims that the distress 
caused by his eventual discovery 
that Father Christmas does not 
exist plus the scorn and humilia- 
tion heaped on him by his class- 
mates who already knew the truth, 
has caused him unreasonable 
mental suffering which they could 
have avoided by telling him the 
truth in the first place. 

The parents are claiming in 
mitigation that they really thought 
father Christmas existed, and 
thqy are counter-suing their son for 
being the first person to tell them 
the truth. 


6. Police could scarcely believe 
their eyes when they saw a small 


saloon car take a humpbac 
bridge in Norfolk, going at abou 
mph, and become airborne 
other side For about 20ft. T 
followed the car and arrested 
driver - Jack Broughton - 
speeding, the only charge t 
could think o£ 

The driver then revealed tha 
had been experimenting v 
super-helium-filled wheels wii 
made the car lighter, though j 
normally, lighter than air. Po! 
have decided to not to proceed v 
speeding charges, but to prosec 
the driver instead for danger 
low flying. 


ANSWER; All of these i 
false, except the one c 
Clark MP. General Ptr 
the Chilean judges twin 
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The Prime Minister 
has misjudged the 
mood of the nation 
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FOR ALL the Prime Minister's confident nationalism, he 
has not emerged strengthened from his Iraqi venture. Min- 
isters boasting at the start of the bombing of how loyal they 
were to United Nations resolutions and the “special rela- 
tionship” with the US have now changed tack to promote 
a “diplomatic initiative" to contain Saddam Hussein. 

The Government seems to have misjudged the national 
mood and, for the first time, Mr Biair himself has stumbled 
badly in his handling of public opinion. He was met by no 
jingoistic rhetoric in Parliament, and little groundswell of 
feeling among the electorate; even what bombast there was 
in the tabloid press seemed strained and overblown. At 
times last week, the Prime Minister seemed to be using 
British service personnel as human shields for deflecting 
criticism; thus he damaged the caring image he has skil- 
fully fostered in domestic affairs. 

Ministers can now claim that they have put back by a 
year or two Saddam's capability to build weapons of mass 
destruction. They can argue that, the Iraqi leader having 
been humiliated, it will be easier to contain him by diplo- 
matic means. Their case appears a little threadbare. They 
seem to be engaged in cobbling together a desperate 
response to domestic and international criticism of their 
actions, shocked at the extent of opposition they have 
encountered both at home and abroad. 

They have a lot to reconsider. Britain’s relations with 
her European neighbours have been harmed; they have 
been given the impression that this country will follow US 
actions without a second thought. Arab nations already 
struggling to contain internal dissent have been further 
destabilised. Even the fragile peace process in Israel has 
been thrown further into doubL The attempts of the For- 
eign Secretary, Robin Cook, to build a new diplomatic “con- 
sensus” in the Middle East are a tacit admission of this. 

Mr Blair's latest action, to send a British aircraft- 
carrier steaming towards the Gulf, is no way to begin this 
process. 

What a new “consensus” in fact demands is that fur- 
ther actions are not only legal and proportionate, but are 
seen to be so. The UN Security Council should be consulted 
over further military action, if only to avoid our further iso- 
lation. Sanctions will need to be reconsidered, as they seem 
to have done nothing to weaken the JBa'atb regime in Iraq, 
and have gained it more sympathy than anything else. 

In the long term, the Western powers should promote 
democracy in Iraq and throughout the region, instead of 
hoping for a more pliant strongman to emerge from with- 
in the Iraqi military. The real way to contain Saddam is 
to maintain support in the West for action against him, and 
to persuade those Arabs who may despair of our motives, 
and see Saddam as our victim, that we are acting fairly. 
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China’s one-party state 
is alive and kicking 

IF EVER there were a good example of the continuing rel- 
evance of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
50 years after its inception, it is the decision of a Chinese 
court to sentence opponents of the regime to more than 
a decade in prison for “subverting state power”. 

Those convicted had committed the so-called crime of 
attempting to register a new political grouping, the Chin- 
ese Democracy Party, a freedom to which they are fully 
entitled. They were denied access to legal representation. 
Their punishment is an affront to natural justice. 

The action dashes hopes that the Chinese government 
had itself raised. For the last two years, it had seemed to 
be making progress towards a democratic future. After the 
horrors of Tiananmen Square, there was talk of a “Peking 




spring”, a new openness to, and tolerance of, dissent 

The Chinese government has made several welcome ges- 
tures, including signing up to UN treaties on civil and polit- 
ical rights. The UN Special Commissioner on Human 
Rights, Mary Robinson, was met with courtesy on her visit 
in September, an annual motion at the UN criticising 
China's human rights record was dropped accordingly. 

There has undoubtedly been progress made in the 
liberalisation of China, not least in the field of the crim- 
inal law, as witnessed by the British Prime Minister and 
his wife on their recent trip to China. The Communist 
Party's grip on legal training has been loosened; trials have 
been made more public. 

This is all a long way from the madness of the Cultural 
Revolution, in which millions died. It is increasingly diffi- 
cult for the Chinese state to maintain a monopoly on news. 
Internet sites beyond the reach of the authorities are being 
utilised to mobilise dissent Expectations are rising. The 
economy is liberalising, and citizens with an increasing 


stake in business enterprise are demanding more inform- 
ation about those in charge. Debate has been sparked about 
“corruption”, coded criticism of the ruling elite. 

This is why the jailing of these two activists is such a 
disappointment an attack on some of the best and bright- 
est Chinese citizens. One of their number, Xu Wenli, has 
already spent 12 years in prison for his principles. His con- 
tinued defiance is a testament to his courage. There may 
be few results from attempting to face down his captors, 
but the West cannot abandon him and his peers. They must 
know that they have our moral and political support 

While China has been making concessions to civil rights, 
political rights are as distant as ever. The one-party state 
is alive and well - a further embarrassment to the Prime 
Minister’s foreign polity, given his praise of China during 
his recent visit. Tibet remains occupied. Freedom of 
speech and political organisation, both fundamental to the 
Declaration of Human Rights, remain curtailed Until that 
changes, China’s reforms will remain cosmetic. 


Unfortunately, there really was 
no alternative to bombing Iraq 


EVER SINCE Wednesday night when 
it began, I have been listening and 
watching, trying to work out what I 
think about the Anglo-American 
bombing of Iraq. Perhaps many 
readers have, too. Like me, they may 
find the easy certainly that lots of 
commentators wear smugly, like soft 
armour, is impossible for them to put 
on; that it irritates the intellect 

1 do not like bombs and I distrust 
the insouciance of the military about 
•he effects and accuracy of their 
“fabulous weapons. The lies that were 
told about the American war in Viet- 
nam, the false pretexts that were in- 
vented for escalating the conflict, the 
hidden bombing of neutral countries, 
the murderous euphemisms and the 
utter futility erf the whole exercise have 
left a deep distrust of the Pentagon 
and all its works. In the 1991 Gulf war 
we heard a deal too much techno bom- 
bast about destroyed Scuds that 
weren't and smart bombs that turned 
out to be dumb. 

But for every armchair military 
enthusiast looking at the world 
through his or her telescopic cross- 
hairs, there seems - especially within 
the liberal establishment - to be a 
Voreign affairs genius who, “naus- 
eated" by the policy of the Govern- 
ment is certain that the bombings 
were an attempt to save Clinton’s 
flushed hide, with Tony Blair acting as 
the poodle of the Yanks. 

These are the people who think that 
Wag the Dog, the film in which a US 
president declares a war so as to cover 
up an affair is actually true. They prob- 
ably also believe, pace The Truman 
Show , that their own lives are being 


secretly filmed as part of a TV soap 
opera. They tend to regret the 
tardiness of firm “action" in Rwanda, 
Bosnia, Kosovo and anywhere else 
that pricks the conscience, but are 
heartily opposed to the action that is 
being taken in the Gulf 

The best reason, of course, for not 
seeking to enforce UN resolutions on 
Iraq would be because Iraq was 
simply not the threat we have made 
it out to be. As far as I know there is 
only one British politician who openly 
argues this, though others surely 
believe it U would, for instance, tike 
to hear George Galloway on the 
subject). Tam Dalyell that plucky, 
obsessive MR recently met Tariq Aziz 
and left convinced by the urbane 
Iraqi's assurances that his country 
barely had two toxins to rub together. 
It had all gone, honest. On balance, 
said Mr Dalyell, he would rather 
believe Mr Aziz than UN inspectors. 

This is both a brave stance and an 
incredibly stupid one. Mr Aziz was at 
Sarhfam Hussein's side when Iran was 
invaded in 1980, when Kuwait was 
overrun in 1990. when the Kurds of 
Halabja were gassed, when every 
opposition Tam, Dick and Ali was 
being shot, banged or poisoned. It all 
never happened, according to Mr 
Aziz, whose role has been to persuade 
(he gullible outsider that the Iraqi 
regime is misunderstood. He is the 
Ribbentrop of the Euphrates, a 
smooth liar in a monstrous cause. 

Let us presume then, even if Tfcm 
will not, that Saddam continues to be 
a threat because of two proven factors: 
his extreme bellicosity and his will- 
ingness to use any weapons that he 


WE PERSONALLY favor a bi- 
partisan resolution of censure 
by the Senate. Under such a 
plan. President Clinton would 
have to accept rebuke while ac- 
knowledging his wrongdoing 
and the very real harm he has 
caused The Congressional res- 
olution should contain lan- 
guage stipulating that the 
f Vtfesident’s acceptance of 
these fi n din g s - including a 
public acknowledgment that 
he did not tell the truth under 
oath - cannot be used in any 


future criminal trial to which he 
may be subject. (.Gerald fbrd 
and Jimmy Carter) 

The Newark Times 

THE FASTER the Southern Re- 
publicans rush to dump Clin- 
ton, the greater his popularity 
will be among African Amer- 
icans. Many blacks see im- 
peachment as a thinly 
disguised attempt to hammer 
the President for acting and 
speaking out on black causes, 
and as a backdoor power grab 



David 

Aaronovttch 

The alternative is to sit 
and watch the French 
rearm the almost uniquely 
dangerous Saddam 

can make or buy, no matter bow 
nasty they are. What should we do 
about him? On Thursday that ques- 
tion was put to a furious Tony Benn. 
The (unedited) exchange went like 
this, according to Hansard: 

Mr Christopher Leslie ( Shipley l: 
What credible alternative strategy 
does my Rt Hon Friend offer for 
disarming Saddam Hussein? 

Mr Benn: I ask my Hon Friend to 
consider this: if one does something 
Illegal, it is no good saying: “Weil, what 
else could I do?” It is an illegal action. 
The answer is simple: the sanctions 
should be lifted 1 am asked to believe 
the Prime Minister; but the imposition 
of sanctions has not stopped Saddam 
re-arming. 

Mr Dale CampbeU-Savours (Work- 
ington): How will that stop Saddam? 
Mr Benin Sanctions have not had any 


effect except on the Iraqi people. [In- 
terruption] Please do not shout at me, 
I am entitled to make my case. I have 
listened to my Hon Friend the mem- 
ber for Workington and I shall be sorry 
when he leaves the House. The world 
community agrees unan imously that 
the sanctions are a grave injustice that 
affect innocent people. 

AND THAT was it He then got back 
down to telling everyone what shits 
they were. It was a telling moment 
because it revealed that Mr Benn had 
absolutely no idea what to do about 
Iraq. Those, by and large, who have 
criticised the bombing so trenchantly 
in print and on air have no notion 
eithen And, unlike in 1990, they are 
now also opposed to sanctions, which 
they (rightly) see as having affected 
Iraqi civilians in an appalling way. 

On Sunday, President Chirac of 
France also called for the sanctions 
to be relaxed on humanitarian 
grounds. The French rationale seems 
to be that sanctions are bolstering, 
rather than undermining, the Iraqi 
government The hope is that a 
relaxation will allow the fermentation 
of opposition to the dictator and 
facilitate his removaL 

Like most other people, I feel some 
natural sympathy with this view. I do 
not care to be the agent of death 
among the medicine-deprived tots of 
Basra, and am wondering whether 
Saddam wiQ ever be brought down by 
the current Western strategy. But 
those who blithely advocate the lifting 
of many sanctions should also confront 
the dangers. While we wait for the 
Iraqi elite to get on with it and 


machine-gun Saddam in some dusty 
Baghdad courtyard, he will still be 
there, and with more money to spend. 
So fat; for all its faults, the post-Gulf- 
war settlement has prevented the 
most aggressive tyrant in the Middle 
East from making war. 

The coroHaiy, then, to the relaxation 
of sanctions, must be an increased 
“rather than a diminished” willingness 
to use force should the Iraqis begin a 
weapons build-up. In other words, we 
would be more “not less" likely to have 
to send in the planes at the first 
signs of enhanced weapons produc- 
tion. That could be why, right now, 
we're sending more planes and ships 
there. And we’ll also want fl presume) 
to increase our use of covert oper- 
ations to support the Iraqi opposition, 
though which erf the 57 varieties we wfll 
back is a rather fraught question. 

There are two alternatives to this 
new low-sanction, high -military, 
encourage-the- opposition strategy. 
The first is the one that some Tories 
appear to be canvassing, and that is 
a land-based invasion of Iraq, the 
removal of Saddam and (in some of the 
more ingenious variations) the div- 
ision of the country into three separ- 
ate states. This, as even Michael 
Howard knows - his impatient blus- 
ter about a “get-rid-of-Saddam" ob- 
jective notwithstanding - could be a 
complete diplomatic disaster. 

The second is that we do nothing. 
We sit and we watch until the 
enlightened French have rearmed 
Iraq and until the almost uniquely 
dangerous Saddam (or successors) do 
it to us again. I just don't think that 
that's a good idea. 


MONITOR 

ALL THE News of THE WORLD 
US comment on the impending 
Senate trial of President Clinton 


for the White House in the 
year 2000 - and they’re right 
But as long as Southern Re- 
publicans control such a huge 
bloc of Congressional votes, 
they believe that impeachment 


is the civil war they can win. 
(Earl Ofari Hutchinson i 
Los Angeles Times 

IT WAS an earlier Democratic 
President, Andrew Jackson, 


who once told Congress that, 
white it was free tocensure its 
own members, it had no right 
to censure the head of another, 
co-equal, branch of govern- 
ment When he was censured. 
Old Hickray dared the Whigs to 
impeach Mm so he could de- 
fend himself at trial like a man. 
Now we have a Democratic 
President who wants Congress 
to censure him, pretty please, 
so he can avoid trial Yes, sur- 
real. Is this the Republic erf Jef- 
ferson and Jackson, of 


Washington and Hamilton, or of 
PT Barnum and Bill Clinton? 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 

the NATION will not be best 
served by a Senate conviction, 
but, whatever is to be done, 
“then 't were well T were done 
quickly”, as Macbeth said about 
the disposition of another leader 
As for erasure, nothing could be 
more censorious than im- 
peachment, with which Clin- 
ton's name \riD be forever linked. 
The Boston Globe 


Q uote of the Day 

“It will be a remarkable feat if all the babies do survive.’ 
Dr Brian Krrshon, 
who delivered the Texan oetuplets 

T hought for the Day 

“Never murder a man who is co mmi tting suicide." 
Woodrow Wilson, 

US statesman 
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f “If I couldn’t come here at f 
| Christmas, I don’t know jj| 
| where I’d go” • 


=.j. Without a Crisis shelter 
to go to, Linda would 
h*. farce a cold, lonely 
'• Christmas of hunger 
; ’ and misery. Instead, she .' 
of is welcomed with good, 
4- hot food, a safe, dry bed 
% and the pleasure of 
r‘ friendly people to spend 
Christmas with. Some 
f- medical care, a visit to 
*• the dentist and a dean 
X' change of dothes 
f. make her Christmas 
f complete. So please, 

*•. send £Z5 now and help 



Take the crisis out of Christmas 


Give a homeless person hope: i 

D £15 D£25 □ £50 D£25(r other £ I 

I enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: fl 

□ Visa D MasterCard C Switch 1 ' other | 

Card no. ! S l l ! I l ! i l l l l l l l l \ 
1 Last three digits of Switch card no .11 Switch Issue no. I J 

Expiry dace L — Signature | 

* Gifts of Q50 or more are worth almost a third extra to us under Gift Aid I 

Name (caps) Mr/MrsMs j 

Address 


j freephone* deration Sne 0800038 48 38 



Crisis, FM^OST, Room 151, London El IBR 
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THE TUESDAY REVIEW ^ 


Pandora 


MOHAMED AL-FAYED likes to 
send his friends, particularly 
his journalist contacts, cuddly 
Harrods teddy bears. This 
Christmas season, some were 
dispatched to The Guardian, 
but rumours quickly began 
circulating around the 
paper's Farringdon Road 
offices to the effect that the 
editors expected hacks to 
return them to al-Shyed or 
donate them to charity. When 
Pandora rang to check out 
the truth of the matter; a 
newspaper spokesman said: 
"It has been suggested by our 
managing editor, Brian 
Whittaker, that the bears be 
donated to charity. A 
children's hospital perhaps. It 
hasn't been decided yet We 
feel that the recipients of this 
should be children rather 
than Guardian employees. 

We certainly wouldn’t send 
them back. That would be 
stupid and insulting." 


KENNETH CLARKE, the 
former Tory chancellor and 
health secretary, has 
written an unusually 
glowing tribute in praise of 
Romola Chris topherson, 
who is retiring after a 
distinguished career as the 
Department of Health’s 
press officer 

"I think that I enjoyed 
every job that I had in 
government,” Clarke writes 
to the Health Service's staff 
magazine, "but there were 
few things that were more 
bin than working with 
Romola Christo pherson. 

"We were probably the 
last ever secretary of state 
and press officer to smoke 
ourselves heavily through 
every crisis!” 

Mr Clarke should be 
careful. A confession like 
that could put him - and 
Romola - into serious 
jeopardy should they ever 
need treatment at certain 
puritanical health 
authorities. 


THE IN & Out is moving out 
Umbrellas furled tightly, 
pinstripes pressed sharply, 
members of the Naval & 
Military Club win pass in 
and out of its famous 
Piccadilly driveway for the 
final time tomorrow. The 
lease on the 135-year-old 
dub’s landmark Mayfair 
headquarters has expired, 
but happQy the club has 
found a new home nearby at 
4 St James's Square. 

As the new clubhouse is 
considerably smaller, 
Bonhams will conduct an 
auction on 21 January back 
at 94 Piccadilly for what the 
organisation describes as 
"some of the club's and the 
members* finest antiques”. 


THE NORTHERN Ireland 
Assembly has opened 
a new gift shop, but 
before the 
recess began 
yesterday, the 
only 

merchandise 
available was 
confection- 
ery -all 
emblazoned 
with the lovely 
flax flower; the 
assembly’s 
logo. (Readers 
will recall that 
this logo was 
first revealed by 
Pandora on 15 
October) On 
offer have 
been toffee, 

something 

called "midget 
gems' 1 , humbugs 
and fudge. 

Pandora hopes 
the shop will sell 
out of the latter 
two products 
before the 
assembly 
embarks on its 
next session. 


ON Broadway; celebrity 
couples are flocking to see 
The Blue Room in which, as 
the NY Daily News puts it 
"Nicole Kidman and Iain Glen 
do things on stage that Mayor 
Giuliani has banned 
elsewhere around Times 
Square." 

In recent days, Winona 
Ryder and Matt Damon, 
Ethan Hawke and Uma 
Thurman, and Michael 
Douglas and his new NY 
Times columnist girlfriend 
Maureen Dowd, have all been 
to see the stimulating drama. 
So far, however; no sign of Bill 

Bnd Hillar y 



/ 


HOW DO the Brits rank in 
the US gossip stakes, where 
celebrity-worship is now the 
national religion? In its list 
based on "mentions” in a 
wide range of NY and 
national gossip columns, 
the New York Observer 
provides an intriguing 
ranking of the 509 most 
media-popular people, both 
living and deceased. 

The highest ranking Brit 
is, unsurprisingly, the late 
Diana, Princess of Wales, at 
No 12, while the next 
entrant, at No 66. is the 
actress Minnie Driver. In 
the top 100, she is followed 
by the journalist Tina 
Brown (761, the actress 
Kate Winslet (90) and 
Mick Jagger and Uma 
Thurman (tied at 
100). Thereafter 
y come Elizabeth 
Hurley (111). 
Natasha 
Richardson 
and Anna 
Wintour 
(tied at 120). 
Kate Moss 
(124), Helena 
Bonham- 
Carter (152) 
and, finally, 
the Prime 
Minister, 
Tony Blair 
(180). Lest 
he feel 
disgruntled 
about this (President 
Clinton is, after all, 
ranked No 1), this 
placing puts Tony in a 
dead heat with the 
likes of the Roiling 
Stones. Judi Dench, 
Whoopi Goldberg 
• and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 


Do the Iraqis like our gifts, Daddy? 


"LOOK, DADDY, on the telly -a star 
in the East! It’s glowing. Daddy and 
moving across the sky over those 
houses. Is that Bethlehem, Daddy?" 

“Not exactly, son, but it's in the 
right direction. It’s not so much in 
the East as the Middle East And, al- 
though that flung in the sky looks Hke 
a lovely star; it’s more like a sort of 
very big firework which has been 
specially made by our friends in 
America. Wfe call it a ‘cruise misate’." 

“And is ft bringing peace and 
goodwill to all men like the star in 
the East, Daddy?" 

“In a way yes. It’ s bringing peace 
and goodwill to almost all men- to 
all men who do what we say. see, 
over there in the Middle East, 
there’s a very bad man. He's a 
brutal dictator and the enemy of all 
decent people in the world.” 

"A bit like Herod?” 

"Oh, much, much worse. Herod 
only killed the first-born. This man 
would kill the second-, third- and 
fourth-bom if he had the chance. He 
stamps on kittens and eats goldfish 
alive. So when the Prime Minister 
explained why gentle, peace-loving 
countries like America and us had 
no alternative but to drop bombs on 
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Blacker 


Cruise missiles are nice, 
Christmassy weapons ; 
they sound like something 
from a holiday brochure 


hhn, he said tins horrid man is not 
just a danger to his own people but 
also to his neighbours. In fact, he 
wants nothing less than world 
domination.” 

“How would he do that, Daddy?" 

“We’re not quite sure, but we do 
know that he's very ruthless. He's 
got these things called ‘weapons of 
mass destruction*." 

“Not inn* our cruise missiles?” 


“Goodness me, no. Cruise mis- 
siles are nice, Christmassy 
weapons. They have been specialty 
designed not to harm innocent 
civilians. They even sound vice, 
don’t they? Tike somethin g from a 
holiday brochure.” 

“Because it would be realty un- 
fair ifwe ended up ktlling and maim- 
ing women and children and old 
men at Christmas time. I'm so glad 
we didn’t do that” 

“So am L In fact, the only civil- 
ians who were kilted were those who 
got in the way- and we realty cant 
be blamed for that Our bombs 
may be smart but they aren’t gen- 
iuses. And, you know, just to make 
it all better for the people we were 
bombing, Tony Blair said that our 
quaiTel wasrrtwtth them personalty 
but with their horrible leader. So, to 
show how sincere he was, he 
stopped destroying their country in 
time for their religious holiday. It 
was a sort of Christmas present 
from us to them.” 

“Our teacher says that the 
Christmas message is not just about 
Jesus. It's about everyday life.” 

"And he’s right, son. Thanks to 
our caring government, we’re en- 


joying a people’s NoeL Even the 
Christmas message is on-message. 

“Except that these days we don t 
have any shepherds.” 

“Of coarse we do. And very im- 
portant they are, too. Just because 
most Wfelsh bill farmers don’t have 

a flodE to watch by night on account 
of having been exploited by the 
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Government, it doesn’t mean that no 
one cares. Like so much of our 
country heritage - the skylark, the 
fritillary, the humble water vole - 
they shall receive the traditional 
Westminster gift of warm words.” 

“Those will be the tidings of 
great joy.” 

“Of course. And a great and good 
angpi for our time called Rupert 
Murdoch will deliver to the people 
the gifts of the Three Wise Men, 
Cook, Mandelson and Blair And all 
the glittering stars - Liam Gal- 
lagher; Ben Elton, Stephen Fry, 
Dawn French - will sparkle and 
bring light to Downing Street” 

“And will all the little children 
gather round, Daddy?” 

“Almost all the Gttle children. 
Those that have been very naughty 

have had to be locked up in our first 


prison for children down in Kent 
They’ll be getting a yulebde cuff 
round the ear from the Group Rmr 

security guards who havebeentoW 

to use “basic and advanced control 
techniques” if the 10- and 11 -year- 
olds don’t get into an appropriate 
Christmas spirit" 

"Giving to others and praying? 

“That of course. But the on- 
message Christmas spirit involves 
bolstering the enterprise culture by 
spending as much money as pos- 
sible, getting good and bloated on 
the day and then worrying a oft 
about those less fortunate than 
blah-di-blah-di-blah as we digest 
our Christmas dinners.” 

“So is it really true that all our 
leaders are getting holier and nicer 
and more caring?" . 

“Why, yes, son. I do believe it is. 

“That would explain why some- 
one ora the telty was saying that most 
of the people working for Western 
governments have spent mu c h of 
the last year or so on their knees. 
There was a man called Davies on 
Clapham Common and, in the White 
House, there was a lady called...” 

“Yes. Now where did we put 
those mince pies?” 


A plague of corruption and 

■ ■ ■ ■ "| 

Tnrvtvtn i n ytin-mrinf tyitt I O n r 


cronyism is ruining my 


IT IS two past midnight as I begin to 
write this article in the privacy of my 
cell. In solitary confinement, the 
sound of silence is quite deafening 
- if not altogether eerie. But after 90 
days of incarceration, you get used 
to it- A sentence from my book, The 
Aston Renaissance, comes back to 
me: “Power personalised, is power 
plundered from the people." When 
I wrote it, I did have both [General] 
Suharto [who resigned as presi- 
dent of Indonesia in May) and Maha- 
thir [Mohamed, Prime Minister of 
Malaysia] in mind, but I did not ex- 
pect that statement to be so quickly 
and starkly illustrated by events. 

In the civil society that we envis- 
age, it is incumbent upon the elected 
leadership to inculcate certain fund- 
amental principles and put them into 
practice. Chief among these would 
be the rule of law, the dear separ- 
ation of powers among the various 
estates of government, freedom of 
belief, freedom of speech and free- 
dom of assembly. 

Citizens not only must be accord- 
ed these fundamental liberties; they 
must also be made aware of them. 
So baric education must do more than 
merely equip students with mar- 
ketable skills. It must nurture young 
people so they may become ade- 
quate participants in a democracy. 

A free press plays a fundamental 
rote. Ail the traditional cultures 
teach us that truth will eventually de- 
stroy falsehood. But this can happen 
only in an environment where ddjate 
is robust, where people are not only 
allowed but encouraged to speak 
without fear. A controlled press is 
anathema to this ideal. 

In this regard, Malaysia is still a 
long way from being a civil society 
The people's constitutional rights 
are often violated fay the executive. 
Valiant efforts by non-governmental 
organisations and other civic groups 
to redress the problems are finis- 
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Ibrahim 

Modem dictators are no 
different from the old 
colonial masters who 
carted away our riches 


trated by a leadership intolerant of 
criticism. As often happens under 
despotic and dictatorial regimes, 
Mahathir's government tries to de- 
flect attention from the real issues 
by creating foreign bogeys and por- 
traying its critics as traitors. Patriot- 
ism is given a new meaning; instead 
of willingness to sacrifice for love of 
country, it is equated with unques- 
tioning loyalty to the ruling elite. 

The true patriotis one who fights 
to unchain his people from the 
shackles of colonial-style practices 
in the form of suppressive laws, the 
denial of basic human rights or 
even the squandering of public 
funds. Modern dictators, when they 
are finally thrown out of office, are 
often found to have accumulated 
enormous. . . wealth. They are no dif- 
ferent from the old colonial masters 
carting away riches. 

In Malaysia, we do have - though 
only in theory - clear separation of 
powers between the executive, the 
legislature and the judiciary. Yet, for 
the greater part of the past 17 years, 
the organs of government have 
been mere puppets, with Mahathir 


pulling all the strings. Legislators, 
regardless of their party affiliation, 
should be committed to upholding 
the people's constitutional rights and 
freedoms. Might is not always right 
The actions of key executive organs 
of government, such as the police 
■ and the office of the attorney- 
general, ought to be under con- 
stant parliamentary scrutiny. 

There cannot be an Asian renais- 
sance without social and economic 
justice. Economic progress has 
meaning only when the majority of 
the people enjoy its fruits. Under 
Mahathir’s grandiose economic pro- 
gramme, important issues such as 
hard-core poverty, the safety of 
working conditions and the avail- 
ability of basic housing are dealt with 
only at the periphery. 

Naturalty, we will not see social 
and economic justice until we see the 
end of cronyism and nepotism. In 
Malaysia a select and selfish few 
have appropriated the lion's share 
of the wealth generated by economic 
development What was meant to be 
affirmative action has turned into a 
system of corruption and favour- 
itism. Projects and contracts are 
won on the basis of whom you know, 
not what you know. The handful of 
people who keep getting the largess 
continue to get richer at the expense 
of others. Cronyism breeds nepotism 
and corruption. It’s a vicious circle. 

Affirmative action. .. is, in fact, es- 
sential in redressing economic im- 
balances that were the result of 
decades of social mismanagement 
But in practice, the selfish exploit- 
ation of this intrinsically noble effort 
at social engineering bas been de- 
veloped into a fine art It is used to 
farther the interests of a handful of 
bumiputra, or indigenous Malay 
cronies, acting for themselves and, 
sometimes, for non-bumiputra cron- 
ies, all at the expense of the majority. 

Fbr Malaysia to progress into a 
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civil society, fundamental social po- 
litical and economic reform is a sine 
qua non. All over South-east Asia we 
see the political landscape chang in g 
- with an awareness of the need for 
democracy and civil society growing, 
especially among the young 
The reform movement which I 
launched on 12 September seeks to 
establish justice for all and preserve 
the institutions and processes of law 
from graft and abuse of power. It ad- 
vocates fairness in economic dis- 
tribution and seeks to eradicate 
graft and manipulation of the econ- 
omy. The movement cuts across eth- 
nic, cultural and religious divides. 
While we seek to reinforce a dynamic 
Malaysian cultural identity, we must 
constantly guard against jingoistic 
tendencies and encourage open- 
ness to the world, that is based on 


the principles of truth and justice, i 

T — U, „ 


I am blessed to have known 
many good people all over the world. '• 1 
Their outpouring of sympathy, 
prayer and encouragement is a 
source of great comfort, not unlike 
the cool morning breeze now blow- 
ing through my small window. 

In a few minutes, it will be time 
for the dawn prayer. As tbe plaintive 
sound of the ozan, the call to prayer; 

■pierces through the silence, I see tbe 

breaking of dawn where “yon grey 
lines that fret the clouds are mes- 
sengers of day", and I tell myself 
that, God willing a new day will soon 
dawn for Malaysia. 
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The author, the former deputy 
prime minister of Malaysia, is 
awaiting trial on charges of ‘im- 
morality’. $1998. Newsweek Ine 
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How to turn nothing into something 
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6 1 WAS involved in the 
Rotterdam 2045 project, 
a project that included 
the opportunity to de- 
velop concrete design propos- 
als for the city in the next 
millennium . These designs 
were used to open the discus- 
sion on the character of the city 
as a whole. Design as a polit- 
ical tool. 

The crisis of the makeable 
society is being discussed 
everywhere. In the meantime, 
we carry on creating, making, 
building and planning. The 
end of toe makeability some- 
times seems to be only a de- 
featist thought, not reaL 
Nevertheless, this question is 
very real in Rotterdam. 

If there is one place where, 
after the wai; a lot has been vis- 
ibly achieved, where “produc- 
ing an achievement” was 
considered the greatest value, 
then ft is Rotterdam. Only 
those who, in the late Fbrties. 
after having left the Central 
Station, stood on the edge of 
toe plain of Rotterdam, can 
understand what has been 
achieved here. 

Nowhere else was work 
done so purposefully and with 
such concrete goals. Nowhere 
else was construction so much 


connected with belief in the 
future. And nowhere else did 
you know so precisely what 
your future was going to be. 

At present, there is no other 
place where the problem of toe 
future is as tangible as in Rot- 
terdam. This is no abstract 
and philosophical problem. 
The project of turning nothing 
into something has been more 
or less completed. TheKbpvan 
Zuid, one could say, is toe last 
great effort that bas its origins 
in the Thought of Re- 
construction. 

This is a precious cliche; the 
Rotterdammer rolled up his 
sleeves and put his shoulders 
to tbe wheeL But we find our- 
selves at a turning-point with 
possibly far-reaching psycho- 
logical consequences. How can 
you preserve the charm of toe 
morale from the time of the re- 
construction now the city has 
been rebuilt, when there is no 
clear goal, no more consensus 
on the strategy no ethical 
framework in which big groups 
can find each other? 

The doubtfal luxury’ of the 
zero point of the bombard- 
ment definitely belongs to the 
past There is now talk of an op- 
timal situation as toe starting 
point There is a transition 
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Ole Bouman 

From a speech by the 
editor of the Dutch 
architecture magazine 
Archis’ at the Riba 
conference 'Cities in 
the Millennium' 


from growth and making to 
maintenance and manage- 
ment Obviously, building act- 
ivities wifi continue, as in any 
other fag dty However; this will 
not be comparable with filling 
the post-war tabula rasa. This 
is a far less illustrious destiny, 
with many more doubts. How 
does one remain enthusiastic 
then? Isn’t the maintenance of 
the easting a size too small for 


the real Rotterdammer? Luck- 
ily, some will say, there is still 
the port; this symbol of growth, 
regeneration and internation- 
al status. The spirit of Rotter- 
dam will, no matter how. 
survive in toe port, if only in the 
constantly increasing trans- 
shipment As long as the port 
is growing, energy and inspir- 
ation can find a way out 

In this version of the future 
the city is reduced to an econ- 
omic unit. The port as the 
essence of Rotterdam means 
a materialistic view of the 
world, in which business and 
international orientation are 
the main elements. But this 
also immediately indicates the 
vulnerability of this image. Be- 
cause, according to both the 
Idea of world-wide free trade, 
and to the opposite model of 
protectionism, Rotterdam as a 
portdtywill have to do its very 
best. Moreover, it is not yet at 
all clear to what extent the 
future port will have anything 
to do with the city. 

At the non-material level 
there are also all kinds of de- 
velopments that can put the 
port into perspective. What is 
advantageous for the port does 
not necessarily have to be good 
for Rotterdam. Similarly, what 


is advantageous for Rotter- 
dam does not necessarily have 
to be good for the country. 

Rotterdam, as a large urban ' 
conurbation, deals with the 
tendencies occurring in Europe 
and in toe world. There isln 
increasing pressure on indus- 
trial activities, in particular in 
the countries of Western Eur- 
ope. The growth of the tertiary 

and quaternary sectors is enor- 
mous. and this has far- 
^"sequences fbr a 

«ty Web Rotterdam. Migration, 
mobility and environment re- 
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Never has the United 
States' political system 
been more hell-bent 
on self-destruction 

ONLY A fool would try to predict the 
outcome of President Clinton's trial 
by Ihe Senate, which wiO start in the 
New Year. All that can sensibly be 
said is that, if time and time again 
the President has made a come- 
back, time and again his relentless 
Republican pursuers have gone 
after him and prevented him 
escaping into the long grass. 

Whatever happens, the Presi- 
-i dent's impeachment is a crisis for 
* American government and socie ty 
of the first magnitude. It is both 
dramatic evidence of how bitter 
American politics has become and 
an ominous indication of how 
divisions are likely to deepen. His- 
torically, the civil rights legislation 
of the Sixties destroyed the Demo- 
cratic coalition of northern liberals 
and southern conservatives, leav- 
ing the two sides ideologically 
divided as never before. 

This is not, as one London tabloid 
called it, a “sex trial". It is a grave 
constitutional crisis and it will turn 
not on the American public’s atti- 
tude to sexual morality but on the 
Senate's judgment about whether 
the President perjured himself and 
abused his oath of office. 

When the Senate sits on the 
impeachment resolutions, its pre- 
siding officer will be the Chief Jus- 
tice, William Rehnquist That is 
not good news for President Clin- 
ton, for Rehnquist is an ultra con- 
servative, originally a supporter of 
Senator Barry Goldwater, who ran 
unsuccessfully for the White House 
as a conservative in 1964, and a 
nominee and supporter of Richard 
Nixon, who resigned rather than 
face impeachment in 1974. 

As it happens, the Chief Justice 
-^Published in 1992 a scholarly study 
of the impeachment process and, in 
particular, of the impeachment 
trials of Chief Justice Samuel Chase 
in 1805 and President Andrew John- 
son in 1868. In his book Rehnquist 
makes some points about the Nixon 
case that have ironic resonances 
today. He points out that, in 1974, 
members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives judiciary committee (the 
majority of course, then Democrats) 
rejected the view advanced today by 
.. - -jjne Democrats in Clinton's de- 
fence that the “high crimes and 
misdemeanours" for which, ac- 
cording to the constitution, a pres- 
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The impeachment hearings of President Andrew Johnson in the Senate Chambers in 1S6S 


ident can be removed must be in- 
dictable offences under criminal law. 

But he makes a very interesting 
point about the Chase and Johnson 
impeachments. In each case, Rehn- 
quist points out, impeachment fol- 
lowed a period when a victorious 
party, having at last achieved power 
in Congress, found itself frustrated 
by a chief justice or a president. In 
1805 it was the Jefferson Republi- 
cans (ancestors of today’s Democ- 
rats), who worked off their 
frustration on the Federalist Chase. 

In 1868 it was the radical Re- 
publicans who, having won the Civil 
War and emancipated the slaves, 
wanted to push through a radical 
^Reconstruction" of the defeated 
southern states and found them- 
selves frustrated by the conserva- 
tive (and southern) Johnson. The 
immediate issue was Johnson's 
sacking of his Secretary of Who a re- 
sponse to the radical Republicans' 
Ttenure of Office Act; the underlying 
issue was the Republicans’ wish to 
give the vote to the newly freed 
blacks in the South. 

Johnson survived, by a single 
vote, in the most melodramatic 
circumstances imaginable. The 
decisive vote came from a dying 
senator, carried into the chamber 
on a couch. In reality, Johnson 
survived because half a dozen 
moderate Republicans, troubled by 
the reckless enthusiasm of Thad- 
deus Stevens, Ben Butler and the 


other radicals, voted for acquittal. 

The key to what is happening in 
Washington now is again the rage 
and frustration felt by the activist 
conservative Republicans because 
they think they are being robbed of 
the fruits of their victory. They 
thought there had been a Reagan 
Revolution, with the liberals con- 
founded and conservatives in the 
saddle for the next generation at 
least. Then they had to put up with 
George Bush, just the kind of mod- 
erate Republican they dislike more 
even than liberals. 

In 1994 they offered their “Con- 
tract with America" and won a 
smashing victory under Newt Gin- 
grich, capturing both houses of 
Congress for the first time for two 
generations - only to see Bill Clin- 
ton pop up again in 1996. They 
managed to get an arch conserva- 
tive, Kenneth Starr, appointed as 
special prosecutor to investigate 
first the Clintons 1 financial dealings 
in Arkansas, and then anything 
that might be thrown at them. But, 
after spending 840m, Starr came up 
with nothing. 

Clinton won the 1996 election. 
Imagine the congressional Repub- 
licans’ thrill when they learned 
that their enemy had not only been 
recklessly meeting a young intern 
for sexual trysts in the White House 
but had been foolish enough to lie 
on oath, and on television, about it 

Clinton repeated his lie and was 


caught out, in pan thanks to un- 
scrupulous prosecutorial manoeu- 
vres by Starr and his bloodhounds. 
Once again the radical Republicans 
thought they had got their man. and 
once again, in the mid-term elec- 
tions last month, he slipped away. 

The strain has been telling on the 
Republicans. Newt Gingrich sur- 
vived a clumsy, abortive coup last 
July, onty to be forced to resign after 
tiie party’s poor performance in No- 
vember. Now his successor, Robert 
Livingston, has resigned after ad- 
mitting that he, too, had strayed 
from the marriage bed. To lose two 
speakers in a month argues a cer- 
tain carelessness, or a certain des- 
peration. But they dosed ranks, 
voted the straight party line and 
pushed through impeachment 

What happens now? There are 55 
Republicans in the Senate and only 
45 Democrats. But conviction on an 
impeachment requires a two-thirds 
vote. On the face of it that would 
seem to mean that the Republicans 
are unlikely to get the 67 votes they 
need; apart from anything else, 
they cannot be sure of every last 
Republican senator's vote. 

Nothing that has happened since 
the Lewinsky scandal first broke, 
however, encourages confident lin- 
ear prediction. The Senate trial 
will be the focus of the most intense 
media feeding frenzy that is imag- 
inable. The Republicans are des- 
perate not to see their prey escape 




yet again. The Democrats, howev- 
er, are not so united. 

Public support for President 
Clinton remains at a high leveL and 
has even risen since he was im- 
peached But conservative Repub- 
licans are not as interested in public 
opinion as they are in the wishes of 
their ideologically passionate 
activists and financial backers. 

There has been much talk in 
Washington of deals, and plea-bar- 
gaining comes naturally to Ameri- 
can lawyers, which is what many 
members of the Senate are. In 
theory, the Senate can do what it 
likes. It can deride, by a simple ma- 
jority vote, not to proceed with the 
trial. It can decide whether or not 
to hear witnesses and if so whether 
to hear them in public or in camera. 

The Senate could certainly vote 
to censure the President with or 
without a fine, perhaps requiring 
him to sign his own condemnation 
Censure, however is what tile Pres- 
ident's defenders want and for 
that reason alone it would feel like 
yet another humiliating frustration 
for his pursuers. 

My own hunch is that the debate 
in the Senate will go the whole way, 
and the final vote will not come be- 
fore extraordinary dramas and ma- 
noeuvres. There are several 
influential Democratic senators 
who are outraged by the President’s 
behaviour. They feel he has let 
them, their party and the country 


down. Some or all of them might 
come out for impeachment. Or, at 
the last minute, they might 
orchestrate a movement for some 
compromise that could not be dis- 
missed as a slap on the wrist - 
though it is not easy’ to imagine what 
that could be. 

So the next three months will see 
unprecedented passions and unan- 
ticipated events. It will all be great 
fun. It will also be bad news for the 
United States and therefore for the 
rest of us. Both the presidency and 
the Congress will emerge from the 
crisis, whatever happens, with their 
reputation damaged, and so in a 
sense will the American system, 

Never has the US exerted more 
influence, even hegemony, than 
now, never has its domestic politi- 
cal system been more hell-bent on 
self-destruction. America is a strong 
society, and its institutions are 
tougher than they sometimes look. 
It remains to be seen how they will 
cope with the new media, for whom 
nothing is sacred, and with the new 
politics, by' which angry ideologically 
conservative Republicans, slug it out 
with angry, ideologically liberal De- 
mocrats, with the rules even 
rougher than they were for fighting 
in the old Arkansas river ports, 
where everything was allowed but 
for biting, gouging and bollocking. 

Hamish McRae's weekly column 
win appear tomrrow 
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The chief executive 
of the Qualifications 
and Curriculum 
Authority replies 
to recent criticisms 
of the National 
Curriculum tests 

IN THE eaity 1990s there were 
valid criticisms of the nation- 
al tests. They focused on the 
reliability of the tests, the in- 
formation they provided, and 
the possibility of cheating. 
However problems in all these 
areas have been successfully 
tackled and criticisms along 
these lines are now outdated. 

Each question in the tests 
is now rigorously pre-tested to 
pitch it at the correct leveL So. 
too. are the papers, which are 
anchored to the previous 
year's standard. Radical 
changes to the tests are avoid- 
ed, and any necessary changes 
are carefully piloted before in- 
troduction. The tests are now 
among the most carefully de- 
veloped school exams in the 
world 

The tests provide far more 
detailed information than 
simply a test mark. AD papers 
are sent back to the schools 
after marking, so that teach- 
ers can see exactly where 
mistakes were made. The 
QCA analyses the completed 
papers, and publishes a report 
setting out strengths and 
weaknesses of performance. 

As for cheating, schools are 
not allowed to open test paper 
packs until an hour before 
the test starts. During the 
test, random schools received 
an unscheduled visit to check 
administration arrangements; 
in only a few cases was there 
evidence of malpractice. 

The tests are making a 
major contribution to improv- 
ing the quality of education. 
They may not measure every- 
thing that is worth learning, 
but they are a measure of 
progress in the core curricu- 
lum elements. They provide di- 
agnostic information; they 
hold schools accountable; they 
enable us to set targets. One 
of the main levers in the cru- 
sade to raise levels of achieve- 
ment, they are here to stay. 


Animal rights: time to talk turkey 
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THIS IS the time of year when we are 
reminded that dogs aren’t for Christ- 

3 ias, they are for life; to which I recall 
. laconic Alexei Sayie responding: “Wte 
usually have a turkey round our place, 
actually.” After the hunger strike by 
the campaigner; Barry Home, and 
huge rows over vivisection and 
“ animal ri gh ts", H is interesting to find 
in Stephen Budiansky a writer who 
emphatically will not stick up for the 
fluffy bunnies -at least, not if you want 
to suggest to him that they have 
thoughts, memories and intelligence 
that resemble ours. 

In the 19th century, the Prussian 
horse “Clever Hans", it was claimed, 
was able to do maths by tapping the 
answer to multiple-choice questions 
with a hoof Its reward was a sugar 
.lump. However; investigators found 
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that if the people watching didn't 
know the answer to the question, 
Hans got it wrong. The smart horse 
was reacting to tiny changes in the 
observers' reactions as it reached the 
correct answer. So was Hans just a 
stupid horse? One could argue that it 
was really very clever to spot a piece 
of body language that none of the 
humans had noticed. 

Budiansky shortlisted twice for 
the Rhon e-Poulenc science- writing 
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TUESDAY POEM 

I PRINCESS PICKS LOVER OUT 
FROM GODS 

BY RUTH PADEL 

Thank God we cast 
A spot of shadow in our lives. 

Said the Mahabharata bride, 

Fhcdng five versions of her groom - 


Your himsftlf plus four male gods, 

Fbur dead-spit images, self-xeroxed in his shape - 
Who recognised that heartbeat. 

The she'd have to part with. 

By the shadow at his heeL Gods don’t go round 
Casting shadow. Things we do and feel 
(As a leader in The Independent 
Put it afterwards) are incomplete. 

Our poems until 8 January come from volumes shortlisted for the 
T 5 Eliot Prize, to be announced on J 1 January. Ruth Padel's 
‘Rembrandt Would Have Loved You * is published by Chatto (£7.99) 




prizes, wants to examine what animals 
experience in their “consciousness" 
and what intelligence means. The 
book's title is taken from Wittgenstein, 
who said: “If a lion could talk, we would 
not understand him.” Budiansky 
argues that if a Hon could talk, we could 
understand him fine - but its “mind 
would no longer be a lion's mind". 

Everyone - even scientists - does 
want animals to “talk”. Rather than 
observing horses as herd animals 
well adapted to open grasslands, we 
want them to play the mathematical 
games we would demand from 
children. Rather than trying to see 
what makes chimpanzees unique, we 
want to teach some of them American 
sign language so we can feel gratified 
at how many words and simple “sen- 
tences" they can produce. 

Even when describing such tests, 
language gets in the way. “The 
monkey went to the food" contains an 
undercurrent of intentionality that 
may be lacking in the animal. Even 
amoebae can direct themselves 
towards food sources. At what level of 
the evolutionary ladder should we say 
that simple response ends and 
intention begins? 

The truth is that every animal has 
been equipped by that ultimate school 
of hard knocks, evolution, to deal as 
best it can with its environment - 
though all have ideal niches, deter- 
mined by selection. Being among a 
bunch of twitching 19th century 
humans who offer sugar lumps for 
picking up subtle inflections of move- 
ment is not a horse’s ideal spot, but it 
will do its best But it is not doing, and 



Learning sign language is not what makes chimps unique Bill Rountree 


never wfl) do, mathematics. Budiansky 
manages the neat trick of drumming 
this into the reader's head without 
ever seeming to be preaching. 

However, he also manages an 
equally valuable task. Although behav- 
ioural scientists are always taught 
about Clever Hans in their first sem- 
inar the syllogism of “this is the 
answer, so that is the process by 
which the animal reached it" persists 
in modern research. Work with apes, 
chimpanzees, rats, mice, birds and 
worms all comes under sceptical 
inspection. Little passes the test. 
Budiansky wields Occam's razor like 
Sweeney Todd, slashing through 
sloppy thinking about what animals 
might be “capable” of and bringing 
high-flying results (such as the chimp 
that appears able to add numbers for 
a food reward; crashing to earth. 

One could argue that scientists, too, 
are driven by similar logic, in that the 
simplest way to get your name on a big 
scientific paper with attendant rise in 
status is to achieve a “conscious- 
like" response from an animal. But 
what sets the scientist apart is that 
paper. Humans stand on the other side 


of a Rubicon of evolution. Language 
separates us from all other species, “a 
rocket that has allowed us to escape 
the gravitational pull of biological 
adaptation". Horses tap the ground for 
sugar but only we worry about the 
possibility that we are being deceived 

Language also takes us into that 
peculiar realm where we can pose 
ethical questions. Is it “right" to kill 
turkeys? What “rights" can turkeys 
have? Does our position confer special 
rights on us or on the animals mutely 
left on the other side of the divide? 
Budiansky evades this point except to 
say: “We try so hard to show that chim- 
panzees or monkeys or dogs or cats 
or rats or chickens or fish or frogs are 
like us in their thoughts and feelings; 
in doing so we do nothing but denigrate 
what they’ really are." 

Personally, I trill have turkey for 
Christmas. I will also offer a gift of 
thanks to evolution, and especially 
language, which means that I'm not 
spending it on the savannahs, trying 
to avoid the attention of silent lions. 
Animals, after all, don’t recognise 
human rights. 

Charles Arthur 
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nigel holder bad recently 
become head of the Department of 
Anatomy and Developmental Biol- 
ogy at University College London, 
and was enjoying enormous suc- 
cess, when he died suddenly and 
left his family, friends and col- 
leagues devastated 

He had started life as a botanist 
but after graduating from King's Col- 
lie London in 1974, chose to do a 
PhD with me on limb development 
focusing on the the development of 
joints and bone formation, at the 
Middlesex Hospital Medical School. 

He matte the transition with great 
ease and then was awarded a Nato 
Postdoctoral Fellowship to work on 
limb regeneration at the Universi- 
ty of California at Irvine. There he 
rapidly made significant contribu- 
tions to the mech anis ms by which 
the regeneration of the newt's limb 
is controlled 

It was characteristic of Holder’s 
exceptional abilities to master new 
fields. When he returned to London 
in 1979 he was appointed Lecturer 
in Anatomy at King’s College where 
he studied how nerve cells find 
their targets. He was soon promot- 
ed to a Readership and then became 
a Professor. 

It was at King's that his imagi- 
native organisational skills were 
put to particularly good effect By 
persuading committee after com- 
mittee he managed to set up a 
Developmental Biology Research 
Centre in Drury Lane 

The unit was a novel idea and 
brought together in an interdisci- 
plinary environment a variety of dif- 
ferent groups each with their own 
techniques; so there were those 
with a more class cal approach to 
how the embryo develops - who 
thought mainly in terms of cells 
and how they signalled to each 
other and how they responded - 
interacting with those whose natural 
mode of thought was in terms of 
molecules. The centre was, and is, 
a great success. 

Holder's own interests now moved 
towards analysing development 
using the techniques of genetics. He 
was one of the first in this country 
to begin to use the zebrafish as a 
model for such studies and he soon 
established himself as a leader of a 
major group studying how mutations 
could affect the development of the 
zebrafish embryo. 

His reasons for choosing the ze- 
brafish were not only because it had 



He studied the 
zebrafish, because 
it had a short 
breeding cycle , 
but also because 
the embryo is 
transparent and 
so every cell can 
be followed under 
the microscope 


a short breeding cycle and so made 
genetics possible, but also because 
the embryo is transparent and so 
the behaviour of every cell in 
the embryo can be followed under 
the microscope. 

Holder was initially particularly 
interested in how the brain of the 
early embryo is patterned. He be- 
came increasingly convinced that a 
class of molecules known as ephrins 
play a vital role in signalling between 
cells during the development of the 
nervous system. More recently he 
discovered that they play a key role 
in the process whereby the embryo 
becomes segmented into blocks of 
tissue along its head to tail axis - 
blocks that later give rise to the 
vertebrae and body muscles. 

Just 15 months ago Holder was 
appointed to his current position as 
head of department at UCL. This 
was a major commitment as it is a 



Orion’s name came from the title of a 1979 book about Elvis 


NUREMBERG IS the universal 
shorthand for the trials of Nazi war 
criminals held after the Second 
World Wan In feet, however; it was 
the trials in which William Denson 
served which dealt with the truly 
horrendous cases. They involved 
the lesser-ranking officials, bureau- 
crats and military officers who actu- 
ally carried out the bestial policies 
mapped out by Hitler and his clos- 
est henchmen. Indeed, in terms of 
death sentences sought and carried 
out Denson was the most success- 
fill of all US war crimes prosecutors. 
Of the 177 Nazis who appeared 
before him, 132 were sentenced to 
death and 97 went to the gallows. 


Denson was a 32-year old gradu- 
ate ofthe West Point army academy 
and Harvard Law School when he 
was sent to the Judge Advocate's Of- 
fice in Europe in 1945, and assigned 
as chief prosecutor for the trials 
which were soon to start at Dachau 
covering crimes committed at 
Buchenwald Matthausen, Flossen- 
berg and Dachau itself Technically 
the four were “mere" concentration 
camps, rather than Veroich- 
tungslagen or extermination camps, 
such as Auschwitz or Tteblinka. But 
the wickednesses committed there 
were scarcely less egregious. 

Among those prosecuted by Den- 
son was August Eigruber, a Nazi 


very large and successful depart- 
ment Holder had been diagnosed 
several years earlier as having vas- 
culitis, an auto-immune disease af- 
fecting the blood vessels. At times 
tfae effects of the illness were severe 
but he never complained and sto- 
icalty waited for each episode to pass. 

There was every evidence that his 
doctors had found ways of control- 
ling it, and he threw himself with en- 
thusiasm into his new role. He built 
beautiful new aquaria for his fish and 
won support from many funding 
agencies to establish a large group 
of researchers. 

He ran the department with a 
touch that gained him the affection 
and confi dence of his colleagues. It 
also both amused and pleased him 
and me that he was now the boss of 
his former supervisor Holder had 
friends in the scientific community 
throughout the world; he had a 
great talent for friendship. He loved 

pamtingg and miisip a nd h a d 

an enthusiastic and moderately ! 
competent golfer 

His research was going very well 
and he had just been awarded a new 
grant for half a milli on pounds for 
special equipment He had just com- 
pleted, with a German colleague, 
a very important review of the role 
of ephrins in development He 
was also p lanning a mqjor recon- 
struction of part of the building in 
order to establish a new Centre for 
Post-Genomic Research. 

Holder realised that more and 
more, as the genome - the DNA - 
of humans and other or ganisms 
was worked out there would be the 
need to find out what all those genes 
were actually doing. His commit- 
ment to both science and the de- 
partment was total. 

But so too was his commitment 
to his family. He was particularly 
proud of his six-year-old son Daniel's 
poem that he had composed all on 
his own on a computer; he had 
brought Michael his nine-dqy-old 
son, into the department on the very 
day that he died. 


LEWIS WOLPERT 


Nigel Henry Keith Holder, devel- 
opmental biologist: bom London 2 
July 1953; Lecturer in Anatomy , 
Kings College London 1979-84, 
Reader 1954-93, Professor 1993-97; 
Head of Anatomy, University Col- 
lege London 1997-98; married 1990 
AlysonFbx ( two sons); died London 
11 December 1998. 


ELVIS PRESLEY was so innovative 
and so distinctive that there have 
been impersonators from the 
moment he started making hit 
records in 1956. Ral Dormer scored 
hits in the early 1960s as a quasi- 
Elvis, and numerous singers, 
including Cliff Richard and Billy 
Fury, copied his stage actions. 

However; it was Elvis's triumphant 
return to concert performances in 
the late Sixties wearing bejewelled 
jump suits, and his subsequent death 
in 1977, that caused promoters every- 
where to send in the clones. The reed 
thing was no more, and many Elvis 
impersonators made a good living, 
and still do, by acting out their fan- 
tasies on stage. Orion was the first 
to exploit Elvis’s death and, notori- 
ously. wanted to convince listeners 
that Elvis had faked his own death 
and was back performing. He wore 
a mask so the masquerade was not 
too transparent IDs record releases 
were on Sun, the very label on 
which Elvis had started. 

In reality, Orion was the dub 
singer Jimmy Ellis, who was born in 
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Maurice Gatsonides 


IT is taken for granted now that 
leading rally drivers are full-time 
professionals who make a hand- 
some IMng from the sport This was 
not the case between the wars 
and in the years just after the Sec- 
ond World War; when most rally 
drivers were keen amateurs who 
drove for the fun of it and were 
happy if a manufac turer provided 
a car for them and covered their 
expenses. Maurice Gatsonides 
deserves the credit for breaking 
the mould as he was probably the 
first full-time professional 

He was bora in 191 1 in Gombong, 
Java - in what was then the Dutch 
East Indies -where his diplomat fa- 
ther was posted. His parents then 
returned to Holland where he was 
educated. He joined KLM and qual- 
ified as a commercial pQot but left 
in 1935 to open a motor business 
near Haarlem. 

An enthusiasm for motor sport 
led him to start rally driving. His first 
major event was the 1936 Monte 
Carlo Rally in which he drove a Hffl- 
man Minx saloon, so beginning a 
long association with British cars. 
His first important success was in 
the 1939 Ufege-Rome-Liege rally 
driving a Riley Kestrel; he finished 
fourth. This event was run in late Au- 
gust and there were fears that the 
war would start before the com- 
petitors had completed the course. 

During the Second World War 
Gatsonides built up a profitable 
business making charcoal gas gen- 
erators which kept cars and com- 
mercial vehicles running in 
occupied Holland where there was 


no petroL This was a useful cover for 
his work in the Dutch resistance, 
helping escaped prisoners of wan 
When the war ended he resumed 
his motor trading activities and also 
tried to become a car manufactur- 
er at his garage at Heemsteede. He 
built a car using a Ford V-8 engine 
and other Ebrd parts which was 
called the Gatso or Gatfbrd This had 
startling aerodynamics with a dus- 
ter of lights on tiie front and covered 
occupants with a perspex canopy. 
The Gatso did not prosper, as it was 
undercapitalised and Fford compo- 
nents were hard to get 

Gatsonides now had agencies for 
Studebaker and the British Hill- 
man and Humben He took a Stude- 
baker on his first major post-war 
rally, the 1947 Alpine Trial and 
when the Monte Carlo Rally was re- 
vived in 1949, he won an award with 
a Hillman. The following year he was 
second overall with a Humber Super 
Snipe, a most unlikely rally car. 

While the Monte had the glamour 
and the publidty. to the real rallvist 
success in the Alpine was the true 
criterion of a leading driven The 
Alpine ran for a week in high sum- 
mer over the toughest Alpine pass- 
es; the aim was to win an Alpine Cup 
for finishing without losing any 
marks. In 1951. Gatsonides was 
offered a works Jaguar XK 120 for 
the Alpine and Bill Mackenzie, the 
motoring correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph, went with him as 
navigator and co-driver The Jaguar 
broke down on the last day with a 
water leak when a cup was in sight 
afterwards Mackenzie said he would 


never go with Gatsonides again, it 
was too frightening. 

In the 1952 Alpine he again used 
an XK 120 and this time secured a 
cup. His great win though, which se- 
cured him a permanent place in ral- 
lying history, was the 1953 Monte 
when he drove a Ford Zephyr, af- 
terwards he admitted that he had 
taken the easier route over the 
Massif Central but despite this had 
lost time and his winning margin 
was only three seconds. 

The Monte always had a strong 
element of chance and in 1954 Gat- 
sonides was paired with another 
former winner Marcel Becquart in 
a works DB 2/4 Aston Martin. They 
had a huge lead but lost it when Bec- 
quart missed a secret control and 
thqy fell to seventh place. 

Gatsonides also Med his hand at 
motor racing, but he was a steady 
long-distance driver rather than a 
wheel-to -wheel racer so in his four 
appearances in the Le Mans 24-hour 
race he treated it more as a fast ralfy 
than a race; he was placed 12th with 
an Austin-Healey in 1953 and 11th 
with a Frazer Nash in 1954. He also 
drove a Triumph TR2 in the 1954 
MOle Mi glia, the legendary Italian 
open road race. He was nominated 
as a co-driver of a Maserati in the 
1952 Dutch Grand Prix but the car 
fell out so he never had the chance 
to match his abilities against the 
grand-prix drivers of the day. 

In 1954 Gatsonides switched his 
rallying allegiance to Triumph and 
stayed with the British firm for 
the next four years, gaining Alpine 
Cups in 1954 and 1956 and many 


minor places. During this time, he 
also had successful outings with. 
Porsche and DKW. 

By the end ofthe 1950s a new and 
younger generation of rally drivers 
had emerged, so he gracefully 
moved away from the front-line 
events but still kept active driving 
Citroen IDl9s in the Mobil Economy 
Runs, rallies which required rapid- 
ity with a light throttle foot He won 
the Mobil event in 1958, and scored 
a hat-trick between 1964 and 1966. 

Gatsonides retired as an active 
competition driver in the mid-1960s 
but showed his talent in a new and 
very profitable field. He had con- 
siderable skill as an electrical and 
electronic engineer and developed 
two devices which have had a great 
impact on British motorists. 

First he invmted the familiar tim- 
ing device for catching speeding dri- 
vers, using two paraM rubber tubes 
seta short distance apart which op- 
erate pressure switches as vehicles 
cross them. His second device was 
the Gatso flash camera which is now 
a familiar feature on road junctions 
throughout Britain, apprehending 
drivers who jump traffic lights. 

Maurice Gatsonides was a man 
of great charm who had many 
friends in Britain; his son is now 
m a n ag in g director of the Gatso 
electronic companies. 


David Venables 


Maurice Gatsonides, rally driver: 
bom Gombong, Java 14 February 
1911; married 1941 (one son, and 
one daughter deceased): died 29 
November 1998. 


Orion 


Orrville, Alabama, in 1945. Ellis 
recorded an album under his own 
name, Sornefhnes Wbrds Just Get In 
The Way, for a small Label in 1964. 
His fans remarked how closely he 
spoke and sang film Elvis. He main- 
tained that it was coincidence. 

In 1969 the Nashville entrepre- 
neur Shelby Singleton acquired the 
back catalogue of Sun Records, 
though Elvis’s tracks belonged to 
RCA. At first, Singleton marketed 
well-packaged reissues, but in 1972 
he had Ellis record the titles on 
Elvis’s first Sun single, “That’s All 
Right (Mama)" and “Blue Moon Of 
Kentucky". They were released with 
a “?” for the artist, and it was moot- 
ed that they were alternative takes 
from Elvis's first recording session 
in 1954. However, Singleton had 
used an electric bass which had not 
even been invented at the time. 

Undeterred, Singleton revived 
his hoax with Elvis's early death in 
1977. The mysterious “?" released a 
yuletide single. “Don’t Cry For 
Christmas," and Ellis's voice was 
added to familiar Sun tracks by Jeny 


Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins and Char- 
lie Rich. “Save The Last Dance For 
Me" by “Jeny Lee Lewis And 
Friend" was issued as a single in 1978. 

The sleeve carried an endorse- 
ment from the song's composer. 
Doc POmus, stating that he was sure 
it was Elvis. A voice test on the tele- 
vision programme Good Morning 
America confirmed that the mystery 
voice was indeed Elvis. Even the 
hard-bitten New Musical Express 
was fooled Roy Carr wrote, "I reck- 
on this track is genuine and as such 
it's quite magnificent - a timely re- 
minder of when recording sessions 
used to be fun.” By today’s stan- 
dards, Ellis was not even a particu- 
larly good Elvis soundalike. Whilst 
this was going on, Ellis released a 
tribute single under his own name, 
*Tm Not Trying lb Be Like Elvis”, 
and an album. By Request - fifiis 
Sings Elvis. 

Also in 1978, the author Gail 
Brewer-Giorgio published a novel 
Orion, which told or an Elvis-style 
rock star who faked his own death. 
(The name was derived from Elvis's 


middle name, Aaron.) This struck a 
chord with Shelby Singleton and so 
Jimmy Ellis became Orion, whose 
debut album. Reborn, was released 
by Sun on gold vinyl in 1979. The 
cover showed the masked singer 
emerging from a coffin. 

Just as children believe in Santa 
Claus, some fans wanted to believe 
that Orion was Elvis. Orion took his 
persona so seriously that he even 
wore his mask for rehearsals. Quite 
often he appeared on shows with 
Elvis Presley’s former vocal back- 
ing group, the Jordanaires. 

The ersatz Elvis had several sin- 
gles in the US country charts, in- 
cluding “Am I That Easy To Forget" 

1 1 980) and US versions of the British 
hits “Rockabilly Rebel" (originally by 
Matchbox) and “Crazy Little Thing 
Called Love" (Queen), both 1981. 
With commendable productivity, he 
recorded several albums for Sun, 
Sunrise (1979), Rockabilly »1980), 
Country (1980), Fresh (1981), Glory 
(1981) and Feelings (1981). He built 
up a considerable live following, 
then in 1983 he ripped off his mask 
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before a capacity audience and 
vowed never to wear it again. 

The full-faced Jimmy Ff)i«; was 
nowhere near as popular and so in 
1987 Ellis returned to the mask and 
his Orion persona He released an 
album, New Beginnings, in 1987 
and said at the time. "I don’t mind !*■. 
being compared to Elvis, but I V 
always wanted ray own identity as 
an artist" 

Orion found his comeback hard 
because by then, Elvis imperson- 
ators had become commonplace: 
nowadays, there are Asian. Chi- 
nese and even female Elvises. Ellis 
and his girlfriend, Elaine Thompson, 
also ran ^general store in Selma, Al- 

Were ***** when an 
araied robbery took place and both 
lost their lives. Ellis's last perfor- 

^Pseudo-Elvte had ’ 

been in Nashville a week earlier 
Spencer Leigh 


Jimmy Hodges EUis (Orion) 
Z 60771 0rrviUe ‘ Alabama 26 
Sd^Alnhn 945: ^ 4OTl: died 

Selma, Alabama 12 December 1998. 
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William Denson 


Gauleiter in upper Austria whom he 
later described as “one of the most 
arrogant defenders I have ever en- 
countered". Even from the scaf- 
fold, as the noose went around his 
neck, Eigruber shouted “Heil 
Hitler". The most famous defendant 
with whom he dealt however was 
Use Koch, dubbed the “Beast of 
Buchenwald" for her habit of per- 
sonally selecting prisoners for sadis- 
tic beatings and torture which often 
killed them, and accused of having 
lampshades and photograph albums 
made of tattooed human skin. 

Because she was pregnant when 
she went for trial the 40-year-old 
Koch was sentenced to life impris- 


onment rather than death for her 
crimes against non-Ger mans , lb 
Denson's declared disgust her term 
was reduced in 1947 to only four 
years by General Lucius Clay, then 
the senior US official in occupied Ger- 
mapy. However she was resenteuced 
to life by a German court for crimes 
against German citizens, and even- 
tually committed suidde in 1967. 

In a 1990 interview, Denson re- 
called how at first, although hard- 
ened to the horrors of war, he could 
not believe what he was hearing 
from camp survivors: 


IUrajght here were some people who had 
been mistreated in the camps and were 
seeking revenge, and that they were real- 


ty doing a job drawing on fantasy rather 
than reality. But when I questioned wit- 
nesses, and they recounted substan- 
tially the same things, then I knew the 
events had occurred, because these 
people did not have a chance to get 
together and fabricate their stories. 

Those who were in the dock 
struck him as having come from fair- 
ty normal backgrounds: but Denson 
said, exposure to violence merely 
generated more violence; experi- 
ence of atrocity merely raised the 
threshold of future atrocity. Of the 
177 people he prosecuted only four 
were acquitted and 132 were sen- 
tenced to death, it was the htghwa- 
ter mark for war crimes trials In 
Europe. A dozen more tribunals 


would sit in Nuremberg, but of the 
185 who appeared before them, just 
25 were sentenced to death. 

In 1948 Denson returned home 
from Europe to become chief liti- 
gator for the Atomic Energy Com- 
misson in Washington - only to find 
himself representing the AEC in the 
trial of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, 
who were convicted and executed m 
1953 for passing atomic secrets to the 

Soviet Union. He then became a 
partner in a New \brk law firm, spe- 
cialising in patents and copyright, be- 
fore ending his career with Melzer. 
Lippe, Goldstein. Wolf and SchlLssei 
of Mineola, Long Island. 

Rupert Cornwell 
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Alfred Roth 


_^thE SWISS architect, artist and writer 
^Alfred Roth was one of the last of the 
original generation of international 
modem architects closely associated 
with the Functionalist cause. 

• In 1927, he spent some time in Le Cor- 
busier’s atelier in Paris. There he 
worked on and wrote about the Le Cor- 
busier villa and apartment blocks built 
that year for the Werkbund Exhibition 
bn the Weissenhof, Stuttgart. The fol- 
lowing year he went to Gothenburg in 
Sweden, where he designed a series of 
low-cost apartments in the modem style. 

I He commenced his own architectural 
practice in 1931 in Zurich where four 
years later he collaborated with Marcel 
Rreueq the former Bauhaus master; and 
his cousin Emil Roth (they practised 
as Alfred and Emil Roth) on the 
renowned Doldertal apartment blocks 
in Zurich, which were the epitome of the 
cubic functionalist style: plain, flat- 
poofed, white buildings. He built his own 
bouse there in 1960, continuing the 
same tradition. 

; In the post-war period Roth worked 
closely with the Furnish architect Alvar 
Aalto whose work he had introduce to 
the Swiss public in an exhibition in 
Zurich in 1941. They collaborated on 
many projects, a fact acknowledged 
in the exhibition - commemorating 
£he centenary of Aalto's birth - now 
showing at the Eidgenossiche Tech- 
4 aische Hochschule, where Roth's 
archives are held. 

! His personal archive is extensive, 
containing material of a lifetime's prac- 
tice as an architect as well as the 
records of the years he served as edi- 
tor of the Swiss-based architectural 
magazine Werk (1943-56). The polemic 
be waged in Werk underlined his own 
interest in regional architecture and 
the work of Frank Lloyd Wrigh t, some- 
one else he met promoted and exhib- 
ited in Zurich. 

■ Roth was concerned with the inte- 
gration of the arts. He saw them best 
unified under the banner of a “Modem" 
architecture: “All my architectural 
endeavours and all my thinking are 
firmly based on the principles of . . . func- 
tional architecture," he wrote in 1960, 
although he warned that the most im- 
portant aspect of Elmctionalisra was its 
demand for “beauty, harmony nobility, 
and inventiveness". 

| He was also a minor painter in his 
own right following closely the De 
Strjl work of Max Bill and the Swiss/ 
hennan Kbnkreten artists from the mid- 
Fwenties whose Constructivist paintings 
and three-dimensional artefacts intro- 
duced formal grids, patterns, primary 
bolours and geometrical shapes. In this 



Roth’s buildings epitomised the Functionalist style Rene Burri/Book Art Architecture Picture Library 


kind of art - as in the rationalist archi- 
tecture it paralleled - the artist deter- 
mines everything mathematically. 

Roth is probably best remembered in 
Britain for the excellent exhibition he 
curated at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA) in 1946 on Swiss ar- 
chitecture and planning and for his 
much admired books. He published 
The Netn Architecture, in 1939. In it he 


issued in 1950 and his autobiography Al- 
fred Roth: Architect der Kontinuitat in 
1985. He was made an honorary mem- 
ber of the RIBA in 1948. 

Alfred Roth was a generous man and 
widely admired locally as a Vermittler 
lor facilitator), bringing together people 
from many disciplines, encouraging 
writers and students to clarify their 
thoughts on art and architecture. He 


He warned that the most important aspect 
of Functionalism was its demand for ‘ beauty , 
harmony i, nobility and inventweness’ 


featured the Boots Factory at Beeston 
in Nottinghamshire by Sir Owen 
Williams side by side with work by the 
second generation of Modern Movement 
masters, thus acknowledging the suc- 
cessful diaspora of the Functionalist 
idea. His book on the New School was 


served as a professor of architecture at 
the Swiss Federal Institute from 1957 to 
1971 and taught briefly at Harvard. 

His own house and studio on the 
Doldertal estate have more recently be- 
come a place of pilgrimage for a whole 
new generation of architects. Tburing 


the estate with a Swiss friend a few years 
ago, l rang his doorbell He welcomed 
us and once inside I discovered one of 
my own books opened on his drawing 
board at the pages that featured his work! 

Soon he was talking us through his 
work. He was still active as architect in 
his late eighties. We looked briefly at the 
drawings ofhisworkon the Middle East 
particularly his accomplished Sabbag 
Centre in Beirut (with Aalto). But it was 
his own house he was most proud of and 
he took us on a tour. He pointed out the 
many small Mondrian-like coloured 
drawings he had propped up all over the 
house - except in the rooms hired out 
to students. 

Significantly, he had reduced his 
own living requirements to a camp bed 
in the living room and the use of the 
shared facilities. He lived out his Func- 
tionalist role to the end. 

Dennis Sharp 

Alfred Roth, architect bom Wongen, 
Switzerland 21 May 1903: died Zurich 
20 October 1998. 
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Historical Notes 

Ralph Harrington 

People on the move 
in the ancient world 


TRANSPORT IS as old as 
h uman society: as long as 
people have been around, 
they have moved them- 
selves and the things they 
need from place to place. 

The oldest recorded story 
in the world, the Mesopot- 
amian Epic of Gilgamesh 
from the third millennium 
BC. contains an important 
and enigmatic passage about 
Urshanabl the ferryman of 
Utnapishtim, who carries 
King Gilgamesh of Uruk 
across the ocean that is the 
boundary of the known world; 
this is possibly the earliest 
reference we have to a trans- 
port professional. Fifteen 
hundred years later we have 
the account of the difficulties 
Odysseus encountered in 
voyaging from Thoy to Ithaka. 
The 500-mile journey ended 
up taking him 10 years; not for 
nothing in the ancient world 
was the sea regarded as 
alarming and untrustworthy. 

Land travel too, had its 
perils. In the Old Testament 
we have, in the Book of Num- 
bers, the story of Balaam 
and the angel the seer Bal- 
aam, travelling in the course 
of his duties (but contrary to 
God's will) to the land of 
Moab, was baffled, then in- 
furiated, then violent and 
abusive, when the ass he 
was riding came to a sudden 
hall having seen, as her rider 
could not the angel of the 
Lord blocking the path. Bal- 
aam's anger, we are told, 
“was kindled, and he smote 
the ass with his staff"; an 
early example of road rage. 


Rome, of course, had its 
roads. The heart of Rome was 
the ancient equivalent of a 
road sign: the miUiarium 
aureum. the golden mile- 
stone, from which the great 
roads - the Via Flaminia, the 
Via Aurelia, the Via Appia - 
radiated the length and 
breadth of Europe, and be- 
yond. into Africa and Asia. 
And along those roads moved 
merchants, artisans, farmers, 
doctors, dvii servants, and of 
course generals and soldiers; 
and along them, too, travelled 
the, language and customs of 
Rome, literature and philos- 
ophy, religions old and new. 
The Roman road was simul- 
taneously military hardware, 
political symbol cultural 
conduit and economic infra- 
structure. and this is by 
no means the last time 
transport systems have em- 
bodied this conjunction of 
the political the cultural and 
the economic. 

The stupendously engi- 
neered road network of the 
Incas had a similar signifi- 
cance in their society: and in 
more modern times the 
Grand Trunk Road of 
Mughal and then British, 
India, memorably described 
in Rudyard Kipling's Kim, 
provides another example. 

The Roman Empire came 
to an end in the fifth ceDtury 
AD. but the roads remained 
to form the basic element of 
land transport in Europe for 
another thousand and more 
years. The people of this post- 
Roman world travelled a lot 
more than we tend to think 


The old image of medieval 
and early modern people 
living their whole lives in 
their own village, generally 
travelling no more than 
two or three miles, with a 
trip to the local market 
town amounting to a major 
adventure, while not with- 
out elements of truth, is a 
simplistic generalisation. 
Medieval society was full of 
people on the move: officers 
of state, nobles, armies, 
clergy, scholars, pilgrims, 
drovers. Roads were, by 
modern standards, poor, and 
travel was highly seasonally 
dependent but travel people 
did and do. 

Travel is more than just 
the utilitarian expression of 
the human requirement; it is 
also an epression of free- 
dom. Societies which have 
sought to limit freedom have 
always controlled travel and 
transport, the movement of 
people, goods and ideas. 

Itoday the networks of 
transport we have around 
us and upon which we depend 
are expressions of a greater 
modem freedom. The free- 
dom of movement a freedom 
which is spread more widely 
and has a greater influence 
than has ever been the case 
before. The consequence of 
this freedom is prosperity, 
opportunity and a richness of 
life inconceivable to most of 
our ancestors. 

Ralph Harrington is writing 
* Metropolis in Motion: trans- 
port, communication and 
the modem city. 1880-1940’ 
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Births, 
Marriages 
J t Deaths 

i Deaths 


'LARK: Mary, aged 90. peacefully 
i in Greenwich. Funeral at Mor- 
, den College Chapel, Blackheath, 

, 31 December at 3pm. 

TOPPER: nee Barton, on IS 
, December; in Creditor] Hospital 
Patricia, aged 88 years, beloved 

■ mother of Vernon, Victor and 

' Gerald Hill and stepmother of 
Edward and Richard Hepper. 

: Mineral service at St Mary's 
Church. Morchard Bishop, on 
Thursday 24 December at II am. 
followed by interment at St 
___rajary's C-hurch. Calverleigh. 

' inquiries to A White & Sons 
; 013B3 772043. 

vlULGAN: Diana, died peacefully 
at home on Friday 18 December 
. 1998, aged 50 years. Wife of Tom 
: Graham. Rineral to take place 
‘ on Wednesday 23 December at 
3.30pm at Mortlake Crematori 

■ urn. Flowers or donations for 
“The Hale Clink" or "Musicians 

. Benevolent FlmcT to be sent to 
TEL Sanders & Sons, 35 High 

■ Street Barnes. SW13. The Rev 
; Barry Smith will officiate. 


Uinouncements for Gazette 
SIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
JEATHS (Births, Adoptions, 
damages. Deaths, Memorial 
Jtvices. Wedding anniver- 
juries. In memonami are 
iharged at E6J0 a tine (VAT 
xtra). OTHER Gazette 
innouncements (notices, 
unctions, forthcoming mar- 
iages, Marriages), which 
oust be submitted in writing 
re charged at £10 a line, VAT 
xtra. Always include a day- 
one telephone number. 


I - — 

(changing of the Guard 

ihe Household Cavalry 
Counted Regiment mounts 
he Queen’s life Guard at 
lorse Guards, Ham; 1st 
iattalion Hie Duke of 
Wellington's Regiment 
founts the Queen's Guard, 
i Buckingham Palace, 
1.30am, band provided by 
ne Scots Guards. 


Birthdays 

Air Chief Marshal Sir John 
Aiken. 77; Lady Archer of 
Weston-super-Mare, scien- 
tist, 54; Sir Douglas Brown, 
High Court judge. 67; Mr 
Robin Corbett MP, 65; Mr 
James Cropper, Lord- 
lieutenant of Cumbria, 60; 
Viscount Davidson, former 
government whip, 70; Mr 
Noel Edmonds, television 
presenter, 50; Mr Maurice 
Gibb, of the Bee Gees, 49; 
Mr Robin Gibb, of the Bee 
Gees, 49; Dr Judith 
McClure, Headmistress, St 
George’s School Edinburgh, 
53; Sir TVefor Morris, chair- 
man, Police Information 
Technology Organisation, 64; 
Mr Chris Old, former Eng- 
land cricketei; 50; The Rev 
Lord Sandford, former gov- 
ernment minis tec 78; Lord 
Stott, former Senator of 
the College of Justice in 
Scotland, 89; The Duke of 
Westminster, Chancellor; 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University, 47; Mr Ken Whit- 
more, playwright. 59; Sir 
Peregrine Wbrsthorne, 
writer and editor, 75. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Roger H King of 
Sicily, 1095; Hermann Samuel 
Reimarus, theologian and 
philosopher, 1694; James 
Edward Oglethorpe, colonist 
and founder of Georgia. 1696; 
Jean-Etienne Liotard, 
painter 1702; Carl Friedrich 
Abel composer 1728; John 
Crome (“Old Crome”), land- 
scape painter 1768; Franz 
Abt composer and conduc- 
tor 1819; Jean-Henri Ffebre, 
naturalist 1823; Charles Stu- 
art Calveriey, poet and paro- 
dist 1831; William Hale 
White (“Mark Rutherford"), 
novelist 1831; John Nevil 
Maskeiyne, stage magician, 
1839; Teresa Carreno, 
pianist 1853; Giacomo Anto- 
nio Domenico Michele Sec- 
ondo Maria Puccim, operatic 
composer 1858; Edwin 
Arlington Robinson, poet 
1869; Franz Schmidt com- 


poser. 1874; Edgard (Edgar 
Victor Achille- Charles i 
Varese, composer 1883; 
Deems Taylor composer 
1885: Alan Dudley Bush, 
composer, conductor and 
pianist 1990; Pierre 
Brasseur rPierre-Albert 
Espinasse), actor 1995. 

Deaths: Aulus Vitellius, 
Roman emperor beheaded 
AD 69; Francois Clouet 
(Janet), miniature painter, 
1572; Maximilien de BOthune, 
Due de Sully, soldier and 
statesman. 1641; Giovanni 
Francesco Barbieri (Guerci- 
no>, painter. 1666; Richard 
Alleine, religious writer, 1681; 
Michel Baron (Michel Boy- 
ron), actor and playwright 
1729; Jan Dismas Zelenka, 
composer, 1745; Simon Math- 
urin Lantara, landscape 
painter 1778; James Harris, 
grammarian, 1780; Sir Philip 
Francis, civil servant and 
writer 1818; The Rev Martin 
Joseph Routh, scholar 1854; 
George Eliot (Mary Ann 
Evans), novelist 1880; Henry 
Watterson. journalist and 
politician, 1921; Dwight 
Lyman Moocty, evangelist 
1899; Baron Richard von 
Krafft-Ebing, psychiatrist 
1902; Nathanael West 
(Nathan Wallenstein Wein- 
stein), novelist 1940: Franz 
Boas, anthropologist 1942; 
Helen Beatrix Potter, writer 
and artist 1943; Harry Lang- 
don, silent film comedian, 
1944; Richard Frederick 
Dimbleby, television com- 
mentator, 1S65; Josef von 
Sternberg, film director, 1969; 
Darryl Francis Zanuck, film 
producer 1979; William 
Henry PUkington, Baron 
Pflkingtnn, 1983; David Pen- 
haligon MR lolled in a car 
accident 1986; Lord (Ted) 
Willis, playwright politician 
and writer 1992. 

On this day: the Gregorian 
calendar was introduced into 
Germany and Switzerland, 
1583; James Stuart the Old 
Pretender landed at Peter- 
head, 1715; the first pan- 
tomime in England was 
staged at the Lincoln's Inn 


Theatre, 1716; Beethoven’s 
5th and 6th (Pastoral) sym- 
phonies were first played in 
Vienna, 1808; Alfred Dreyfus 
was convicted and sentenced 
to imprisonment on Devil’s 
Island, 1895; the Ministry of 
Pensions was first set up, 
1916; the musical show Lilac 
Time was first produced in 
London, 1922; in Java, the 
Merapi volcano erupted 
causing over 700 deaths, 

1930; the musical show High 
Button Shoes was first pro- 
duced in London, 1948; the 
withdrawal of British and 
French forces from Port Said 
was completed. 1956; South- 
ern Rhodesia left the Com- 
monwealth. 1966; Kurt 
Waldheim was elected Secre- 
tary-General of the United 
Nations, 1971; a violent 
earthquake in Guinea result- 
ed in over 400 deaths, 1983; a 
Pan American jumbo jet 
crashed on to the town of 
Lockerbie in Scotland killing 
all 259 passengers and crew, 
and 11 people on the ground 
1988. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Chaeremon and Others, St 
Flavian of Tuscany, St 
Ischyrion and St Zeno. 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Clare Fbrd Willie, 
“Neo-Classical Portraiture", 
2pm. 


EPRIME ESHAG 

A memorial occasion to com- 
memorate the life and work of 
Eprime Eshag will be held in 
Wadham College, Oxford on 
Saturday 23 January 1999, 
starting in the Holywell Music 
Room at 2.30pm. 


Dinners 

Royal Society of Saint 
George 

Lord Levene of Portsoken, 
Lord Mayor of London, and 
Lady Levene, Lady Mayoress, 


accompanied by the Sheriffs 
and their ladies, attended the 
Christmas Banquet of the 
City of London Branch of the 
Royal Society of Saint 
George at Mansion House, 
London EC4. Mr Michael 
Chism, Chairman, accompa- 
nied by Mrs Chism, presided 
Sir Michael Knight also 
spoke. The Rev Basil Walter 
gave the Christmas Blessing. 


CHURCH 

APPOINTMENTS 

The following appointments 
have been announced by the 
Church of England: 

The Rev Martin Cleere, Head of RE. 
Bromford School. Wkddord (Cbelms- 
Cordr has been appointed Priest- in- 
Charge. Great Mongeham and Ripple 
vith Sulura-by-Dover; Northbourae and 
Bettcshonaer with Ham ( Canterbury i. 
The Rev Michael Cole. NSM, Paiosincfc 
with Shcepscombe and Cranham 
(Gloucester!; to be NSM, Rurford; and 
K cru p sfo rd with WbeBbrd (same diocese'. 
The Rex* Philip Conway, Assistant 
Curate, High Harrogate Christ Church 
■Ripon): to be Priest-io-Cbarge, Men 
beniot tTriuni. 

Hie Rev Philip Harrison, Rector; Dray- 
ton with Fdthorpe (Norwich': to be also 
Honorary Canon of Norwich Cathedral 
(same dloeesei. 

Hie Rev Alison Marshall Curate, Whit- 
tlesey, Pondersbridge and Coates (EJyi: 
has biffin appointed Deputy Chaplain, 
HMP Norwich (Nonrich i. 

The Rev Sytvin Mutch. Rector; 

Elvington with Sutton on Derwent and 
East Cottingwith (York). Lo be non- 
Residentiaiy (Yinrm, York Minster 
(Earn? diocese). 

Tfao Rev John Pool, Warden and 
Sacrist St Pant’s Cathedral (London): 
to be Vicar, Wlnchmore Hill St Paul 
(same (fiocesei. 

The Rev Lawrence Price. Priest-in- 
Charge. Kingsley (Lichfield): to be also 
Rural Dean of C beadle (same diocese'. 
The Rev David Purdy, Wear, KLrfcby- 
moorside with Gfllamoor; Orndale and 
Rransdale (York): lo be non-Residetttiary 
Canon, York Minster laame diocese'. 
The Rev Bony Roche, Team Rector, 
Glascote and Stonyik-lph, and Rural 
Dean ofTannrorlh tUchfidd): lo be 
Vicar; OuKon Broad St Mark and SI 
Luke the Evangelist (Norwich). 

The Rev Barbara Steadman-Alien, 
Curate, Cbertsey St Peter with AH 
Saints (Guildford): to be Priest-in- 
Charge. Micfctebani. and Chaplain, Box 
Hill School (same diocese). 

The Rev Peter Stephens, Tteam Rector; 
High Oak, Hingham and Seoul ton with 
Wood Rising (Norwich): to be also Hon- 
orary Canon of Norwich Cathedral 
tsame diocese). 

The Rev Geoff Ttcknec Vicar; New 
Haw (GinUTord): has been appointed 
also Rural Dean of Runnymede isame 
diocese). 

The Rev Andrew WfcsL “team Vicar; Bed- 
worth (Coventry): to be Chaplain. Chel- 
tenham and Gloucester College of 
Higher Education (Gloucester). 

The Rev Quentin Wilson. Priest-in- 
Charge, Burnley St Peter (Blackburn): 
to be Rector, some benefice. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 01 71-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


Mistletoe: a plant 
for all seasons 


THREE GRAINS of mistletoe 
pollen together with a few 
other odd facts are enough for 
archaeologists to construct an 
intriguing theory of human 
sacrifice in a sacred grove. 

Lindow man, who was killed 
< around 30QBC, and found in a 
peat bog in Cheshire in 1984, 
had three grains of mistletoe 
pollen in his stomach. His 
throat was cut and he had also 
been garrotted with a thong. 

Archaeologists have con- 
cluded that Lindow man may 
have been killed by Druids in a 
sacred grove in April or May 
while tiie mistletoe was in bloom. 
Equally, he may have been tak- 
ing mistletoe as a potion to give 
himself magical strength or as 
an ancient remedy for epilep- 
sy or some other ill 

Pliny, writing in the first cen- 
tury AD, describes rites in 
groves of oak trees bearing 
mistletoe, although by this time 
human sacrifices had been 
banned by the Romans and 
white bulls were offered in- 
stead. He says that the Druids 
“hold nothing more sacred than 
the mistletoe": 

They call the mistletoe by a name 
meaning, in their language, the 
all-healing. Having made prepara- 
tion for sacrifice and a banquet 
beneath the trees, they bring thith- 
er two white bulls, whose horns are 
bound for the first time. Clad in a 
white robe, the priest ascends tbe 
tree and cuts tbe mistletoe with a 
golden sickle, and it is received by 
others in a white cloak. 

Then they kill tbe victim, pray- 
ing that the god wfll render this gat 
of his propitious to those to whom 
he has granted iL They believe that 
the mistletoe, tafcpn m drink, im- 
parts fecundity to all animals and 
that it is an antidote for all poisons. 

Tbday, mistletoe is brought 
into houses in winter so that ac- 
cording to tradition, the spirits 
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Before ever a couple 
kissed under the 
Christmas mistletoe, it 
was a plant of ancient 
religious significance. 
Now it is emerging as 
a treatment for cancers. 
Oliver Gillie reports 

of the forest can seek shelter 
from bleak winter weather. 
Druidic power is still tacitly rec- 
ognised today, in so for as the 
plant is forbidden in churches. 

Belief that mistletoe imparts 
fecundity may be the original 
reason why we kiss beneath 
it A couple who come togeth- 
er beneath the sacred plant 
may receive power from it 
and conceive. 

Apart from its sacred quali- 
ties, Pliny recognised 11 con- 
ditions which mistletoe could 
treat He recommends tbe gluti- 
nous material from the berries 
to treat inflamed swellings of 
every description, to heal 
wounds, for rectifying mal- 
formed nails and to desiccate 
scrofulous sores. Most inter- 
esting of all he suggested that 
mistletoe could be used to “dis- 
perse tumours". It is possible 
that Lindow man was treating 
hims elf for cancer. None was 
found in the upper part of his 
body but it is possible that 
there was a tumour in the 
lower part of the body which 
was not preserved. 

Almost 2.000 years after 


Pliny suggested mistletoe for 
tumours doctors in Germany 
and Switzerland are beginning 
to get results which suggest 
that the plant could be useful in 
cancer treatment 
Dr Georg Saizec a doctor in 
the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
in Vienna, has been using 
mistletoe with cancer patients 
for 30 years. He says: “Mistletoe 
is not a miracle cure or a won- 
der drug. I don't want to over- 
state its importance but it can 
achieve results.” He has treat- 
ed 4,000 people with injections 
of mistletoe extract in combi- 
nation with drugs or radiation. 

His work suggests that 
mistletoe extracts not only at- 
tack cancer cells but also stim- 
ulate the immune system. The 
extracts appear to stimulate 
lymphocytes (white blood cells) 
to attack the tumour 

There may be a special rea- 
son why mistletoe is a good 
source of products effective 
against cancer. Being a para- 
site, mistletoe contains a num- 
ber of substances which appear 
to protect it against poisons 
produced by the host tree in an 
attempt to get rid of it 
Last year a whole volume 
of Oncology, a respectable 
international journal on cancer 
was devoted to mistletoe. In a 
foreword. Dr Hartmut Franz, a 
Berlin cancer specialist, points 
out that many drugs used in or- 
thodox medicine were first dis- 
covered as herbs or by chance, 
then finally developed in an op- 
timal form. This has yet to be 
done for mistletoe. 

From the Health page of 
‘ The Independent', Tuesday 
22 Decernber 1987. The Law 
Report resumes with the Law 
Term, on 11 January 1999 


THE JOHN Lennon box, 
blandly titled Anthology. 
merited a pan upon 
chrestomatiiy. Greek for 
useful learning, it is less 
random. The last OED 
instance is 1883, but new, 
wide currency came in 
1949 with The Mencken 
Chrestomalhy. Mencken, 
Alistair Cooke’s hero, 
ignored the word’s recent 


Words 

Christopher 
Hawtree 
chrestomathy, n. 

nuance, an aid to the 
acquiring of a language; 
nor was he deterred by 

a few newspaper smartieg 
[who! protested that tbe word 


would be unfamiliar to many 
readers, as It was to them. 
Thousands of excellent nouns. 

verbs and adjectives that have 

stood in every decent dictio- 
nary for years are still unfa- 
miliar to such ignoramuses, 
and 1 do not solicit their 
patronage. 

Let them continue to recre- 
ate themselves with whodun- 
nits, and leave my vocabulary 
and me to my own customers, 
who have all been to sohooL 


] 
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Forget Santa: 

Christmas is a 
girl thing 

At the Nativity Mary took centre stage , and Joseph 
had a walk-on part. Today it’s even worse - men are 
almost redundant at Christmas. By Andrew Martin 


I n Jesus . My Boy, currently 
playing at the Apollo 
Theatre in London, the 
writer, John Dowie, sets out 
to promote the forgotten 
man of Christinas. That man 
was Joseph, whose role in the Nat- 
ivity was to be grateful and humbly 
accepting of his fate while generally 
letting his wife and child take the 
limelight - a very similar reaction, 
in fact to the one required of a latter- 
day male receiving a humorous 
bubble bath on Christmas morning. 

For the fact is that all men are the 
forgotten men of Christmas. There's 
justnothmgmftfartfrem. They must 
sit by ever-growing piles of socks, 
muttering: “Just what I've always 
wanted* 1 , or trying to make their 
faces do that thing that women's 
automatically do at this time of year 
when long-forgotten relatives 
appear “light up". In the end they 
usually have to settle for li ghting 
up a cigarette. 

I personally am marginalised in 
my household from about the start 
of Advent That’s when my wife be- 
gins buying presents, writing cards, 
making lists, often while listening to 
loud tapes of Christmas carols to get 
her in the mood, which is very dis- 
turbing when you consider that 
she's not only Jewish but an atheist 
But Christmas isn't a religious 
thing any more. It's a woman’s 
thing, and as the festival has grown, 
so it’s become even more of a 
woman's thing; one big, stressful, 
inter-household domestic arts com- 


petition. In America, women are lit- 
erally going mad while “doing 11 
Christmas, according to the blue- 
print of the lifestyle guru, Martha 
Stewart The centrepiece of the 
Martha Stewart Christmas spread 
is her famously challenging ginger- 
bread house, which one of her 
disciples once wrote in to say - with 
pride and without bitterness - that 
she had completed after an entire 
year of more or less continuous 
work Mongen in all probability than 
it would have taken her to build 
a real house). 

In Britain, the obstacle course is 
laid out by Delia Smith. Consider 
the subtitle of her book, Delia 
Smith's Christmas: “One hundred 
and thirty recipes... for Christ- 
mas.” The tension mounts steadily 
throughout the book, which cul- 
minates in a terrifying chapter en- 
titled “The last thirty-six hours 11 . 

And what’s happening to the men 
as the clock ticks towards the glor- 
ious apotheosis/ tear-stained nadir 
that is Christmas lunch? Well, 
they’re sharing the highs, of course, 
as when the salt-crusted mini baked 
potatoes with cold chive hoUandaise 
approximate to the photograph on 
page 146... but then again, who 
really cares about that? 

They're also sharing the lows, 
which tend to be more memorable, 
and louder. These usually occur in 
our house as my wife is baking her 
Traditional Christmas Biscuits for 
serving at a soiree on Christmas 
Eve. Now. she's superb at most of the 


Christmas arts, but not great at 
hairin g, and the making of the Trad- 
itional Christmas Biscuits is trad- 
itionally preceded by the throwing 
out of the lot foom last year 

Generally the Biscuits burn while 
Tm supposed to be watching them 
(except that I didn’t hear her say 
that I should be watching them), or 
I accidentally throw out the mixture. 
Or whatever. The upshot is that I 
end up feeling like Johnny to her 
Fanny Cradock, George to her Mil- 
dred; a wretched lump, called on to 
help, yet unable to; and deep down 
I know that my help is in fact not 
wanted because my wife likes doing 
Christmassy things and wants to do 
them unaided. 

That's my rationale, anyway, and 
I'm sticking to it I’ve got enough on 
my hands doing the alien Christmas 
tasks which are entrusted to me, 
such as the sending of Christmas 
cards to those of our friends who are 
more mine than hers. 

This year after the usual agon- 
ising, I have selected an image of a 
graveyard -a little downbeat maybe, 
but sober-sided and dignified: a 
good manly image. All the profits 
from these cards go to charity a 
think they’re in aid of the dead or 
something) so that's good too. But 
I'm worried about the inscription: 
“May the peace and joy of Chrikmas 
be with you through the year” That 
word ‘joy’ 1 ... it’s not really me. 

A proper man's Christmas card 
would say something cautious like: 
“Wishing you a trouble-free festive 



season", or “Here's Hoping You 
Can Get Away to the Ebotball on Box- 
ing Day". Then you might not feel 
that every card you sent was a 
betrayal of your masculinity. 

Arrother problem area for men is 
the wrapping and giving of pre- 
sents. There should be degree 
courses in this, the syllabus to in- 
clude subjects such as “How to 
control Sellotape" and “What con- 
stitutes a nice pair of earrings?” At 
best, the presents I give my wife can 
be exchanged for something she 
really wants, whereas hers to me 
might have been the product of 
mind-reading. In this context it's ab- 
surd that. Father Christmas - that 
paragon of wrapping and giving-is 
a man. What Father Christmas 
should be is a woman, which he’s no 


doubt already become in the more 
PC areas of London. 

That said, though. I have been on 
an upward curve in gift-giving ever 
since I was 10. In that year I gave 
my father a stone for Christmas. 
Not just an ordinary stone, of 
course. No, Td taken some trouble 
to write his name, “Dad", in green 
felt-tip across the top of it He 
approved of this gift because he 
didn't have to pretend to be very 
grateful (it was only a stone, after 
all) and at least it wasn't aftershave. 
(Note to gift-giving aunts: men do 
not use aftershave.) 

My father is a kind person but like 
a lot of men left to their own devices, 
a Christmas sceptic. And he was left 
to his own devices, my mother hav- 
ing died when I was young. So 


when, as a small boy Td ask him 
how Santa Claus could come down 
our chimney when we had a gas fire 
pretty firmly cemented in there, he 
would just shrug and say. “Magic”, 
in a take-it-or-Ieave-it tone. No 
elaborately constructed whimsical 
explanations; no bullshit. Of course, 
shopping was torture to him, which 
is why his Christmas present to me 
was usualty & tenner whipped out 
of his wallet as he grudgfagty stuffed 
the turkey. 

“Don’t spend it all at once," he'd 
say, as he handed it over: No “merry 
Christmas” or “compliments of the 
season”, because those words are 
not designed to be uttered between 
two males. 

At my wife’s prompting, we strive 
to give our own children a cosy mag- 


ical Delia Smith-type Christinas. 
And one of the 50 or so tasks on her 
Christmas list is the leaving out of 
a glass of port for Santa, which 1 am 

required to down before going to bed 

(no great hardship, admittedly) just 
in case our fbrensicalty astute boys 
smell a rat come the morning. But 
s tfn they re in tears by 8am as child- 
ren always will be as long as the 
words “batteries not included” are 
part of the English language. 

On reflection, I am aware that a 
slight note of curmudgeonliness 

maybe detectable in tins artide. But 

Tm not entirety pessimistic. The mis- 
erableness of men at Christmas 
could be reduced by the simple ex- 
pedient of reducing Christmas. And 
who knows? A lot of women might 
find they like it that way too. 


It's the time of year to catch up with family, meet old friends, eat decent food and.,, get the laundry done. By Cayte Williams 


Home is... where the washing machine is 
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THE STUDENTS have finally come 
to the end of their first term in the 
second year. After three months of 
juggling essays, parties and work 
they are going home for a bit of TLC 
- time out, laundry and cooking. 

Parents all over the country are 
looking forward to seeing their off- 
spring return home, only to find 
themselves knee-deep in dirty 
washing and washing-up. How many 
Quality Street can one person eat? 
they will ask themselves. And how 
much telly can a 19-year-old watch 
without turning catatonic? 

“I've just packed." says Rosie, 
“and Tm taking all my clothes that 
aren't clean. Tm going home for six 
weeks and I can't pick my bag up. 
And Tm going to have lots of cooked 
meals. My mum always says I treat 
the house like a hotel because Tm 
always popping in and out I only 
really stay at home to eat and sleep." 

Despite the burden on their 
washing machine, does Rosie's 
ramily miss her? “My mum will 
miss me now because she hasn't 
seen me for a month and a half, but 
3t the same time they like the 
peace without me. My brother is 16 
and we always fight when I go 


THIS STUDENT 
LIFE 



END OF TERM AT 

the Manchester 

STUDENT HOUSE 

home. We’re always winding each 
other up. When I go home, I delib- 
erately sit in his seat in the living- 
room just to annoy him." 

Although Rosie loves going home, 
she feels she’s outgrown her old rote 
in the family. 


“I feel a bit odd now,” she explains, 
“like I’m a guest” 

Leona’s mum thinks she treats 
the place like a hotel, too. But then 
she might have a point since sbe 
usually gets her mum to drive up 
from Coventry so she can fit all her 
washing in the car. This year, how- 
ever, Leona is getting the train. 

“I’m still taking loads of laundry 
though," she says. “I’m only going 
back for a month, because 1 want 
to come back to Manchester and 
look for a job. I'm looking forward 
to seeing my mum and having 
clean clothes, a clean house and 
proper dinners." 

Both girls are not as bone idle as 
they sound. They're going to work 
while they’re away, Leona for a 
local firm and Rosie in the china and 
glass department of Harrods: “I 
work over Christmas and through 
the sale," she explains. “It’s hell for 
a few weeks but then m get all this 
money to pay off my debts.” 

Although Rosie works hard, she 
enjoys it “They pile all the china 
really high during the sale and it’s 
so funny when someone knocks it 
over, because when one plate goes 
they all go.” She’s also served 


some famous faces: “Ringo Starr 
came in with his wife Barbara," she 
recalls. “He was really charming. 
He asked me what my favourite 
thing in the department was. and 
said that he'd probably get that! I 
just missed Jack Nicholson once 
and I was gutted." 

Tash is looking forward to going 
home to London for the holidays, 
and probably gets the most home- 
sick of everyone. “Tm not a big fan 
of Christmas." she explains, “but it 
will be nice to see my daddy and my 
brother.” Tash is particularly dose 
to her father, as he brought up both 
her and her older brother single- 
handedly after their mother died 
when Tash was only nine. “We’re 
very close. I speak to him on the 
telephone every day. It's a silly 
thing, realty; I don’t have to. My 
daddy's really great" She's not so 
enthusiastic about this time of year. 
“I don't get excited about Christmas. 
I suppose Tm looking forward to 
eating, drinking and getting merry,” 
she says, “and I'll do some good 
home cooking." 

Ian, meanwhile, isn’t going home 
over Christmas. Hell be working at 
Revolution, the pub where he has a 
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bar job, but he doesn't really mind. 

'Til make some decent money 
and have a good laugh," he explains, 
"and then Tm going to the Edin- 
burgh street party for New Year." 

So will he miss any of his friends 
while they're away? "There's this girl 
called Heidi," he says, rather cqyly, 
“and I would like to wish her a meny 
Christmas." So is romance in the 
air? Ian plays it cautiously. “We’re 
just friends," he says. 

Meanwhile, Alistair and David 
are going to warmer dimes. Alistair 
is off to visit his dad, who works for 
the North Carolina State University 
in America 
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“Last time I saw my dad it was 
Easter;" he explains. “Tm looking 
forward to seeing him and meeting 
up with my friend Tory. And I can’t 
wait to get in a car and drive on the 
open road.” Talk about culture 
shock. Will he ever be able to adjust 
back to Manchester buses? 

David's also looking forward to 
some peace and quiet, although 
he's going to Hong Kong, a place not 
renowned for tranquillity. 

“I have my own spot in the park 
overlooking the harbour," he says. 
“I’ve never seen anybody else there. 
It's ironic that I’m in this big, 
bustling city and I’ve found this 
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place where I can just sit and chill " 

He’s going to Tseun Wan, to 
spend Christmas with his mum, 
and this time be hopes she’s got over 
his spiky haircut 

“We don’t really celebrate Christ- u* 
mas here,” he explains. “It’s a bit Eke 
Chinese New Year in Britain. You ' 
know people are having parties, 
you are aware of it, but you don’t 
really celebrate it. I’ll probably 
spend more time going out shopping 
with my mum." 

Both beys are bound to have a fab- 
ulous time. It’s just a shame about 
airline limitations on luggage. They 
won t be able to take their laundry. 
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Legal Notices 


No: OOTVIZ of iws 
IN THE INCH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
LNTHE MATTER OF 
BIMAX PUT 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 198? 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a PViiiku was on ihir Tib 
day «f pAcraber I9*W 
presented Her 
High Court of 1 umx\ for ihc 
CKidirDuncn «f Ibc rcihjciUm 
■if ihir capital ol itic aftitc 
named Compam 1mm 
iiimUTin in tfirfUttl. 

And mince is lunlmr pnen that 
ihc sud Ectiipjn s directed lit 
be heanl hclon: the Onnpunm 
Court Registrar al the Kiiy.il 
Cnum of Jirtiiee. Si rand 
London WCA 2LL un 
’BfcdnesdjvrOJ.inuan IW, 
Any Crednor n[ Shareholder of 
the iaid Company dairing Hi 
■ ippoie the making of un f )nk-r 
for a eonfirmaiinn of ihu sahl 
reduction ■■! capital should 
appear ji ihc rune of the 
hearing in permit or hv 
Coutziel for dial purpose. 

A fnpy of the s»d Eviilion will 
he (orwardud io any such 
person requiring ihe same by 
ihe undcrmuniioned Solicitors 
on [utTnem of ihc regulated 
charge for ihe -cunc. 

Ujied I hi.-. iSth day of 
December I'F&i 
Lawrence Graham, 

Inii Strand. 

London WC2R UN 
Tel. No. 0171 JTVfrtW 
RcL PHH-rcr74K'4 




Nn. 006303 or 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
SHAIJRANE PLC 
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT mS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
ihnr ihe Order of ihe High Court 
of Juriicu (Chancery Lhvrsinn) 
dated Wednesday ihe 2nd day of 
Deeemher 1"MS confirming ihe 
reduction of I be shore premium 
account ol the Company hy 
l2.nK8.nn rwxrtuMd by ihe 
KffCKrai id Companies on Ihe 
14ih day of December IW 
[knell HA l 7 ih day of December I** 
Qart.i. Great ttlxern House. 
Smkin Road. Kca&ng RGI ISX. 
Vilicnon to the Company 


THE INSOLVENCY RULES 198* 

DEAN5TO&E LIMITED 

EH LIQUIDATION 

rtOnCt 6 HfRitfr Gftl\ pD><4arf ioftfe 
1 li)l> ot Ihe brvJvain Rulo IMA itm 
loniia n Pmn» Ffadrt luhUii J 
Oj. li Mjncibm London yvCM 

.TP jppcrtH ot ihr jhw« 

rumrd i jssijitBy on I? ftmber laqs In 
Mt-mbmand Cndhn 
flif-rf IbDettnin 1WB 
STPHt* HANKDBI Lgnto* 


TRIPLE A LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HEREVY GIVEN, 
pursuant Id Section “*S ol (he 
liwhency Act. IW. Lhal a Mccunc 
uf Credit on of i be afroc -named 
Company will be bcid Jl The Old 
Exchange. 2.U Smibdtnrcb Road. 
Snuihcnd-nn-Sca. E«r SSI 2EG. 
■■it 22ad December. IWS. « 
I ] JUun. for Uk puqvrei man toned 
in Sccuocb lUCi ami 101 ol ±o uid 
ACL 

Moure it jkn Hereby grveo. puciaru 
■■•Scctipa Atol the Insr.itcaes 

Ad l r 'Sn. dial Ftelcr Golitsin o( 

Messrs. Begbies Thsrnur 
ilnciirpiiraiing Tojliir froihaa £ 
Fn). The Old Ewhangc, 2M 
Snuihduirrfa Road. Southend-on- 
Sea. Euct SSI 2EG. h qualified h) 
act tti au Insuhcnca Practiiiom m 
relation in the abuse cotupairy. and 
will (wnch mditon. free ol' t idrt c. 
with -ndh lafLematjod concern mg 
ihe company * affairs m Ae* may 

KawwJilr require. 

kcsolulrnft" 1.1 he taken a! Ibe 
aliwemcrmoncJ meeung may 
include a tesohuiiin specifying ;bc 
term- mi which the Liquidaiur is in 
be renume rated. The meeting mas 
aho rc cei r c uuonnatirai ahrul or he 
LnUeil upset In opprun; the cms uf 
preparing ibc Stalcmenl ■< Affairs 
and comenfitg the mee l m c 
Duicd ihe lift December. I 1 *®. 
Jobs Albert. Director 
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A NEWSPAPER tar thar spacwf 
dam. 1 W2-I990. most tu« awui- 
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CALL FREE 0900 520 OOO. 
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Give yourself a treat this Christmas - a free AD 
when you call foe number below. Waiting for you 
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The Joys of Modern Life 


25. Harry hill by Stuart Husband 


WITH HARRY Hill, you’re 
either on the bus or off the 
bus. Those who don't find 
him the world's foremost 
comic genius tend to 
dismiss him. Fence- 
straddling is not an option. 

If the sight of him coming 
on stage with two plastic 
dogs clamped to his legs, 
sin ging “The only thing that 
looks good on me is you" 
throws the switch in your 
brain that leaves you 
helpless with mirth, you’re 
on. If. on the other hand, 
you’re left asking 
plaintively; “Why is this 
funny?" d la Margot in The 
Good Life, you’re probably 
not destined to be a disciple. 

I was a comparatively 
late convert; Td missed his 
early radio shows and tours, 
but friends who'd seen him 
live described the spectacle 
in awe-struck tones. Then, 
when I caught his first 
series on Channel 4- 1 saw 
instantly what they’d been 
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gibbering on about. Here 
was someone who could 
effortlessly create a parallel 
world to the one we 
ordinarily inhabit. 

In the same way that The 
Fast Slum's catch phrases 
accrue, over the weeks, into 
a kind of seamless whole, so 
Hill's cut-up routines and 
oblique non-sequiturs - 
"What are the chances of 
that happening, eh?", or 
“Oh Mr Lemon, why are 
your juices so sharp?" - 
acquire their own logic. 


But the main thing that 
makes Harry Hill so 
appealing is the fact that his 
comedy springs from a kind 
of benevolence. While 
sarcasm, rage and 
humiliation have been the 
sources of comic inspiration 
for everyone from Basil 
Fawity to Blackaddec Hill 
proves that you can get 
through half an hour 
without trashing or lashing 
out at anyone or anything. 

Even when his comedy 
flirts with racial 
stereotyping - he's recently 
acquired a mail-order 
Filipino wife. May Sung, 
whose mission in life is to 
get her hands on his Abbev 
National book - his genial 
quizzical presence at the 
centre of things maintains 
the material's air of 
harmless innocence. 

Any intensity in Hill's 
persona is turned back on 
himself: with his neck- 
swallowing collars, 


elaborate squint shiny i 
and obsessive humming 
and hawing, he resembl 
kind of wired big-baby 
savant (having trained a 
practised as a doctor at < 
George’s Hospital in 
Tooting, he’s presumably 
acquired a certain empa 
with the wilder extrema 
the human condition). 

It’s no wonder that ki< 
who can spot a phoney a 
mile off, accept him as 01 
of their own. 

In short he’s conquer? 
the world - or at least thi 
portion of the world, mys 
among them, which has 
been cancelling 

engagements to get horn 

for l lpm on Fridays - by 
bemg delightful What an 
the chances of that 
happening, eh? 

Worry Hill's Christmas 
Sleigh Ride 1 wiUbe 
"Podcast tomorrow at 
10.30pm on Channel 4 
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■. Doesn’t do much, does he? 

He's been compared to a bag of spanners. Yet he’s done everything, from Titus Andronicus to The Lost World: Jurassic Park. 
And still we keep looking. And looking. The fact is, Pete Postlethwaite is a terrific actor who gives great face. By James Ramptois 

P ete Postlethwaite is 
candid about the way 
he looks. “It’s all in the 
cheekbones, this ca- 
reer of mine," he says. 

“They are quite whop- 


P ete Postlethwaite is 
candid about the way 
he looks. “It’s all in the 
cheekbones, this ca- 
reer of mine," he says. 
“They are quite whop- 
ping, aren't they? Who was it that 
said: ‘He looks like he's got a clav- 
icle studs in his mouth.?" Other crit- 
ics have scarcely been more 
flattering. One wrote of “those 
cheekbones bursting out of his 
head like swollen knuckles". An- 
other commented that he bad “a 
face like a bag of spanners". 

Certainly his face has been his for- 
tune. In a film world awash with ac- 
tors apparently doned from Ken and 
Barbie, Fostiethwaite's lived-in looks 
stand out “Hollywood is looking for 
different types,” says Sita Williams, 
the producer of Lost for Words, his 
latest vehide, a moving portrayal of 
a son caring for his mother (Thora 
jfc'ird) after she has a stroke. “Pete 
no different from Jack Nicholson. 
He's no great beauty, but he has 
great charisma. It's not about clas- 
sic good looks, but presence 
Joy Spink is line producer on 
Among Giants, the new film script- 
ed by the writer of The Full Monty, 
Simon Beaufoy. She sums up the 
film, touted as “a Boys from the 
Bladcstuff for the Nineties,” with a 
tongue-twister “Pete Postlethwaite 
paints pylons.” Spink adds: “He’s not 
the sort of person I'd normally find 
attractive, but on screen it doesn't 
matter who he’s with, you just can’t 
stop looking at him.” 

But is all this swooning really call- 
ed for? Aren't we Brits, riddled with 
inferiority complexes, always in 
- ^nger of going over the top about 
SaTyone who makes it in Hollywood? 
tifell I reckon Postlethwaite just 
about lives up to the hype. He does 
possess an uncanny, jali-laid screen 
magnetism. Remember his riveting 
performance as the ailing band- 
leader in Brassed Off? 

He also has the knack of making 
the most apparently irredeemable 
baddies human. He even managed 
to find traces of humanity in the bru- 
tal fether m Ibrenra Daries’ Distent 
ibices, Sti U Lines, and in the sinis- 
ter henchman Kbbayasbi from The 
Imual Suspects. The latter perfor- 
mance prompted The New York 
Times to observe: “Here’s a guy with 



Postlethwaite - It’s not about classic good looks, but presence’ - is a son caring for his stroke-stricken mother (Thora Hird) in Tost for Ubrds’ 


a false tan, a false accent, and a false 
name - and we still believe in him." 

“As an actor my greatest strength 
is weakness." Postlethwaite reckons. 
“I can play vulnerable. In Titus An- 
dronicus, I played this complete and 
utter bastard who'd say: ‘Oft have I 
digged up dead men from their 
graves and stood them upright at 
their neighbours’ doors, carving 
their names into their skins.' But 
then Shakespeare gives him a sin- 
gle scene with his baby where he 


says to foe child: ‘ID feed you on 
roots and goats' milk and make you 
a soldier of men.’ For that one flash, 
a window opens and everyone 
thinks: ‘Actually he's not all that bad.' 
When you've got a face like mine - 
which the principal of the Bristol Old 
Vic Drama School once said was Hke 
a stone archway - and you show 
some kind of compassion and em- 
pathy in it, then you can't go wrong. 
That’s startling to audiences be- 
cause it’s not what they expect” 


Asked to elaborate, Postlethwaite 
goes all transcendental “That’s like 
asking a centipede which leg it sets 
off with. If you’re listening, you lis- 
ten. If you're speaking, you speak. 
It’s all terribly Zen. I've always re- 
ally believed in that saying: ‘When 
you understand... things are just as 
they are. When you don't under- 
stand™ things are just as they are."' 

Lost for Words is an apt title for 
a Postlethwaite film as a large part 
of his appeal stems from his ability 


to say things without speaking. In the 
affecting final scene, he sits quietly 
holding his mother's spectacles and 
ruminating on her life, as a bitter- 
sweet smile plays across his lips. 

“He appears to be doing very lit- 
tle on screen,” says Williams. “His 
face is very expressive and he has 
wonderful eyes (green!). He is so 
successful on film as he can com- 
municate through a look, or the 
smallest turn of the head." Think of 
the menace he conveys with one 


piercing gaze in The Usual Suspects. 

In the flesh, that stillness might 
be interpreted as sternness. He 
does have a reputation for being de- 
manding. “He’s a craftsman, and like 
all craftsmen he wants to get thing s 
absolutely right," Williams says by 
way of explanation. “If he makes de- 
mands, it’s because he wants to use 
his craft to its absolute limit." 

In the earty 1990s. Postlethwaite 
was respected in the business but 
hardly setting the box-office alight 


Bit parts in The Bill and Casualty 
do not a Hollywood big shot make. 
All that changed in 1993. The direc- 
tor Jim Sheridan was struggling des- 
perately to find the right actor to play 
Daniel Day-Lewis's father in In the 
Name of die Father, when Day- 
Lewis said: “1 know who my dad is." 
He put forward the little known 
Postlethwaite, an old mate from 
the Bristol Old Vic. An Oscar nom- 
ination swiftly followed, and Steven 
Spielberg was writing to express his 
admiration and offer meaty parts. 

Postlethwaite has since become 
one of the busiest actors -in a three- 
year period only Harvey Keitel had 
played in more movies. But he con- 
cedes: “I’ve made mistakes. I don’t 
think I could quite. .. 100 per cent en- 
dorse every film I’ve ever done." 

Playing opposite a fire-breatliing 
creature in Dragonheart may not 
have been one of his smartest career 
moves, and even the actor expresses 
doubts about The Lost World: Juras- 
sic Park: “It was rather a good script, 
but that’s not what we filmed You're 
in a twilight zone when you go into 
that sort of blockbuster" 

He's adamant Hollywood hasn’t 
turned his head. Despite appearing 
in such big-budget movies as Amis- 
tad and Alien 3, he shuns big-city life 
- “I don't like London" - and still 
leads a quiet existence in rural 
Shropshire with his partner and 
two young children. When his agent 
tried to persuade him to change his 
hard-to-pronounce surname to 
something more media-friendlv. he 
dropped foe agent not foe name. 

Postlethwaite will again be under 
a fierce spotlight with the release 
next year of Among Giants, in which 
he performs his debut “hill monty" 
on screen. “I get to play my first ro- 
mantic lead, and it involves a love 
scene [with Rachel Griffiths]. The 
scene was absolutely right so I did 
it Not bad really at 52. There are 
bonuses in this job. All foe same. I 
did have all the normal worries be- 
cause I don't think I’m one of those 
glamorous guys like Rock Hudson." 

A smooth, dull Rock or a fasci- 
nating, craggy stone archway? I 
know which one I'd rather look at 

"Lost for Words'' is on /TV on Sun- 
day . 3 January. ", Among Giants " 
will be released next year. 


Oops, there go my pantalons 


INTERVIEWING BRIAN Rix on 
a recent edition of Midweek, 
LibgAPurves wondered if he 
* dismayed that after all 
those years of heroic trouser- 
dropping for England, in any 
word-association game foe 
term “farce" would still trigger 
foe response “French". Not 
that our knowledge of Gallic 
ooh-ta-lais particularly deep. A 
fair bit of Feydeau and a 
soup^on of Labiche is about as 
far as it goes. Mention foe 
names of Maurice Hennequin 
and Pierre Veber another pair 
of 19th -century Parisian far- 
ceurs, and there is unlikely to 
be ^stampede of recognition. 
ex^Rrt perhaps up in Man- 
chester where two of their 
plays had pioneering produc- 
tions at foe Royal Exchange. 
Sam Wallers' delightful staging 
of Court in the Act at foe Or- 
ange Tree suggests we would 
do well to rummage deeper in 
the back catalogue of this tal- 
ented collaborative team. 


Theatre 

COURT IN THE ACT 

ORANGE TREE 
RICHMOND 

The proceedings are given 
an immediate charm by the 
way Walters and his first-rate 
ensemble cheekily point up the 
fact that an in-the- round 
theatre like the Orange Dree 
is. in some ways, an incon- 
gruous space for a classic 
proscenium-stage farce. 

In this genre of fast and dis- 
astrous exits and entrances, 
doors play a starring role, but 
they wouldn't look at all natur- 
al in a set-up where the actors 
have to dart in and out through 
foe corner aisles. 

Hie solution here is to make 
a droll feature of the fact that 
there is a very visible sound ef- 
fects man at the side supply- 
ing the noises of slammed 
doors, creaking turnstiles, etc, 
to the cast's mimed actions. It 


is a tactic that skiltfuny pulls 
foe audience in to foe idea of 
foe play as an enchantingly 
elaborate contraption. 

In Court tn die Act, the Min- 
ister erf Justice (Richard Heifer) 
declares that the legal system 
of foe country has ground to a 
halt not by means of a revolu- 
tion, but because of a beauty 
spot The latter bekmgs to Lucy 
TYegear's seductive Gobette, a 
young musical star who takes 
on a bet that she can conquer 
Tricointe, foe fussily proper 
self-important president of a 
provincial tribunal (David Tim- 
son). But an unscheduled visit 
from foe Minister results in 
her bedding him, while having 
to pose as Tricointe’s wife. 

Will this ruin TYicointe or as 
the reward for a hush-up, wiO it 
provide the back-door route to 
that longed-for promotion to 
Paris that has been barred to 
him thus far he feels, fay his 
scatty, low-born liability of a 
spouse, played by Auriol Smith? 


With real wives and impos- 
tors ricocheting around the 
capital, his chances yo-yo dram- 
atically. In one of foe best run- 
ning gags, a hapless minion at 
foe Ministry <Paul Kemp), who 
is desperate to catch a train, has 
to redraft a contract no fewer 
than eight times. 

Hexmequin and Veber give 
foe shenanigans a lovely spin 
with hilarious characters like 
Jeremy Crutchley's dim, con- 
ceited and accidentally sug- 
gestive bilingual policeman (“If 
you need any help. I have two 
tongues at your service") and 
Stuart Fox’s excellent Marius, 
an old, bent snob of an usher 
at foe Ministry who can’t stand 
living in a republic and is there- 
fore outtofoO his unendurably 
non-aristocratic boss. 

A sort of Oui, Monsieur Le 
Ministre on speed, this is a total 
treat. 

Paul Taylor 
lb 30 Jan (0181-940 3633) 



Good Hook, but no catch 





THE JOYS of JM Barrie’s Peter 
Pfllil ie in foe way it offers a 
■“-t: & 'fingering look at a state 
of childish innocence; its pains 
derive from the fact that, for 
better or worse, once gone 
that state can never be re- 
claimed. The depressing thing 
about John Caird and Trevor 
Nunn’s version, directed by 
Kona Laird, is that, for all its 
lavish display, it admits defeat 

so easily offering a description 

of childhood that is often mud- 
dled and embarrassed. 

Despite the fact that it 
weighs in at a fidget-inducing 
three hours, foe production is 
dearly designed to appeal to 
the easity enchan table, though 
oot undisceming, gaze ofpre- 
pubescents. On opening night 
younger members of the aud- 
ience were as vocal in their en- 
thusiasm for the flying scenes 
as they were in pointing out foe 
^■^moperandi {‘■"Ybu can see 
the 'J^reT' a high -pitched voice 
behind me announced 
gleefully). And, for a few min- 
utes, it’s hard not to be awed, 
as the three siblings launch 




THEATRE 

PETER PAN 

NATIONAL THEATRE 
LONDON 

themselves through foe nurs- 
ery window. 

Somewhere in foe clouds, 
though, foe show takes a 
wrong turning. John Napier’s 
Never Land set a rotating 
island groaning under the 
weight of its landscaped layers, 
resembles a Center Parcs kind 
of idyll. Far more troubling is 
foe portrayal of foe Lost Boys 
by actors who look well past the 
first flush of youth. Their faces 
smeared, their fully grown 
bodies covered in mutation 
skins. Pan’s people ape foe 

mannerisms of Edwardian cry- 
babies rather than adventurous 

yQ Tto^^erated infanffi^ 
is unwelcome in a play that dek 
icately tackles the process of 
sexual maturation. Indeed, 
Wendy's presence as surro- 

^tomofoershoffidbeseento 

stir in her young brood some- 



David Troughton as Captain Hook with Justin Salinger 
as Peter Plan. Both villain and hero are lovable 


thin g more than fake-filial 
affection. Perhaps Laird imag- 
ines that the overacting sends 
up the widely spouted view of 
women as servants, but por- 
traying the Lost Boys as mum- 
mies’ boys robs them of the 
ordinariness that marks Peter 
pan as different 

Justin Salinger's Pan con- 
veys both the sadness of a 
none-too-splendid isolation and 


the exuberance of boyhood, 
and David Though ton offers a 

redeeming blast of panto: leap- 
ing with assurance from fret- 
ful Mr Darling to foe fiendishly 
arch pirate, basking in boos and 
hisses. Hero and vfllam are lov- 
able, both. The problem lies 
with foe company they keep. 

DOMINIC CAVENDISH 


lb 20 Feb (0171-452 3000.) 
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Gifts for all 


'Starship Troopers'. 
£-13.59 
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American iTrm^grant Arshile Gorky was sidelined by Abstract Expressionism. Time for a reassessme nt? By Baret Magana __ 


Through the 

eyes of a child 


A rshile Gorky is one of 
the great enigmas of 
20th century art His 
influence has been 
vast and yet his name 
does not carry the 
weight of his contemporaries - Mark 
Rothko, Willem de Kooning, and 
Jackson Pollock. Born in 1902, he 
was raised in a provincial farming 
community in Western Armenia, 
and emigrated to America in 1920, 
where he later flourished in New 
York’s bohemian circle, evolving 
into a brilliantly dynamic painter 
He survived the Armenian geno- 
cide that took place between 1915 
and 1920 when the Ottoman Hirfcs 
murdered, tortured and uprooted 
two milli on Armenians, raping then- 
lands and destroying their culture. 
In New York he kept his past a se- 
cret to stifle its pain, and took the 
name of the Russian writer Maxim 
Gorky, whom he admired. His real 
name was Manoug Adoian. 

Nouritza Matossian has written 
a profoundly moving, illuminating 
biography of the painter she spent 

15 years researching. She is the only 
biographer of Gorky’s who has had 
intimate access to his relatives 
and culture, having undertaken 
a pilgrimage to the site of his 
birthplace, now in present day 
Eastern Turkey. 

Her visceral prose in Black Angel 
-A Life of Arshile Garky conveys the 
magicaL, otherworldly aura of the vil- 
lage of Van where he grew up. She 
provides an intricate historical 
framework for the circumstances of 
his early life and the genocide. After 
bringing Gorky and his sister to safe- 
ty their mother died of starvation 
during the famine that gripped Ar- 
menia in 1919. His work forever after 
paid tribute to her memory, in the 
most haunting way. 

“The genocide shattered every- 
thing - it took away his mother his 
home, his family. His way of dealing 
with it was by creating a new iden- 
tity. He felt an immense debt to his 
mother because she was his great- 
est teacher and inspiration -not be- 
cause she taught him art but 
because of the way she looked at the 
world and made him sensitive to ob- 
jects, nature and encouraged him to 



paint and draw. His sister Vartoosh 
told me how, after he’d finished it 
he showed her the double portrait 
of The Artist and his Mother and 
said: ‘Here’s mum -you can talk to 
her now.' It was as if he was bring- 
ing her bade to life." 

Various commentators have dis- 
cerned the influence of Picasso, Uc- 
cello, Ingres, and Miro in The Artist 
and his Mother, seeing it as a work 
of eclectic elegance. Matossian ar- 
gues audaciously that the central in- 
spirations were the frescoes of the 
Virgin and saints in the Church of 
the Holy Cross that were situated 
near to Gorky’s childhood village. 

“In addition to informing his 
work, the sacred art he had been sat- 
urated in as a boy made him reject 
the concept of commercial art This 
ascetic seriousness struck a lot of 
the people around him, including de 
Kooning, who was very devoted to 
him and Rothko, whom Gorky 
taught for a short period. 

“De Kooning always said that 
Gorky was the master He delved 
back into the molten core of his 
memories and recast them via 
modern Western techniques.” 

His lofty moral view of art relates 
to the sense that emerges from the 
book of Gorky’s self-imposed mission 
to vindicate the victims of the geno- 


cide. While some of the mature 
painting s are conceived within its 
devastating orbit others embody 
Gorky’s life-affirming character and 
come close to being works of sheer 
exuberance. Colours dance, and 
shapes and structures appear to be 
in a state of motion as be captures 
the flux of experience in associative, 
kaleidoscopic webs. But the purity 
of Goby’s approach to art was to 
consign him to neglect 

“He didn't care about selling 
thing s; he gave away paintings very 
readily. He tried to get a dealer; but 
it waszf t what was important to him. 
And because he died young there 
was no one around to promote his 
work No one was realty pushing him 
and making sure the exhibitions 
were going ahead. The other reason 
he isn’t more well known was be- 
cause a lot erf people thought that Ab- 
stract Expressionism necessarily 
led to the kind of work that Pollock 
and others ended op doing. Gorky 
didn’t go down the same route, so 
people thought be was stuck in the 
past I think this is a completely er- 
roneous view. He was pursuing his 
own culturally authentic agenda; 
and there is a sensitivity and finesse 
in his work that is totally original in 
American art No one else painted 
in the way Gorky did." 

Towards the end, Gorky’s life was 
prised apart by misfortunes that 
seemed eerily to link with the trau- 
mas of his childhood. A fire de- 
stroyed many of his paintings; he 
lost his wife to the Chilean artist 
Matta Echurren; his body was dec- 
imated by cancer In the end, at the 
age of 46. he gave up the struggle, 
and took his own life. 

Despite the darkness of Gorky’s 
life Matos sian’s account is para- 
doxically enlivening as she tells his 
story with an almost novelistic in- 
tensity. Her book finally leaves us 
with the image of a man of monu- 
mental will and spirit, who em- 
braced life with every fibre, and 
whose sufferings never undermined 
his integrity either as a man or as 
an artist 

‘Black, Angel - A Life of Arshile 
Gorky' is published by Chatto and 
Windus, £25. 



Main picture: The Artist and his Mother’ by Arshile Gorky; left, Nouritza Matossian 


In every home a headache 

As Christmas approaches, an exhibition in Edinburgh offers a fresh take on 
the ghosts of festivities past: nostalgia and claustrophobia. By Elisabeth Mahoney 



It’s no insult to say that Inverleith House is the star of the show Paul Nesbitt 


ITS ALL Perry Como’s fault And 
Bing Crosby’s, Andy Williams’s and 
Val Doonican’s while we're on the 
subject For they brought us the de- 
finitive, ultra-cheesy Christmas Spe- 
cials, with their families <or were thqr 
from Rentamob, I always wondered) 
gathered round piles of roasting 
chestnuts. They never looked like the 
folk we mostly surround ourselves 
with for the annual turkey-fest: in 
perennial soft-focus they beamed, so 
chuffed to see one another - they 
never overdid it on the sherry argued 
or fell asleep in front of the telly. 

At this time of year, the compli- 
cated reality of family life looms 
large as we contemplate visits home 
to our nearest and should-be dear- 
est Ail the mixed feelings this 
prospect may trigger - that strange 
blend of nostalgia, security and 
claustrophobia - are touched upon 
in Family. This is a fascinating 
group show of work fry artists large- 
ly associated with the YBA phe- 
nomenon (but don't let that put you 
off): Damien Hirst, Georgina Stan; 
Rachel Whiteread, Gary Hume, and 
many others. It’s no insult to the art 
to say that the star of the show is the 
setting, Inverleith House. 

A private toaafy residence until the 
late Fifties, it’s a grand old place in 
the middle of Edinburgh's Royal 
Botanic Gardens, with fabulous views 
over the city to the Castle. As a 
gallery it has enviable light, space 
and serenity, but for this show it has 
the special distinction of haring also 
been a home. You half expect to 
meet the ghosts of Christmases past 
on the stairs. 

For Family, those ghosts have 
been stirred from their slumber, 
with the original domestic use of each 
room pl^yfolty revived and no la- 
belling of work, to accentuate the at- 
mosphere of a private house. In the 
drawingroom, there are seven draw- 
ings, bung along one wall, the wires 
left visible, highlighting the room's 
cornicing as much as the weak itself. 
Apart from the works, the room is 
empty - as if to remind us that this 
use of space is now largely redun- 
dant Notmany of us have a room like 
this just for formal receptions. 


Sometimes this organisation of the 
work produces a quite magical effect 
Best of all is the dining-room, an al- 
ready calm white space, with huge 
windows that flood the room with 
weak, wintry sunlight Here we find 
Callum Innes's white painting, Res- 
onance XU, which through his trade- 
mark use of turpentine to remove 
patches of paint, looks like white 
gauze over a tom or scarred surface. 
In the centre of the room are six 
white chairs made by Simon Starling, 
copies of Eames chairs from the mid- 
Fifties. arranged around an invisible 
table. The room is like nostalgia it- 
self - a tempting place to go. but 
there’s always something missing; a 
resonance of the past is indeed all 
you ever get 

Next to the dining-room is the odd 


little Inner Hall where Lisa Roberts's 
sound installation, a recording of a 
15- minute walk through Central Park 
in New York, captures the muffled 
sound of conversations passing her 
by, and the wild whistling wind. It 
draws attention to the in-between 
nature of this small space -not deep 
inside the house, but not outside; a 
space usuaBypassed through quickly 
with just a glance at the view. 

Richard Biffingham’s photograph 
of his mother in his well known bru- 
tal realist style, renders the Inner 
Hall suddenly more claustrophobic, 
a place you could get trapped in. 

Upstairs. In the traditionally pri- 
vate rooms, things are more dra- 
matic. In the billiard room 
BjUingfaam ’s father fixes himself a 
drink, looking like Steptoe in the 


squalor of a kitchen specialising in 
liquid lunches. In one bedroom, it’s 
about tiie attraction (or at least co- 
existence) of opposites - Whiteread’s 
drawings of concave and convex 
beds, and Tatsuo Mtyajima’s red 
and green LED numerical display, 
Opposite Harmony, two screens of 
c h anging numbers, strangely com- 
pelling and calming to look at; in the 
other bedroom, a private moment of 
misery in Georgina Starr’s video, 
Crying. 

Maybe she got the wrong end of 
a cracker. 

'Family', to 31 Jan at Inverleith 
House. Royal Botanic Gdns. Edin- 
burgh (0131-348 2943), Openl0.30am- 
3.20pm, admission free. Closed 24-28 
Dec, 28 Dec-1 Jan, and Mondays 




The Independent Collector 

JOHN WINDSOR’S GUIDE TO COLLECTING CONTEMPORARY ART 
THIS WEEK: LAWRIE SIMONSON 


ANOTHER BUG - but quite 
unlike last week’s computer- 
generated print of a ladybird. 
Lawrie Simonson trained as a 
graphic designer but balked at 
computer imaging and took a 
course in welding at his local 
poly. Now, at 48, he is Britain’s 
foremost junk sculptor. 

His water beetle, shown 
here, is 2ft tall and weighs 121b. 
Its body is a discarded car 
exhaust, its legs are iron rods, 
bent in a vice. The realistic feet 
have been welded on. 

It is lurching slightly to one 
side, as water beetles do. 
Simonson observes them and 
other water creatures, tying on 
his tummy on the banks of 
ponds and lakes on Hampstead 
Heath, Hadley Woods and Then! 
Park Beetles that venture into 
his kitchen find themselves 
being scrutinised for half an 
hour on the table, before being 
released into the garden. 

The trouble with most junk 
sculpture is that it looks like, 
well, junk. But Simonson, who 
has a season ticket to London 
Zoo and his own library of 
natural history textbooks, sees 
particular species of animals 
hidden in every piece of junk 
he claps eyes on. This is what 
distinguishes him from run-of- 
the-mill junk sculptors, who 
are content to malm wonky 
tables and chairs, or abstracts, 
or batches of the same well- 
worn idea - garden rakes as 
birds, for example. 

Simonson is better known on 
the Continent than here. The 
Continentals are into junk art 
They hold two-day junkfests 
attended by 10,000 people at 
which chosen artists, mainly 
from Europe, are confronted 
with a mountain of junk and 
told to get on with it 
Simonson’s metal insects 
and birds were a hit at Drop 
Art in Barcelona and Braderie 
de 1'Art in Roubaix, France, 
both in 1997. In Barcelona, in a 
marquee outside the Museum 
of Modern Art 100 artists 
hammered, sawed and welded 
for two days. Roubaix was even 
more frenetic; only 24 hours 



Water beetle - from a car exhaust and iron rods 


were allowed for creating junk 
masterpieces. “I hardly had 
time to eat,” he says. 

Although 90 per cent of each 
of Simonson’s sculptures is 
junk, it is his sensitively 
modelled additions that bring 
them to life - the beetle’s 
swaying legs, for example, or 
the head of a curlew modelled 
from motorists' plastic 
padding, its body being the 
discarded head of a spade. 

He found the beetle’s body 

in a pile of 20 other worn-out 
exhaust pipes at an exhaust 
replacement centre in 
Archway, north London. “The 
man there looked at me as if I 
were mad," he says. But the 
staff at supermarkets in Soho’s 
Chinatown have a more 
charitable view of the sculptor. 
They are flattered whenever he 
buys a shiny new colander or 
ladle - ideal for the thorax and 

head of insects -thinking that 

he has taken to Chinese 
cooking in a big way. 

His dog’s head is a water 
pump from a car engine, its 
stubby toil fa a wood drill and 
its straight legs are the meta! 


supports for system-built 
shel ving. This is not just i 

old dog. it’s a fox terrier. 

The roof of Simonson’s 
in Camden Town is a men 
of creatures that have bee 

■orubbed den with wbwi 

then left to acquire the pal 
that rain and rust bring 
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HEALTH 


® Half the people who read this article will probably be suffering from a cold. Yet last month, the Common Cold 

I Centre admitted there is still a long battle ahead to find a cure for the world’s most common illness. By Emma Cook 

, Still fighting the cold war 


"I 


^ m m ifty years from now, no 
tgjj ■ idoubt cancer will be 
Aj fj controllable, heart dis- 

£'| ri ease a distant memory 

■va I and We'D all have clones 

-JL- for organ transplants. 

_y.1 But you can bank on it that even in 
.. p^J 2050 we’ll still be sniffing, coughing 
' y.] and sneezing our way through the 
rest of the century, 
j It is almost as if the doctors have 
*3^! given up trying to find a cure. Tbn 
2 years ago, the famous Cold Cure Unit 
T-J ^ in Salisbury closed its doors, partly 
h because their extended trials just 
.$3 didn't find anything conclusive. 

•f; Now is when we need it most - the 

*• jpld is the most prevalent disease 
siTiong humans. Every day, about 50 
}h million people worldwide wake up 
vm with one. Around 400,000 people will 
: V* have a cold today and this week prob- 
y. ably half your office will have one. 
Aq During an average lifespan (75 
; f years), we’ll catch around 210 colds 
At - each lasting five or six days. On 
average, we each spend three years 
of our lives coughing and sneezing. 

So why do these generally harm- 
"'v? less infections cause so much dis- 
comfort? The virus itself causes 
..-.-A only tiny pinpricks of damage to the 
‘ j lining of the nose. The symptoms of 
a cold are caused by our immune sys- 
*; • tem which triggers the disinfecting 
.rijTj process -coughing, runny nose -to 
wash away the virus. 

' j- j^These days, most research is car- 
out in other countries, even 
though the common cold feds like a 
British institution in itseU. If the 
A symptoms are, the cure certainly 
:A?;\ won’t be; last month we heard that 
=&£} after 10 years and £5m of research, 
v "-$ including the painstaking construc- 
Ai tion of a 2£t high model of a cold virus, 
£] the head of the Common Cold Cen- 
tre had finally admitted defeat “I 
don’t foresee a cure in which we erad- 
icate all the viruses.” said Professor 
Ronald Eccles, the director of the 
1 o>ntre at University of TAfeles, Cardiff 
% ^feink the best we can hope for is 
live at peace with it” 

. * The centre has tested a large 
■ number of potential cold cures, 

including high-tech anti- viral agents, 

and so far none of them look set to 
eradicate the cold for ever. Instead, 

doctors are starting to agree that 

* maybe lifestyle and diet could hold 
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We average, three years of our lives coughing and sneezing. The best way to fight the virus seems to be a healthy lifestyle 


the key. Certainly, stress plays a 
part Research has shown that wor- 
iying about an infection can make the 
symptoms more severe, weakening 
the immune system because the 
brain thinks the bug is actually worse 
than it really is. 

As we approach the end of the cen- 
tury, viruses are realty coming into 
their own; mutating, dividing and 
growing more resistant by the 
decade. As Eccles says: “The trou- 
ble is that there are more than 200 


different viruses which cause colds. 
Finding a single cure is tike frying to 
cure measles, chickenpox. mumps 
and rubella all at once." 

The other obstacle is that most 
colds don't last long enough for doc- 
tors to prove whether the drugs 
have really attacked the virus that 
caused them. Dr Karl Nicholson, 
senior lecturer at the Leicester 
Royal Infirmary, says: “By and large, 
they’re short lived infections, so 
you’ve got to have a drug that gets 


to the virus very quickty. It’s very dif- 
ficult to show that you’ve cut an 
infection from two days to one day, 
and much easier to prove if the 
symptoms last foe say, six weeks and 
your drugs cut it to three.” 

Nicholson specialises in flu 
viruses rather than common colds - 
the two might seem similar but 
there are important differences. 
Whereas the cold is a minor form of 
upper respiratory illness, flu tends to 
affect the lower respiratory area, the 


chest, and is generally a more seri- 
ous virus. It also seems more likely 
that they'll find a cure for it. 
According to Dr Nicholson, there are 
several on their way. “There have 
been some important developments 
in the last five years." 

In particular a new flu cure that 
stops the virus spreading In the 
body by blocking the action of neu- 
raminidase, an enzyme the virus 
relies on to infect new cells. Glaxo has 
applied for a licence following trials 


of more than 2.000 patients in Britain 
and worldwide. 

But the cure doesn’t help cold suf- 
ferers, who will just have to wait for 
their miracle cure. Wrapping up 
warm, drinking plenty of fluids, and 
staying in bed still seems to be the 
safest and most beneficial remedy. Or 
you can choose from one of the 
“Symptom relievers" below, and kid 
yourself that they really work. As Pro- 
fessor Eccles says: “Never under- 
estimate the power of a placebo." 


.Comfort but no cure from pills and potions 


Antibiotics 

Far too many antibiotics are 
prescribed unnecessarily for colds 
and flu viruses. In a recent US 

survey, 60 per 

cent of patients v 

seen by GPs fora / ( • 0 c*r) 
common cold I \.r*J X 


were given some l TT\ 

sort of antibiotic. ) Lj \ 

Another study, in / >"* 

Switzerland, J L 

found that 

arfjkjotics were effective only in 
rf/u per cent of patients who had 
!. jterial complications, which is 
the only reason any antibiotics 
should be prescribed. 

Aspirin 

Another symptom-reliever; which 
reduces fever. “Gargling soluble 
aspirin can also help sore throats. 


acting like an anaesthetic," says 
Roger Odd, who does warn against 
giving aspirin to children under 12 
years old. In rare cases, it can 
cause Reye’s syndrome in younger 
people, causing brain and liver 
damage. Many GPs prefer 
paracetamol, which also reduces 
feverish symptoms. 

STEAM 

INHALATION 

The oldest 

remedy around. / cT \ 

It’s widety fL u y 

believed that J 

breathing in V — * 

steam from a 
bowl or jug can 

ease the 

soreness and discomfort of a cold. 
It is cheap and safe and some 
people find it helpful, though 


there’s no solid evidence to back 
up the belief. 

Echinacea 

This herbal 

treatment based 

on root extracts a 

is an — ry'C 7 

increasingly J \ ■ 

popular remedy, ' 

and supposedly x '“- — 

boosts the 

immune system. _____ 

In a recent German trial, though, 
there were no significant 
differences between those who 
took it and those who were given a 
placebo. Professor Eccles is still 
keen to see more research carried 
out “The widespread usage of 
echinacea preparations for many 
different infections supports the 
case for further analysis," he says. 


VITAMIN C 

Over the last 30 years, there has 
been a glut of studies examining 
the effectiveness of vitamin C. A 
recent overview of the research 
suggests that this vitamin does 
appear to decrease the symptoms 
of the common cold by an average 
of 23 per cent Roger Odd says: 
“There is some proof it fights 
against the initial infection, but 
there's no real 
evidence that it 
can make you 
better once 
you've caught a 
cold." Ay 

ZINC 

This is another 

remedy that doesn’t really target 
the virus itself. Like vitamin C. it 
should be taken regularly to 


protect from an infection - by the 
time a cold starts it's probably too 
late. In eight recent trials, four 
showed a benefit and the other 

four didn’t 

Some people , 

swear by its gmjCvA 
properties, 

although the ft \ 

exact III 

mechanism 

through which 

zinc affects the 

common cold remains unclear. 

ANTIHISTAMINES 

Available in tablets, capsules or 
spray. Speak to a pharmacist about 
which one to use - there are ones 
designed specifically for certain 
symptoms, such as a blocked nose. 
According to a recent US study, 
these are one of the most effective 


symptom relievers - 
“significantly" reducing sneezing 
and runny nose - rhinorrhoea. 
Roger Odd, head of professional 
and scientific services at the Royal 
Pharmacy Society, says. “These 
can ease but not cure your 
symptoms. Don’t overuse them - 
your body can build up resistance 
to them." 

CAMPHOR 

5, UBS ft 

There are lfS%- (L / 

various 

decongestant 

vapours that 

stimulate the 
nasal passages, 

such as the 

menLhol-and-eucalyptus-based 
Vicks Vaporub, and olbas oil. Old- 
fashioned but soothes symptoms. 


The origin of specious argument 


wfT'iiRE now so slack intellectually 
v tow; any old speculation can be 
• >-2,. uped out in the media as 
science, if it is blessed with the 
label “evolutionary" or “genetic". 

This is partly because 
evolutionary research nearly 
always upholds the right-wing 
world view adhered to by 90 per 
cent of the press. A new sfruty 
claiming a “gene for" depression 
or being gay is for more likely to 
attract column inches or television 
documentary coverage than one 
initi atin g a major causal influence 
of class, gender bias or parental 
care on our psychology. 

A fine example is a social 
psychological text published 
earlier this year, Wednesday’s 
Child by Antonia Bifolco and 
Patricia Moran (Routledge). Thus 
far, the sole attention it has 
attracted is one brief news report 
in this newspaper 
Oyjplete with accessible case 
'.ay deles, the book describes the 
. : : dsulte of four studies that have 
been undertaken over the last 30 
years of the social origins of 
depression in women, funded by 


the Medical Research Council at 
Royal HoQoway and Bedford New 
College, London University. 

Previous publications from the 
same research unit have provided 
by far the most influential and 
important demonstration of the 
causes of depression, evidence of 
infinitely greater significance than 
anything produced by geneticists 
before or since; in a sample of 458 
women, those with a low income 
(23 per cent) were far more likely 
to be depressed than those with a 
high income (6 per cent) - a 
finding that has been replicated in 
nine further studies worid-wide. 

To a jaded media executive the 
feet that being poor puts women at 
much greater risk of depression is 

of almost no interest But 
Wednesday’s Child moves the 
story on to a new level by 
explaining why some low-income 
women become depressed, but not 
others; the reason is quality of 
care during childhood. 

Bifuico and her colleagues 
interviewed 500 women about 
whether they had been neglected 
or abused as children. One third of 


OLIVER JAMES 



BRITAIN ON 
THE COUCH 


those who had suffered one of 
these childhood adversities had 
been depressed in the 12 months 
before being interviewed, 
compared with only 12 per cent of 
women who had suffered no 
childhood problem. Equally 
striking, of the women who had 
suffered all these forms of 
childhood adversity together 
(neglect, sexual or other physical 
abuse), one half had been 
depressed in the last year. 

Tb separate the direct impact of 


childhood adversity from other 
influences, Bifuico examined the 
effects of four other factors that 
are known to be important loss of 
a parent before the age of 16, 
parental conflict, parental 
psychiatric problems, and poverty. 

As in previous studies, all these 
were stron^y associated with 
depression in the adult women. 
However, this association was 
found only when coupled with 
neglect or abuse. If you had lost a 
parent, for example, or had 
disharmonious, poor or 
psychiatrically disturbed parents, 
it made you more likely to be 
depressed in adulthood onty if you 
had also been abused or 
neglected. This research poses a 
mqjor challenge to the genetic 
triumphalism that has swept 
our media 

Try re analysing Bifulco’s 
findings from the widely held 
assumption that depression is 
substantially caused by genetic 
factors. First of all, if depression is 
four times more common among 
poor women than in rich women 
does that mean that the poor have 


(SEES £3 


much more “depressing" genes? 
There is not a scrap of evidence to 
support the idea, although it is 
theoretically possible. 

Even if genes explain why the 
poor are more depressed, how 
come women who are neglected or 
abused are so much more likely to 
be depressed than those who are 
not? Surely, these are purely 
environmental experiences which 
have nothing to do with a girl's 
genetic make-up. 

The genetic retort is that, yes, 
the neglect and abuse are 
environmental but perhaps the 
propensity to inflict them on 
children is genetic - that parents 
are born with genes that make 
them into neglectful or abusive 
parents. There is a small amount 
of evidence that parenting styles 
may be slightly influenced by 
genes but, taken overall, Bifulco’s 
new book makes genetic 
explanations of depression seem a 
very long sboL 

Far more likely is that genes 
play a negligible role in much 
depression and that being abused 
and neglected as a child is 


depressing. Being poor - not bad 
genes - makes stressed-out 
parents more likely to be abusive 
and neglectful. This environmental 
explanation has the added 
practical attraction of suggesting 
that if we reduced the proportion 
of people being raised in poor and 
abusive or neglectful homes, the 
amount of adult depression would 
consequently decline. 

Sadly, despite the potential 
significance of Bifulco's 
discoveries, they have attracted 
just one small newspaper report 
Unlike, for example, the American 
evolutionary psychologist Steven 
Pinker, author of How The Mind 
Wfrrfcs, whose contribution to our 
understanding of human 
psychology is tiny by comparison, 
there have been no in-depth 
interviews with Bifuico and no 
lengthy articles commissioned 
from her. 

Oliver James's Britain on the 
Couch - Why We're Urihappier 
Compared With 1950 Despite 
Being Richer 1 is now available in 
paperback (Arrow . £7.99) 
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JEREMY 

Laurance 

THE public has no 
love for genetics. 
Manipulating the 
building blocks of life 
should, in the view of 
many, be offlimits for 
scientists. There may 
be benefits from 
genetically modified 
food, even from 
cloning, but too much 
is at stake, ethically 
and in safety tenns. to 
allow boffins free rein. 

Strange, then, that 
the biggest genetic 
axperiment of all - 
involving the birth of 
over 3,000 babies in the 
UK alone so far - is 
going on under our 
noses with barely a 
murmur of comment, 
let alone protest. 

I am referring to 
ICSI - the injection of 
genetic material (in 
the form of a single 
sperm) into an egg to 
create an embryo. Its 
full title is Intra 
Cytoplasmic Sperm 
i Injection and it is the 
fastest-growing 
method of in vitro 
fertilisation, according 
to the annual report of 
the Human 
Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority; 
published last week. 

The race that all 
sperm are involved in 
from the moment they 
are deposited in the 
vagina to reach the egg 
may have a purpose - 
to weed out damaged 
sperm which could 
pass their defects to 
the next generation. 
The act of sexual 
intercourse ensures a 
process of natural 
selection - a process 
over-ridden by ICSI. 

What are the long- 
term consequences of 
tampering with nature 
in this way? No one 
knows. Some studies 
have suggested a 
slightly higher risk of 
congenital defects 
among ICSI babies, but 
others have shown no 
such increase. 

One fear is that 
male children born by 
the method will inherit 
the infertility suffered 
by their fathers. Is a 
man's life ruined by 
the discovery that he 
cannot hare children 
or is it an acceptable 
price for being bom? 
Does he simply choose 
ICSI in his turn? 

The HFEA has long 
been concerned by 
ICSI, but warnings of 
potential genetic 
consequences have 
zero impact. The 
desperate desire for a 
child guarantees they 
will be ignored 
The use of ICSI is 
almost certain to grow 
because success rates 
are now 40 per cent 
higher than with 
ordinary IVE We have 
to face the fact that we 
are in the midst of the 
biggest genetic 
experiment in human 
history - and we will 
not know the outcome 
for another 50 years. 
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New kids on the box 

Jane Root, appointed controller of BBC 2 last week, joins a new generation of executives who are dominating 
the upper echelons of more egalitarian, meritocratic television networks. By Paul McCann 


I n 1979 the BBC aired a pro- 
gramme which is crucial to 
understanding the new gen- 
eration of people who have 
taken over British television. 
It was an episode of Arena, 
edited by a 32-year-old called Alan 
Yentob, which took a look at the song 
“My Way”. The programme was 
originally inspired by Sid Vidous’s 
punk interpretation of the song and 
paid affectionate homage to a tune 
that was an icon of popular culture. 

Jane Root, who was appointed 
controller of BBC 2 last week, says 
it is not only one of her favourite pro- 
grammes, but that it was influential 
in the direction of her careen and 
that of Michael Jackson, the chief 
executive of Channel 4. 

Root and Jackson are now in con- 
trol of the higher-brow end of tele- 
vision and they started their career 
together. They made a programme 
about television called Open the 
Box which led on to a series, The 
Media Show, Bar Channel 4. 

“That episode of Arena took a 
popular cultural artefact and played 
around with it,” says Root “Tb peo- 
ple like me and Michael, it is the 
Daddy of all the television we later 
did." The reason that particular 
Arena is so popular with the new 
generation controlling television is 
that they, too, are the products of 
television, itself a popular artefact 
“I was telly-obsessed,” says Root 
“From keeping the entire family 
silent during Star Trek as a kid, to 
starting my own film society when 
I was at sixth-form college, I have 
always been a fen. We all have." 

While Michael Jackson did Media 
Studies at the Polytechnic of Central 
London. Root studied Internation- 
al Relations at Sussex University; 
“But alongside my degree I spent all 
my time doing film studies and any 
option 1 could on any of the media." 

Jane Root's appointment marks 
the way that people who grew up 
with television have now taken it 
oven They have replaced the gen- 
erations whose roots were either 
Oxbridge and journalism or the 
world of variety theatre. 

The Polytechnic of Central Lon- 
don’s media studies course was one 
of the first in the country, when the 
discipline was still heavily influ- 
enced by the Sixties explosion in 
structuralism: television is being run 
now by people who learned first how 
to take it apart. That is why Root 
doesn’t find it quite so surprising as 
the rest of us that two people who 
worked on the same television show 
12 years ago have ended up running 



MICHAEL JACKSON. 40 

Education: Polytechnic of 
Central London. Way into TV: 
Organiser of lobby group for 
creation of Channel 4; became 
controller of BBC 2 in 1993. 
BBC 1 in 1996. Now: Chief 
executive of Channel 4 



MAL YOUNG. 41 

Education: Liverpool College 
of Art. Way into TV: Script- 
writer on ‘Brookside’; head of 
Channel 5 drama. Now: BBC 
head of drama series 



JANE ROOT, 41 Education: University of Sussex. Way into TV. Researcher at British Rim Institute; 
set up independent production company Wall to Wall; joined BBC in 1996. Now: Controller of BBC 2 



SUE FARR. 42 

Education: University of 
Reading. Way into TV: 
Marketing background; 
communications director for 
Thames TV Now: Director of 
communications and 
marketing, BBC 



PETER SALMON, 42 

Education: University of 
Warwick. Way into TV: 
Newspaper reporter, head of 
factual at Channel 4. 

Now: Controller of BBC 1 


a television channel each. “Media 
studies hadn’t quite taken off. Peo- 
ple didn’t think television was some- 
thing you made programmes about 
There had been the odd programme, 
but no serious look at it” 

Mai Young, who became head of 
drama series at the BBC this year, 
has been a friend of Root’s for 10 
years and is part of the new gener- 
ation at the top: “It's those of us from 
normal families who watched a lot 
of television in the Sixties and Sev- 
enties taking over.” 

If there is a new generation in 
charge of television there is a key 
factor in their success: the creation 
of Channel 4. Jackson and Root 
made The Media Show for Channel 
4 before Jackson used the 
experience to join the BBC and 
Root formed her own produc- 
tion company, Wall to Wall with 


her business partner Alex Graham. 

Wall to TOilI became one of Chan- 
nel 4’s biggest suppliers, but its im- 
portance, believes Root lies in the 
way independent production com- 
panies gave access to television to 
outsiders for the first time; “What’s 
interesting is that people in televi- 
sion now can have diverse careers." 

They don’t have to climb slowly 
through an organisation they only 
got into in the first place because of 
their background, she believes. In- 
stead there are creative people in 
charge who have run their own 
businesses, as well as malting pro- 
grammes. There is also a class di- 
mension to the change wrought by 
Channel 4 and the independents; 
Jane Roofs father ran a gift shop, 
Michael Jackson's dad was a baker 
Mai Young’s father was a milkman, 
while the father of the controller of 


BBC 1 and one-time head of factu- 
al at Channel 4, Peter Salmon, was 
a window cleaner It is all a long way 
from the time when who you met 
from your public school reading 
history at Cambridge was the way 
into the corporation. 

“The independents have encour- 
aged a meritocracy,’’ says Mai 
Young. “I got my break through Phil 
Redmond and Mersey Television. It 
was possible to learn the skills and 
meet the right people. It became 
possible for people who had had nor- 
mal jobs to get into television." 

Jane Root agrees: “The BBC is 
a much more egalitarian place now. 
There is a sense that we have a more 
varied view of the world.” 

The BBC also has to get some 
credit for bringing on a more rep- 
resentative generation of managers. 
The promotion of Root shows it has 


been particularly successful in 
brin ging on women. 

In 1990 the corporation looked at 
the number of women in senior po- 
sitions and discovered that just 10 
per cent of senior executives were 
women. The corporation set itself 
targets for all its levels of manage- 
ment and now has 29.1 per cent of 
senior executives who are women; 
the target it set itself is 30 per cent 
It has already surpassed its target 
for senior managers. 

“When I got ray first job as an ed- 
itor in radio I was the only woman 
at ray level” says Jenny Abramsby, 
who was appointed director of radio 
last month. “I spent all my time in 
meetings full of men. For eight 
years as I took other jobs I re- 
mained the only woman. When I got 
pregnant I went to the personnel 
manager who dealt with my man- 


agement grade and he had never 
had to deal with maternity leave be- 
fore. It was because no one at that 
level had ever been pregnant before. 
There is still a long way to go, but 
there is a sense of momentum now." 

Sue Rut; the BBC’s head of com- 
munications and marketing, 
been at the BBC five years and did 
not know there were targets for 
women in management: “You bear 
about a time when the only woman 
in a meeting was the one taking 
notes, but now broadcasting is so 
competitive that no organisations 
could possibly afford to promote on 
anything other than merit” 

When Jane Root heard about 
her new job last week, one of the first 
calls of congratulation she took was 
from Mai Young: “He just said one 
thing to me: The lunatics have 
taken over the asylum."' 




the word 

ON THE 
STREET 


A POSTSCRIPT to our story 
last Friday, which 
questioned whether The 
Guardian acted with two 
MPs to name Dominic 
Lawson, the editor of The 
Sunday Telegraph, as an 
MI6 agent We suggested 
that The Guardian's 
interest might not be 
unconnected to Lawson’s 
role when he was at The 
Spectator in getting Richard 
“KGB" Gott to quit The 
Guardian. “How dare you 
accuse us of holding a 
gjrudge,” a Guardian 
employee warned. “We’ll get 
you, you bastards.” 

♦ ' 

IN CYBERSPACE, no one can 
hear you scream, particularly 
on the “Friends of Conrad 
Black” homepage, the 
loneliest corner of the 
Internet But first you have 
to find it The usual web 
directories reckon there are 
648 sites devoted in whole or 
part to the Canadian media 
magnate. Crikey, no time to 
go through all those, so we 
settle for a quick blast from 
the “Conrad Blade Waltz” 
site. A sample verse: “He 
rattles my cage/ He pulls on 
my chain/ He owns 100 per 
cent of my brain/ It 
simplifies thinking/ So I 
can’t complain/ 1 live under 
Conrad Black's reign”. My 
name’s Boris Johnson, 
goodnight 

. , . - — ♦- — - — — ' 

RICHARD BRANSON seems 
to be haring as much joy 
entering Chinese airspace 
as he is operating a rail 
franchise. Anyway like the 
08.17 to Manchester we 
digress. The transport 
correspondent of one august 
broadsheet thought he 
would go to his paper's 
Christmas party as a Virgin 
Railways conductor. Virgin 
were only too willing to 
oblige. The uniform arrived)/ ■ 
- but too fate to be any use7\ 


Time for out with the old, 
and in with the new 

After 50 years of success. Time Out’, tbe Londoner s listings bible 7 is 
getting a revamped look and a different emphasis. By Rhys Williams 


THE ACCUSATION periodically 
levelled at Tbny Elliott, founder 
and publisher of Time Out is 
that he has only ever had one 
good idea. If that is true, it was 
a better one than most of us wfl] 
ever have. 

Thirty years ago, Elliott 
invested in a single commodity 
called information, and his 
status as a millionaire in- 
ternational publisher is proba- 
bly more a testament to its 
enduring value than the talents 
he has variously assembled on 
Tottenham Court Road. 

The London listings weekly 
has just celebrated 30, mostly 
happy, years. It failed to spot the 
firstyearofpunkand there was 
the strike over equal pay in 1981 
which, like a bad dose of acne, 
kept the then teenager off the 
streets for a few months. How- 
ever, for most of its history 
Time Out has been out there on 
its own. unchallenged, suc- 
cessful in a comfort zone of de 
jbeto monopoly. 

But that is changing. There 
is a new editor, Vicky Mayer, 
talking about a fresh approach 
and there are nervous glances 
towards a quartet of thrusting 
young rival titles - the listings 
supplements that now come 
free every week with The 
Guardian, The Independent, 
The Times and the Evening 
Standard represent l million 
copies of competition. From a 


circulation high of 108,000 (spe- 
cial editions can sometimes 
top 130.000) four years ago, the 
last ABC saw Time Out slip to 
98,000. The next return is ex- 
pected to be lower: 

The onset of middle age, 
and pulling power on the wane 
- time for a wholesale make- 
over, the magazine equivalent 
of a visit by Carol Smiltie and 
the team from Changing 
Rooms ? Elliott prefers to talk 
in terms of a “100,000-mile 
sendee” - change the plugs, 
clean the filter new treads; 


oh yes, and a new driver too. 

*Tm sort of faappy with 
[Time Out]," he says. “But it 
needs a change, and the best 
way to do that is from outside. 
It just needs that fresh infusion 
of personality to wake every- 
thing up a little bit Everyone 
interviewed said all the open- 
ing pages needed to be radically 
changed - we need to reflect 
more urgently what's happen- 
ing in London." 

Specifically, Elliott would 
like to see its news coverage ex- 
panded and infused with the 


campaigning zeal that tbe 
Standard under Max Hastings 
appears to have misplaced. Its 
consumer section needs sharp- 
ening (“Yfe screwed up on this 
whole wallpaper; interior design 
boom”), its writing made more 
accessible (“for the benefit of 
the readers, rather than our- 
selves or other critics"). 

Above all he says, Time Out 
London must learn from its 
younger sister in New York 
which, after just over three 
years, is selling 85,000 copies a 
week, and is close to breaking 


even. If there has been a criti- 
cism of the UK magazine in re- 
cent years it is that while it has 
been an excellent cultural 
handbook - often the first and 
most comprehensive word on 
what’s new and where it can be 
seen - it has not necessarily re- 
flected London life in the way 
that the American title smells 
of Manhattan. It may have 
been, in part, a media creation 
but it took two American pub- 
lications (Newsweek and Van- 
ity Fain to realise that London 
was the centre of cool again. 


News will help, but so will 
what he dubs “service jour- 
nalism” - specials on specific 
areas of town, cheap eats, best 
bars and so on. “In my opinion 
a lot of editors care about it, but 
deride that somehow it’s a bit 
boring for the reader, when in 
fact that's precisely what they 
want to keep.” 

A former features editor of 
TV Times and Options. Mayec 
34, launched Inside Soap mag- 
azine in 1992, took it from 
monthly to fortnightly, before 
going to Australia where she 
was editorial director of the an- 
tipodean equivalent of Sugar. 

“Londoners don’t all live in 
Notting Hill work in advertis- 
ing and earn 50 grand," she 
says. “Not everyone goes club- 
bing or to the onema. They are 
eating, drinking and shopping. 
We need to reflect that without 
dumbing down. If there's a new 
gadget shop on Ken High 
Street, for instance, we need to 
write about it" 

“There’s also the reality that 
it's difficult to live in London, 
particularly for people in their 
early twenties. Rents are high 
and itfs hard to get around, and 
that can put you off % have to 
be writing about that, about 
transport, rents, unscrupulous 
landlords, how to get your de- 
posit back. No other publication 
is campaigning on behalf of 
London at the moment" 


‘Not all Londoners live in Notting Hill, 
work in advertising, and earn 50 grand ’ 


APPOINTMENTS: MEDIA, MARKETING, SALES 


FINANCIAL SERVICES...SALES 
(High Q.XE.) 

Throughout the UK. our major clients seek 
Experienced Advisers/Consultants 
(Min FPC 1 <& 2) 

Basic salarv up to £24.0(10 plus Car. 

' High O.TE. 

We also seek Broker/Consultants. 
Mongage Advisers. Telesales staff, 
support staff and LF.A.’s 
Opportunities also available for “ Trainees " 

D.D.R. Recruitment 
Tel: 0171 355 4629 
Fax: 0171 499 4462 


THE DOCKLANDS 
MEDIA RECRUITMENT AGENCY 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING SALES 

Quality publications. Excellent prospects. 
Good packages 

Previous experience welcome, but not essential as 
fuD training and pre-interview counselling provided. 
Soles and customer service experience an advantage. 

You must enjoy working in a hectic lively fun and frantic 
environment, be able to perform professionally at all 
rimes, communicate and negotiate ai senior level, work 
in a team, be able to take the initiative and operate 
independently when required. Reliability and 
commitment arc essential, as is iota! self-management. 

FIRST CALL Sue Powell on: 0171 363 0071 


T DIRECTOR 

idtute Art Director b 
red to loin design and 
Sting consultancy, 
successful applicant 
have at tewr 2 yean 
ing e xp erie nc e, be able 
oduce Inughiidve and 
In work in tough time- 
s. be proficient in 
4. Photoshop and 
und working in a 
d mac/pc environment 
also bate a good 
rsunding of print 
action methods, 
p up to £25.000 pJ. 
ngdaie b 22 Jan 1999. 
e send CV to: He 
tenor Avenue. Isllng- 
Lrndon N5 2NR. 


JOURNALIST 

required to assist 
busy Managing Editor of 
small progressive magazines. 
Happy disposition b euvntial. 
Send CVtn 

Betty Smith. Safety House. 
BcCldingion Farm Road, 
Croydon CR0 4JCZ. 

No agenda please. 


Interested in a 
Career 

with long term 
prospects 
then call 
0113 298 9923 


HVA 


A unique opportmity to be port of tbe loom based at London 

Bridge SE I that produces the loading journal hr community V - | 
nurses. Published by the Community Proetrtionars' and Health 
Wsrtors' Association for over 70 years. 

Deputy Communications 
and Publications Editor 

(permanent contract} 

London SET Salary per annum £ 25,202 

of magazine 

produaron^ng & sutrodibng As weH as ability to write stories. The deputy 
wiw atso want on a number of publications. 

Gwefidntes wifl need to demonslnnte an iriterwt in and knowledge of community 

to ™'"' i 0,0 «*» <-3 

The CPHVA is an autonomous section of the hade union MSP. 

For an appfkation pack please write or fax h» Marti,, ■ 

for reempt of comptetod appGcatians Friday SdtJenuar^Tppp 61 ** 
AiiSF is striving lobe an equal opportundios mphymr. 


msF 

(he union 
for skilled nnd 
professional 


Media Communications Grouo Pic 

Kflntanntnn rentra fin Unnmnn».w. r>_ i ■ \ . - ' 


Kensington Centre. 66 Hammersmttfi Road. London W 14 an 
Tel: 0171 602 9988 Fax: 0171 603 1080 ' 

We en a leading daily Arabic aewananer 

PnbUattng Group - seeking to W krataT JonnLlL!* I ^* r,lat ten«I 
the company. The candidate proOlev'an within 

P anati MkuJaJ'Mrf .»«» nnn « „ ^ u *“* 

000 & flffh 


A minimum of 10 year, ex perience ” hadS 'll ' * 

role ts a prerequisite for both peahens. Arab publications in a serw 

• Evidence of high profile interviews and news ston« ™ 

the Middle East. SWn ' « covering political affairs within 

• Strong interpersonal and leadership skills with th. „ 

thingshappen PSiuuswrth the energy and creativity u> make 

2 .. 3 i>orts Jmamltett 

* A minimum of S years experience wcuin nn .. 

* Candidates should hove an intimate tun ea 4 Jn ? Arab publications i* j 

Middle East and IntenuSJSty^ knaH ^ <***** 

Applicants for all four positions should be 

ftin-Arab experience and haw the ability to ^ aW * to demonst™*, 

EnsUbh and ideally. French. ,ty to translate ia/Sfe ^ 

If you believe you meet the above criteria m--, „ ° S 

CV stating your current basic salary to- ' P ,e Enclosing your aDDli«.n_ 

1 — ****• wion wi4 an 


To advertise in this section please call now on 0171 293 2691 
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New Films 
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THE PRINCE OF EGYPT fin 
jfrecton Brenda Chapman. Simon Wells. 

Sieve Hickner 

Voiced by- Val Killer. Ralph Fiennes. 

Michelle Pfeiffer 

DreamWxks honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged 
his cartoon Life of Moses “painted by Claude 
Monet and photographed by David Lean". The end 
result winds up as The Ten Commandments by way 


of Joseph and hisAmuzmg liximicolor DreamcoaL 

West End: ABC Baker Street, ABC Tottenham 
Court Road. Barbican Screen. Clapham Picture 
House, Elephant & Castle Coronet. Empire 
Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon 
Camden Tbum. Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Wrpfn Tracadero 


The Independent Recommends 


General Release 


- 




ANTZ (PGl 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 

West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Phoenix 
Cinema , Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on 
the Green. UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Tracadero 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY OJ> 

in the follow-up to Babe, knockabout comedy 
is kept to a minimum in favour of a bleak 
animatronic fairytale. West End: ABC Baker 
Street. ABC Tottenham Court Road. Clapham 
Picture House, Elephant & Castle Coronet, 
Hammersmith Wrgm, Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage. Plaza , Rio Cinema, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road. 
Virgin Tracadero 

. BLADE (18) 

1 A techno soundtrack bumps and grinds behind 
: : . A is monotonous arcade-game thriller about a 
1 sew York vampire-killer tackling a power-crazed 
new bloodsucker Noise and martial-arts action 
mask its tinny pedigree. 

West End: Odean Camden Town, Odeon 
■ Kensington. Odeon Marble Arch, UCI Whiteleys. 
\ r irgin Tracadero, Warner Village West End 

THE BOYS (18) 

Out of jail after serving a sentence for GBH, 
oldest “boy” Brett Sprague (David Wenham) 
moves back into his mum's drab suburban home, 
terrorises his girlfriend and turns his younger 
brothers into petty henchmen. The Boys spotlights 
the downside of life Down Under - it's potent, 
predatory stuff. 

West End Metro. Ritzy Cinema 

DANCING AT LUG H NASA (PG> 

1 J jg s a dance, more of a trudge, this Ireland-set 
'■jga is given backbone by Meryl Streep's regal 
performance. West End: Curzon Mayfair, Netting 
HiR Coronet, Rio Cinema 

DEAD MAN’S CURVE (15) 

Writer-director Dan Rosen must have had 
some terrible experiences at university. All the 
students at his nameless American college are 
trying to butcher each other, led into temptation 
by an obscure regulation that awards straight- 
A grades to the room-mates of suicides. Though 
not as deliciously nasty as the Scream films. 

. Dead Man's Curve delivers a respectable 
qwita of drive-in shocks. 

W.-;) I End: ABC Piccadilly 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But Kapur largely 
neglects the opportunities for fun in a story of 
independence triumphing ova* cruelty. 

West End- ABC Ibttenham Court Road, Odeon 
Haymarket, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Virgin Fulham Road 

LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
^ j W illiam’s adaptation tilts at Ralph Steadman 
cartoonery for its tale of a drug-fuelled 
journalistic assignment. The film soon descends 
into a carnival of narcotic lunacy, with the one 
stand-out being Johnny Depp - who brings 
Hunter S Thompson into bald-headed, 
pigeon-toed life. 

West End: ABC Baker Street, Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Camden Tbwn, Ritzy Cinema, 
Wrgin Haymarket 

rrS A WONDERFUL LIFE (U) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End Curzon Soho. Gate Notting Hitt. 
Ftiyb-iond F&mhouse. Ritzy Cinema 

tyr LUGGAGE <PG> 

An uncertain soap opera, focusing on the ebbs and 
Sows within a Hasidic family in 1970s Holland. 
Fitful as drama, (he film comes to life as a 
showcase for its high-profile performers plus 
rising star Laura Frasec 
West End: ABC Swiss Centre, Curzon Minema, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage , Phoenix Cinema . 
Richmond FUmhouse, Screen on Baker Street, 
Screen on the HiU 

LOCK, STOCK AND TWO SMOKING 
BARRELS (18) 

Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels follows 
the lead of Thrantino, but the film's defining 
acteristic is its resilient morality. 

End: ABC Panton Street. Odeon 
*<£eFs\igton, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
i\;-> \nine, Warner Village West End 

THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops full speed 
through 19th-century California in the company 
of Antonio Banderas’s authentically Hispanic 
do-gooder. A lute-sized history lesson on West 
Coast politics struggles amid a lot of colourful 
duels and clattering set-pieces. 

West End : Barbican Screen. Clapham Picture 
House, Elephant & Castle Coronet, Hammersmith 
Virgin. Odeon Camden Tbwn. Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Leicester Square. Odeon Marble Arch. 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 

MULAN i U) 

In Disney's animated feature, a girl disguises 
herself as a soldier to spare her ailing lather from 
the certain death of combat This set-up has got 
it all: a pro-active heroine who does not want to 
tend .n man or pet woodland animal s; a strong 
fath^daughter relationship; honour and 
n^oiiiiy; and, of course, cross -dressing. Ids also 
one of the most visually innovative movies that 
Disney has ever made. 

West End: Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Mezzanine. Odeon Swiss Codage, UCIWhttdeys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Warner Village West End 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Ritzy 
Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Screen on the 
HiU, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket 

THE NEGOTIATOR (15) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 
head in Gray's thrilling drama. The script has a 
predilection for lunk-headed swearing that sounds 
uneasy in the mouths of such articulate, rhetorical 
performers. West End: Odeon Camden Ibum, 
Odeon Marble Arch. UCI Whiteleys, \ f ugin Fulham 
Road, Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End 

OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

George Clooney plays the law-breaking hero as 
a down-and-dirty version of Cary Grant and turns 
in the best performance of his career so far He 
seems to be a grown-up film star when most of 
Hollywood's male heart-throbs don't look old 
enough to get served in a pub. Wesl End Clapham 
Picture House. Empire Leicester Square, Gate 
Notting Hill. Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema. Screen on Baker Street 
UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea. Virgin Trocadero 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney cannihatising its 
own back catalogue; re-beating its 1961 Hayley 
Mills heart-warmer into a spry, cross-cultural 
caper starring Lindsay Lohan as the separated- 
at-birtb twin sisters (one British, one American) 
determined to get their parents (Natasha 
Richardson, Dennis Quaid) back together 
West End: Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden 
Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odean Swiss Cottage. Odeon West End, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

A PERFECT MURDER (15) 

With Hollywood awash with dumb re-makes, the 
news that Hitchcock’s classic Dial MJbr Murder 
was to be rehashed did not bode well But this is 
gold-plated trash: the sort of thing Hollywood does 
better than anyone else. West End ■ ABC Panton 
Street, Warner Village West Etui 

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY Oil 

Sublime cinema. It's a fast-talking romantic 
comedy, of course, but there's nothing silly or 
trivial about ft. George Cukor’s movie has a strange 
and melancholy heart and Katherine Hepburn's 
unsatisfied heiress sheds real tears. 

West End : Curzon Soho. Renoir 

PLAYING GOD (18) 

Cracker director Andy Wilson suffers a rude 
lesson in Hollywood politics with this glossy but 
garbled thriller about a junkie doctor (David 
Duchovny) embroiled with a gang of counterfeiters 
headed by a hammy Tim Hutton. 

West End: Warner Village West End 

RONIN (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 

West End- Odeon Kensington, Odeon West End, 
UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie C han and Chris Dicker star in this hit-and- 
miss affair. West End: Elephant & Castle 
Coronet, Gate Notting Hid, Hammersmith Virgin, 
Odecm. Camden Ibum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema, (JCf Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner Village West End 

SLUMS OF BEVERLY HILLS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End; ABC Piccadilly. ABC Shaftesbury 
Avenue 

TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE (18) 

Once ridiculously held up as a video nasty, Tbbe 
Hooper’s thrift-shop chiller is, rather; a unholy 
celebration of the blood-lust urges within white- 
trash America, ushering a bunch of generic teens 
to their doom among a family of unemployed 
slaughtermen. Explicit violence is thin on the 
ground; instead it's the alien, voodoo mood which 
dominates. West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue 

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
The latest comedy from the tasteless writer- 
director team of Peter and Bobby Farrelly The 
film is basically a soft-centred romantic comedy 
of the kind that drifts out of Hollywood on a 
regular basis. The gags never amount to more 
than vulgar icing on an exeptkmally bland cake. 
West End: Odeon Mezzanine, Screen an the Green, 
Virgin Fulham Rood Virgin Haymarket 

VELVET GOLDMINE (18) 

Jonathan Rhys Myers plays a Bowie-esque idol 
in gfitter make-up; his friend and mentor Curt WM 
(Ewan McGregor) is a self-destructive US 
rocker in the Lou Reed-Iggy Pop mould The 
story afhow these characters are bound together 
is told in a film brimming with intelligent ideas. 
West End: Curzon Soho. Rio Cinema 

LA VIE REVEE DES ANGES 
(THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS) (18) 
IsalEkxJfeBoud)ez)isagamiiKbidnnpcrrerisbed 
drifter who meets Marie (Natacha Reginer) 
while temping at a clothes sweatshop. They 
become friends and move in together in a 
stunning first feature for Erick Zonea. 

West End' ABC Swiss Centre, Curzon Minema, 
Phoenix Cinema, Screen on the Green 



the five Best Films 


My Name is Joe 

(15) 

All that one would expect 
from a Ken Loach film 
- humour, indignation 
and emotional sympathy - 
driven hy scarify intense 
performance by Pcicr 
Mullan (right) as a 
recovering alcoholic. 


Antz (PG) 

Compute r-anixnalud comedy voiced hy a stellar cast 
headed by Woody Allen us a worker ani who 
becomes an unlikely opponent of (he colony's 
totalitarian regime. Good fun. and Allen's best 
work in a while. 

Slums of Beverly Hills ( 1 5} 

Tamara Jenkins's feature debut is a modest 
but winning riles-of- passage movie about a 
family coping with poverty in LA’s richest 
suburb. Alan Arkin gives an acting masterclass 
as the dad. 

Ronin (1 5) 

John Frankenheimers action thriller is buttressed 
by a fine international east ( Robert Dc Niro. Jean 
Reno. Stclian Skarsgard), moody French locations 
and a clutch of supercharged cur chase*. 

It’s a Wonderful Life (U. Curzon Soho) 
Despite its reputation as a national treasure. 
Frank Capra's hymn to smalltown selflessness is 
fraught with all kinds of contradictions and blind 
spots. Janies Stewart, granted a vision of how litc 
would have been had he never been born, is 
magnificent in the lead role. 

Anthony Quinn 


The five best plays the Five Best shows 


Martin Guerre 

West Yorkshire Playhouse. Leeds 
It's third time lucky lor this much-rewritten 
Bouhlil/Schonbcrg musical. In Ccnall Morrison's 
starkly involving production, it finally emerges as 
a tighter, magnificent show. To 13 Feb 

The Invention of Love 

Theatre Royal. Haymarket 
Winy fantasia by Tom Stoppard on the twin 
passions of AE Housman: scholarship and an 
unavailable heterosexual friend. To 4 Apr 


Hindle Wakes 

Royal Exchange, 
Manchester 
After its spectacular 
refurbishment 
following the 1 996 
bombing, the theatre 
bounces hack to life 
in fine resilient form 
with this excellent 
production (riglii). 
which had to be 
aborted then. K- 9 Jan 


Copenhagen 

Cottesloe. National Theatre 
Michael Frayns profound and haunting meditation 
on science, morality and the mysteries of human 
motivation. To 27 Jon 

The Boy Who Fell Into a Book 

Stephen Joseph Theatre, Scarborough 
Typically witty and ingenious concept from 
Alan Ayckbourn - here wearing his children's 
dramatist hat. To 9 Jan 

Paul Taylor 


Louise Bourgeois Serpentine Gallery 
Veteran Frcnch-Amcrican sculptress, still a leading 
light at 87, shows new installations in which a giant 
mothcr/spidcr presides over images of spinning and 
weaving, restoration and decay. To 10 Jan 



Edward Burne- 
Jones 

Birmingham Museum 
and Art Gallery 
This centenary exhibition 
gathers together many 
old favourites ( right) 
illustrating Burne-Jones's 
romantic and medievalist 
nether world. To J7 Jan 








tjsEa 


Claude Lorrain 

British Museum 

One hundred drawings by the great French classical 
landscape painter, including his remarkably vivid 
outdoor studies of woods and streams. 
7t* 10 Jan 

Bridget Riley 

Abbott Hall. Kendal 

A small retrospective, spanning the career of top 
British abstractionist Riley -from the shimmering 
monochromes of her early Sixties Op An fame, ro 
colour, stripes, diagonals and curves. 7b 31 Jan 

Chris OFili Whitworth Gallery. 
Manchester 

The 1998 Turner Prize winner is an upbeat 
original, his surfaces dense and decorative, 
with swirls of dots. eyes. Afros and black 
icons, and incorporating mutant bolls of 
elephant dung. To 24 Jan 

TOM LUBBOCK 


Cinema 

WEST END 


ABC BAKER STREET 

(0870 90204 1 8) O Baker Street 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 1.20pm, 
6.20pm Fear and Loathing In Las 
Vegas 3.40pm, 8.30pm The 

Prince of Egypt 1.40pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.35pm 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) O Piccadilly 
Gross The Last Days of Disco 
T.lOpm. 3.40pm, 6pm, 8.25pm 
Lock. Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.10pm. 3.35pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm A Perfect Murder 
1.10pm. 3.35pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
The Wisdom of Crocodiles 
1.10pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from I pm) 

■©■ Piccadilly Grcus Dead Man's 
Curve 4.05pm. 8.45pm Hamam: 
The Turkish Bath 1 .25pm, 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm Victory 
1.10pm. 6.10pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

[0870-902 0402) e Leicester 
Square Slums of Beverly Hills 
1.05pm. 3.25pm. 7.05pm. 9.05pm 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
!.35pm. 3.55pm. 6,35pm. 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
5quare/Piccadilly Circus Angel 
Sharks 1.30pm, 3.25pm. 5.20pm, 
7.15pm. 9.10pm The Governess 
1.45pm. 4.05pm. 6,25pm, 8.45pm 
Left Luggage 1.30pm, 6.55pm 
Rien Ne Ua Plus 4.45pm. 9.15pm 
La Vie Revie des Anges 1 ,25pm. 
3.45pm. 6.05pm. 8.25pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) & Tottenham 
Court Road Antz 1.15pm. 6.35pm 
Babe: Pig in the City 1.05pm. 
3.40pm Elizabeth 3.30pm, 
8.55pm My Name Is Joe 6.25pm, 
9.05pm The Prince of Egypt 

1 .20pm, 3.50pm. 6.50pm. 9.30pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 889!) O Barbican The 
Mask of Zoito 3pm, 6pm, 
8.40pm The Prince of Egypt 

3pm. 5.30pm. 8pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) ■©■ SJoane Square 
On Connait la Chanson I pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.35pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) Or Clapham 
Common Babe: Pig In the City 
1.45pm. 4.15pm. 6.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6.15pm. 9pm Out of Sight 

9.30pm The Prince of Egypt 

2.30pm. 4.45pm. 7pm. 9.15pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) -0- Green Park 
Dancing at Lughnasa 2pm. 

4.1 5pm, 6.30pm. 9pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) & Hyde Park 
Comer Left Luggage 2.50pm. 
6.50pm La Vie Reu£e des Anges 
4.40pm, 8.40pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm) 

■& Leicester Squar&Tbttenham 
Court Road The Ed 1.30pm, 
6.45pm Henry Fool 4.1 0pm. 9pm 
It’s a Wonderful Life 1pm. 
6.30pm The Last Days oF Disco 
2.15pm. 9.30pm The Philadelphia 
Story 12noon, 4.30pm. 7pm 
Velvet: Goldmine 3.30pm. 9.15pm 


The Mask of Zorro 12noon. 3pm. 
6pm. 9pm The Parent Trap 
12.10pm. 3pm. 5.50pm, 8.40pm 
The Prince of Egypt T 2. 1 5pm. 
2.20pm. 4.30pm, 6.30pm, 

8.30pm Rush Hour 6.30pm. 9pm 

ICA CINEMA 

[0171-930 3647) e Charing Cross 
Palombella RDssa 7pm, 9pm Le 
Voyage Imaginaire 6.30pm. 
8.30pm [+ Short) 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) G- Piccadilly 
Cirtus/Leicester Square The Boys 
1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.30pm Fire 
2pm. 4.15pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) e Notting Hill 
Gate Dancing at Lughnasa 
2.30pm. 4.30pm. 6.30pm. 

8.45pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 1 1 .55am. 
1.55pm, 3.55pm The Mask of 
Zorro 11.50am. 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 
8.30pm Mulan 12.05pm The 
Negotiator 5.30pm, 5.25pm Out 
of Sight 5.55pm. 8.40pm The 
Parent Trap 12.15pm. 2.55pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 2 noon. 
2.25pm. 4.40pm. 6.55pm. 

9.10pm Rush Hour 2.15pm. 
4.30pm. 6.40pm. 9.05pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) «■ Piccadilly 

□reus Elizabeth 2.15pm. 5pm, 
7.45pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) ■& High Street 
Kensington Babe: Pig in the Gty 

I. 30pm, 3.55pm The Mask of 

Zorro 2.25pm. 5.40pm. 8.55pm 
Out of Sight 12.20pm, 3 20pm. 
6.20pm. 9.20pm The Parent Trap 
12noon, 3pm. 6.05pm, 9.10pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 2 noon. 
2.25pm, 4.50pm, 7.15pm, 

9.40pm Ronin 6.20pm. 9.15pm 
Rush Hour 1.55pm. 4.30pm. 
7.05pm. 9.40pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square The Mask of Zorro 

II. 40pm. 2.30pm. 5.25pm. 

8.20pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-850007) © Marble Arch 
Babe: Pig in the City 1 2. 1 5pm. 
3.05pm The Mask of Zorro 
11.50pm, 2.50pm. 5.55pm. 9pm 
The Negotiator 8.55pm Out of 
5ight 6pm. 8. 55pm The Parent 
Trap 12.15pm, 3.05pm. 6pm The 
Prince of Egypt 11.45am, 
2.05pm. 4.25pm. 6.45pm, 

9.10pm Rush Hour 11.50am. 
2.15pm, 4.40pm. 

9.30pm 


7.05pm, 


AND 


CASTLE 


THE WISDOM OF CROCODILES (15) 

Jude Law plays a contemporary vampire who 
wines and dines his victims before he goes for the 
jugular West End’ ABC Panton Street 


ELEPHANT 
CORONET 

(0T71-703 4968) «■ Elephant & 
Castle Babe: Pig in the Gty 
1.50pm, 3.45pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2pm. 5.15pm, 8.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm, 8.35pm Rush Hour 

6.30pm. S.45pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester 
Square Fear and Loathing In Las 
Vegas 12.40pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 
9pm Out of Sight 12.10pm. 
2.55pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 0.45am. 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(01 71-727 4043) « Notting Hill 
Gate It’s a Wonderful Lire 
4.10pm (+ Shore Whoosh) Out of 
jht 1.40pm. 6.40pm Rush Hour 
55pm 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) «■ Ravenscourt 
Parit/Hammersmith Babe: Pig In 
the City 12nocn. 2.20pm. 4.20pm 
Enemy of the State 6.20pm. 9pm 


ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) Leicester 

Square Elizabeth 1 2.35pm, 
3.05pm, 5.35pm. 8.20pm Lock, 
Stock <6 Two Smoking Barrels 

I. 25pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 

8.45pm Les Miserables 2.35pm. 
5.30pm. 8.1 5pm Mulan 2.10pm. 
4.20pm Snake Eyes 6.25pm. 
8.35pm There's Something About 
Mary 12.45pm. 3.15pm, 5.45pm. 
8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) ■& Swiss Cottage 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 1.25pm. 
3.45pm Elizabeth 8.30pm Left 
Luggage 6.25pm. 8.45pm The 
Mask oF Zorro 1.40pm. 4.55pm. 
8pm Mulan 12.45pm Out of 
Sight 3pm. 5.25pm. 8.20pm The 
Parent Trap 12.15pm. 3.05pm. 
5.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
1pm. 3.25pm. 5.55pm. 8.25pm 
Rush Hour 1 ,30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 
8.50pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 

Square The Parent Trap 12.15pm. 
3pm. 5.40pm, 8.3Cipm Ronin 
12.35pm. 3.10pm. 5.45pm. 

8.25pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) ■€► Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 1 2.35pm, 2.40pm, 
4.45pm, 7pm, 9.05pm T-Rex: 
Back to the Cretaceous (3-D) 

II. 30am, 1.35pm. 3.40pm. 

5.45pm. 8pm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

10181-444 6789) East Finchley 
Ana 1 2pm Left Luggage 1.50pm 
La Vie Revie des Anges 4.05pm, 
6.30pm, 8.55pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly Grcus 
Antz 1.15pm. 3.30pm Babe* Pig 
hi the Gty 12,45pm, 3.10pm, 
5.30pm Rush Hour 1 .30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, **p n 


Saving Private Ryan 7.50pm The 
Truman Show 6pm. 8.30pm 
Twilight 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) e Russell 

Square On Connait la Chanson 
1pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.35pm The 
Philadelphia Story 1.30pm. 
3.55pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm 

RIO CINEMA 

(0171-254 6677} BR: Dalston 
Kings land Babe* Pig in the Gty 
2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm Dancing at 
Lughnasa 8.45pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/e Bruron 
Antz 12.05pm. 2.05pm Babe* Pig 
in the Gty 12.10pm. 2.25pm, 
4.25pm The Boys 7pm East Side 
Story 2.45pm Ever After 
10.30am Eve's Bayou 6.35pm It’s 
a Wonderful Life 4.15pm (+ 
Short: Whoosh) The Mask of 
Zorro 3.30pm. 6.15pm Miracle 
On 34th Street (1994 Version) 
10.30am The Prince of Egypt 
2.15pm. 4.30pm. 6.45pm Rush 
Hour 4pm, 6.50pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) & Baher 5treet 
Left Luggage 2.30pm. 4.40pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm My Name is Joe 
2.20pm. 6.40pm Out of Sight 
4.20pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

[0171-226 3520) ^ Angel Antz 
3.30pm La Vie Revee des Anges 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) & Beisire Park 
Left Luggage 2.30pm. 4.30pm, 
6.40pm My Name is Joe 8.50pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) 4* Queensway 

Antz 4pm Babe: Pig in the Gty 
3.50pm. 4.50pm, 7.10pm Blade 
6.20pm. 9.10pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.50pm 
The Negotiator 6.1 0pm. 9pm Out 
of Sight 3.40pm, 9 20pm The 
Parent Trap 3pm. 5.50pm. 
8.40pm The Prince of Egypt 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8 30pm Ronin 
9.35pm Rush Hour 4.40pm. 7pm. 
9.30fvn 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

[0870-907 0710) O- Stoane 

Square/South Kensington Antz 
12.30pm. 2.30pm. 4.15pm, 

6.30pm Mulan 12.45pm My 
Name is Joe 8.45pm Out oF Sight 
2 45pm. 5.30pm. 9pm The Parent 
Trap 12.15pm. 3pm, 5.45pm. 
8.30pm Rush Hour 2pm. 5pm. 
7.15pm. 9.30pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) e South 

Kensington Babe: Pig in the Gty 
1pm. 3pm. 5pm Elizabeth 2pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm The Mask of 
Zorro 12.20pm. 3.10pm. 6.10pm. 
9.10pm The Negotiator 12.40pm. 
3.35pm, 6.25pm, 9.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12.10pm. 

2.15pm. 4.25pm. 6.40pm, 

8.50 pm Ronin 7pm. 9.30pm 
There's Something About Mary 
2.15pm. 5.50pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) «■ Piccadilly 
Grcus Fear and Loathing In Las 
Vbgas 12.45pm, 3.20pm, 6pm. 
8.35pm My Name Is Joe 
12.55pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm, 

8.45pm There's Something About 
Mary 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm, 
8.25pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) «■ Piccadilly 
GrcuS Antz 12.10pm. 2.10pm. 
4.05pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm Babe: 
Pig m the City 12.20pm, 2.20pm. 
4.20pm Blade 6.25pm. 9pm The 
Negotiator 2pm, 5.30pm, 8.30pm 
Out of Sight 12noon. 2.50pm. 
5.40pm. 8.30pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.50pm. 3.20pm. 5.50pm, 
8.10pm Rush Hour 12.10pm. 
2.25pm. 4.40pm. 7pm. 9.20pm 
The Tinman Show 1pm, 3.30pm, 
6.10pm, 9pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester 

Square Blade 1 .20pm. 4pm, 
6.40pm. 9.20pm The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
1.30pm. 3.20pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 

Lethal Weapon 4 1 2 noon, 2.50pm, 
5.40pm. 8.30pm Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm Mulan 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 4.40pm The 
Negotiator 12.10pm. 3.10pm. 

6. 1 0pm. 9.20pm A Perfect Murder 
1.10pm, 3.50pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 
Playing God 7.10pm. 9.30pm 
Rush Hour 12,50pm. 1.50pm. 
320pm, 4.20pm. 5.50pm. 7pm. 
8.20pm, 9.30pm. 


Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181 -896 0066) €► Rjrk Royal Antz 
12.10pm. 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 

6.30pm. 8.30pm Babe: Pig in The 
City 10am. 12.10pm, 2.20pm. 
4.30pm, 6.50pm Blade 7pm. 
9.55pm The Mask Of Zorro 
12noon. 2.55pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm 
Mulan 10.35am. 2.45pm The 
Negotiator 6. 1 0pm. 9. 1 0pm Out of 
Sight 9.45pm The Parent Tfap 1 pm. 
3.45pm. 6.40pm. 9.35pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.30pm. 3.55pm. 
6.2C>pm. 8.55pm Rush Hour 
12.50pm, 2.30pm, 3.05pm. 

4.50pm. 5.20pm, 7.10pm. 7.40pm. 
1 0.05pm, 9.25pm Small Soldiers 
12.25pm. 4.40pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) e High 
Barnec Antz 12noon Babe: Pig in 
The City 12.20pm. 2.15pm. 
4.15pm. 6.05pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 12.45pm. 3.45pm, 8pm The 
Negotiator 8.15pm Out of Sight 
8.25pm The Parent Trap 1 2.40pm. 
3.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.40pm. 3.20pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
Rush Hour 1.55pm, 4.15pm, 
6.35pm. 8.55pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (08709020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Antz 4.55pm. 6.50pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 12.15pm. 
2.35pm The Parent Trap 12.25pm. 
3.10pm. 5.55pm, 8.30pm The 
Prince oF Egypt 12.30pm, 3pm. 
6.40pm, 9pm Rush Hour 8.50pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181 -303 1 550) BR: 
Bexleyheath Antz 1 2.30pm. 
2.30 pm, 4.30pm. 6.30pm Babe: Pig 
in The Gty 1 1 am. 1 ,05pm. 3. 1 0pm, 
5.15pm Blade 7.10pm. 9.40pm 
Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 2pm, 5.20pm, 
8.45pm The Mask of Zorro 1 pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm Mulan 
12noon Out of Sight 7.15pm. 
9.45pm The Parent Trap 11.1 0am. 
1.45pm, 4.25pm, 7pm. 9.35pm 
The Prince of Egypt 11am. 
12.10pm. 1.10pm, 2.20pm, 

3.20pm. 4.30pm. 5.30pm, 6.50pm. 
9pm Rush Hour 1pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 
7.40pm. 8.30pm, 9.45pm Small 
Soldiers 12 noon, 2.30pm. 4.50pm 
There's Something About Mary 
8.50pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Bromley North/Bromley South 
Babe: Pig In The City 1 .1 5pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1 ,45pm, 5.05pm, 
8.10pm Out of Sight 8.35pm The 
Parent Trap 12.10pm, 3pm. 
5.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.45pm, 3.15pm, 6.05pm. 8.45pm 
Rush Hour 3.50pm. 6.20pm, 
8.50pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catford 
Babe: Pig In The City 1.30pm. 
3.50pm. 6pm The Prince of Egypt 

I. 15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. B.45pm 
Rush Hour 8.40pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West/East Elizabeth 
5.15pm The Horse Whisperer 
7.45pm The Land Girls 2.45pm 
Mulan ] 1 am 

SAFARI (0181 -688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. Babe: Pig In The Gty 
12.20pm, 2.50pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 12.05pm. 2.45pm. 5,40pm. 
8.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
12 noon. 2.30pm. 5.50pm. 8.10pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Antz 1pm. 
3.10pm. 5.10pm. 7.10pm, 9.10pm 
Babe: Pig in The Gty 1,25pm. 
3.50pm. 6.05pm Blade 6,50pm. 
9.50pm The Mask of Zorro 

I I , 50am, 2.50pm. 5.50pm, 8. 50pm 
Mulan 10.10am, 2.30pm The 
Negotiator 6pm. 9pm out of Sight 
8.30pm The Parent Trap 12.30pm. 
3.30pm. 6.25pm, 9.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 0.40am. 1 . 1 0pm. 
3.40pm. 6.1 0pm. 8.40pm Rush 
Hour 1.40pm. 4.10pm, 6.40pm. 
9.30pm Small Soldiers 12.10pm, 
4.30pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) ■©■ Dagenham Heathway Antz 
11.30am. 1.30pm. 3.40pm. 

5.40pm, 8pm Babe: Rg hi The Gty 
10.30am. 11am. 12.45pm, 1.45pm, 
4pm. 6.15pm Blade 8.40pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12noon. 3pm, 
5.50pm. 9.10pm Mulan 1 1.20am, 
4pm The Negotiator 9.30pm Out 
of Sight 8.30pm The Parent Trap 
J0.45am. 1.25pm. 4.10pm. 

6.55pm, 9.40pm 


The Prince of Egypt 1 lam. 1 ,20pm. 
3.45pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm Rush Hour 

I. 1 5pm. 3pm. 3.30pm. 5.15pm. 
6.30pm, 7.30pm. 9pm, 9.50pm Small 
Soldiers l.40pm. 6.15pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR-'O Ealing Broadway 
Babe: Pig in The City 1 2noon The 
Mask of Zorro 2.10pm. 5.30pm. 
8.30pm The Parent Trap 1 2.30pm, 
3.20pm The Prince of Egypt 1pm. 
3.20pm. 5.50pm. 8.05pm Rush 
Hour 6pm. 8.40pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 
^Edg ware Antz 12.30pm. 2.30pm 
Babe: Pig in The Gty 12.1 5pm. 
2.30pm Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate 
phone for times Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 
phone for times Mehndi phone for 
times Nasseb phone for times The 
Parent Trap 1. 45pm. 5pm, 8pm 
Wafood phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) & Tottenham Hale Antz 

II. 50am. 2.10pm. 3pm. 6.35pm 

Babe: Pig in The City 10.45am 
12.10pm. 1.15pm, 2.30pm. 

3.45pm. 5.10pm, 6.25pm. 7.50pm 
Blade 3.10pm. 6pm. 9.05pm Doli 
Sa)ake Rakhna 8.55pm Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai 5.10pm. 8.40pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12. 30pm, 3.35pm. 
6.50pm, 10pm Mular, 10.35am, 
12.50pm The Negotiator 10.10pm 
Out of 5ight 4pm. 7pm. 10.20pm 
The Parent Trap \ 2 noon, 2 .50pm. 
5.50pm. 8pm The Prince of Egypt 
11.10am. 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 

6.35pm. 9.15pm Ronin 9.25pm 
Rush Hour 11.40am. 12.40pm. 
2. 1 5pm, 3.20pm. 4.45pm. 6. 1 0pm, 
7.15pm. 8.55pm. 9.50pm Saving 
Private Ryan 9.15pm Small 
Soldiers 11am. 1. 30pm 

FELTHAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES [0181- 
867 0555) BR: Feltham Antz 
11.25am. 1.25pm. 3.25pm. 

5.25pm. 7.25pm Babe: Pig in The 
City 12noon. 2.20pm. 4.40pm 
Blade 7pm. 9.30pm Doll Sajake 
Rakhna 3.20pm, 9.50pm Jhoole 
Bole Kauwa Kaate 11.05am. 
2.35pm, 6 05pm. 9.35pm Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai 11.10am. 2.40pm. 
6.10pm, 9.40pm Kudrat 3pm. 
6.30pm, 10pm Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 9.45pm The Mask 
of Zorro 1 2noon. 3pm. 6pm. 9pm 
Mulan 11am. 1pm Nasseb 
1 1 .30am. 6.20pm The Negotiator 
6.15pm Out of Sight 4.30pm. 
7.05pm. 9.40pm The Parent Trap 
1.15pm. 4pm. 6.55pm. 9.35pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 1am. 1 2 noon. 

I. 30pm, 2.30pm. 4pm. 5pm. 
6.30pm. 9.10pm Rush Hour 

II. 40am, 2pm, 4.20pm. 6.40pm. 
7.30pm. 9.05pm Small Soldiers 
1 1 .30am. 2pm The Soldier (Asian 
Film) 12noon. 3pm. 9pm Wajood 
11.1 Sam. 2.45pm. 6.15pm. 9.45pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) ©■ East Finchley/Finchley 
Central Antz 11.30am. 2pm. 
4.1 5pm, 7.30pm. 10pm Babe: Pig 
in The City II. 50am. 2.10pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm Blade 9.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 11.1 0am, 2 .20pm, 
5.20pm. 8.30pm Mulan 10.30am, 

1 2 ,40pm The Negotiator 5.40pm, 
9.20pm Out of Sight 6.50pm, 
9.40pm The Parent Trap 1 1 .40am, 
2.30pm. 5.30pm. 8.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 10.40am. 1.10pm. 
3.40pm, 6.30pm, 9pm Rush Hour 

I. 40pm. 4pm, 6.10pm, 8.50pm 
Small Soldiers 2.50pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 

WARNER VILLAGE ROAD (0171- 

604 3110) 6 Finchley Road Antz 

II. 20am. 1.30pm. 3.40pm, 
5.50pm. 8pm Babe: Pig in The Gty 
12.10pm, 2.30pm. 5.10pm. 7.30pm 
Lock. Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 10pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.20pm. 3.20pm. 6.20pm. 9_20pm 
Mulan 1 1 .30am. 1 .40pm The 
Negotiator 3.50pm. 6.50pm, 
9.50pm Out of Sight 3.55pm. 
6.40pm. 9.40pm The Parent Trap 
1 2 noon. 3pm. 6pm. 9pm The Prince 
of Egypt 11am, 1.15pm, 3.30pm. 
6.10pm, 8.45pm Ronin 10.05pm 
Rush Hour 12.30pm. 2.50pm, 
5.30pm. 7.50pm. 10.10pm Small 
Soldiers 11.05am. 1.20pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) <9 Goidere 
Green The Prince Of Egypt 1 .45pm. 
4.05pm. 6.20pm. 0.35pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 01 01) 
BR: Greenwich Antz 1.10pm Eliz- 
abeth 2.45pmm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 3pm. 5.50pm, 8.40pm Mulan 
1 2 .55pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.45pm. 4pm, 6.15pm, 8.30pm 
Rush Hour 5pm, 7.15pm, 9.30pm 
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HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-90204 1 3) ® Beislze 
Park Babe: Pig in The Gty 1 .30pm, 
3.40pm, 6pm Out of Sight 8.1 Opm 
The Parent Trap 2.20pm. 5.25pm. 
8.10pm The Prince of Egypt 

I . 1 5pm, 3.30pm, 6. 1 5pm. 8.35pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) ®Har- 
row-on-the-Hill/Harrow & Weald- 
stone Doll Sajate Raklma l ,30pm, 
5pm Fire 8.45pm Kudrat 8.45pm 
The Soldier (Asian Film) 1.30pm, 
5pm 

HARROW 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) ® H arrow -on-the-HIH Antz 

I I . 40am. 1 .40pm. 3.40pm, 

5.40pm. 7.40pm, 9.40pm Babe: Pig 
Hi The City 10.40am. 11.10am, 
1.10pm, 1.40pm, 4.10pm, 6.40pm 
Blade 6.45pm, 9.1 5pm The Mash 
of Zorro 11.20am. 2.20pm. 
5.25pm. 8.30pm Mulan 10.45am. 
12.45pm, 2.45pm. 4.45pm The 
Negotiator 9.10pm Out of Sight 
6.05pm. 8.45pm The Parent Trap 
10.15am, 1.05pm. 3.55pm. 

6.45pm, 9.30pm The Prince of 
Egypt 9.35am. 12.05pm. 2.30pm, 
4.55pm. 7.25pm. 9.50pm Rush 
Hour 1 1 am. 1 .30pm. 3.30pm, 4pm, 
6pm. 6.30pm. 9pm. 10pm Small 
Soldiers 10.05am. 12.55pm. 

2.45pm. 4.45pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) ® Arch- 
way Antz 12.20pm, 2.15pm. 
4.1 5pm, 6.45pm Babe: Pig in The 
City I pm. 3.05pm Blade 8.45pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12.30pm. 
3.45pm, 8.15pm Mulan 1 20pm The 
Negotiator 5.20pm. 8.20pm Out of 
Sight 3pm, 5.45pm. 8.25pm The 
Parent Trap 12.10pm. 3pm. 
5.50pm, 8.35pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.10pm, 2.20pm, 4.35pm, 
6.50pm. 9pm Rush Hour 12.05pm. 
2.20pm, 3.50pm. 4.35pm, 6.15pm, 
6.50pm, 8.30pm. 9.05pm Small 
Soldiers 12.35pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON [08705 050007) ® Gants 
Hill Babe: Pig in The Gty 1 .1 Opm. 
3.35pm. Opm The Mask of Zorro 

I , 50pm, 5pm. 8.10pm The Nego- 
tiator 8pm Out of Sight 8.15pm 
The Parent Trap 1 1 .55am. 2.30pm. 
5.30pm The Prince of Egypt 

II. 40am. 2pm 4.20pm. 6.30pm, 
8.50pm Rush Hour 1.30pm. 
3.50pm, 6.20pm, 8.40pm 

fa LB URN 

Tricycle Theatre (0171-328 1000) 
o Kilbum Dancing at Lughnasa 
6.30pm Mulan 1.30pm, 4pm Out 
of Sight 8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Antz 6.10pm Babe: 
Pig in The City 1.10pm, 3.25pm The 
Parent Trap 2pm. 5. 1 Opm, 8pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 . 1 Opm. 3.40pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm Rush Hour 8.30pm 

MUSINELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) ® High- 
gate Babe: Pig in The City 12.20pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1 1 .30am. 
2.30pm. 5.20pm. 8.20pm Out of 
Sight 8.25pm The Parent Thap 
12.1 5pm. 3pm. 5.45pm The Prince 
of Egypt 11.55am. 2.05pm, 
4.30pm. 6.45pm, 9pm 

PECKHP.M 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Pye Babe: Pig in The Gty 
12.35pm. 2.30pm. 4.25pm, 6.25pm 
Blade 9.15pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2.45pm. 5pm. 7.15pm. 
9.30pm Mulan 12.45pm The Ne- 
gotiator 8.40pm The Parent hup 
12.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Parley 
Babe: Pig in The Gty 2.10pm. 
4.10pm The Parent Trap 2.05pm. 
5.05pm, 8.05pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1.30pm, 3.50pm. 6.05pm, 
8.25pm Rush Hour 6.20pm, 
8.35pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) ® Putney 
Bridge/BR: Putney. Ann 6pm Babe: 
Pig in The Gty 1.15pm. 3.30pm Out 
of Sight 8.15pm The Parent Trap 
2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 .1 Opm. 3.45pm, 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/® 
Richmond The Mask Of Zorro 
2.10pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 
6.20pm. 9pm Rush Hour 1.40pm. 
4pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/® Richmond Antz 1.30pm. 
3.40pm Babe: Pig in The Gty 
1 .30pm. 3.40pm Dancing Ac Lugh- 
nasa 7pm. 9.20pm Mulan 1.20pm 
The Negotiator 3.40pm Out of 
Sight 3.10pm. 6pm. 9pm The 
Parent Trap 12.30pm, 3.10prr. 
5.50pm Ron in 8.50pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC 10870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Babe: Pig in The Gty 1.10pm, 
3.30pm. 6.10pm The Parent Trap 
2.20pm. 5.20pm. 8.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 20pm, 3.40pm. 
6pm, 8.20pm Rush Hour 8.35pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

050007} BR: Romford Antz 
12.40pm. 2.40pm. 4.40pm. 6.50pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 11.30am. 
1.50pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 8.50pm 
Blade 8. 40pm Dr Dolittle 1 0.20am 
Ever After 10.20am Godzilla 
10.20am Good Burger 10.20am 
The Mask of Zorro 11am. 2pm. 
5.05pm. 8pm Mulan 1.15pm. 
3.30pm Out of Sight 5.45pm. 
8.20pm The Parent Trap 12.05pm. 
2.50pm. 5.35pm. 8.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 11.45am. 2.10pm. 
4.35pm. 6.50pm. 9pm Rush Hour 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.30pm. 
9pm Small Soldiers 12.30pm, 3pm. 
5.30pm 

SiDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
Antz 6. 1 0pm Babe: Pig in The Gty 
1 .30pm, 4pm Elizabeth 8. 1 5pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.1 5pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm, 8.45pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crtck- 
lewood Antz 12.15pm, 2.15pm. 
4.30pm. 6.45pm Babe: Pig in The 
City 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.20pm 
Blade 8.45pm The Mask Of Zor- 
ro 1 2 noon, 3pm, 6pm, 9pm Out of 
Sight 9pm The Parent Trap 
12.45pm. 3.30pm, 6.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12.30pm. 2.30pm. 
4.30pm. 6.30pm. 8.30pm Rush 
Hour 12noon. 2.15pm. 4,30pm. 
6.50pm. 9.20pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 4.20pm. 
3.35pm Babe: Pig in The Gty 
2.10pm. 6.20pm Out of Sight 
5.30pm. 8.20pm The Prince oF 
Egypt 1.45pm, 4.G5pm, 6.25pm, 
8.45pm Small Soldiers 2.25pm 


The Mask of Zorro 1 2.1 Opm. 3pm. 
5.45pm, 8.30pm The Negotiator 
8.1 Opm The Parent Trap 12.10pm, 
2.50pm, 5.30pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 2.1 5pm. 2.25pm. 4.35pm, 
6.45pm, 8.55pm Rush Hour 
1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 

STRATFORD 
NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (555 3366) BfV® Stratford 
East Babe: Pig in The City 
12.15pm, 2.15pm. 4.15pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12.10pm. 3pm. 
5.50pm, 8.35pm The Parent Hup 
1.10pm, 3.45pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12noon. 2.05pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 8.55pm Rush Hour 
6.35pm, 9pm Sums of Beverly Mb 
7pm. 9.15pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990) ■©■ Surrey 
Quays Antz 11.15am. 1.30pm. 
3.45pm. 6.1 Opm Babe: Pig in The 
City Ham. 11.1 5am. 1.10pm. 
1.30pm. 3.45pm. 4pm. G.40pm 
Blade 9.20pm Lock, Stock 6 Two 
Smoking Barrels 9.1 Opm The Mask 
of Zorro 12.30pm. 3.30pm, 
6.30pm. 9.30pm Mulan 11am, 
1.30pm The Negotiator 8.40pm 
Out of Sight 6.50pm. 9.50pm The 
Parent Trap 12.15pm, 3.15pm. 
6.15pm The Prince or Egypt 
10.45am. 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 6pm. 
8.30pm, 10.40pm Ronin 7pm. 
9.40pm Rush Hour 11.45am, 
2.15pm. 4pm. 4.45pm. 6.20pm. 
7.15pm. 9pm. 9.40pm Small Sol- 
diers 11.30am, 2pm. 4.30pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) ® Morden 
Antz 1 1 ,30am, 1 .30pm. 4pm Babe: 
Pig In The Gty 11.15am, 1.45pm, 
4.30pm. 7pm Blade 9.45pm Fear 
And Loathing Hi Las Vegas 6.45pm 
The Mask Of Zorro 12 noon, 3pm. 
6pm, 9pm Out of Sight 9.30pm The 
Parent Trap 11.45am, 2.45pm. 
5.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
10.45am. 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 

6.125pm. 8.45pm Rush Hour 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.15pm Saving 
Private Ryan 8.30pm Small Sol- 
diers 1 1 am 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0T 8 1-888 2519) 
® Turnpike Lane Babe: Pig in The 
Gty 1 .50pm. 3.45pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2pm. 5.15pm, 8.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.30pm. 4pm, 
6.20pm, 8.35pm Rush Hour 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) 

® Uxbridge Babe: Pig In The Gty 
1 1 ,45am Dr Dolictie 1 1 .30am The 
Mask or Zorro 1.55pm, 5.05pm, 
8.05pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.20pm. 4pm. 6.35pm, 8.50pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) ® Waltham- 
stow Central Antz 6.50pm Babe: 
Pig In The Gty 2.20pm, 4.40pm The 
Parent Trap 2pm. 5pm. 8pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.40pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.35pm 


INAITON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825} BR: Walton on Thames The 
Mask of Zorro 5.25pm, 8. 1 5pm The 
Parent Trap 2.40pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2pm. 4.30pm. 6.45pm, 
8.55pm 

WELL HALL 
CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eltham The Parent Trap 2pm, 
5.10pm. 8.15pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.35pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) ® South 
Wimbledon Antz 12.15pm Babe: 
Pig in The Gty 1 1 .50am. 1 .50pm, 
3.50pm The Mask Of Zorro 
1 1.45am. 2.30pm. 5.20pm. 8.15pm 
Out of Sight 5.55pm. 8.30pm The 
Parent Trap 12.25pm. 3pm. 
5.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
11.30am. 1.50pm. 4.10pm, 

6.30pm, 8.45pm Ronin 8.30pm 
Rush Hour 2pm, 4.10pm, 6.30pm, 
8.50pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) ® South 
Woodford Antz 6.20pm Babe: Pig 
in The Gty 1 .30pm. 3.50pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
8.25pm The Parent Trap 2.10pm. 
5.20pm. 8.05pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 .25pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.35pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
® Turnpike Lane Fire 9. 30pm Jhoole 
Bole Kauwa Kaate 2.30pm Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hal 6pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal Babe: Pig in The 
Qty 1 .50pm. 3.45pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 1.30pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8 3 5pm Rush Hour 6. 30pm . 8. 45pm 

CINEMA 

REPERTORY 


LONDON 

NFT South Bank SET (0171-928 
3232) Darius KhondJI Masterclass: 
Cinematography (NC) 6.30pm 
Ghost Stories by MR James I: 
Television (NC) 7.30pm The Cas- 
tle (15) B.30pm Arsen fc and Old 
Lace (PG) 6.10pm Seven (18) 
8.45pm The Avengers (12) 2.30pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Hana-Bi 
(18) 2pm Fire (15) 5pm Titanic 
(12) 7.45pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford (01 8 1 -568 1 1 76) 
Fire (15) 7pm Mulan (U) 1 .30pm. 
3.30pm Insomnia (18) 9pm Dance 
or the Wind (U) 5.15pm 

BRISTOL 

CUBE (0114-907 4191) Antz 
(PG) 4pm Out of Sight (1 5) 7pm, 
9.30pm 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Dancing at Lughnasa (PG) 3pm. 
8.30pm Elizabeth (15) 6pm Hen- 
ry Fool (18) 8.40pm If Only (TS) 
8.40pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS GNEMA (01 223-504444) 
Elizabeth (15) 4.30pm, 9.15pm It's 
a Wonderful Life (U) 2pm. 6.50pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Insomnia (18) 7.30pm 
Snake Eyes (15) 8pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK HLM CENTRE (01 245- 
786650} Babe: Pig In the Gty (U) 
1.30pm Elizabeth (15) 8.45pm 
Ever After (PG) 6pm Mulan (U) 

3.45pm 


ODEON (08705 O50007) BR: 
Streatham Hill'® Brixtorr/Clapham 
Common Babe: Pig In The Qty 
1.30pm, 3.50pm, 6.10pm Blade 
8.20pm 


IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 
Mulan (U) 2.30pm RfenNeVhPtus 
(15) 6pm, 8.15pm The Truman 
Show (PG) 2.30pm, 6.1 5pm. 8 .30pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA GTY (01603-622047) Dr 
Dolittle (PG) 2.30pm It's a Won- 
derful Life (U) 5.30pm There's 
S om ething About Mary (15) 8.1 5pm 


Theatre 

West End 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week: 
running times include intervals. • 
— Seats ac all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — P]: Sun, (3): T«, 
Wed. (5): Thur. [6]: Fri. (7): Sat 

I ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy shout 

a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Kr nrial and Jose Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. WI 
(0171-494 5065) O Picc Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5J[7| 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50. 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Sucfaet stare 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's 
acclaimed drama based on the life 
and work of Mozart Old Vic The Cut 
SE1 (0171 -928 761 6/cc 420 0000) 
BR/® Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4J 2.30pm. r7J 3pm. £7.50-£30. 
180 mins. 

0 ANNIE Rags to riches story of 
the optimistic orphan. Victoria 
Palace Victoria Street SW1 (01 71- 
834 1317) BR/® Victoria. Today 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. £7.50-£32.50. 
1 65 mins. 

1 ART Lany Land). Jack Dee, Tim 
Healy in Yasmina Reza's comedy 
about art and friendship. 
Wyndham's Charing Cross Road, 
WC2 (0171-369 1736/cc 0171- 
867 1 1 1 1) ® Leic Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm. 
[41 3pm. }7|[1] 5pm, £9_50-£27.50. 
90 mins. 

> BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on 
Disney's cartoon version of the 
favourite fairy tale. Dominion Tot- 
tenham Court Road. W1 (0171-656 
1 888) ® Tote Cc Rd. Today 2.30pm 
a 7.30pm. E18.50-E35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy 
Russell's long-running Liverpool 
musical melodrama. Phoenix Char- 
ing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 
1733)® Lelc Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, (5J 3pm, [7J 4pm. 
£1 1.50-£32.50. 165 mins. 

• BOOGIE NIGHTS Shane Richie 
stars in a brand new 1970s musicaL 
Savoy Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
8886/cc 0171-836 0479) ® Char- 
ing X/Embankmenc Today 5pm & 
8pm. ends 9 Jan. £11 -£28.50. 

1 50 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show 
tracing the brief life of Buddy Holly 
Strand Aldwych. WO (0171-930 
8800) ® Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Frl 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm G 8.30pm. mats 
[1] 4pm. E10-E27. half price Friday 
matinees. 1 60 mins. 

I CATS Lloyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Fbrker Street. WC2 (01 71 -405 
0072/cc 01 71-404 4079) 
® Covent GardervHolbom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [3[|7] 3pm. E12.50-E35. 
165 mins. 

O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 
women and their nightclub act 
Adelphi Maiden Lane. WC2 [0171- 
344 0055) ® Charing X. Moo-Sat 
8pm. [4][7) 3pm, E16-E36 (inc 
booking fee). 1 30 mins. 

lOOBtELLA Angela Carter's ver- 
sion of this fairytale is staged by the 
acclaimed Improbable Theatre, lyric 
Hammersmith King Street. W6 
(0181-741 2311)® Hammersmith. 
Today 2.30pm & 7pm. ends 9 Jan. 
£5-£18, cones £6.50. 

• THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company’s keenly- 
paced theatrical history’ lesson. 
Criterion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(01 71-369 1747) ® Picc Ore. Tue 
8pm. E6-E25. 120 mins. 

» DR DO LITTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
9 (0171-416 6022) ® Hammer- 
smith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, [4)|7[ 
2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• FAME THE MUSICAL High -oc- 
tane stage version of the TV series 
charting (he highs and lows of a class 
of young showbiz hopefuls. Prince of 
Wales Coventry Street, W1 (0171- 
839 5972) ® Leic Sq/Picc Ore. Mon- 
Thu 8pm, Fri 5.30pm & 8.30pm. Sat 
4pm a 8pm. ends 1 6 Jan. El 5-E30. 

D FILUIWENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
lake Wertenbaker's new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo’s play. 
Piccadilly Denman Street. WI 
(0171-369 1734) ® Picc Ore. To- 
day 3pm. ends 27 Feb, E12-E30. 
120 mins. 

O GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit Bin about life in an Amer- 
ican high schooL Cambridge Earlham 
Street, WC2 (0171-494 5080) 

® Covent Garden. Mon-5at 7.30pm. 
|4J[7J 3pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
in Peter Hall's acclaimed production 
or Wilde’s comedy- Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WI (0171-494 5045) 

® Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (4) 
3pm. [7| 4pm. E8.50-E29.50. 

1 65 mins. 

IAN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daklry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriBec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) ® Leic Sq. Mon -Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. |4J 2.30pm. (7) 5pm. 
E10.50-E25. 110 mins. 

O INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on fairytales. Donmar 
Warehouse Earlham Street. WC2 
(0171-369 1732)® Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. )4)J7) 2.30pm. 
E15-E27.50. 

1THE INVENTION OF LOVETbm 

Stoppard's (day about the life of po- 
et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket Haymarket SW1 (0171- 
930 8800) ® Picc Grc Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. (4|(7J 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 


I LES M1SERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's 
masterpiece. Palace Shaftesbury 
Avenue, WI (0171-434 0909) 
® Pkc Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5![7] 
2.30pm, £7-£35. 195 mins. 

IMISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WC2 (01 71 - 
494 5060) ® Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4J[7] 3pm, £5.75-£35. 
165 mins. 

I THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit St Martin’s 
West Street. WC2 (01 7 1 -836 1 443) 
® Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. J3J 
2.45pm. [7] 5pm. E10-E24.50. 
135 mins. 

I MR PUNTILA AND HIS MAN 
HAITI Sean Ifoley and HamishMc- 
Coll star in a new version of Brecht’s 
comedy satire. Albery St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (01 71 -369 1 730) ® Le- 
ic 5q. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [5][7] 3pm, 
ends 9 Jan. E5-E22.50. 

0 THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musicaL Her Majesty's 
Haymarket. SW1 (01 71 -494 540Q/tc 
0171 -344 4444) ® Picc Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [4J(7| 3pm, E10-E35. 

1 50 mins. 

1 RENT Musical inspired by La 
Bahama and set in modern day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WC2 (07000-211221) ® 
Hoiborn/Torr Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, (41[7| 3pm, £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
OOUVIER: Peter Pan Stephen Oliv- 
ers music accompanies the tale of 
the Boy Who TOnild Not Grow Up, 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller: In rep tonight 7.15pm. 

I LYTTELTON: Betrayal Pinter's 
defining work depicts a menage a 
trois and stars Imogen Stubbs and 
Douglas Hodge. In rep today 2.1 5pm 
a 7.30pm. 90 mins. 

» COTTESLOE: Haroun And The 
Sea OF Stories Tim Supple's stage 
adaptation of Salman Rushdie's 
acclaimed novel In rep tonight 
7.30pm. ends 6 Jan. Olivier 5 Lyt- 
telton: £8- £27. Cottesloe: £ 12- 
El 8. Day seats From 10am. South 
Bank, SE1 (0171-452 3000). BR/® 
Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

► THE BARBICAN: The Tempest 
Adrian Noble (Greets Shakespeare’s 
romance drama. In rep tonight 
7.15pm. 165 mins. 

I THE PIT: The IWo Gentlemen Of 

is directetT^E^ard HalL liwep 
tonight 7.15pm. ends 28 Jan. 
Barbican Theatre: E5-E26. The Pit: 
£1 1 -£18.50. Barbfcan Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 8891}. BR/® Barbr- 
can/Moorgate. 

O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium 
Argyll Street. WI (01 71-494 5020) 
® Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4J[7| 2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 135 
mins. 

O THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Brigj^’ con- 
temporary classic. Sadler’s Wells At 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(01 71-863 8222) ® HoiboraTtem- 
ple. Today 2.30pm G 7.30pm. ends 
Jan 30. E7.50-E32.50. 

► STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's hi-tech 
roller-musical. Apollo Victoria 
Wilton Road. SW1 (0171-4166070) 
BR/® Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
13i(7J 3pm. E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 

» THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171- 
344 4444)® Covent Garden. Today 
3pm a 7.45pm. ends 30 Jan, £15- 
£27.50. 140 mins. 

► THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York's) St Martin’s Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) ® Leic 5 q/ Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4J(7j 
3.30pm, E5-E25. 90 mins. 

» WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musicaL attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street. 
WI (01 71 -447 5400) ® Leic 5tyTotc 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5)(7| 
3pm. £I5-£35. 160 mins. 

D WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber's new musical based 
on the Sim of the same name about 
two children who mistake an escaped 
convict for Jesus. Aldwych 
Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 6000/cc 
0171-836 2428) ® Holbom. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, J5)I7j 3pm. E10- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Susan Hill's chilling ghost story. For- 
tune Russell Street. WC2 (01 71-836 
2238/cc 0171-344 4444) ® Covert 
Garden /Holbom. Mon-Sac 8pm. (3j 
3pm. (7) 4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 

1 10 mins. 


Ftrst CALLj LAST CALL 


First Call 

HARRY HILL (: right ) used to be a doctor; a profession as 
far removed from his unique brand of comedy as you 
could imagine. After mating his name with a wider 
audience on commercial TV? HHl has just been poached 
by the Beeb with the promise of a prime-time slot 
Until then, fans of his surreal humour will have to make 
do with his superior live stand-up. 

Brighton Centre (0870 900 9100) 16 May; London 
The tare Royal Drury Lane (0171-494 5000) 23 May: 
Portsmouth GuOdhall (01705 8243551 5 Jun 

Last Call 

BOOKING HAS now opened for the West End transfer 
of Little Malcolm and his Struggle Against the 
Eunuchs. The revival of David Halli well’s 1965 play 
currently sold out at the Hampstead Theatre, stars 
Ewan McGregor as a disgraced art school student who 
forms the Party of Dynamic Erection, and indulges in 
dangerous delusions of grandeur. The sell-out show 
has been praised for both Denis Lawson's beautifully 
detailed direction and splendid performances from the 
entire cast, not just McGregor 
Comedy Theatre, Panton Street London SW2 
(0171-369 1731J opens 21 Jan 



Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 


Theatre 

Beyond the West end 


BAC The King And I Steam 
Industry and BAC join farces for tills 
Rodgers and Hantmerstein classic. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. ends 10Jan. £12. 
cones £8. under 16s - £6. 

Mary And The Shaman Set in De- 
partment store on Christmas Eve. a 
shaman and a bag-lady take the 
Virgin from the Nativity on a myste- 
rious jounwy. Tue-Sat 7.45pm" Sun 
5.30pm. ends 3 Jan. E9. cones £6. 
Lavender Hill. SW11 (0171-223 
2223) BR: Gapham Junction. 

CHICKEN SHED THEATRE 
Cinderella In Boots Alternative 
and updated version of Cindem's ria^ 
sic tale. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ends 16 
Jan. £7-£l 1. Chase Side. N14 (0181- 
292 9222) ® Southgate. 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack And The 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from 
Eastenders stars alongside Only 
Fbols And Horses’' John Chaflis. To- 
day 2pm & 7pm. ends 24 Jan. £6- 
£16. cones available. Sawdose 
(01225-448844) 

BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Christopher Biggins is Mother Goose. 
Tue 6 Wed 7.30pm. Thur 5pm. mat 
today 2.30pm. ends 9 Jan. £7. 50- 
El 2.50. cones available. Bond Street 
(01273-328488) 

GARDNER ARTS CENTRE The 
Wind In The Willows Kenneth 
Grabame’s enchanting tale of river- 
life is adapted far the stage. Mon-Wed 
6.30pm. mats Mon-Thur 2.30pm. 
ends 2 Jan. E696-E8S5. cones avail- 
able. University of Sussex. Lewes 
Road (01273-685861) 

BRISTOL 

THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Phnto extravaganza about the fabled 
fowL Mon-Wed 7.1 5pm. mat today 
2.1 5pm. ends 30 Jan. £3-£1 6. King 
Street (01 17-987 7877) 

CAMBRIDGE 

CORN EXCHANGE Snow White 
And The Seven Dwarfs With 
Coronation Streets Beverly Cailard 
and Nick Cochrane. Mon-Wed 7 pm. 
Thur 5.30pm. mats Mon-Thur 2 pm. 
ends 10 Jan. £5-£1 4. Wheeler Street 
(01223-357851). 

CARDIFF 

NEW THEATRE The Adventures OF 
Robinson Crusoe David Essex stars 
in this swashbuckling adventure. 
Mon-Wed 7pm. Thur 5pm. mats 
Mon -Thur 2.30pm. ends 1 7 Jan. £7- 
£ 1 3.50. cones available. Park Place 
(01222-878889) 

EASTBOURNE 

DEVONSHIRE PARK THEATRE 
Gnderella Eastbourne's Christmas 
treat starring Hinge and Bracket and 
Wendy Craig. Mon-Wed 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. Thur 3pm. ends 9 Jan. £7- 
£11, cones available. Compton 
Street (01323-412000) 

NORWICH 

MADDERMARKET THEATRE The 
Wind In The Willows Alan Ben n ett’s 
adaptation of the Kenneth Grahame 
riveriife novel Mon-Wed 7.30pm. 
ends 2 Jan. E4-E6.50. St. Johns Al- 
ley (01603-620917) 

THEATRE ROYAL AJaddin East 
Anglia's biggest pantomime stars 
Desmond Barrit, Christopher Cazen- 
ove and Nlchola McAuiifle. Tue & 
Wed 7.30pm. mars Tue-Thur 
2.30pm, ends 23 Jan. E3-E12.75. 
cones available. Theatre Street 
(01603-630000) 

OXFORD 

APOLLO THEATRE Jesus Christ 
Superstar Tim Rice and Lloyd Web- 
ber's acclaimed biblical musicaL Tue 
& Wed 7.30pm. mat Wed 3pm. ends 
9 Jan. £7. 50-E2 4. 50. cones available. 
George Street (01865-244544) 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Cinderella 
Fhmily panto with plenty of sonjp and 
audience participation for the dream- 
ing spires. Mon & Tue 7pm. Wed & 
Thur 5.30pm. mats Mon-Thur 2pm. 
ends 17 Jan. E6-£ 16.50. Beau- 
mont Street (01 865-798600) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
MAYFLOWER THEATRE GoldAocks 
And The Three Bears Frank Bruno, 
Karl Howman and Emily Symons in 
this star-studded panto. Mon-Thur 
2pm & 7pm. ends 14 Feb. £7.50- 
E17.50, cones available. Commer- 
cial Road (01703-711311) 

NUFFIELD THEATRE Alice In Won- 
derland Join Alice on a trip to the top- 
sy turvy world of Wonderland and 
meet the White Rabbit, Mad Hatter 
and mapy more. Mon-Wed 2.30pm, 
ends 16 Jan- E5.95-E12.50. cones 
available. University Road (01 703- 
671771) 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


EVENTS 


•JESUS, MY BOY Tbm Conti stars 
in John Dowie's alternative Christ- 
mas Show: ApoUo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W I (0171-494 5070)® Picc 
Grc. Tue-Fri 8pm, Sat 5pm & 8pm. 
PI 3pm & 5pm. £5.50-£18.50. 

KAFKA’S DICK Eric Sykes and 
Julia Mackenzie star in AJan 
Bennett's comedy about the mori- 
bund Writer. Piccadilly Denman 
Street. WI (0171-369 1734)®Pfcc 
Grc. Tonight 8pm, ends 26 Feb, 
£12-£30. 

LOVE UPON THE THRONE 

Tasteful look at the Charles and 
Diana marriage. Comedy Panton 
Street, SWT (0171-369 1731} 
® Pkc Orc/leic 5q. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
HI 7 ! 3pm. ends 31 Jan. £6-£i5- 


RICHMOND THEATRE Jack And 
The Beanstalk ToyahWillcox, Mark 
Curry and Vidd Midwife join the 
slam of Rainbow. Today 2pm fi 7pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £8-£1 5. cones available. 
The Green. Richmond. Surrey (01 81- 
940 0088) ® Richmond. 

THEATRE ROYAL STRATFORD 
EAST Cinderella FbUow Cinderella's 
transformation from ragged servant 
to glittering princess. Mon-Thur 
2.1 5pm a 7. 1 5pm, ends 23 Jan. £5- 
£15. Gerry Raffles Square. El 5 
(0181-534 0310) ® Stratford. 

YOUNG VIC Arabian Nights 

Collection of magical Eastern tales 
adapted for the stage by Dominic 
Cooke. Mon-Wed 7pm. mats Mon, 
Vlted & Thur 2.30pm. ends 23 Jan. 
E7-E 1 8. The Cut. SE1 (0171-928 
6363) BR/® Waterloo. 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Winter's "foie Seasonal tale of 
obsessive jealousy directed by 
Gregory Doran, in rep tonight, 
7.30pm. ends 26 Feb. £7-£30. Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE A Month In The 
Country Brian Friei's adaptation of 
Turgenev’s portrait or all-consuming 
sexual desire. In rep tonight, 
7.30pm, ends 20 Feb. E5-E30. Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Puss In Boots 
Genial weatherman Ian McCaskill is 
joined by panto veterans Hod Hull 
and Emu. Mon -Wed 7.30pm. mats 
Mon-Thur 2.30pm. ends 16 Jan. 
£6.50-£23. cones available. Thames 
Street (01753-853888) 

WORTHING 

PAVILION THEATRE Peter Pan 
Gladiator Babel stars. Mon-Wed 
7pm. Thur 5pm. mats Mon-Thur 
2pm, ends 3 Jan. £4.95-£9.90. 
Marine Parade (01903-820500) 

CONNAUGHT THEATRE Aladdin 
Ex-Big Breakfast Star Mark LiUle 
goes up the Beanstalk with Linda 
Nolan. Mon-Wed 7pm, Thur 5.30pm. 
Mon-Thur 2pm. ends 1 0 Jan. £8- 
£1 1.50. cones available. Union Race 
(01903-235333) 


BEXHILL 

DE LA WARR PAVILION Picasso: 
Late Etchings TVro safes of etchings 
made in 1968 and 1968. Mon-Sun 
10am-6pm. closed 25 Dec. ends 3 
Jan. free. (01424-787949) 

BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM & ART 
GALLERY Maquettes: Henry Moore 
Maquettes, working models and 
graphics exhibition mar king the 
centenary of bis birth. Mon. Tue. 
Thur-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 2 pm -5pm 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 10 Jan. Free. Church Street 
(01273-290900) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOLFINI Secret Victorians: 
Contemporary Art And A Nine- 
teenth Century Vision British and 
American artists including Mat 
Collishaw and Helen Chadwick 
respond to the Victorian era. Mon- 
Sat 10am-7 pm. Sun 12noon-6pm 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 31 Jan. free. Narrow Quay 
(0117-929 9191) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM The 
Society Of Three: Whistler. Fancin- 
Latour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing and prints 
examining the common stylistic 
ground of the three artists. Tue-Sat 
I0am-5pm. Sun 2.1 5pm-5pm 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 14 Feb. free. Trumpington 
Street (01223-332900) 

LONDON 

BANKS IDE GALLERY The Winter 
Collection Paintings and prints, 
with one painting by Singer Sargent 
Tue 10am-8pm. Wed -Frl 10am- 
5pm. Sat & Sun lpm -5pm (dosed 
dec 24-Jan 5). ends 31 Jan, £3.50. 
cones £2. Hopron Screec, SE1 
(0171-928 7521) ® Blackfrtars. 

DULWICH PICTURE GALLERY 
Permanent Collection Fine selec- 
tion of paintings from the 17th to 19th 
century. Tue-Fri 10am-5pm. Sat fi 
Bank Hoi. Mon 1lam-5pm. Sun 
2pm-5pm. closes 24 Dec for 18 
months. £3. OAP/NUS £1.50, 
UB40/disabled/chIkl/Frt free. Gcflege 
Road. 5E21 (0181-693 5254) BR: 
West Dulwich/North Dulwich. 

NATIONAL GALLERY Luca 
Signorelli In British Collections 
Drawings and paintings by the artist 
Mon & Tue. Thur-Sat 10am-6pm. 
WCd 10am-8pm. Sun 12noon-6pm 
(dosed 24-26 Dec), ends 31 Jan. 
free. Trafalgar Square. WC2 (0171- 
747 2885) ® Charing Cross. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Life? 
Or Theatre?: The Work Of 
Charlotte Salomon Powerful paint- 
ings made between 1940 and 1942. 
Mon-Thur. Sat 9 Sun 1 0am -6 pm. Fri 
10am-8.30pm. ends 17 Jan (dosed 
25 Dec). £5.50. UB40/OAP £4.50. 
NUS £4. child 12-1 8 £2.50. child 8- 
1 1 £1 . Burlington House. Piccadilly. 
WI (01 71 -300 8000)® Green Park. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL BALL- 
ROOM Duane Hanson Life-like 
models of poepfe displayed in the pub- 
lic spaces. Mon-Sun 1 0am- 1 1 pmm. 
(dosed 25 Dec), ends 17 Jan. free. 
South Bank Centre. SE1 (0171-960 
4242) ® Waterloo. 

TATE GALLERY John Singer 
Sargent Comprehensive exhibition 
devoted to the paintings of the 19th 
century artisL Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.40pm (closed 24-26 Dec), ends 
17 Jan. £6. cones £4. 

In Celebration: The Art Of The 
Country House Paintings and sculp- 
ture, including work by Canaletto, 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL The Glory of 
Christmas The London Concert 
Orchestra with a seasonal musical 
celebration. Tonight 7.30pm. £9.50- 
£25. Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171- 
638 8891) ® Moorgate/Barbican. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL New 
London Consort/PIcketc A 
medieval Christmas extravaganza in- 
corporating carols. Tonight 7.45pm. 
£8-£20. South Bank Centre. SE1 
(0171-960 4242) BR/® Waterloo. 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Philharmo- 
nla/Menu hl n Beethoven’s 8th and 9th 
fChoral) Symphonies. Tonight 
7.30pm. £8.50-£36. Kensington 
Gore. SW7 (01 71 -589 8212)® High 
Street Kensington. 


OPERA 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM The Barber 
of Seville Rossini’s enduring 
comedy in a revival of ENO’s 
production originally directed by 
Jonathan Milks: Tonight 7.30pm. £S- 
£55. SL Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171- 
632 8300) ® Leicester Square. 

QUEEN'S THEATRE The Pirates Of 
Penzance New D'Oyiy Carte Opera 
production of Gilbert and SuDfran 
directed by Stuart Maundec Tonight 
7.30pm. £15. 50- £29.50. Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. WI (0171-494 5040) 
® Piccadilly Grcus. 


DANCE 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM English 
National Ballet: The Nutcracker 
Derek Deane's new staging of 
the Christmas family favourite. 
Today 2.30pm(Rojo/Nathancop- 
pen/Perego). tonight 7.30pm 
(KnrrOTtova/few5fey/MlesggeJ JE2.50- 
£39.50. St. Mardn's Lane. WC2 
(0171-632 8300) ® Leicester 
Square/Charing Cross. 

LYCEUM THEATRE Birmingham 
Royal Ballet: The Nutcracker 
Peter Wright's production. Tonight 
7.30pm (Lenzo/O'Hans/Cipolla). 
£1 2.50-E45. Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0171-656 1802) ® Charing 
Cross/Embankmen c. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL The 
Royal Ballet: Gnderella Frederick 
Ashton's production of Prokofiev’s 
fairy story. Tonight 7pm 
(Bussell/Cope). E15-E48. cones and 
restricted view available. South 
Bank. SEI (0171-960 4242) 
BR/® Waterloo. 


ABERYSTWYTH 
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR Design 
and craft fair giving last-minute gift 
inspiration. Aberystwyth Arts 
Centre Penglais (01970-623232) 
Mon-Sat 10am -8 pm. Sun 11am- 
5pm, 23 Dec 10am-2pm. ends 23 .» 
Dec, free. Pp 

LONDON 

future generations exhibi- 
tion Celebrating BBC television's . 
wealth of children's programmes 
over the years. London Toy And 
Model Museum Craven Hill W2 
(0171-706 8000/402 .5222) 

® Paddington/Lancaster Gate. Mon- 
Sun 9am-5.30pm. closed 24-26 
Dec. usual admission (£5.50. child 
£3.50. cones £4.50, family £15). 

TITANIC - OFFICIAL MOVIE TOUR: 
CHILDREN'S EVENT Themed 
experience inchnfiog many ofthe re- 
cent film's sets, props and costumes. 
Wembley Conference Centre Em- 
pire Way HA9 (0181 -902 0302/900 
1234) ® Wembley Park. Mon-Sun 
10am -7pm. last admission 6pm. 
ends 1 7 Jan. £1 2. child £8. 


Music 


POP 


BANBURY 

MIDGE URE The former Ultravox 
singec who co-wrote *Do They Know 
Ifs Christmas”, returning to the five 
scene with rid and new materiaL MR] 
Arts Centre Spiceball Park (01 295- 
279002) Tonight 8pm, £10. 

FOLKESTONE ' 

DR FEELGOOD. THE HAMSTERS 
Jagged pub-rcx± RAB from the group 
that characterised the Essex proto- 
punk era, with Southend’s hard-, 
working blues rockers in snppot 
Leas Cliff Hall The Leas (01 30? 
253193) Tonight 7.30pm. £l2.f 
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Literature 


BRIGHTON 

WOMEN'S CREATIVE WRITING 
GROUP Informal and supportive 
writing group for women. The 
Women's Centre 5r George's Mews 
(01273-240044) T ue 7.30pm- 
9.30pm. free. 

LONDON 

BOOKBINDING 1998 On display 
are examples from the 1998 Book- 
binding Competition. Also on display 
will be the short-listed novels for the 
1998 Booker Prize for Fiction. British 
Library Fbyer Euston Square NW1 
(0171-412 7760) ® Euston/Kings 
Goss. Mon. Wed-Fri 9.30am-6pm. 


LONDON 

MIDGET Feet first Christmas par- 
ty with indie-again Midget and free 
mince pies. Camden Palace Camden 
High Street NWl (0171-387 0428) 
® Camden Town. Tonight 10pm, £5. 
cones £3. 

PHOEBE RENWICK. X1E, THE 
CRAYONS Slinky singer songwriter 
and band, with strong support from 
the criminally overlooked Mel Gar- 
side's latest incarnation. Dublin Cas- 
tle Parkway NWl (0171-378^1 
® Camden Town. Tonight 8. 

£4. cones £3.50. 

THE CHURCH Prolific, veteran 
noiseniks over from Austr alia to 
weave psychedelic guitar patterns 
and promote the recent album Holo- 
gmm OfBaaL The Garage Highbury 
Corner N5 (0171-607 1818/cc 
0171-344 0044) BR/® Highbury S 
Islington. Tonight 8pm. £8. 

CARUEEN ANDERSON Formidable 
soul chan te use with a diverse re- 
sume. Jazz Cafe Parkway NWl 
(0171-916 6060) ® Camden Town. 
Tonight 8.30pm. E15-E18. 

SAND White noise and electronics 
from the pioneering post-rockers, 
working on their debut album. St 
Moritz Ward our Street WT (Olif - 
437 0525) ® Oxford Circus. TonS-fc ' 
8pm. £4. ^ 

CULTURE CLUB. HUMAN LEAGUE. 
ABC An all star line-up headed by 
George's soul pop phenomenon. Plus 
morejumpmg back to the 1980s with 
Sheffield synth pioneers and Martin 
Fry's cartoon ish slick popsters 
rounding the whole thing out Wem- 


Tue 9 . 30am-Bpm . Sa t 9 .30am -5pm; 

5.50pm (closed 24-26 Dec), ends Sun 1 ,am ' 5 Pm. free. 1-902 0902) Park. 


Dec) 

FCb 28. free. Millbank. SW 1 (0» 7 1 - 
887 8000) ® Pimlico. 

VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM 
Aubrey Beardsley 200 drawings 
and prints. Mon 1 2 noon -5. 45 pm. 
Tue-Sun 10am-5.45pm (closed 

24- 26 Dec), ends 10 Jan. E5. 
cones £3. under 18/ES40s/dis- 
aWed/mems/4.30pm-5.45pm. free 
(to museum). 

Grinling Gibbons And The Art Of 
Carving Celebrating the work of the 
17th century woodcarver. Mon 
1 2 noon -5. 45pm. Tue-Sun 10am- 
5.45pm (dosed 24-26 Dec). . ends 
24 Jan. £5. cones £3, under 
1 8/ES40s/drsabled/mems/4.30pm- 
5.45pm. free (to museum). 
Cromwell Road. SW7 (0171-938 
844 1 ) ® 5outh Kensington. 

MAIDSTONE 

MAIDSTONE MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY The Disparates: Goya 
Late satirical etchings by the 
Spanish master. Mon-Sat 1 0am- 
5.15pm. Sun 1 lam-4 pm. dosed Dec 

2 5- 2 7, ends 3 Jan. phone for prices. 
St. Faith'S Street (01622-754497) 

PENARTH 

TURNER HOUSE GALLERY Josef 
Koudelka Photographic images in a 
major exhibition spread across four 
galleries. Tue-Sat 1Tam-12.45pm 
a 2pm-5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm (phone 
for Christmas opening), axis 14 Feb. 
free. Plymouth Road (01222- 
708870) 

ST. IVES 

ST. IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from the 
second half of the century. Mon-Sat 


Comedy 


BRISTOL 

CORPORATE CHRISTMAS COME- 
B Y COMEDY CLUB 

Noel Britten. Ian Stone, visual 
corruc Steve BesL Tonight 6pm. 
Cheltenham Road (01 1 7-909 6655) 
£33.50 inc meal. 

LONDON 


Tonight 8pm. £22.50. 

OXFORD 

CAN DYS KINS Melodic indie guitar 
rochere The Zodiac Cowley Road 
fol 865-420042) Tonight 8.30pm. 


Music 

Jazz, world, folk/J 


9 1 4433/cc 0171-344 444?; 7 3 oJJ Tonight 
® PIccadHIy Grcus. £u cones £7 £ ' COn “ £8 ' 

COMEDY CAFE Martin Davis kin- HA *f lTON QUARTET Laid . 

Of the surreal one-ltoers^MiSn celebrated 

Jones, MC Sally ****** ■ 

fesseaft?-. coif?! S 8 ?a?T 9 SE** 82 i 

R oad. Tonight 9pm, EU.so. 

BOB KERR d HIS WHoopef 1 

- CHRISTMAS SHOW Sea- ■ 

tees “"pf! EPOm Spike Jones <levD ‘ 
L®? 8 - on che Park' 

sJtSSSJS**?" 1 < 0i7 *-235 

9 1 fi*!?'* C0rner - 
s ' 15 Pm&n.l5pm 1 £ 1 8,£i6ahfc ' 

CHILTON^ AND J OHN 

WILTONS FEETWARMERS Vfet- 
^ vocaiist in regu- 
Christmans panto. Ronnie Scott's 
Fnth street wi (oi 7 1 -439 0747) 


iter 
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SATELLITE TV RADIO/15 


Tuesday radio 


JRADIO 1 

(976-9a8MHz FM ) 

6.30 Chris Moyles. 9.00 Simon 
Maya 12 JIO Kevin Greening. 
ZjOO Mark Radcliffa 4.00 Dave 
Pearca 8.00 Steve Lamacq - the 
Evening Session 9a 10X>0 John 
PeeL 12X10 The Breezeblock. 
2X>0 Emma a 4.00 - 6.30 
Scott Mite. 

RADIO 2 
{88- 902 MHz FM ) 

6X10 Alex Lester. 7.30 Wake Up 
to Wogan. 9.30 Ken Bruce. 

12.00 Jimmy Young 2X10 Ed 
Stewart 5X15 Johnnie WaJker. 
7X10 Evelyn Glennie’s Classics. 
8X10 Nigel Ogden. 9.00 Annual 
Delights. See Pick of the Day. 

10.00 Richard Allinson. 12.00 
Katrina Leskanich. 3X10 ■ 4X10 
Mo Dirtta. 

RADIO 3 
(9Q2-92.4MHZ FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 Masterworks. 

10.30 Artist of the Week. 

11X10 Sound Stories. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Bizet 

1.00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert. (R) 

2.00 The BBC Orchestraa 
4X10 Diva!. 

4.45 Music to Die For. 

. 5.00 A Medieval Christmas 
JB5.30 Music Rooms. 

6.00 Discovering Music with 
Leonard Slatk'in. 

7.00 Christmas Cocktails. 

7.30 Performance on a Another 
chance to hear ten of the most 
memorable concerts of the 1998 
BBC Proms season at the Royal 
Albert Hall, London. 2: Prom 40, 
given on 18 August David Wilson- 
Johnson (baritone), BBC Singers. 
BBC Symphony Orchestra/Oliver 
Knussen and Stephen Cleobury. 
Messiaen: L'ascension. George 
Benjamin: Sometime Voices. Robin 
Holloway: Hymn to the Senses. 
Scriabin: The Poem of Ecstasy. 

(R) 

9.00 Postscript Comedian and 
broadcaster Rainer Hersch pre- 
sents five persona! and idiosyn- 
cratic studies of the music of our 

century. 2: ‘The Best Alive or 
Dead'. Who were the great musi- 
cians of the century? 

9.20 Celebrity Tria Thomas Ze- 




SKYPREMER 

600 Cocoon (1985) (3848$ 8X10 Helo 
Agah (1987) «M» FJy Away Home 

Jp96) (38396). 1200 Cocoon (1985) 
-^£984) 200 Skateboard Kiel 2 (1995) 
(60919). 400 Helo Agari (1987) (1822). 

600 Ry Away Home (1996) (73483) 800 
Fierce Creatues (1997) (72700). 10X10 Ran- 
som (1996) (42025) 1200 Crime erf the 
Century (896) (232781) 105 Bounty 
Hunters (1996) (827694) 305- 600 Tha 
Skateboard Kid 2 (895) (2B59VKJ) 

SKY MOVEMAX 
600 Behind the Waterfall (1995) 
(790B9445) 245 Jetsons: The Movie 
(1990) (10546358). 900 Alaska (1996) 
(47919) H0O Undercover Kid (1995) 
(30795) 100 Gold Diggers: the Secret of 
Bear Mouitaln (1995) (65071) 300 Bettnd 
tttetaperfafl (1995) (61006) 500 Jetsons: 

(1990) (83356) 700 Alaska 
,i996} (83919) 600 Trigger Happy (1996) 
(21532) 1000 Moutatak (80782) 1100 
Bad Moon (697) (898803) 1200 Below 
Utopia (697) (9708304) 150 Temptress 
Moon (1996) (566946) 300 - 600 The 
KSng Jar (696) (70049089) 

SKYCMEMA 

400 3.10 Tb Vlxna (857) (7138551) 6XM 
Glanl (6 56) (331 883) 900 Hogywood Hall 
of Fame (1797754) See Pick at the Day. 
1000 Notorious (646) (£117025) See Pick 
of the Day. 1145 Nevada Smith (666) 
(13087170 155 Tom. Dick and Harry (64f) 
(83713946) 305 The Big Clock (648) 
(6434694) 500 Ctosa 
FUIFOUR 

6££ The Story of Qiu Ju (692) (2904754) 
Joy Luck CU) (693) (3290629) 

10-30 The Deer Hunter (878) (496385) 
100 Slacker (691) (3164014) 3X5 - 600 
Man Bites Dog (692) (96012526) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

4X10 Rax Hint's Fishing Adventures 

(88801W) 400 Whker s World (8886358) 

5X10 Connections 2 by James Bute 
(2346667) 500 Jurasslca (8800938) 6X10 
Animal Doctor (8890551) 600 Natual 
Bom Wrners (2350464) %30 Beyond 
2000 (6887087) 6X10 Classic Ducks 
(2235551) 600 FSghtlne (2221358) 900 
Extreme Machines (5500006) 1000 The 
Easy Rfctors (550363) 1100 Firepower 
2000 (969759) 1200 Super Structures 
(1738507) 100 Connections 2 by James 
Buka (9620897) 100 Ancient Wamors 
(9969491) 2X10 Cksa 

SKY ONE 

800 Games Wforid (438796) 8X5 Games 


Pick of the Day 


FOR MANY, Christmas has 
become a crassly commercial, 
TV-dominated festival. But for 
some, it is still the time of 
year when we celebrate the 
arrival of the Blue Peter annual. 
In Annual Delights 19pm R2) 
Hugh Dennis surveys the 
history of the annual, from its 
Victorian origins to the first 
recognizably modern children’s 
annuals. 


More sophisticated pleasures 
with the return of Book. Music 
and Lyrics ti0.45pm R3), 
Robert Cushman’s intelligent 
look at the world of musicals. 
Today, he sees what the older 
generation of musical writers 
have been up to lately, and 
compares their work to the 
latest blockbusters, including 
Rent {right). 

Robert Ranks 



hetmair (violin). Tabea Zimmer- 
mann (viola), Heinrich Schiff (cel- 
lo). Schubert: String Trio in B flat, 
D471. Schoenberg: String Trio, Op 
45. Mozart: Divertimento in E flat, 
K563. 

10.45 Book, Music and Lyrics. 

Six programmes in which Robert 
Cushman presents a personal 
view of musicals, with songs from 
original cast recordings - some fa- 
miliar, some less well known. 1 : 
‘New Shows, Older Voices'. See 
Pick of the Day. 

11.30 Jazz Notes. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Bach. (R) 

1.00 • 6.00 Through the Night. 
RADIO 4 

(92.4-94.6MHz FM ) 

6X10 Today. 

9.00 NEWS: The Choice. 

9.30 Carols for Choirs. 

9.45 Serial: Scraps with lannucci. 
10X10 NEWS: Woman's Hour. 

11.00 NEWS; A Wolf to the North: 
Fear. 

1130 Pollyanna. 

12.00 NEWS: You and Yours. 

12.57 Weather. 

1.00 The World at One 

1.30 Full Orchestra 

2.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Henry's Leg. 

3.00 NEWS; The Exchange: 0171 
560 4444. 

3.30 Beating the System. 

3.45 Colonel Clay - Master of 
Disguise. 

4.00 NEWS; A Good Read. 

4.30 Shop Talk. 

5X10 PM. 

5.57 Weather. 


6.00 Six O'clock News. 

6.30 4 at the Store 

7.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. Francine Stock 
chairs the arts programme, includ- 
ing the verdict on The Acid 
House’, a new film based on the 
stories of Irvine Welsh. 

7.45 Under One Roof. The first of 
three five-part dramatisations from 
the Michele Hanson stories. With 
Janet Maw, Edna Dore and Luisa 
Bradshaw-White (2/5) 

8.00 NEWS; A Mission to Civilise. 
Ofeibea Quist-Arcton explores the 
secretive ties that bind France to 
her former colonies in Africa. 2: 
'Senegal - the Cultural Revolution.’ 
Senegal was once France's first 
colony in Africa This programme 
examines the French cultural lega- 
cy in Africa and asks why more 
and more Senegalese seem to be 
turning their backs on Paris. 

8.40 In Touch. Peter White with 
news for visually impaired peopla 
9X10 NEWS: Case Notes. Trans- 
plants and Transfusions'. Blood 
transfusions, donated organs, fetal 
ced grafts - Graham Easton looks at 
the future of spare-part medicine. 

9.30 The Choice. Michael Buerk 
talks to individuals who have 
made life-changing choices, tak- 
ing them through the whole 
process, from the initial dilemma 
to living with the consequences. 

10.00 The World Tonight With 
Robin Lustig 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Chosen 
for Christmas. Five stars read their 
chosen seasonal tale. 2: Joss 
Ackland reads 'A Child's Christmas 


in Wales’ by Dylan Thomas. 

11.00 The Now Show. Steve Punt 
and Hugh Dennis present a caval- 
cade of cutting-edge comedy with 
the regular team of Simon 
Munnery, Jane Bussmann, David 
Quantick, Nick Romero and Dan 
Freedman. 

11.30 Talking Pictures. 

12X10 News. 

12.30 The Late Book: Out of Her 
Senses. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As World Service. 

5.30 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast. 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 - 6X10 Farming Today. 
RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9.45 - 10.00 Daily Service. 
12X10 - 12.04 News; Shipping 
Forecast 5.54 • 5.57 Shipping 
Forecast. 11.30-12.0 Parliament 
RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693. 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Breakfast. 

9.00 Brian Hayes. 

12.00 The Midday News. 

1.00 Ruscoe and Co. 

4.00 Drive. 

7.00 News Extra. 

7.30 The Life and Death of 
Belfast Celtic. Fifty years ago, 
Belfast Celtic were the finest foot- 
ball team in Ireland. But on 22 De- 
cember 1948 their reign came to a 
dramatic and final end. George 
Best presents the first of two pro- 
grammes looking at the life and 
death of Belfast Celtic. 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE Day 


PUBLICITY BUMPF used to 
dub Ingrid Bergman (right) 
“Sweden’s greatest export since 
Garbo!", and for once the hype 
contained a grain of truth. Her 
luminous screen presence lit up 
many Hollywood movies from 
the time she came to America in 
the late 1930s. In perhaps her 
most famous role, she played 
opposite Humphrey Bogart in 
Casablanca. He credited her 
with bringing out in him a 
previously undetected capacity 


Wcxld (4297342) 800 Street Sharks 
(8639) 900 The StopBOns (80261) 000 
Earthworm Jm (25822) 1000 Herodss- 
the Legendary Journeys (86006) tl XX) 
The Nsw Adventures of Superman (33342) 
12X10 The Oprah Wtefrey Show (8573629) 
1205 The Special K Collection (5388W64) 
tOO Days at Oir Lives (9654938) 105 
The Special K Colection (77999551) 200 
SaVy Jessy Raphael (6473445) 20 S The 
Special K CoBecflon (2309700) 300 Jenny 
Jones (7340822) 305 The Special K Col- 
lection (896648) 4X>0 Best of Giittyl 
(39651) 500 Star Trek: Deep Spas Nhe 
(5646) 600 Mamed with Chicfren (5939) 
600 Dream Team (4261) 7X10 The Simp- 
sons (8377) 700 The Simpsons (5795) 
8XN) Speed (SOS) 800 Speed (4532) 
900 Forces of NatirB 2 (78938) 1O0O 
WbrWb Deadlest Vbfcanos (7W25) 1100 
Dream Team (30280) tf0Q Star Trek 
(50990) 1200 Ughtand ar (56385) 10O - 
800 Long Play (6776385) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

700 Sky Sports Centre (6156667) 715 V- 
Max (877551) Z45 H20 (676822) 8X5 
Sports Centre (8307358) 800 Racfrig 
News (3606) 900 Aerobics (22358) 900 
Footbal League (94716) 1O0O Max Power 
(68803) 1100 V-Max (63532) 12X10 Aero- 
bics -Oz Style (35822) 1200 Monday 
Mght Footbal Charlton Athletic vs Aston 
VBa (17006) 200 Sparish Football 
(60377)400 Fastrax (9358) 500 
Wrastfog (8990) 600 Sports Centre 
(3551) 600 Inside Scottish Football 


for screen romance. “I didn't 
do anything I’ve never done 
before." he said, “but when the 
camera moves in on her face, 
and she’s saying she loves you, 
it would make anybody look 
romantic.” She is profiled in 
Hollywood Hall of Ftime 
(9.30pm Sky Cinema), which is 
followed by Notorions (10pm), 
the classic Alfred Hitchcock 
wartime thriller in which she 
stars with Cary Grant 

James Hampton 


£9803) 700 Fastrax (7777) 8X10 Span- 
ish Footbal (9253a fOJOO Sky Sports 
Centre (473735) 10X5 Footbal Shew 
(860629) 11X5 Scottish Footbal (786613) 
12X5 Sky Sports Centre (3172859) 1200 
Spanish Footbal (500251 200-2-45 
Sports Centre (4905507) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7X10 Aerobics - Oz Style (33011H) 700 
Sky Sports Centra (5620464) 70S Ractig 
News (B8W822) 8X5 Wfridarffrig 
(6092377) IL45 Sports Centre (6315754) 
900 Feh TV (265700) 900 Fnh TV 
(3330532) 10X10 Windsurfing (4588990) 
1000 Spanish Footbal (112684) 1200 
Wbtersports (VHWJ87) 100 Max Power 
(14676) 200 Moto-ptes (9172209) 3X» 
World Motor Sport (3502990) 600 Sports 
Uhirrtted (3359667) ZOO Beach toOeytsal 
(5250303) 700 Ice Hockey (7960174) 
1000 Spcrts Urifrrited (67B5754) H0O 
Showjumping (3310822) 1200 Dancing 
(7250897) MW Ice Hockey (1581439) 
300-845 Sports Centre (846665) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

12X10 World WrestSig (46941667) 10O 
Osh TV (94036700) 130 Feh TV 
(48921803) 2XW Motor Racing (67664803) 
200 DicMe OarlesS Sporting Heroes 
Gareth Edwards (87131551) 300 Squash 
(4060667) 400 Canoeing (93782087) 
5XW Wbdd Windsurfing (67688483) 500 
Showjunping - Spruce Meadows Champi- 
onship Season Review (31511551) 600 
Fastrax (93787533. ZOO Fish TV The Ulti- 
mate Fishing Show (8767591% 700 Fish 



TV FteHrig Ta tes (9378 3716) 800 
Showjumping (65270261) 900 Dancing 
(65290026) 1000 Superbouts Af vs 
Spinks (8567984) U0O-110O Olympic 
Series Olympic Destinies (47396025) 
EUROSPORT 

700 XJrem Sports (37358) 800 Xtrem 
Sports (43341) 900 Olympic Gamas 
(46716) 1100 Football (73735) 1200 Car 
on ice (56803) MW highland Games 
(51358) 200 Footbal (B3879) 4XW Foot- 
ball (42261) 500 Trial (53342) 700 Darts 
(23551) 900 Boxing (59608) 1000 Foot- 
ball (66087) 120O-1XW Football (27236) 
UK GOLD 

700 Crossroads (9369957) 700 Neigh- 
bours (4328261) 705 EastEnders 
(IB0938) 800 The Bt (8056358) 9XW 
The BB (8070938) 900 Mddemarch 
(9138532) 1O0O Angeb (8089622) HXW 
Dales (3473532) 1155 Neighbours 
(32823483) 1205 EastEnders (2256532) 
100 Mddemarch (7329087) 2XW DaBas 
(6413071) 205 The BB (2948622) 305 
The SB (6155822) 305 EastEnders 
(8734498) 400 Angels (76309754) 405 
Fan*; Carry On Christmas: Carry Oi Dick 
(SW) (20656464) 6-45 Bread (56485006) 
705 VVbiting for God (6885822) 900 One 
Foot In the Grave (5929900) 9*40 Men Be- 
having Badly (7894358) 1000 Bottom 
$554006) H0O The BB (3460358) 1130 
The B® (7387844) 1200 Bread (1190965) 
100 Some Mothers Do 'to ’Em (4520323) 
ISO Kbepng Up Appearances (70909168) 


8.00 Play it Again. The pro- 
gramme in which listeners get to 
choose their favourite sporting 
moments from the BBC archives. 

9.00 When Winter Comes. What 
do county cricketers do in the 
winter when they have hung up 
their pads? Simon Mann investi- 
gates. with the help of the likes of 
Nell Fairbrother, Jack Russell and 
Ian Austin. 

10.00 Late Night Live. The day's 
big stories with Steve LeFevre. in- 
cl 10.30 Sports round-up. 1100 
News and finance. 11.30-1.00 Topi- 
cal discussion. 

1.00 Up All Night 

5.00 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 

(1000- 101.9MHz FM ) 

6.00 Nick Barley. 8.00 Henry 
Kelly. 12.00 Requests. 2X10 Con- 
certo: Patterson: Little Red Riding 
Hood. Featuring Julie Walters, 
Danny DeVito and Ian Holm, Lon- 
don PO/Franz Welser-Most 3.00 
Jamie Crick. 6.30 Newsnight. 

7.00 Smooth Classics at Seven. 
9X)Q Evening Concert: Nicholas 
Tresilian introduces the Classic 
FM Charitable Trust Christmas 
Concert recorded live at West- 
minster Abbey. Featuring Aline 
Brewer (harp), Philip Scriven (or- 
gan). Choir of Westminster Abbey, 
director Martin Baker. The pro- 
gramme includes a performance 
of Britten's Ceremony of Carols. 

11.00 Alan Mann. 2.00 Concerto 
30-6.0 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215, t197-1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM) 

6.00 Jeremy Clark. 9.30 Russ 
Williams. 1X)0 Nick Abbot 4.00 
Harriet Scott 7.30 Janey Lee 
Grace 10.00 James Merritt. 1.00 
- 6.00 Richard Allen. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

1X10 Newsdesk. 1.30 Discovery. 

2.00 Newsday. 2.30 Meridian 
(Live). 3.00 World News. 3X15 
World Business Report 3.15 
Sports Roundup. 300 One Plan- 
et 4.00 - 7.00 The World Today. 

TALK RADIO 

6.00 Bill Overton and Sally Meen. 
9X)0 Scott Chisholm. 12X10 Lor- 
raine Kelly. 2.00 Anna Raeburn. 

4.00 Peter Deefey. 5.00 The 
Sports Zone. 8X10 Mike Allen. 

LOO - 6.00 Ian Collins. 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 
CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


205 ■ 7XW Shopprig (48776491) 

LIVING 

6XW Tiny Livfrig (9458551) 9XW Trie 
Boseanne Show (4268377) 900 The JOTy 
Springer Show (509628G) KMO Mfchate 
Cote (3214908) 1100 BrookskJe (1134990) 
12XW special Babies (3122071) 1200 
Rescue 9t1 (1775532) MW Ready Steady, 
Cook (1224532) 105 Cant Cook. Vtforft 
Cook (761244 51 240TheJerrySpringer 
Show (1008551) 3XW Ffcn: A Tree Sows 
fi Brooklyn (045) (92710006) 500 Tem- 
pestt (2279939) 6X0 The Jerry Sprrigar 
Show (6667071) 700 Rescue 9T1 
(7424358) 700 Beyond Belef (1093174) 
600 Aly McBeal (9770964) 9XW F8m: 
Shooting Elzabeth (19Sg (9773071) 1100 
Spicy Sex Files (1407984) 1200 Close 


9XW The Shop around the Comer (1940) 
(65Z7S90) 1100 Forbidden Planet (1956) 
(33153025) 1245 The FBI (1965) 
(44643965) 300 The Shop arouKi the 
Comer (1940) (V47BS168) 5XW Close 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

700 Ctietess (7261) 700 Desmond* 
(8629) 800 Roseeme (3209) 800 Just 
Shoot Me (2716) 900 Cytfl (30209) 900 
Seinfeld (76613) 10XW Frasier (34193) 
1000 Cheers (47613) ItOO Festival of 
Fin l (85754) 1100 The Larry Sanders 
Show (28416) 12XW Late Mght with David 
Letterman (23410) 1XW Taxi (50149) 100 
The Critic (98897) 2XW Dr Katz (44149) 
200 Soap (23656) 300 Hoopaman 
(30385) 300400 Nghtstand (47296) 

GRANADA PLUS 

600 The Bor (9429551) 700 On the Bus- 
es (8859025) 700 Fern Street Gang 
(8838532) 800 Thaft My Boy (8541087) 
800 Second Thoughts (8540358) 900 
Coronation Street (8564938) 900 Em- 
merdale (8430551) ttLOO thirtysomething 
(8834m ttflO Hawaii Frve-O (8347280) 
1200 Classic Coronation Street (8544174) 
1200 Emmerdale (8441667) 1XW Howb 
Max Father? (8858396) 100 Watching 
(B440938) 2XW trirtysomethng (4419261) 
300 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
(4982551) 400 The Professionals 
(4978358) 500 Hawai Five-O (2742822) 
6XW Emmerdale (8157667)600 Classic 
Coronation Street (B148919) 700 Mission: 
ImpossUe (25W483) 800 The Profession- 
als (2550803) 900 Classic Coronation 
Street (4894342) 900 Sez Les (8431303) 
10XW The Jokers Wd (8545803) 1000 
Hoganb Heroes (8554551) 1L00-2XW As 
Granada Men & Motors (1763377) 


DURING 1988-9 the Grandmasters' 
Association held a series of six 
World Cup tournaments in what 
later unfortunately turned out to be 
the only completed cycle of their 
Grand Prix. The second of these 
very fine events took place in the 
French city of Belfort, just a couple 
of dozen miles from Basle on the 
Swiss border 

The chief organiser, Jean-Pa ui 
Touzg. is a far from insubstantial 
gentleman who, I am told, at one 
stage swam for France. The power 
behind a world junior championship 
which was held in Belfort in the earty 
Eighties. M Touze has consistently 
produced a strong Belfort team for 
the ferociously competitive - and 
sometimes downright litigious - 
French league. And after some- 
thing of a hiatus, he again started 
holding high-quality tournaments a 
few years ago. 

This year’s event, which started 
on 14 December and finishes to- 
morrow, is a six -player double- 
rounder averaging 2,572. After six of 
the ten rounds the lead was held by 
Mikhail Gurevich (Belgium) on 5/6 
ahead of Ruslan Ponomariov 
(Ukraine) 4.5 well dear of Arnaud 
Hauchard (France) 3, Victor Bolo- 
gan (Moldavia) 2.5, Eduardas 
Rozentalis (Lithuania) 2 and Jean- 
Marc Degraeve (France i on just l. 

Of these the most topical for us 
is 15-year-old Ruslan Ponomariov 


who is going on to Hastings, start- 
ing a week today. Already a tough 
player, he surety won’t be favourite 
- that position must belong to Mat- 
thew Sadler or perhaps Ivan Soko- 
lov: but Ponomariov is mighty 
dangerous, more it is true in the 
style of an anaconda than a cobra. 

This was the instructive finish to 
a long grind. If 79 Rg8+- Kh4 80 RfB 
Rb6+ 81 Kg7 Rxb7+ wins. 

Ruslan Ponomariov 
(Black to play) 



Arnaud Hauchard (White) 

69... Kgl 70 Rg8+ Khl 71 RfB 
Rb3+ 72 Kh4 Kg2 73 Rg8+ Kh2 74 
RfB Rb4+ 75 -Kxh5 Kg3 76 Rg8+ 
Kh3 77 RfB Rb5+ 78 Kh6 Kg3 79 
b8Q+ Rxb8 80 Rxb8 £lQ and White 
resigned on move 91. 

jspeelmants>compuserve.com 


Creativity 

LOKI 


MARTINE MCCUTCHEON was quit- 
ting, so Tiffany needed writing out 
With unerring predictability, East- 
Enders' scriptwriter Carol Noble 
had Grunt get violent. Surely 
Creativity readers would have 
been more imaginative? 

Michael Gifford has her do a 
nude protest in Albert Square to 
close the Vic, while Leu Clarke 
achieves maximum impact on the 
ratings by piping her aboard a 
frigate with all hands on deck to 
watch her strip. JW Gore has 
Grunt commit suicide out of 
remorse. Pat Gould whisks Tiff to 
Lourdes at death’s door; she recov- 
ers miraculously, and. renouncing 
worldly pleasure, becomes a 
Carmelite nun. 

Tiff likes to be taken out so Mar- 
tin Brown has a cruise missile, 
aimed with pinpoint accuracy at 
Saddam Hussein, crash through 
Tiff’s bedroom window and do just 
that On at a seance Tiff gets 
through to Dirty Den’s ectoplasmic 
ghost who seduces her, she tops 
herself to join him in the hereafter; 
and they float etherealty off into the 
sunset of their careers. Paul Rim- 
er predicts a ratings war with a 
horde of raving Mancunian actors, 
brandishing Cadbury's Creme 
Eggs, bursting into the Vic and 
murdering the entire cast 

Joe Adams (Ms) has Tiff 
become Biff - she has a sex change 
and becomes a man (with ground- 
breaking scenes of breast reduction 
and penile reconstruction). She 
always was a man. Dusty Hoffman 
insists, and finally comes out as one 
and incestuously elopes to Gretna 


Green with Simon. Gerry Mac an 
Cheapaigh knows otherwise, 
unmasking her as an evil Middle 
Eastern Mata Hari bent on dis- 
covering Britain's stock of weapons 
of mass destruction, by sexually 
gratifying our gullible top brass. 

Andrew Duncan has her half- 
eaten by a shark; or, impregnated 
by Bepe. explode at the birth of sex- 
tuplets; or Grunt, his puerility 
affronted by finding her in a lesbian 
clinch with Dot Cotton, kills her and 
embalms her in a cask of best 
brandy. Peggy hands out tots of 
free brandy to all her customers. 
And he borrows from Tbny Han- 
cock by scripting an earthquake, 
causing a bole in the road into 
which the whole cast fells and per- 
ishes. whereupon the BBC an- 
nounces the return of El Dorado in 
the spring schedules, starring Mar- 
tine McCutcheon. 

Noble Prizes for Literature to 
Martin Brown and Joe Adams, who 
win themselves copies of Chambers 
Dictionary of Quotations. Andrew 
gets an bon mention and wins his 
Chambers for suggesting our next 
theme: new year resolutions - tor 
other people to keep. 

Suggestions to Creativity. The 
Independent, 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL. 
Three copies of Chambers Dictio- 
nary of Quotations for the best 
ideas. Results on 5 January. 

Next week. Creativity channel- 
hops from the predictable Queen's 
Christmas Message to alternative 
Christmas messages and speakers 
whom readers have specially 
commissioned. 
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Regional Television Variations 


BBCl N BIELAND 

As BBCl London except: 600 

Newsline 630 (975) 9.30 The Christmas 
Showbands (65532) tO 0 O Fflm: 

Speed (61564071) 1200 Cetoe Dion: 
These Are Special Times (5886948) 

LOO FBm: Staying Alve (88694) 200 
Joins BBC News 24 (1050052) 

BBCl SCOTLAND 
As BBCl London except: 600 
News (445) 600 Reporting Scotland; 
Weather {975) 

BBCl WALES 

As BBCl London except: 600 

Wfetes Today (975) 900 Now VW Are 70 
(85532) KL30 film: Speed (61564071) 
1200 CeBna (Son: These Are Special 
Times (5886946) LOO FBm: Staying ASvb 
( 86694)200 BBC News 24 (U50052) 

ANGLIA 

Aft Carlton except: 1200 AngSa 
N»(« and Weather (6770735). LOO Di- 
nofjaas (48622) 205 AngSa News and 
‘V- .^er (6960356) 600 Beattie's Hot 
dhob: Jeremy Beads presents viewers' 
tv parodies and sketches, all made on 
their own camcorders (938551) 605 
Anglia News (140025) 700 Out t o 
Lunch with Brian Turner: Chef Brian 
lUmer visits Stamford for a traditional 


Christmas celebration with ideas for 
party food and Christmas drinks (377) 
KM) Angle News and Weather 
(171087) 205 Fikn: Bloody Mama 
(7600830) 405 Cybernet (18579526) 
4.35 Nationwide Football League Extra: 
FootbaB magazine hosted by Gabriel 
Clarks, featuring every goal from the 
weekend's Nationwide League fixtures. 
The programme also includes a nostal- 
gic trip into the ITV football archives, 
plus a weekly feature on the league's 
most prominent characters (4211304) 
500 ITV hSghtscreen (935*6168) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 9-25 [TN News 
Headfines (4348822) 900 Central 
News (5239990) 1200 Central News 
and Weather (6770735) LOO Echo 
Point: Teenage soap. Dean agrees to 
help Zac and Dave improve their busi- 
ness, at a prica Daniel finds papers for 
the bursary set up by his father. Sheltey 
is determined to win Dave back (48822) 
205 Central News (6960358) 6.00 
Beadle* Hot Shots (938551) 605 Cen- 
tral News and Weather (140025) 700 
Heart of the Country: Magazine about 
the countryside An Investigation into 
how planners ignored local protests to 


dose a famous approa ch ro ad and 
change the Cotswolds (377) 1015 Cen- 
tral News and Weather (174037) 410 
Jobfinder (4468781) 

HTV WALES 

As C arlton except; 12-20 HTV 

News (6770735) 10O Shortland Street 
(48822) 205 HTV News (6960358) 
600 The Bafdy Man (938551) 605 
Wales Tonight (140025) 700 Celtic Rad- 
icals (3771- 10A5 HTV News (174087) 
205 Film: Bloody Mama (7800830) 
405 Cybernet (18579526) 405 Na- 
tionwide Football League Extra 
(42TT304) 5.30 Nghlscreen (9716168) 
HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 605 HTV 

West Weather (SS3919) 600 The West 
(193) 700 Beadle's Hot Shots (377) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 10-45 Fifrn: 

The Never-ending Story II: The Next 
Chapter: YOung Bastten returns to {he 

X icai world of Fantasia. Childrens 
rrture that completely misses the 
magic touch of the original. With 
Jonathan Brandis. Kenny Morrison, 
Clarissa Burl (938629) 1245 Meridian 
News and Weather (3391071) LOO 
Hope and Gloria (48822) 205 Meridian 


News and Weather (6960358) 6.00 
MerieSan Tonight (613) 600 Aspinalte 
Animals (193) 700 Meridian Focus 
(377) 1045 Meridian News and Weather 
(174087) 205 Fifrn: Bloody Mama 
(7600830) 405 Cybernet (18579526) 
405 Nationwide Football League Extra 
(4211304). 500 Mghtscreen (9746168) 
WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 1005 F3nv. 

The Never-ending Story II: The Next 
Chapter (938629) 12.15 Westcountry 
News (3391071). 1207 Carols for Clvist- 
mas (6788754) LOO Emmerdale 
(4882 2) 205 Westcountry News 
(6960 358) 600 Westcountry Live 
(99483) 700 Held in Trust (377) 1045 
Westcountry News (174087) 205 Fifrn: 
Bloody Mama (7600830) 405 Cyber- 
net A look at what's new in the world of 
computing, focusing on lelsira and the 
latest in console and PC games 
(18579526). 405 Nationwide Football 
League Extra (4211304) 500 ITV 
NSghtscteen (9?t6t6fi) 

YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton exce pt: 120 0 Calendar 
News and Weather (6770735). LOO 
Coronation Street (48822) L30 Em- 
merdale (80735) 205 Calendar News 


Headlines (6960358) 500 News; 
weather (888716) 505 Calendar 
(506532). 600 Tortghl (193) 700 Miss- 
ing (377) 1045 Calendar News (T74087) 
440 JobffrKfer (4468781) 

Tyne Tees 

As Yorkshire except: 1200 North 
East News and Weather (8770735) 205 
North East News Heacfines (6960358) 
505 North East Weather (651990) 

600 North East Tonight (99463) 700 
The Time of Our Lives (377) 1045 
North East News and Weather (174087) 
S4C 

As Channel 4 e xc ep t: 1200 Judge 
Joe Brown (42955957) LOO Pbned Plant 
(46096006) 10O Classic Aircraft 
(43305438) 200 Personal Services 
(16854006). 400 Planed Plant (42738700) 
500 Countdown (11230170 600 Nswyd- 
den (©831938) 640 Heno (80561193) 

700 Cerdyn Post (16858822) 700 Caro 
Gwlad 07 Cnapar (73»3ffl) 800 
Newyddon (16853 377) 900 Brookside 
Chnstmas Special (79137071) HL35 Bn>- 
tresh JtogteBelft Jrigte Bails P452228A 
1105 Frasier (66764281) 1105 The Real 
HoBday Show (75755071) 1205 Thfe Bloke 
waits into a Bar (8 2313823 ) 105 Reggae 
Boy?- the Fans {35573217) 205 Close 


ACROSS 

5 Person interested in morbid 
events (5) 

8 Smokers’ requisites (S) 

9 Vestige (5) 

10 Uphold (8) 

1 1 Assume authority unlawfully 

(5) 

14 Induced (5) 

16 Foolish (6) 

17 Flattened at the poles (6) 

18 Devour (3) 

20 Convulsion (5) 

24 Arrange in columns etc (8) 

25 Cautious (5) 


DOWN 

1 S American animal (5) 

2 Once more (5) 

3 Declare (5) 

4 Come to destination (6) 

6 Heavy pressure to buy (4.4) 

7 Develop into open sores (8) 

12 Picture (8) 

13 Troubadour (8) 

14 Shelter (3) 

15 Point (3) 

19 Counting-frame (6) 

21 Confection (5) 

22 Of the nose (5) 

23 Poetry (5) 


26 Crystal (3,5) 

27 Coral reef (5) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword; 

ACROSS: 1 Candied. 5 Hales (Candidates) 8 Badge. 9 Halim. 10 Leastwise. 12 Cue 
13 Scarab. 1 4 Repay. 17 Pod. IS Leucocyte. 20 Ignoble, 2] Oraie. 2J Medal, 24 Bavonei' 
DOWN: 1 CabaL 2 Nod, 3 Inert ia. 4 Dahlia. 5 Halve. 6 ThiWCracy. 7 Suspect. 1 1 Aban- 
doned, 13 Sophism. 15 Ecology, lb Superb. IS Libel. 19 Eject. 22 Ann 
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